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LETTER TI. 


AUTHOR wnt bie fritndi wait for General Whyte, and 
the Cork convoy. Friendly altercation between the author 
and his comrades. Cork fleet driven back to Cove. The 
Hindoftan and Abergavenny arrive from Ireland. The 
Mary Iabella, from England, after a paffage of fifteen 
aveeks. Author and his comrades ordered upon duty. Troops 
arrive unhealthy. Two-deck fhips bad tranfports. State 
of negroes in flave foips, contrafted with foldiers in tran/ports. 
Degree of heat March 23d. Remarks upon a French 
paper, complaining of the profefionl praétice of the Britifh 
medical officers in St. Domingo, + -° Page r 


Author apprehenfive of fatiguing his friend with tales of de- 
lay and difappointment. A fleet of merchantmen arrives at 
Barbadces after a foort paffage. The heavens and the feas 
exclufively oppofed to the convoys of the expedition. Supply 
of provifions and ftock at Barbadoes. Single hips of the con= 
woys flill continue to arrive. George and Bridget reaches 

ie 

a OCA. 

op) tte bhionete’ | 

Lj BR Aw 


Vi 


/ 
4 


Carlifle bay. This foip fingularly the feat of incident and 
difafter. Character of Mac—: His adventures and vexa- 
tions concerning @ COW, ~ ~ Page 15 
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A Common fignal of alarm converted into an enfign of joy. 
Acutenels of failors in difcovering the nature and extent 
of a fleet at fea. Convoy from Cork arrives on the iff of 
April. Its entrance into Carlifle bay an interefting [cene. 
Author and his comrades expeét to proceed to St. Domingo. 
Voyage thither from Barbadoes only a pleafant run, down 
LOC ERGO Uh = - ~ ~ Si 


LETTE Re TV. 


Creole languor from heat of climate—favorable to the Bru- 
nonian dofrine. Effect of climate upon a Dutch failor. 
Lord Sheffield bailed by a man in the fea. An intoxicated 
Sailor overawed by the prefence of a fuperior, - 56 


LET TERY. 


A furgical operation performed with great dexterity by a negro. 
Progre/s of chigoes in the foot. - Negroes expert in finding 
them. Mode of extrafling them. Indolent toil of flaves. 

Inconvenient method of labour. Severity ufed towards a 
party of flaves. Brigands defeated at Grenada. Officers 
lofi, of the name of Edwards. Single JSoips continue to ar 
rive.in Carlifle bay. Reports vefpetting the St. Domingo 
atvifion. Sir John La Forey arrives at Barbadoes, 62 
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General Remarks concerning Barbadoes. - Different appears 
ance of the Weft India Tfands, and the oppofite coaft. Si- 
tuation and extent of Barbadoes. Period of fettlement. 
General face'of the Iand :—called aged and decrepit. In- 
habitants proud of its antiquity. Early commerce and popula- 
tion of Barbadoes. its decline from its former profperity. 

| Middle clafs of Inhabitants. Temperature and falubrity of 
the atmof[phere. Exemption from important ills. Endemial 
malady. Carlifle bay. Whence fo named: Towns, houfes, 
huts, cottages and other buildings. Varied and inter 
~ efting fcenery. Hofpitality of the Inhabitants. Remarks 
_concerning the diftinétive appellatign of the tavo divifions of the 
armament. Difficulty of afeertaining which the windward, 
and which the leeward ifiands, according ta the common ac- 
ceptation. Soil of Barbadses. Remarks on tillage and cul 
tivation. Small cattle kept for the purpofe of fupplying maa 
nure. Wet and dry feafons. Sea and land breeze. Equal 
length of tae days. Abfence of twilight. Perpetual fum- 
mer compared with the delighting novelty of an Englifh 
Spring. Remarks upon Spring. An Luaglilb fcene in the 
month of May, - os Page 72 


Regularity obferved at Barbadces in regard to ring and going 
toveft. Land and fea breeze. Diet and mode of ferving 
‘the table. Planters and merchants fometimes grow fat: 
clerks, book-keepers, Se. very ibin- Condiments much ufed. 
Plenty deemed a greater excellence than delicacy of affortmens 
at a Barbadses feaft. A Weft India dinner. Englifh habit 
of driving ladies from the dinner table praétifed‘alfo at 
Barbadees. Bad arrangement of dinner parties, Attend. 
A 4 
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ants of the table numerous. Odour of the negroes offenfive 
Stock and provifions abundant at Barbadoes. Perfonal cloth- 
ing of the inhabitants—Bed clothing. Languid pronuncia- 
tion of Bavbadoes creoles. Concerning the flate of the flaves. 
Old and decrepit negroes allowed to beg, and to lie about the 
fireets. Firft example of flaves feen by the author and his 
comrades. The negroes of the. poorer owners diftin- 
guilbed from thofe of the more opulent. Clothing of flaves. 
Conftruction of their dwellings. Negroes chilly, and hover 
vound a fire in the evening ;—are fond of fimoking tobacco. 
Food iffued to the flaves. Pepper-pot. Hours of toil. De- 
ficiency of moral principle among flaves, _ Page 95 


Concerning the elephantiafis, or endemial malady of 
Barbadoes, -. - - - 11g 


Farms in Barbadoes termed plantations or efates. Poor cot- 
tagers. Native Barbadians. Their extravagant opinion 
concerning the importance of theifland. Examples in proof 
that the negro form and colour are not the mere confequence 
of climate and locality, - - - - 131 


No accurate tidings at Barbadoes of the approach of the 
Port{mouth Convoy. Symptoms of the troops moving. Drs. 
Henderfon and Cave ordered to remain in charge of the 

Jick of the St. Domingo divifion. Author cautions his friend 
not to liften to the alarming rumours of ficknefs, and death. 
Great numbers in hofpital :—their maladies mild, and Eu- 
ropean—not endemic. Author witneffés a cafe of yellow fever 
2 company with Dr. Fackfon, . - 140 


LETTER. Vil: 


Further hope—and further difappointment. Anather divifion 
of the Portfinouth convoy reaches Barbadces. Rumour of a 
fecret expedition. Concerning the probable feparation of the 
author and his comrades. Expertne/s of negroes in the 
water. One of their modes of Bathing. Negroes atéen- 
tive to their teeth. Mode of cleaning them with fand and 
fea water, - sie 9. ate Page 145 
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Author feparated from kts long affesiated comrades. Embarks 
on board the Grenada, on a fecret expedition. Conjectures rea 
garding its deftination. Embarkation of troops on board the 

Grenada. Accommodation of the officers and feldiers. Ra- 
pid accumulation of filth on board. Troops preferved 
from ficknefs by bathing, and by keeping a@ great propsrtion 
of them always in the cpen air. Horce employed in the ex- 
| pedition, A fleet arrives at Barbadoes at the time the ex- 
pedition fails. Author addre%es his friend from the oppo- 

Site fide of the fun, a name i ~ IgE 


LETTER: IX. 


Deftination of the expedition. Ships come to anchar in foallow 
and muddy water. Tops of trees appear, but no land in 
Sight. Common marks of land on approaching the bore. 
Author continues to make notes for his friend, without know- 
ing when be may bé able to fend them. Troops prepare to 
difembark, e “ . - Ot 
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Author again upon terra firma. Capture of the united 
colony of Effequibo and Demarava. An accident occurs 
during the night. Troops fent on fbore in fmall veffets. 
They run aground. Grenada and other foips anchor at 
the mouth of the river Demarara. , Flag of truce returns, 
and is difpaiched again on wore. Capitulaticn of 
Fort William Frederic. Soldiers fall ick on the paffage. 
Efe? produced on the fick by the idea of going into action. 
Landing in Demarara. Appearance of the town of Sta- 
broek, and of the country. Elofpitality of an Englifh fettler. 
Author proceeds upon duty. Fortune throws him into good 
quarters, without a billet. Surgeon Carrol attacked with 
an alarming malady, - - Page 164 
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“A detachment of the expedition proceeds to Berbifche. Scarcity 
of frefh provifions. Author foreftals the market. Purchafes 
a bafeet of pines. Condu& of the Cat atain of a French pri- 
vateer—of another republican citizen. Fala appearance 
of the colonifis. Demarara not lefs falubrious than the 
lands. Country flat, and like Holland. Author vifits a 
coffee plantation. Alluring groves and avenues of fruit 
trees. Author feverely attacked by their keepers. Welcomed 
by a kind nymph of the grove, and prefented with the gar- 
den’s golden fruit. Meets a flave with a load of oranges. 
Obtains leave from Mynkeer Meertens to gather fruit for the 
fick foldiers. Events favorabie to the gratification of Eu-- 
ropean curiofity. A fale of flaves. Parties of Indians. 
Author has a flave placed at his elbow during dinner. Is 
complimented xvith one at his bedchamber door. Commences 
ment of the wet feafon. Weftern hofpitality not confined to 
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Barbadees. Author folicited to purchafe a femate flave. 
Remarks of a lady on bearing the cries of a flave under 
punifbment. Priz emoney, = aN Page 176 


EER XU. 


Barbadoes the metropolis of the Weft Indies. News, letiers, 
and tidings of the army reach Guiana, vid Barbadees. 
Great body of the armament fails from Carlifie bay. Sir 

_ Hugh Chriftian arrives at Barbadoes. Colony i Berbifche 
furvrenders tothe Englifb. ‘Roads of mud and clay. Dutch 
cuifine better than the Englifb. Dutch devoted to the plea» 
fures of the table. Slaves fent to cut grafs for fale. Punifb- 
ment of a flave. Author and a party make an excurfion to 
Mr. Ofvorn’s. Vifit to Mr. Dougan’s. Happy condition 
of Mr. Dougan’s flaves : of Mr. Ofborn’s. Negroes 
in the Weft Indies fit round a fire in the evening. Muf- 
quitoes and fire flies, ‘ - s - 199 


Ph st el LET TER, XI. 


Terms of capitulation of the colonies on the coaf? of Guiana. 
Dutch foldiers enter into the Britifb fervice. South Ameri- 
can Rangers. Situation of the captured colonies. Beef 
brought from the Spanifb woods. Generafity of fome of the 
planters towards the fick foldiers. Troops on board foip a 
great annoyance to the captain and his crew. The Grenada 
yveturns to England. Mr. Porter and family, paffengers. 
A fale of flaves. Scarcity of mechanics. Extravagant 
wages of labour. Cafe of yellow fever... Impropriety of the - 
term * yellow fever,” - - « 212 


LETTER XIV. 


The ics Oe is left in the colonies of Guiana, inflead of pr aceeding 
to St. Domingo, Regimental medical ftaff employed in ge 
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eral hofpital. General Whyte attentive to the fick. The hof 
pital and quarters for the medical officers eflablifbed at La 
Bourgade. Author annoyed by infects. Lendernefs of a 
Gentleman towards a inufquiti. Author makes a faunter- 
ing ramble to ** the bufh.”’? His contemplations on being ar- 
refted by deep and impenetralle woods. A lady folicits the 
author to make a complaint againf? her flaves, Page 228 


LETTER XV; 


Bufh Negroes th the woods of Guiana. Fate of Dutch foldiers 
fent into the foreft againft them. Corps of flaves accom- 
panied by a party of Indians fubdue them. Punifbment of 
a Bufo Negro, named An/flerdam, 2 - 240 


LETTER XVI. 


Defcription of hotife and furnituré occupied by the inedical ftaff 
at La Beurgade. Entertainment given to fome gentlemen 
of the navy. Provifion-exeurfions, Arrangements con- 
cerning prize-money. Benefit and importance of mufquite 
curtains. Stability of temperature, and of the breeze in 
Guiana. Singular application made to the author for an 
appointment in the medical department, : 252 
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Author's duties lead him tothe colony of Berbifche. Eftablifhes 
a comparative inquiry refpecting the difeafed appearances 
after different diforders, with aview to afcertain what are 
the changes produced by yellow fever. The more robuft 
moft liable to be deftvoyed by the fever of the climate. An exe 
ample in the fuperintending cook at the hofpital. Execu- 
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tion of a Bufh Negro. ‘Public punifbment of a party 
of blacks. Unjuft pun ifbment of a negro carpenter, 
i. * - ~ Page 262 


LETTER XVIII. 


diuthor embarks on board a Commiffariat floop to proceed from 
Demarava to Berbifche. Expects ta complete the paffage 
ina few hours, but is detained at fea four days and nights, 
deprived of almoft every necefjary and every comfort. De- 
feription of the Voltigeur and its accommodations. . The 
cabin a wretched hole of filth and vermin. Its furni- 
ture. The library. Expedition of paffengers in the baat. 
Various and tormenting delays. The captain enraged and 
intemperate. View at the opening of the Berbifche river. 
Happy fenfations on arriving. at Fort St. Andrew, 
* . 5 3 273 


LETTER. XIX. 


Situation of Fort St, Andrew. Indians, tigers, monkies, and 
parrots inhabit the furrounding woods. A town, to be 
called New Amfterdam, building upon the banks of the 
rivers Berbifche and Kannye. Dutch garrifon-hofpital at 
Berbifche fitted up by the author. Ninety-third regiment in 
garvifon at Fort St. Andrew. Excellent difcipline of 
this regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel Gammell. Author 
afflicted with a complaint in his legs. A foldier drowned in 
bathing. Remarks occafened by the forrowful effec of the 
accident upon his comrades. Examination after a café of 
yellow fever. Author intends to purfue his inquiries re 
Specting the difeafed appearances. Written opinions regarde 
ing the yellow fever Hy di ifcordant, = ms 313 
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LEAT ICR, (ame 


A Dutch © vendue” of flaves. Attended by the cokonifis 
like a public fair. Quite a helyday or gala-meeting. Man- 
ner of expofing the flaves by auction. Method of exanuning 
them. Their average value. ConduG of a negro who 
avas put up to the hammer without his wife, Author con- 
duéis his friend from African , flaves to free Indians. ‘foins 
a party 6 P Indians near the river Kannye. Indifference of 
thefe people concerning the whites. Ansther party pack up 
their furniture and utenjils, and return into the woods. 
Lhe women bear the burden. Indians engage to cut wood, 
but cannot be relied on. Lhey have no indufiry—nor any 
defire to emulate the colonifis. A party from the woods come 
down the river in a cance to Fort St. Andrew, Page 325. 
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Politene/s and hofpitality of Goulet der Battenburg towards 
the author. The Government-houfe. Its fituction and con- 
firuciion. Excurfion-up the creek or river Kannye. Lflate 
of Mynheer Ongre. Its produce in coffee—in cocoa. Num- 
ber and value of the flaves. Mode of preparing cocoa and 
chocolate. ood, drink, plates, difbes, medicine, and clothing 
all grow in the fields. Berbifche widely remote from head- 
quarters. Uncertainty of receiving news from the army. 
Route-by which it commonly reaches Berbifche. Brave 
conduct of a black corps at St. Lucie.- The gallant Colonel 
Malcolm falls at their head. Uncertain of remaining in 

G uiana, the author dives his letters to be fent to St. Do- 
mingo. Garrifon net unmindful of the 4th of Fune, En- 
eee echo through the heavy forefis, - 337 
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News reaches Berbifehe of the capture of the ifland of St, 
Lucie. A fentinel on guar d defiroyed by the ** Coup de So- 


XV 
il.’ Marked cafe of yellow fever in a grenadier, 
named Llewellyn, The Savanna near fort 8t. Andrew 
inhabited by alligators. A fentinel, frightened by the ap- 
proach of one of thefe amphibiain the night, fires and alarms 
the garrifon. The alligator an animal of great firength and 
bideous form : is fiongly protected againf? external injury : 
is peculiarly fufceptible of life. His flefo ufed by the negroes 
as food. Vifit of a party to the governor's and Mr. Blair’s, 
Fete given to the flaves at the government-houfe. Author's 
reflections on the fcene. The dance interrupted by a party of 
the fons of Bacchus. Eumcrous remarks of the governor 
indicative of his correct knowledge of the Einglf> language. 
Politene/s of the governor and Madame Van Battenburg, 
“to the officers. Sumptuous entertainment at Mr. Blair’s. 
Author vifits the “ Yaw-houfe.” Wretched appearance of 
the objects afflicted with this hideous malady. A diflant ex- 
curfion projected, in which the author hopes te join, Page 3.45 
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LETTER “XXUL 


Indolence and viftonary di Realty often the bane of our gratifi- 
cation. Author engages with a party in a maroos RINQ eX= 
curfion up the river Lerbifche. No jixed plan, but the 
journey regulated by the information and treatment met with 
en route. Difficulties and abfiacles fuggefied by gentlemen 
of the colony. _Ignorane ce of the Dutch language the greate/t 
impediment. Stores and neceffary Pir des collefled in the 
boat. Departure from New Amfferdam. Mode of com- 
pleting the boats crew a little unwarrantable. Plantation 
ilet Pleytanker the firft piace of ‘call. The party well re- 
ceived by Mr. Deen: meet Mynheer Abbenfets : proceed 
with him to Eijendam to pafs the night. Friendly attention 
of Mynleer Wohler a Hanoverian furgeon, Author and 
Mynbeer Webler make a promenade round the plantations 
Effendam, and Sans Souct, ° = 368 


XVI 


Author and his comrades leave Effendam. Generous and friend- 
ly hofpitality of Mynbeer Abbenfets. The party obtain much 
ufeful information from Mynheer Schneider refpeling their 
journey. M.: ‘ynheer Abbenfets and Mynbeer Schneider con- 
tribute additional fupplies to the boat. A long journey to 
the efrate Vigilantie. Heavy toil for the flaves. They flop 
occafionally dad plunge into the river to refrefh themfelves. 
AA friendly welcome by Mynbeer Malfted. Author vifits the 
negro yard at Vigilantie.. Is prefented by a negro to bis 
filer. An example of the effect of flavery. A fingular 
mocle of punifoment. The party leave Vigilantie — arrive 
at the old town of Amfterdam. Vifit Mynheer — le vieu 
Fifcal, and Mynheer Scholten. Le view Fifcal converfes in 
Latin — profeffes great efteem for the Englifp — is viclently 
inimical to the Stadtholder, “ = Page 378 


Mynheer Scholten chirurgien-major to the Dutch troops, 
Madame Scholten witty and facetious. Author referves a 
Specimen of humour to relate to bis friend on his return to 
England, Old town of Amfterdam. A party of Indians. A 
party of manumitted Negroes. Profelhon of furgeon-barber 
not extinét in the Dutch colonies. Iwo of the auther’s 
comrades foaved by a chirurgo-tonfar, who fupports a Latin 
converfation, upon medical and other fubjects, during “ the 
operation.” The party meet Mynheer Benner at Myn- 
heer Scholten’s. Accompany him to the eflate Fobanna, 
On arriving are prefented ta Madame Scholten and five 
other white ladies—Gocd refemblance of an European 
garden. Appearance of a gang of Haves ginning cotton by 
candle light, Rs * 387 


The party adopt anew mode of travelling fuggefted by Mynheer 
#enner. A Dutch mountain. Alarm excited by the author 
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and his comvades vefpeEling the Bufb Negroes in the woods. 
A Weft Indian ride atrofs the foreft and wild favannas. 
European feene on approaching the eftate Arends. Fra- 
grant path leading to the houfe. The party meet a polite re- 
ception from M: eheee Paiels :—dine at Arends :—proceed 
in the evening to Mybneer Heynemani’ s accompanied by 
Mynheer Paiels and M yabeer Fenner. Vifit a Dutch 
military poft at an angle of the river near Arends. | Myn - 
_ heer Heynemann’s houfehold, = - Page 396 


Author obtains an early converfation with M. Heynemann. 
Examines his collefion. Meffrs. Heynemann, Paiels, and 
Fenner plan, for the party, the remainder of the excurfion. 
Interefting day at Mr. Heynemann’s. Indians called Bucks 
—the women Buckeen. Common bow and arrow of the 
Indians. Their accuracy in ufing them. Fine attitude in 
pulling the bow. The poifoned arrow and its tube. Au- 
thor and tavo of bis comrades proceed to Savonette. One of 
the party fuddenly afflicted with a malady, which detains him 
at M. Heynemant! s. Vifit to an Indian but, at two o'clock 
in the morning. Indian method of fleeping. Surprize of 
V andyke, an old Dutch foldier. His. remark concerning 
the indifpofition of an Indian w ife. Wight accommodation 
at Savonette, - - = 404 
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Anticipated gratification robs the author of reft. Senfations on 
looking out at the door of Savonette early in the morning. 
Vifit to an Indian village in the woods. Scenery on enter = 
ing the foreft. Reflections on approaching the village. 
Vandyke enfures the party a civil reception. No ceremony 
obferved. Author and bis comrades minutely examine all 
around them. Bucks abjent. Buckeen employed preparing 
caffada. Curiofity not reciprocal. The party procure [pect- 
mens of animals, implements and utenfils. The laba. An 
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XVIiL 


example of natural affection in the wild woods. A further 
example of the fame. Food ufed by the Indians. Manner 
of preparing it. Indolence of the inhabitants of the woods. 
Caffula their  flaff of life.” Pepper-pot of crabs, and la- 
ba. The Armadillo. Structure of the Indian huts. Author 
expreffes a hope of foewing the model of one to his friend 
fome day in England. Temple of incantation. Super- 
frition of the Indians refpecting difeafe. Hot or va- 
pour bath. Scenery round the foreft village. An im- 
menfe tree of the Tonquin bean. Concerning other trees 
in the woods of Guiana. A Kiwihi, and other /pecimens 
prefented by Vandyke : Water-lemansy—by the Indians. Mi- 
litary honors. Echo through the deep foreft. Author and 


bis comrades return to Mynbeer Heynemann’s, and te 


Arends, ~ Se Page 417 


Feelings of fatisfattion evinced by Mynbeer Heynemann. Fis 
attention to the author. Conneéting link between the dndi- 
ans and the colonifis. Policy of the Dutch government re- 
[petting the Indians. Opportunities poffefed by Mynheer 
Heynemann of obferving the character and habits of the 
people of the woods :—peculiarly qualified for the appoint. 
ment of poft -bolder :—elected a chief among the Indians: 
Propofal to affemble a body of them in military array. On 
the remarks and obfervations of Mynheer Heynemann. Ine 
dian tribes in Guiana, The Charibs moft'warlike. Promi- 
nent features diftingui/bing the Indians from Europeans — 
from Africans. Clothing of the Indians. Kwway afed by 
the Buckeen. Conduct of a mother and daughter on pre- 
Jenting the apparel of a young Buckeen to the author, 436 


Form and general appearance of the Indians. Cuftom of 
pulling the hair from different parts of their bodies, Res 
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KIX 


marks concerning the indolent habits of the people of the 
avoods. Labour not a natural impulfe. Indians fond of 
jrirituous liquors. A degree of method obtains in their in~ 
toxication. Polygamy praciifed among them. De/potic to- 


wards their wives. .The women toil at home, and bear the 


burden when they move abroad. The Buckeen fombre and 
puis in prefence of the men—are fond of drinking 
rum. - Some obfervations refpetting obefity—alfo concerning 
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The party ave conducted from Arends to Fohanna by Mynheer 


Fenner. Fourney acrofs the Savanna and foref. Chafe 
of amule. Vifit to an Indian Village. A wretched obq 
ject of difeafe. A plantation of reeds for making arrows 
Trees of wild cinnamon. The party dine at Fohanna :— 
Sleep at Helvetia. Cordially welcomed by Mynheer Freinde. 
Honored with peculiar marks of attention by Mynheer Fene 
ner. 4 comfortle/s night. Unhappy feelings concerning 
an ebon nymph. Vifit to Mynbeer Scholten at the old town. 
Apologies of M.- le vieu Fifcal. His exceffes attributed to 
& Jevelling bumpers.” A purchafe from a handfcme Indian 
avoman. River current. Vifit to the plantation Daar -vadt 


—a colonial efate—per haps “6 prize property.’ Alarm 


of an old Hollander on feeing a party of Britifh officers. A 
wretched night in confequence of mufquitoes, 4o2 


The party leave Daargradt with the morning tide, intending 


to proceed to Mynbeer Robolofk’s. Call at Effendam. 
Kindly detained by M. Abbenfets. Make a vifit of ac- 
knowledgment to Mynheer Schneider. Cards introduced 
after dinner at Effendam. Evening promenade to Sans 
Souci. Wretched annoyance of musquitees. AffliGed aps 
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pearance of ihe paviy. Departure from Effendam. Con 
clufton. of the expedition: General remarks. Novelty and 
hofpitality. Civility an inadequate term. Mode of travel- 
ling highly commodious: Samenefs of feenery relieved. Pel 
lucid water of the river. Navel appearance of the foreft, 
the boat, Fc. A floating ifland. Difficulties ideal. In- 
fects not troublefome it the woedss A peculiar mark of 
polttenefs, ° > “ Page 463 
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LETTER 1. 


“luther and his friends wait for General W. byte, and the 
Cork convoy. Friendly altercation between the Author and 
bis comrades. Cork Fleet driven back to Cove. The Hine 
doftan and Abergavenny arrive from Ireland. The Mary 
Yabella, from England, after a paffage of fifteen weeks. 
Author and his comrades ordered upon duty. Troops 
arrive unhealthy. Trwo-deck fhips bad tranfports. State 
a negroes in flave fbips contrafted with foldiers in tranfports. 
Degree of heat March 23d. Remarks upon a French 
paper, complaining of the profeffional praétice of the Britifh 


medical officers in St. Domingo. 


a 


Barbadoes, March. 


L4G Fie. Saud. lin 


I SHOULD have mentioned to you in my laft 
letter, that from joining in the general greet- 
ings on the -glad occafion of Sir R. Aber- 
cromby’s long-expected arrival, and hoping to 
learn that we were immediately to proceed to St. 
Domingo, we loft no time in waiting upon the 
commander in chief, but went to pay our re- 


{pets to him the day after he reached Barba. 
VOL, II. B 
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does. Jam forry, however, to tell you, that 
we are fiill likely to be detained for fome time 


in this Ifland, it being intended that we fhould 


wait the arrival of General Whyte, and the 
Cork divifion, and all proceed to St. Domingo 
under the fame convoy. ng 


J am happy to be able to announce to you 
that the ills of climate have, hitherto, {carcely 
reached me; but my friends Cleghorn and 
Mafter, I am forry to remark, are greater 
fuffeyers than myfelf. All of us are annoyed 
by the prickly heat, and thofe tormenting 
infeQs the mutfquitoes ; but, in Cleghorn, the 
prickly heat is fo violent, as to become quite 
a fore eruption ; and, on the legs of Matter, 
the bites of mufquitoes have produced very 
troublefome ulcers: alfo, in addition to thele 
evils, both of my friends are frequently 
troubled with epiftaxis.* ; with which I have 


not been once attacked. 


Regardiefs that they are more difturbed 
by the effeéts of climate than I am, they often 
amufe themfelves at my continuing to obferve 
an abftemious diet, and to perfevere in my 


* Bleeding from the nofe. 
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long eftablifhed habit of drinking water; and 


are even bold enough to propofe that we 
fhould form a tontine, with the benefit of 
furvivorfhip. ‘ Let us,” fay they, “ enter 
- into an engagement that he who lives longeft . 
fhall be entitled to the clothes, arms, baggage, 

and horfes of thofe who may chance to die, 

_ previous to our return to England.”—To this 
T tell-them, I can fee only one objection, viz. 

that it would encumber me with more red 

coats, and baggage, than I fhould know what 
to do with. They, laughing, aflure me that 

I need have no fuch apprehenfion, and kindly 

promife—the one to preferve my {word, the 

other my piftols as “a talifman, in memory of 
a friend, who fought his death--- - dy drink- 

ing water !”—=“* Water,” continue they, “ will 

render you the moft palatable to the hungry 

devourer of thefe regions, and, of courfe, you 

will be his earlieft prey.” —‘ On the contrary, 

my friends,” I reply, ‘ you lay a bait for this 

ravenous deftroyer, by preparing for him in- 

viting juices, enriched with wine, and high 

effenced difhes ; for, like yourfelves, he loves 

to indulge, and prefers wine and high flavored 

viands, to a more plain and fimple diet— | 
» hence, inftead of your dividing my {word and 
| B 2 
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pittols, the probability is that I fhall return 
to England trebly armed.” 


Were it fit to take up this fubje& pro- 
feffonally, or to trouble you with medical 
difcuffions, I might fhew fome powerful rea- 
fons why [ have a better chance of again fee- 
ing England, than either of my humorous 
and pleafant aflociates. Our comrade, Weir, 
{miles at our calculations, and being in a 
manner fecure, from having undergone nine — 
years feafoning at Jamaica, feels that he may 
have to return alone, and report the fate of 
us all, | 


Endlefs, furely, are to be the vexations 
and difappointments attending this expedition ! 
In every attempt, every branch of it would 
feem deftined to meet with delay and difafter. 
In the papers, received by the la(t packet, 
we read that the Cork fleet, which we had 
flattered ourfelves was within a few leagues of 
Barbadoes, has put back. into Cove harbour. 
In this we have great and fevere difappoint- 
ment. It was the divifion with which we 
were to proceed to our place of deftination, | 
and from the fhips which have already ar- 
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rived reporting fo favorably of the voyage, and 
the weather, it is a mortification very unex- 
pected. The Clarendon, the Charlotte, the 
Singleton and others having made an uncom- 
monly quick paflage, we had no fufpicion but 
the winds muft have been favorable for the 
whole convoy ; and, making allowances for 
the delay of dull failing veffels, felt affured 
that they muft arrive in the courfe of a few — 


on 


days; hence the difappointment we experi- 
ence is even greater than it was from hearing 
of the return of our own convoy under Ad- 
miral Chriftian. | 


Single fhips, of each of the two fleets, 
ftill continue to arrive. The Hindoftan and 
Abergavenny Eaft Indiamen, and feveral tranf- 
ports have joined from Cork; and on the 
25th, came in the Mary Lfabella of the Portf- 
mouth divifion. She failed with us on the 
oth of December, and has been a week longer 
on the voyage than the unfortunate General 
Cuyler, but precifely the fame time at fea, 
having put into Lifbon difabled, and remained 
there three weeks, which reduces the period 
to twelve weeks, the exact time the General 
Cuyler was beating about upon the ocean. | 


B 3 


6 


It now remains to me to inform you that 
we have to bid adieu to our rural excurfions, . 
and maroon-like wanderings, about the plea- 
fant ifland of Barbadoes: for it is ordered that 
the phyficians of the St. Domingo ftaff thali 
confider themfelves on duty, at the general 
hofpital at St. Anne’s Hill; and it has fallen 
to my lot to be the firt employed. We have 
alfo the further duty of infpeCting the troops 
of the different fhips of the Cork divifion as 
they come into harbour, in order to report 
their flate of health, or difeafe. Luckily our 
refidence, on board the Lord Sheffield, hap- 
pens to be fingularly convenient for the per- 
formance of thefe duties, and hence we hope 
to be able ftill to continue our focial mefs ; 
and to live in the cool breeze, afloat, inftead 
of being crowded in the clofe and heated 
town; 


Being in the bay, we readily fee every 
fhip as it comes in, and can, conveniently, 
take off a boat to proceed upon our vifit of 
infpection without delay: and we are not lefs 
happily placed for the hofpital, being able to 
reach it ina boat, much quicker than we could 
walk to it from the town. 


is 


Sicknefs, I am forry to remark, is already 
appearing among us. ‘The hofpitals are full, 
and fome of the troops are obliged to quit 
their barracks, in order that thefe may, alfo, 
be converted into fick wards. But do not 
imagine that we are already fuffering from 
difeafe of climate. Itis not fo. The malady, 
which now exifts, has been brought with the 
troops. It is the common hofpital or fhip 
fever—is the confequence of the foldiers being 
long detained in crowded fhips, and has no- 
thing to do with La Maladie du Pays. 


The fhips of the Cork divifion, notwith- 
ftanding their quick paflage, arrive in a very 
unhealthy ftate, but in thefe the troops muft 
have been fickly when they embarked, or 
before they left the harbour; and, from the 
{pecimen we have in the Abergavenny and 
Hindoftan, we have nothing favorable to ex-_ 
pet from the feeming accommodation of 
employing thefe large veflels as troop fhips. 
In none of the tranfports have we, yet, found 
the men more unhealthy: but, from the 
habits of cleanlinefs, commonly obferved on 
board the Eaft India fhips, and, more efpe- 
cially, from that excellent officer General 
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Whitelock, and feveral other active and intel- 
ligent military officers being on board, no ful- 
picion can be entertained of any of the rules 
of ‘cleanlinefs or regularity having been ne- 
glected among the troops. 


To me it has always appeared unwife to 
employ any fhip as a tranfport, in which the 
men are obliged to fleep upon two different 
decks, both crowded, and the one below 
the other; and, from prefent appearances, 
this expedition promifes to confirm the opi- 
nion. | 


Where from three hundred to five hun- 
dred men, in addition to the fhip’s company, 
have to make a paflage in the fame veilel, 
they cannot but be crowded; and if the 
weather fhould chance to be bad, it will be_ 
impoflible to have the lower deck kept fo 
clean, and well ventilated, as is requifite; and 
hence from many of the foldiers becoming 
fick ; from their taking food in their fleeping 
births ; and crowding themfelves with knap- 
facks, blankets, and other baggage ; and from 
multitudes breathing together, in a clofe and. 
confined place, the air muft, very quickly, be 
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rendered unwholefome, and diieafe will, ne- 
ceflarily, be generated. Where there are two 
decks it is alfo more difficult to keep the men 
fufficiently expofed to the open atmofphere, 
as the idle and difobedient can more ealily con- 
ceal themfelves, and remain. below through- 
out the day. 


The difference, in point of health, is 
peculiarly ftriking between the troops convey- 
ed in tranfports from England, and the flaves 
brought in the Guinea fhips from Africa. 
Perhaps, from the prefent mode of conducting 
the flave fhips, might be derived fome ufeful 
hints for the management of our tranfports. 
The flaves are much more crowded than the | 
foldiers, yet far more healthy. It becomes us 
therefore to afcertain the caufe of this, and I 
much fufped& that it will be found in the 
difference of treatment and accommodation. 
According to the prefent method of conduct- 
ing them, | might venture it as an opinion 
that a Guinea fhip would carry—with lefs 
danger of difeafe being generated among 
them—a cargo of flaves more than thrice as 


numerous as a tranfport would carry of fol- 
diers. 
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I took occafion to note to you in a for- 
mer letter that the nakednefs of the flaves was 
perhaps their greateft fecurity againft difeafe : 
but in addition to their being without clothes, 
they are compelled to remain conftantly upon 
deck in the day-time; and are encouraged to 
exercife and amufement : their fleeping places 
are completely wafhed out as foon as they quit 
them; and no fpecies of bageage, nor cloth- 
ing—-not a bundle, nor any article of bed- 
ding—not even a fingle blanket, nor a theet, 
nor any kind of thing that can create filth, 
or colle impurities is admitted. Ventila- 
tion and wafhing are firi€tly obferved, and 
the flaves are encouraged, or compelled to 
cleanlinefs of perfon: and, together with thefe 
means, perhaps their fimple diet of vegetables 
and water may greatly contribute, by dimi- 
nithing the predifpofition, and leflening the 
fufceptibility of difeafe. 


Hence it would feem that cleanlinefs, 
exercife, cheerfulnefs, a fimple diet, and free 
expofure to the atmofphere are the great 
preventives of ficknefs—and that by a ftrid 
obfervance of thefe means the flaves make 
the voyage, from Africa to the Weft Indies, 


if 


without engendering infeCtious maladies, al- 
though infinitely more crowded, than troops 
on board even the moft confined tranfport. 


Many caufes confpire to prevent thefe 
grand objects from being equally attained by 
the foldiers ; but it is a defideratum, even, to 
approach them, Were IJ to enter into a detail 
of all that might be offered upon this very 
important fubject, inftead of a letter I thould 
write you a volume. The difference of cli- 
mate, of habit, of education, and of diet 
would all require to be taken into the dif- 
cuffion; but it were foreign to our prefent 
purpofe to engage in fo extenfive an inquiry. 
I may, therefore, content myfelf with adding 
that, both in regard to tranfports, and bar- 
racks, the fervice would reap the moft effential 
benefit, were the rules, which might be pre- 
_ {cribed by its medical officers, ftrictly enjoined; 
and policy, no lefs than humanity would feem 
to demand it. 


I muft not forget to note to you, that 
the 23d inftant was the hotteft day we have 
felt, {ince our arrival between the tropics. In 
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the morning the thermometer ftood at 73, 
and the weather was pleafantly cool, but it 
afterwards grew very clofe, and the little air 
that was ftirring, coming from the fouth, we 
all felt the temperature much increafed, and 
every one complained of exceflive heat. We 
were on‘fhore during the morning, but hav- 
ing left our thermometers in the fhip, had 
not the opportunity of obferving the degree of 
heat, either in the town, or the bay: from 
our feelings, compared with the preceding © 
days, we judge it to have been at leaft 86. 


Although it was unufually hot and op- 
preflive in Bridge Town, we perceived a 
firong difference, indeed found a tolerable 
breeze, in the more elevated part of the 
country. We took our dinner at Dr. Hinde’s, 
which I before mentioned to you is fome 
miles from the town, and fo far from feeling 
the heat oppreffive, there, we were not at all 
incommoded by it. Thirteen perfons fat down 
to table, and I remarked that not one of the 
party had occafion to ufe his handkerchief, 
in a way that might have fhocked the de- 
licacy of a Chefterficld, 


r3 

What would you think were I to con- 
clude my letter by noting to you a mark of 
great mode/fy in a Frenchman? Perhaps you 
will fay it isa rare inftance; or that you never 
met with—never heard of fuch a thing! If 
fo, call it affurance, impudence, or what you 
like, and I almoft promife to forgive you! 

A paper, faid to be of high importance, 
has been prefented for our confideration. It 
was fent from St. Domingo to England: and 
lo! what fhould this important communica- 
tion prove to be, but a direct and indifcrimi- 
nate attack upon the practice of all the Britith 
medical officers who have, hitherto, been em- 
ployed with the troops in St. Domingo, writ- 
ten by a French pra¢titioner of the ifland; who, 
without knowing what means had been ufed, 
in the treatment of difeafe, illiberally condemns 
the whole practice, arrogantly fetting forth 
his own as more wife and more beneficial. 
Need I have told you that thé mode author 
is a Frenchman? We know not the name of 
this would-be Hippocrates: but as we have 
found his ftatements to be not fimply inaccu- 
rate, but wholly devoid of truth; I think you 
will allow that we have heen merciful towards 
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him, in only remarking that the very curious 
paper laid before us, muft have been “ the 
production of fome prejudiced individual, 
who had not troubled himfelf to obtain any 
knowledge whatever, of the pradtice which, 
probably from motives of intereft, he had pre- 
fumed to condemn.” 
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Author apprebenfive of fatiguing his friend with tales of de- 
lay and difappointment. A fleet of merchantmen arrives at 
Barbadoes after a fort pafjage. The heavens and the feas 
exclufively oppofed to the convoys of the expedition. Supply 
of provifions and frock at Barbadses. Single foips of the con= 
voys fill continue to arrive. George and Bridget. reaches 
Carlifle Bay. This foip fingularly the feat of incident and 
difafter. Chavacter of Mac—. His adventures and vexa- 
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Barbadoes, March 30, 
I rrar you will be tired of reading tales 
of difappointment and uncertainty, which, as I 
before obferved, would feem to know no end. 
On the morning of the 28th inft. we faw an 
enfign hoifted at the fort, and heard three guns. 
fired; which conftitute the fignal of alarm 
implying a ftrange fleet to be in fight. It was, 
immediately, concluded that it was the Cork 
convoy, and its arrival was readily explained, 
by fuppofing it to have put to fea again, quick- 
ly after its return to harbour, and to have 


availed itfelf of the favorable wind which had 
6 
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already brought to us fo many {ingle fhips of 
that divifion, Dr. Cleghorn and myfelf hap- 
pened to be on our way to the hofpital, and on 
reaching St. Anne’s hill we had a moft fplen- 
did view of about eighty fhips failing {mooth- 
ly below us, fpreading their white canvafs along 
‘the coaft of the Ifland, as they proceeded 
towards the harbour. Our expectations now 
feemed confirmed. It muft be the Cork 
fleet: and we felt aflured of a fpeedy de- 
parture for St. Domingo! But our meafure 
of vexation was not yet filled. Judge of our 
difappointment on finding it to be only a fleet 
of merchantmen! Never perhaps was expecta- 
tion fo often raifed, and fo repeatedly difap- 
pointed, as regarding the unhappy convoys of 
this great and threatening armament. 


After fpending nearly fix months in vain 
attempts to make the paflage, we are told that 
the two great divifions of our expedition are 
fill lying in harbour, only preparing to put to 
fea; and amidft all the ftorms and _ perils 
which have fo conftantly oppofed the progrefs 
of the fhips of war, and the tranfports, our 
mortification is increafed by finding that a fleet 
of flow failing traders, could make the voyage, 


am 


with great facility, in the fhort period of thirty 
days. We learn, from thefe merchantmen, 
that the convoys were expected to put to fea, 
again, in about ten days, from the time they 
came away. 


Every week, nay, almoft every day, fince 
the middle of the month of September, have 
we heard of thefe fleets being about to fail in 
the courfe of a few days, and now, after fix 
months of daily and anxious expectation, and 
of as conftant difappointment, it is again faid 
that they were to put to fea in about ten 
days. | 


It would feem that the very elements 
had been fet in hoftile array, exclufively, againft 
the expedition, and that it only required the 
failing of the convoys to provoke the wrath of 
the winds, and of angry ocean. Amidft all 
the vexatious delays, that continue. to occur, — 
it is mortifying to difcover that not one of the 
troop fhips has made the paflage with this for- 
tunate fleet of merchantmen—which failed 
from Spithead on the 27th of February, and 
_ reached Barbadoes early on the 28th of March. 


Vor. It. ¢ 
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After breakfaft we went on fhore to make 
our marketings and to learn all the additional 
news brought by the fleet, which had now 
/come to anchor. ‘The ftreets of Bridge-town 
were crowded, and the markets over-run with 
ftrangers. Not a fifh—nor a joint of meat | 
was to be had. A fingle chicken was all we 
could procure. | 


Barbadoes is the beft fupplied of all our 
colonies to windward of Jamaica. ‘The ifland 
abounds with provifions and ftock; but from 
the late repeated, and multiplied arrivals, and 
from a numerous fleet being fo long detained 
in the bay, the demand has been fo great 
that .a degree of fcarcity, or, at leaft, that mark 
of it, an increafed and extravagant price begins © 
to prevail. 


In the courfe of the day on which the fleet 
of merchantmen arrived, a fadly terrifying 
{cene occurred inthe harbour. The found ofan 
alarm-bell was heard, from oneof the tranfports, 
anda dread fenfation was inftantly diffufed 
throughout the bay. All hands haftened upon 
deck, and every fhip appeared thronged with | 
anxious multitudes, eagerly looking out for the 
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eaufe of alarm. The tran{port was on fire, 
and from the crowded ftate of the harbour, 
and the immenfe quantity of gun powder on 
board the fleet, our fituation became fadly ter- - 
rific : we were all in danger of being blown up 
in one great explofion. Never was a moment 
of more exreme peril and anxiety. The veflel 
was rapidly confuming, and on every quar- 
ter fhe was clofely furrounded by others ; it 
was therefore expected that the flames would 
fpread throughout the harbour.  Fortu- 
nately the efforts of thofe who were near 
were not paralyfed by the fhock. Boats were 
quickly manned on every fide, and fent with 
all poffible difpatch to the relief of the tranf- 
port ; and moft happily, by the boldnefs and 
_ activity of the feamen, the fire was extin- 


guifhed before it reached any of the other vef- 
fels, : 


Single thips ofthe Cork divifion ftill con- 
tinue to join us; and among them we now 
find the George and Bridget with hofpital 
ftores, having our comrade Henderfon on 
board. ‘The George and Bridget, as I before re- 
marked to you, is a large North country hip, 
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of vaft bulk, very unwieldy, and manifeftly a 
flow failor. Her cabin is not” conveniently 
fitted up, but appears heavy and fombre, and 
calculated to convey gloomy impreffions. This 
fhip has been quite the feat of incident. Iam 
not fure whether fhe, originally, failed with 
the feet in November. If the did, the return- 
ed to Spithead after the ftorm, and there wait- 
ed the fecond failing of the convoy in Decem- 
ber.—On the gth of that month fhe left Eng- | 
land, in company with us, but being difa- — 
bled in one of the gales, which early befet our 
fleet, fhe put back into Cove harbour ; and, 
there, finding the Cork divifion preparing for 
fea, and, like herfelf, deftined for St. Domingo, 
ihe did not haften to fail again, and follow 
us, alone ; but waited to put herfelf under the 
protection of the Cork convoy. During this 
delay it was that our affiftant Mac— found 
her out, and obtained abirth on board. 


With the Cork fleet, which was termed 
the St. Domingo divifion of the expedition, 
the George and Bridget again went: to fea, 
and, again, was compelled to put back in con- 
fequence of bad weather. 
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Only two days had paffed, from the time 
of leaving the harbour, when a fignal was 
made forthe fleet to wear, and return to Cove. 
The weather being, at the time, uncommonly 
thick and hazy, feveral of the fhips ran foul 
of each other: one went direGtly aboard the 
unwieldy George and Bridget, which was ever 
in the way of accident and difafter, and had it 
not been a much lighter veffel, than herfelf, 
_ mutt have funk her, with all hands, to the bot- 
tom. As it was, fhe ftove in her fide, and left 
an unfeemly mark of injury, which fhe ftul 
bears about her. The wind being {fcarcely 
more favorable for returning than for advanc- 
ing, feveral of the fhips were unable to make 
the harbour ; and from being obliged to keep 
at fea, they ftood on and effected the paflage 
alone,—which explains the circumftance of fo — 
many fingle fhips of this convoy having arrived 
in Carlifle bay. 


The George and Bridget, after her un- 
fortunate accident, reached fo near the harbour 
as to take a pilot on beard to carry her in— 
but from the wind veering round, and blowing 
{trong againit them, peor Patrick the pilot, in 
fteering for Cave harbour, ftood acrofs the 
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Atlantic, and committed the blunder of carry- 
ing himfelf out tothe Weft Indies. ‘True it is 
that the accident might have occurred upon 
any other coaft, or to a man of any other nation 
—but the pilot happening to be from dear 
Cork itfelf, the poor fellow, you will readily 
imagine, is teazed by the failors, as having 
practifed fomething very like—a Bull ! 


We have been diverted at hearing the 
circumftance related: but we have ftrong feel- 
ings of fympathy towards the unfcrtunate pi- 
lot, and his family ; for his wife and children 
are left in the diftrefsful fituation of not know- 
ing how to account tor his abfence. He had 
hoped to return home, by getting on board 
fome veffel upon the paflage, but none fell in 
- their path, and it now remains for him to 
take a view of the bay, into which he has 
fteered, and return to tell the tale at Cove - - = 
as foon as he can. 


During the time the George and Bridget 
remained foul of the fhip which ran aboard 
her, and which in addition to the blow of her 
fide, carried away her fore rigging, two of the 
failors, from the other veffel, while in the at- 
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tempe to clear her, ftepped on board the George 
and Bridget, and the fhipshappening at that mo- 
ment to get afunder, thefe men were feparated 
from their ownveffel, and, compelled likethepi- 
lot, to take an unexpected paflage in the George 
and Bridget, to Barbadoes—their own captain 
fuppofing them to have fallen overboard, or 
been in fome way wr vitims of the accident., 
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Oar loft affiftant, poor Mac—— who was 
left behind in confequence of going to Portf- 
mouth in fearch of our cow, juft as the thip was 
getting under weigh, is alfo among the unex- 
pected paffengers on board the eventful George 
and Bridget.| After many unfuccefsful at- 
tempts to overtake the Lord Sheffield he felt 
happy in meeting with a veflel with fome of 
his comrades on board ; and having difcovered> 
this fhip it had been extremely difficult to con-. 
vince him that no birth could be had on board, 
His foot once upon deck, all further concern re- 
{peQting accommodations was quickly removed, 
The narrative of his adventures, with and with- 
out the cow, has diverted us exceedingly. To 
comprehend his urgent proceedings, and ra- 
pid movements, it were neceflary to know 
fomething of his figure and character. He is 
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alittle fat, fiurdy man, of fhort, punch-like 
ficure, between thirty and forty years of age, 
with a vaft deal of good humour and will- 
ing a@ivity about him—buflling, well intend- 
ing, and officionfly defirous to be ufeful. He 
is confident, and prefumptuous, yet pofleffes a 
degree of perfonal timidity bordering upon fus 
perftition. Abruptly familiar with thofe he 
fecks, he grows importunate and attaches him- 
felf even toannoyance ; being one of thofe peo- 
ple who have more of freedom than good man- 
- nets—perfeét matters in cafe, and as perfeatly 
ignorant in politenefs. He is of that clafs 
which pofleffes more of willingnefs than judg- 
ment—more of hafte, than order ; one of thofe 
who engage with bold confidence, in whatever 
prefents itfelf, without looking to the event, 
or obferving any thing of method in the exe- 
cution ;—who are ever ready to plunge into 
difficulties, without a thought how to fubdue 
them. 


The fame fanguine feelings which lead 
him into difficulties, tend to fupport him 
through them. Not being of a difpofition to 
brood over his diftreffes, he is feldom the fub-+ 
ject of difmay, or the victim of fombre reflec. 
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tién. Involved in one dilemma, he common. 
ly efeapes from it by rufhing headlong into a 
greater, and often by entailing future troubles, 
blunders on to his obje—overcoming every 
impediment by forcing circumftances through 
all hazards to the end propofed ; then, forget- 
ful of the new difficulties he has created, 
piques himfelf upon the merit - - - - of having 
accomplifhed his defign !: His woes, you will 
believe, are frequent, but they are, alfo, tranfi- 
tory, de requires not the patient endurance 
of philofophy to fupport them—they pals 
quickly away in all the hurry of thoughtlefs 
indifference. | 


From this fketch ef his character you 
will learn, without furprize, that pecuniary 
-dificulties have led to his prefent humble ap- 
pointment. He had fettled himfelf in bufy 
London, in a fituation of refpeCability, and 
which promifed early independence ; but from 
thoughtlefs habits, and a difpofition ever re- 
gardlefs of the morrow, became involved be- 
yond the power of extricating himfelf, and, at 
length, brought on ills, which he now feeks to 
fly from, rather than hopes to remedy. 


‘po 


With feveral other gentlemen of the 
hofpital-ftaff, to whom the fore-cabin was 
allotted, Mac—was ordered to take his paflage 
in the Lord Sheffield; and feeling both 
pleafed and proud to be in the fame fhip with 
the perfon who had the direCtion of the 
department, to which he belonged, he was 
always at hand when any thing occurred,— 
always firft to tender either ufeful, or officious 
fervices. 


It being an effential comfort to have . 
plenty of milk on the paflage, we had pur- 
chafed a cow to take on board, as the beft 
method of fecuring the accommodation ; but 
owing to fome neglect, on fhore, our valued 
animal had not reached the Lord Sheffield at 
the time the fignal was made for failing. 
This was a fad difappointment to us: for, to 
lofe our cow were a ferious misfortune— 
even the apprehenfion of it was matter of 
much anxiety. We applied to the captain to 
know how we could proceed with the greateft 
probability of procuring her; who, faying 
that it was not an objea& for which he could 


delay the thip, added that. the only chance of 
; | | ieee . 
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having our milk was by fending off fome 
perfon, inftantly, to Portf{mouth, who would 
bring the cow, without a moment's delay. 
Mac— hearing this, and being always delirous: 
to make himfelf ufeful, immediately volun- 
teered his fervices—nothing doubting of fuc- 
cefs. A boat, returning to the fhore, was 
accordingly hailed, and away hurried Mac— 
for the cow; not once dreaming of the poffi- 
bility of failure, nor that there could be any 
rifk of his being left behind. The cow! the 
cow ! he had no other idea—nothing but the 
cow occupied his mind! In the fame unthink- 
ing hafte in which he left the fhip did he buftle 
on when he reached the fhore. Proceeding 
without plan, and without thought, he looked 
only to the cow, and, in his hurry to bring her 
before the eye, neglected the means of con- 
veying her to the fhip. The propriety of 
engaging a boat, to return tn, not once oc- 
curred to him—no fooner did he reach the © 
water’s edge, than he jumped on fhore, and 
ran off in fearch of the perfon’s home, from 
whom the cow had been purchafed: but he 
now difcovered that, in his hurry, he had 
only carelefsly littened to the addrefs ; and 
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confequently much time was loft in finding 
out the houfe. 


It happened, when, at length, he came 
to it, that the man was from home : and, 
here, he fell into another error. Inftead of 
fending fome one to fetch him, or taking with 
him fome perfon who knew where to meet with 
the man, he, in all the impetuofity of thought- 
lefs fpeed, blundered into further delay by 
running into the town, alone, to feek him: 
and after lofing much time in finding him, 
inftead of promoting all poffible difpatch, and 
urging the man to the utmoft expedition, he 
detained him, in tedious and ufelefs explana- 
tions, as to the caufe of his not fooner fending 
the cow on board. Another half hour was 
confumed in fruitlefs parley, when they reached 
the houfe ; and, there, feeling fecure in hav- 
ing the cow and her mafter near him, it 
occurred to Mac— that after all thefe ex-_ 
ertions he required fome refrefhment, and, 
forgetting the preflure of the moment, he, 
again, added to the delay by, quietly, 
fitting down to relieve the calls of his fto- 
mach. 
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During all this time poor bufy thoughtlefs 
Mac— never recollected that he had no boat 
hired, nor any means fecured of taking the cow 
offto the thip. He had urged on, ftraight for- 
ward, and now, feeing the man, and the cow 
before him, felt as certain of fuccefs as though 
the undertaking had been completed. 


The cow was, at laft, led down to the 
beach, and, on arriving with her at the water's 
edge, poor unthinking Mac— met with new 
difficulties, to which the confident fecurity of 
his vacant mind had lent no expectation. 
Yet they proved to be more infurmountable 
than any he had encountered, being of a na- 
ture equally unyielding to fober circum{pee- 
tion, as to the ftorming aflaults by which he, 
commonly, forced the obftacles that oppofed 
him, It was the hurried moment of depar-- 
ture. The fleet, obeying the fignal for failing, 
was crowding, in full canvafs, out of the har- 
bour, and all the cutters, boats, {cullies—every 
velfel capable of carrying an oar, or a fail, 
was gone off, at an exorbitant hire, with fome 
one in danger of being left behind. No boat 
was to be had, at any price! This was an 
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impediment which might eafily have been 
prevented, but it was an obftacle in Mac—’s 
broad path, which had never entered into his 
calculations. Still it could neither be re. 
moved, nor trampled down. Method and 
force-—prudence and rafhnefs were here equal- 
ly unavailing. It was an obftru€tion which 
could neither be overcome by rude, nor fyfte- 
matic means. Mac-— was now arrived at his 
ultimatum—checked by the ocean, he could 
no longer blunder on. He curfed, and raved, 
and {wore, and implored the people ftand- 
ing by, all to no purpofe! Prayers and im- 
precations were alike fruitlefs. Every boat 
was gone! ‘Thus arrefted, and unable to force 
circumftances further to his end, giddy Mac— 
became almoft frantic, and feeing the fhips 
rapidly getting out to fea, he gave vent to his 
feelings in all the acutenefs of unexpeéted 
difappointment. Storming with rage, he {wore 
and prayed alternately —now curfed the cow; 
then abufed the man——ran into the different 
fhops uttering lamentations— plied every one 
palling with queftions—begged the boatmen 
to give him afliftance—offered perfuations, 
entreaties, rewards—but allin vain! None 
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could give him aid. No boat remained—nor 
any poflible means of getting either himielf 
or the cow to the fhip. 


He obferved the fleet putting to fea; 
fancied he faw the Lord Sheflield dropping 
down to St. Helen’s, and loudly deplored the 
lofs of his paflage; then, turning to the cow, 
renewed his curfes upon her, for detaining 
him; and, again, loaded the man with oaths 
for not fooner taking her on board. It, alfo, 
now occurred to his recolleCtion, that he was 
feparated from his baggage, and would have 
to remain without a change of garment 
throughout the voyage; and again he appeal- 
ed to the boatmen in anxious folicitude ; fome 
‘ of whom only {miled at his dilemma, while 
fome regarded him with cold indifference, and 
others, more awake to his diftrefs, endeavoured 
to foothe, and encourage him with hope. 
What can I do? good fellows! cried poor 
defeated Mac—, what fhall Ido? what can I 
do? d—n this cow? fhall I, failors! muft I 
-lofe my paflage? Can none of you help me— 
fhall I, muft I be left behind? 


The fleet ftill advanced. The full can- 


32 
vafs ipread every maft, and the fhips, in crowd- 
ed fucceilion, continued to put to fea. Poor 
Mac—looked ftedfafly towards them—his eye 
intent upon the Lord Shefheld ; then, fuddenly 
turning round, he again faw the patient cow, 
who, equally unconfcious of his diftrefs, as 
that fhe was the caufe of it, had quietly laid 
herfelf down to ruminate her cud, upon the 
fands.. Finding new provocation in the poor 
animal’s compofure, I fhall, exclaimed Mac— 
I muft, I fhall be left behind! Curfe that cow 3 
d—n the cow! I fhall, I fhall be left be- 
hind! Then again turning to the boatmen he 
folicited them, in new entreaties, to take him 
off with, or without the cow—‘orgetting how 
ufelefs it were to urge the men, when there 
was nothing to be had in the fhape of a: boat, 


still the little, fat, improvident man 
curfed and fwore and ftamped and ftormed— 
begged, entreated, and implored ; butalltono 
purpofe. The ttumbling block of impoffibi- 
lity was in his path: and it might have taught 
him that engagements are, fometimes, more 
eafily undertaken, than accomplifhed: but it 
was not among his qualities - - -'- to benefit 
by experience! 
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The Lord Sheffield was delayed until 
nearly the laft fhip, in the hope of our feeing 
Mac— and the Cow; and we thought him 
a tedious time before he returned. At length — 
the anchor was up, and the fails fpread. We 
now looked anxioufly to the fhore. The day 
was wearing away ; and no Mac—, no cow 
appeared! The captain could not—dared not. 
wait any longer! Quickly, therefore, we were 
undet weigh, and had only’ the hope that 
Mac— and the boat might fteer dire& for St. 
Helen’s, and meet us as we advanced from the 
Mother-bank. But ftill, poor fellow! he re 
mained in great tribulation upon the fhore. 
No boat could be had, and the only ray of 
hope, conveyed to him, was from a remark of 
the boatmen, that, as many of the fhips were 
getting out to fea, fome of the boats could 
not fail to be foon back. He caught eagerly 
at this idea, which, plain and fimple as it was, 
had not once fuggefted itfeif to his mind, and, 
appropriating it with all the fanguine feelings 
of his nature, again hailed the certainty of foon 
overtaking us. 


Prefeails a boat arrived, but it was only — 
a {mall one, with oars. Still a boat it was, and 
VOL. Il. D 
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Mac without confidering whether or not 
it was fit for his purpofe, impulfively ran down 
and jumped into it—+cailing to the men to 
take him to the Lord Shefheld! This they 
obferved was impoffible, for, even if they had 
time to reach her, which they had not, their 
boat could not live fo far out at fea, as where the 
fhip would be before they could come up with 
her.—This was a fad blow to his revived ex- 
pectations, and he preffed the men to engage 
in the attempt, making them great offers of 
reward, but they were inflexible, and advifed 
him, as his only chance, to wait until a lugger, 
or fome larger boat with fails fhould come in. 


The poor cow ftill Jay quietly mafticating 
her food upon the fands, and Mac— in great 
fatigue and all the chagrin of difappointment, 
fat himtelf down, lefs patiently, to ruminate © 
a more bitter cud. 


Other fmall boats arrived, but the men 
who came in them offered the fame objections 
as the former, and but little encouraged the 
faint hope of-even a lugger being able tocome | 
_ up with the fleet; fo rapidly were the {hips 
getting out to fea. | | 
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But Mac— faw no difficulty, provided he 

éould only prevail upon the crew of any boat — 
to take him from the fhore. He ftill looked 
towards us, and ftill fancied that he diftinguifh- 
ed our fhip, lying to waiting for him and the 
cow. Again, and again he folicited the boat- 
men to take him off, either with, or without 
the cow. But all was unavailing; the fhips 
would, neceflarily, be at fea, before the boats 
could get near them; and to overtake the 
Lord Sheffield was, abfolutely, impoffible. 
Poor Mac—, at length, began to difcover that 
he had proceeded rafhly, and without well 
calculating the means of fuccefs: but he full 
curfed the unconfcious cow, and abufed the 
fates for the lofs of his paflage, and his bag- 


gage ! 


Thus it ever is with the improvident— 
whether regarding his time, his fortune, or his 
purfuits. The errors of imprudence he never 
fails to attribute to misfortune, and he unjuftly 
charges upon the fates what is only the refult 
of his own folly or neglect. And, here, my 
friend, | cannot but remark how common it 
is to others, as well as to our thoughtlefs 
Mac—.to quarrel with misfortune, whenever 
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they are overtaken by the confequences of 
their mifconduat. No important perfonage is 
fo unhandfomely, or fo unjuftly treated as that 
poor, and modeft young lady Mils-fortuae. 
All the errors, and even the crimes of thofe 
indifcreet damfels Mils-w/age, and Mifs-coz- 
dué#, are laid to her charge; and, however 
frequently, however grievouily the imprudent 
fuffer from committing themielves to the gui- 
dance of thefe deceitful jilts, ftill are they fo 
infatuated as to proftrate themfelves at their 
feet, and blindly attribute all the ills they fuffer 
from them, to the more chafte, and innocent 
Mifs-fortune. How often do the unthinking 
and the profligate cry aloud againft misfortune, 
for bringing upon them the evils, which were 
the plain and neceflary confequence of their 
own folly, or depravity ; and which even the 
fmalleft fhare of common difcretion might, 
with the utmoft certainty, have prevented ! 


if, inftead of thoughtlefsly blundering: 
imto various and unneceflary delays, our hur-: 
rying Mac— had firft engaged a proper veffell 
for taking off the cow, or even detained the: 
boat which had carried him on fhore, he mightt 
have faved himfelf the accumulated vexation,,| 


9 


37 
fatigue, and anxiety which were the natural 
effeat, and the neceflary fequel of his method 


of proceeding; and not, as he infifted, of 
misfortune ! 


He now began to perceive that he was 
left in England, with all his clothes and bag- 
gage gone to the Welt Indies, and forgetting, 
for a moment, his prefent difficulties—forget- 
ting the cow, and all around him, he funk into 
penfive contemplation, upon the various evils 
which might follow, when he was, fuddenly, 
roufed by the cry of “a lugger, a lugger, here 
- comes a lugger.” It made no part of Mac—’s 
character to lofe time in ufelefs bewailings, 
If a new path prefented itfelf, however rugged 
or impaflable—if but the flighteft opening 
occurred, however faint the gleam of light 
admitted, he, haftily, purfued it, dafhing, 
heedlelsly, on to his obje@.—Hence on hear- 
ing that a lugger was in fight, fanguine hope 
again aflumed the form of certainty, and withe 
out a moment of hefitation, to weigh proba- 
bilities, he refolved, at all hazards, in defiance 
of all doubts, and at whatever expence, to 
take off the cow in the lugger the moment it 
reached the fhore. The vetlel was, accord- 
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ingly, hailed as it came in, and the men were 
defired not to let go the anchor ; but to “ take 
the gentleman, and the cow on board, and re- 
turn immediately to the fleet.” The crew 
expreffed many apprehenfions of not being 
able to reach the fhip ; and demanded an ex- 
orbitant fum, even, to make the attempt. 
Mac— would hear no objections: there 
could be no obftacle—no difficulty ! He would 
give them any reward; and go they muft. 
‘* Take me and the cow on board—take us off 
——carry us out towards the fleet, and I'll give 
you any thing” was all he had to fay, and all 
theagreement he required. 


Some delay, neceflarily, occurred in get- 
ting the cow into the boat, although as little as 
pofhible ; and Mae —, moft joyfully, jumped 
in after her. All was now certain. Every 
terror vanifhed. He regained all his powers, 
and feeling confident of fuccefs became clamor- 
ous and buftling as ever. He entreated the 
boatmen to be adtive—related to them his 
anxieties and difafters, ftormed them with idle 
queftions, hurried them with perfuafions, and 
encouraged them with offersof reward. Still 
their fears hung heavy upon them. They pro- 
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mifed exertion, but doubted fuccefs. The Lord 
Sheffield failed well : fhe alfo laid near to the 
wind, and, not to lofe any further time, we 
fteered direé&t for St. Helen’s. Unluckily for 
poor Mac, — his delay had exhaufted our 
patience, and defpairing both of ovr milk, and 
our meffenger, we had already pafled Spithead, 
and were advancing into deeper water, and 
heavier feas. 


Mac— was yet very diftant, and, the 
boatmen’s doubts increafing, his confidence 
gave way to reftlefs folicitude. He looked out 
anxioufly for the Lord Sheffield, and implored 
the men to hoift every fail, and pull hard at 
every oar: then, growing more and more 
reftlefs, he jumped up, fat down, afked quef- 
tions, curfed the fates, looked up to the fails, 
caft his eye down to the oars, ufed perfuafions, 
promifed rewards, and exhibited every trait of 
anxious difquietude. 


At length he defcried the Lord Sheffield ! 
She was very far ahead, but creative fancy faw 
her lying-to waiting forthe lugger. Mac—’s 
declining hopes were again aflured— no doubt 
remained, and pointing out the fhip to the 
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boatmen he infifted that they might foon be up 
with her. The men ufed all their efforts, and. 
{till proceeded, although they could not dif 
cover that the fhip was waiting. Mac— was 
certain the boat gained upon us. The men 
thought otherwife, and feared it would be im~ 
poffible to reach us: but Mac— had never 
believed in impoffibilities ! The Lord Sheffield 
was before them, and in fight, and hence 
they could, and muft overtake her! He infift- 
ed upon their going on, and urgently implored 
them to ufe every poffible endeavour. Encou- 
raged by his promifes, and not infenfible to his 
earneft folicitude, they ftretched every fail to 
its utmoft thread, and pulled with all their 
might at the oars: but every effort was in 
vain. We had now abandoned every hope of 
{eeing our cow ; the fails were full fpread ; and 
we were ftanding on our paflage. In fine we 
were at fea, and had loft both our milk, and 
our affiftant. | 


The boatmen found that they were ad- 
vanced into deep water, The oars became 
ufelefs, and the rolling feas which beat againft 
the boat impeded her progrefs, The thip out- 
failed her, and fhe evidently fell aftern. All 
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further purfuit was hopelefs, and the boatmen 
unwillingly gaveup the chace, Even Mac— 
whofe expectations, when he firft defcried the 
fhip, had aflured him of fuccefs, now difcover- 
ed that the further he advanced, the further he 
was left behind, 


Ever without deliberation, poor unhap- 
py man, he now yielded to the impulfe of 
difappointment, and threw himfelf down in | 
the boat, in all the anguith of defpair, lament- 
ing his cruel fortune, and curfing his thought- 
lefs head, for not having fecured a boat when 
firft he reached the fhore. But asit was not 
among his qualities to profit by experience, he 
precipitated himfelf, in the very next ftep of 
his proceedings, into further error and confu- 
fion, To deliberate was no part of his fyf 
tem. Ever adventurous, and devoid of me- 
thod, he rufhed head-long into a gulf yet deep- 
er and deeper ; although a fingle moment of 
fteady contemplation might have extricated 
him from all his troubles, 


When the purfuit was found to be fruit- 
lefs, and he defpaired of coming up with the 


Lord Shefheld, inftead of defiring to be put 
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on board any other veffel of the fleet which 
they might be able to fetch, and from which 
he might have removed to our fhip, any fine 
day upon the voyage, he ordered the baatmen 
to carry him back to Portfmouth and there, 
likewife, inftead of applying to the agent to 
give him a paflage, in any veflel that might be 
delayed behind the fleet ; he returned the cow 
ro her home, and wildly took a boat to the Ifle 
of Wight, fancying that, from fome part of the 
oppofite coaft of the ifland, he might be able 
to reach the Lord Sheffield. ‘Fhis he had 
heard mentioned, as barely poflible, and defpi- 
fing all doubts and difficulties, inftantly em- 
braced it as certain, 


He paid off the lugger, and hired a dif- 
ferent boat to carry him to the ifland. This 
again confumed time, and every moment of 
delay leffened the flight probability he had of 
fuccefs. On reaching the Ifle of Wight he 
had to journey many miles, acrofs the ifland, 
to attain the port from whence he purpoled 
to embark. He accordingly hired a horfe, and 
rufhing on, as ufual, without thought, forgot 
to take any perfon to bring it back again. 
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But little time was confumed in galloping 
acrofs the ifland, and on reaching the fea- 
port he difcovered fome fhips of the fleet, not 
far diftant from the fhore. In his mind flight 
probabilities amounted to a contirmation of 
fuccefs, and hence the bare appearance of {hips, 
was, inftantly, conftrued into a certainty of get- 


ting on board the Lord Sheffield, 


Leaving the horfe he knew not how, nor 
with whom, he went into a boat, and again 
put to fea, defiring the men to take him “ to 
the Lord Sheffield, which was about to pafs 
that way.” Again, inftead of adopting the 
more prudent and certain method of getting 
on board the firft fhip of the fleet they could 
reach, and going, from her, to the Lord Shef- 
field on the paflage, he employed the boatmen, 
for hours, in the fruitlefs purfuit of looking for 
our fhip; forgetting, what was actually the 
cafe, that we might have paffed the flow fail- 
ing vellels of the convoy, and have advanced 
beyond that part of the ifland. 


The day declined ; the fun was finking 
into the ocean ; and night coming on; when. 
our tormented Mac— again found himfelf the 
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victim of difappointed hopes, and ardent ex- 
pectations. Still it never occurred to him that 
he might have made one of the dull-failing 
veffels, and have faved his paflage. In bit- 
ter chagrin, and fadnefs of fpirit, he return= 
ed to the fhore: but not to deliberate upon the 
next beft plan of proceeding, for, even yet, he 
was deaf to experience. Like a Frenchman he 
was not long the fubje&t of defpondency, but, 
in defiance of all fatigue, and without difcufl- 
ing any of the probabilities, he again rufhed 
into new and ill-planned adventures. If one 
project failed—he believed that he had only 
to fly to another, _ 


After fome trouble he found the horfe, he 
had fo thoughtlefsly left behind. And al- 
though it was late, and grown almoft dark, he 
_ galloped acrofs the ifland, and again took off 
a boat to Portfmouth: from whence he, ab- 
furdly, fet off the next morning for Plymouth, 
in the wild certainty of being able to get on 
board the Lord Sheffield, from thence. Upon 
his arrival, fome fhips were feen at a great dil- 
tance from the fhore, and it was not eafy to 
‘afcertain whether they belonged to our con- 
voy ; but Mac—~ was not apt to doubt, and with | 
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difcretion he held no fort of acquaintance. Cer- 
tainties alone were his aflociatess He faw 
every thing plain before him, and believed 
that he need only put out his hand to poflefs 
it. It muft be the fleet! Thefe fhips were 
certainly of the convoy, and the Lord Sheffield © 
as certainly one of them. Another boat was 
accordingly hired, and he infifted upon going 
out to fea in order to be put on board. It is 
unaccountable that, evenyet, it fhould not have 
occurred to him to go on board any fhip of 
the convoy, which they might be able to make. 
But no! he was fure of the Lord Sheffield— 
his baggage was on board the Lord Sheffield— 
and the Lord Sheitfield was - - - - - - the only 
fhip upon the ocean! Were it poffible to reach 
any part of the fleet, it muft be equally fo to 
gain the Lord Shefheld. But, to his further 
difappointment, we had again outfailed his 
fpeed, and had paffed beyond the port from 
whence he failed to meet.us. The veflels feen 
were a few of the very dulleft failors of the 
eonvoy—and even thefe were probably too far 
out at fea to be overtaken ina boat. Yet the 
boatmen, either from believing it poffible to 
come up with them—or from availing them- 
{elves of Mac—’s eager impetuofity, to their 
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raged his hopes. It required but little to affure 
him of what he fo ardently withed, and in. ful 
certitude, under fevere fatigue, and without 
food, did he continue failing about throughout 
the greater part of the day—fupporting both 
hunger and exertion by the animating hope of 
fuccefs. 


Unluckily the boatmen who had flattered 
his profpeéts, were afterwards feized with 
doubts : The fhips were too far out at fea: the 
tide was againft them: the wind was fhifting: 
It was growing calm: they fhould not be 
able to get back by night, and other difficulties 
and objections occurred to oppofe their pro- 
ceeding further. Indeed the profpect of 
reaching the fleet, evidently grew lefs and lefs, 
until at length Mac— himfe lf acknowledged 
It to be impoffible, 


His dilemma was now at the higheft : 
what to do, or how to proceed he knew not. 
The Lord Sheffield was gone ; his baggage was 
on board ; and he---- = left behind ®: Att 
his efforts had proved unfuccefsful—all his 
hopes fallacious. He returned on fhore, ac= _ 
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cufing his unluckly ftars, and blaming fortune 
for all his difappointments. To moft men 
fuch a fituation would have been very pain-. 
fully diftreffing. He was thrown into a dif- 
tant part of the country—far from his home 
and his friends. He had loft his clothes—was 
abient from his duty—out of the way of 
every opportunity of following the convoy, 
and, worft of all, had fpent every farthing of 
his money. But he was not eafily difmayed. 
It now occurred to him that a fleet, bound to 
St. Domingo, was on the eve of failing from 
Cork ; and, proceeding in all the precipitation 
of his former movements, he, inftantly, adopt- 
ed the refolution of journeying to Ireland, to 
join the Cove convoy. How to get money 
would have been a difficulty to moft men ; 
but diffidence was not Mac —’s greateft fail- 
ing ; he therefore did not lofe time by delay- 
_ing at Plymouth, waiting remittances to enable 
him to proceed further, but he went boldly to 
agentleman of the town, related the tale of 
his woes, excited his compaflion, and, o>tain- 
ing his confidence, procured from him the 
means of defraying his expences to Ireland., 
His purfe being, thus, replenifhed, his cares 
were quickly diflipated : and he took his de- 
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partute for Cork, under hopes no lefs extra- 
vagant, than thofe which had led him to the Ifle 
of Wight, and to Plymouth ; for the Cork fleet 
was already reported to have failed, and the 
probability was, that under all circumftances, 
it would be gone before he could poffibly reach 
Cove harbour. He travelled with httle delay 
to Milford-Haven ; whence he embarked in 
the packet for Waterford ; and thence purfued 
his journey to Cork, and to Cove. Fortu- 
nately the convoy had not failed, and he feund 
the whole fleet ftill lying in harbour, alfo 
many veilels of the Portfmouth convoy, which 
had been obliged to put back, after the early 
forms to which they had been expofed. 


All former troubles and difappointments, 
and even the poor ill-tokened cow were now 
foon forgotten. The greater part of the St. 
Domingo hofpital ftaff was with the Cork 
convoy; and Mac— was not of a difpofition 
to be long a ftranger among his comrades. 
Looking out for a fhip, in which to procure 
a paflage, he difcovered the George and Brid- 
get, and, knowing Dr. Henderfon and others 
of the hofpital-ftaff to be on baard, he, with- 
out hefitation, applied to the captain for a 


49 


birth, repeating his adventures, with and with- 
out the cow, as his paffport. The captain had, 
already, his full complement of paflengers on 
board—indeed was crowded with more than 
he could conveniently accommodate, But 
Mac—was not inclined to hear objections, or 
to make difficulties. In the George and Brid- 
get he muft go! The fhip was fufficiently 
large, and he was difpofed to accept whatever 
accommodations he might find. 


From his franknefs of manner, and the 
willinenefs he expreffed to put up with all the 
inconveniences that might prefent themfelves, 
as well as from his companionable familiarity, 
the matter of the thip became interefted in his 
behalf, and adopted him as his prime aflociate. 
Soon he was the companion and friend, and 
none were fo happy as Door and Captain ; 
for ina few hours they were the acquaintances’ 
of years; and Mac— was fo entirely chez lui, 
that he feemed rather to be the mafter’s inti- 
mate friend, than a paflenger. He now was 
happy—forgot all paft cares and toils, looked 
forward to a quick pailage, and the delight of 
a clean fhirt on his arrival. Yet were his 
troubles not at an end, for on the accident _ 
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occurring of another fhip running foul of the 
George and Bridget, the timid nature of poor 
Mac— reprefented to his imagination a thou- 
fand terrors,and, in the hurried impulfe of vivid 
apprehenfion, cruelly augmented the alarm: 
in all the dread of finking to the bottom, he 
accufed his lucklefs ftars, called the fates re-~ 
lentlefs, uttered loud ejaculations for his fafety, 
and called that moment only, unhappy, which 
had led him to the George and Bridget. But_ 
the fhip afterwards made a fhort and favorable 
paflage, and is arrived in fafety at Barbadoes 
——where poor Mac— yet lives to relate all his 
perils by fea, and his troubles on fhore*. 


* The George and Bridget afterwards funk in the 
harbour of Cape St. Nicholas Mole: and poor unfortunate 
Mac-— foon after his arrival at St. Domingo fell a victim 
to che yellow fever. 
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LETTER It. 

#1 Coinmon fignal of alarm converted into an enfin of joys 
Acutenefs of failors in difcovering the nature and extent 
of a fleet at fea. Convoy from Cork arrives on the ff of 
April. Its entrance into Carlifle bay an interefting feene. 
Author and bis comrades expec? to proceed to 8t. Domingo. 
Voyage thither frotn Barbadoes only a pleafant run down 
the trades. 

Barbadoes, April r. 


Acccustromen to addrefs you upon all occa- 
fions without referve, my glad pen, true to the 
feelings that dire€t it, feems con{cious when 
made the herald of happy tidings, and, on 
fuch occafions, certain of being hailed with alk. 
the warmth of fympathy, it haftens to greet 
you with a fwiftnefs even beyond its feathered 
felf. 


We arc here all oy and eladnefs. “With- 
out the humour of an April day, the morning 
has been bright and cheerful, from bringing to 
us friends we have long been anxious to meet. 


I have before obferved to you, that the 
alarm fignal being hoifted at the fort, indicates 
| E 2 
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a ftrange fleet in fight. When it appears 
every one is on the alert, and ready to take his 
poft, and thus the fignal ferves to prevent fur- 
_ prize. But, one idea fo predominates among 

our party, and we have been fo long abforbed 
in one great expectation, that the fignal of 
alarm is become a fignal of joy, and, with the 
report of a ftrange fleet, we inftantly affociate 
the arrival of our long expected convoy. 


Early this morning the enfign of alarm was 
flying at the battery, but apprehenfion was not 
even the momentary effect ; no fooner did the 
eye convey the intelligence to the mind, than 
the heart bounded with gladnefs, and we af- 
fured ourfelves of the remainder of our Portf- 
mouth convoy. In this belief we were alfo 
fanctioned by the late arrival of the Rofe E. 
Indiaman and the Columbus, both of which 
had failed from Spithead with Admiral Corn- 
wallis, and likewife by the arrival of La Fa- 
vorite, a faft failing French veflel of 20 guns, 
which had been captured by the fleet on its 
paflage, and fent in under command of one of 
our officers—Still our ready conje€tures did 
not convey the fa@, for as the unnumbered 
ftrangers approached, it was difcovered that 
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they were neither foes, nor Portfmouth 
friends. 


On this occafion, as on many others, we 
were both pleafed and furprifed to obferve the » 
acutenefs of our men of the ocean in dilcover- 
ing the nature and extent of a diftant fleet, at 
fea. Before we could well diftinguifh a fhip 
from a brig, our tars, from the cut of the fails, 
proclaimed it an Englifh convoy, but not that 
of Admiral Cornwallis. From the mode of 
fetting the canvafs, from the form of the fhip, 
the figure of the mafts, or fome flight circum- 
{tance, attaching to different veflels, but totally 
imperceptible to us, they had no hefitation in 
declaring, while yet at a great diftance, that 
inftead of the fleet from Spithcad, it was our 
long-wifhed for convoy irom Cork, 


To us this was even better and fill more 
joyful news, and we had foon the gratification 
of finding it correct. The whole fleet is now 
at anchor in the bay, and has brought to us a 
large body of troops, deftined for St. Domingo, 
under the command ofGeneral Whyte. ‘This 
being peculiarly our divifton of the expedition, 
we had twofold pleafure in greeting its arrival. 
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In our gladnefs to hail it, we climbed the 
fhrouds up to the main top—and there ftood 
to yiew its entrance into the bay. 


Such a fcene muft have been highly in- 
terefting, even had it been wholly independent 
of the intimate conneétion we had with it : the 
day was fine—the breeze foftand mild, and the 
{furface of the water gently moving. The pic- 
ture was rich and varied : comprehending, un- 
der a bird’ s-eye-view, the town, and neigh- 
bouring plantations—the bay crowded with 
fhipping——a great extent of the fine country 
around—and the wide ocean, together with the 
numerous veflels of our defired convoy drop- 
ping with full fails into the harbour. 

You will believe that it was one of the 
moft pleafing profpeéts we had beheld fince 
our departure from England. While it feems 
to fecure the {peedy removal of our long and 
anxious fufpenfe, it ftrongly revives the hope 
of a fuccefsful campaign. 


This fleet, which had been fo often reported 
at fea, even fo long fince as before we left Eng- 
Jand, and which did once fail and return to har-. 
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bour, finally took its departure from Cove on 
the 25th of February: hence it may, at laft, 
be confidered to have made a very favorable 
paflage, having been precifely five weeks at 
‘fea, - | 


We now lock forward to a fpeedy change 
of place, and I may foon have to addrefs you 
from St. Domingo, where I hope to meet 
your letters, and learn tidings of ye all. It is 
about a week’s voyage, and is confideved a 
very pleafant one—being as fine failing as is 
known on any part of the occeans; the fhip 
having only to fpread wide her wings and fly 
before the trades. 
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LETTER IV. 


Creole languor from heat of climate—favorable to the Brus 
_nonian doétrine. Effect of elimate upon a Dutch failor. 
Lord Sheffield hailed by a man in the fea. An intoxicated 
failor overawed by the prefence of a fuperior. 


Barbadoes, April- 


InpoLeNce is confidered to be the general 
effect of exceflive heat of climate; and had the 
great Bruno vilited the tropical regions, he. 
might here have found many faéts in fupport 
of his plaufible and very ingenious doctrine. 
The languor of climate is felt by few on their 
early arrival in the Weft Indies. The firft 
effect of the heat feems to be that of ftimulat- 
ing the rigid northern fibre into increafed 
activity —and Creole inertnefs follows only as 
the refult of continued refidence. 


 Precifely thus,” would have exclaimed 
the ingenious Bruno, “ and fo with wine, 
opium, beloved brandy, and all other ftimuli. 
They, at fart, only increafe the excitement, 
and give new vigour to the frame; but, con- 
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tinued to excefs, they exhauft the excitability 
—over-run ever delighting excitement, and 
plunge the body into indire@& debility, indu- 
cing a {tate of body, precifely fimilar to that of 
Creole inactivity—a ftate from which there is 
no efcape, but through the medium of new or 
fill more powerful ftimuli.” Yet, the re- 
newed vigour—the reftored excitement, ac- 
quired by a return to the fedative north, would 
feem an everlafting obftacle to the theory as 
{tated by its great projetor—the languor of 
climate, or indirect debility, being removed 
by a dire€tly debilitatine power—the abftrac- 
tion of heat. 


But Lam ftraying from our path. Let 
me, therefore, retrace my fteps, and tell you 
the effect of climate upon a cold Hollander of 
our crew. 


_Thave already made known to you that 
neither my comrade Cleghorn, nor myfelf, 
yet feel any fenfe of tropical indolence, but 
continue our habits of exercife in all our rude 
European ftrength. We have, for fome days 
paft, been clofely watching one of our failors 
——a Dutchman. He is recently from Hol- 
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Jand, and, in manners and appearance, wn vrai 
Batave. On the paflage he wasa dull, heavy, 
flow, and plodding Dutchman—frigid, and 
inanimate as the moft icy boor of his aquatic 
nation. His movements were a pretty accu- 
rate reprefentation of the crawling floth, and 
the unvaried fedatenefs of his vilage no lefs 
emblematical of his native home. 


Having particularly noticed him through- 
out the voyage, we feel fome furprize in now 
witnefling, as it were, a complete revolution 
of his nature and habits, The rays of a 
tropical fun feem to have given play to his 
mufcles, fet free all the circulating juices of his 
frame, and unfrozen the icy coldnefs of his 
foul. The change we obferve in him 1s indeed 
greater than you can imagine: roufed from 
the torpor of unheeding famenefs, by the all- 
vivifying power of tropical warmth, the cold 
cloud of indifference is diflipated from his 
brow—and the Batavian gluten of his frame 
fublimed into volatile fpirits. He is grown 
cheerful and gay; wears a {mile of mirth upon 
his countenance, and moves with an agility 
and alertnefs, beyond all that could have been 
hoped in aDutchman, He now fkips merrily 
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about the fhip; puils his oar with glee in the 
boat; and, on all occafions, appears animated 
and lively ; vying in fpirits and adtivity with 
the {prightlieft tar of the fhip. 


Ihave next to conduG@ you into the pre- 
fence of a true Englith failor; but firft let me 
afk you, as one verfed in the operations of the 
human mind, in what way the appearance of 
a fuperior, before the eye of a drunken man, : 
produces the effect of inftantly fubduing all the - 
violence of wrath and revenge? 


Early this morning our fhip was hailed 
in the loud rough voice of a failor, who, from 
the found, appeared to be near to us, but no 
boat was feen to be alongfide, nor could we 
difcover whence the voice proceeded ; {till it 
was repeated again and again, and at length, 
on looking over the quarter boards, we per- 
ceived a naked head in the fea, A rope was 
inftantly thrown over, and the man, eagerly 
feizing it, quickly climbed on board. It was 
a failor from one of the neighbouring fhips, 
who was much intoxicated, and had thrown 
himfelf into the fea, in order to efcape from 
the veflel, on account of a quarrel with the 
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‘boat{fwain and mate, who, according to his 
account, had treated him very ull. He was 
bitterly incenfed, and in all the heat of rage 
protefted, violently, againft the captain, the 
mate, the boatf{wain, and in fhort the very fhip, 
{wearing that no earthly power fhould ever 
oblige him to return to it, and entreating to 
be employed on board the Lord Shefheld. 
But finding him to be exceflively intoxicated, 
we hailed the mafter of the fhip and informed 
him where to find his failor. He, according- 
ly, came without delay to fetch him, and we 
were furprized to remark, that the very in- 
ftant he ftepped on board, and the man’s eye 
met him, all his inebriate violence, as if by 
magic, was fubdued,and at once converted into 
temperate fubmiffion and obedience. Simply 
the face of his commander in a moment ex- 
tinguifhed the furious flames of wrath, check- 
ed the burning current of revenge, and de- 
ftroyed all fenfe of an injury which had been 
powerful enough to impel him to the hazard 
of throwing himfelf into the fea ;—all his loud 
execrations ceafed, he became docile and re- 
fpectful, and returned to his fhip without a 
murmur '—How true it is, my friend, that 
the paihons of men may be brought under 
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control, and how lamentable that they are fo 
commonly left to reign in lawlefs fway ! How 
often do we fee that, like our drunken failor, © 
thofe intoxicated with boifterous rage, however 
loud and violent before their intimates, can 
command themfelves into a milder manner, 
‘when overawed by the prefence of ftrangers, 
or of their fuperiors. 
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LETTER V: 


A furgical operation performed with great dexterity by a negré. 
Progre/s of chigoes in the foot. Negroes expert in finding 
them. Mode of extra&ting them. Indolent tal of flaves. 
Inconvenient method of labour. Severity ufed towards a 
party of flaves. Brigands defeated at Grenada. Officers 
loft of the name of Edwards. Single /bips continue to ar- 
rive in Carlifle bay. Reports refpetting the St. Dominga 
divifion. Sir John La Forey arrives at Barbadoes. 


Barbadoes, April. 
Peruars you will feel fomewhat furprized 
fhould [I tell you that we have feen an Afri- 
ean flave perform a chirurgical operation, with 
greater dexterity than it could have been done 
by the moft {kilful furgeon of Europe ! 


Walking on the beach, we remarked two 
negroes fitting on the fands, occupied with 
fomething, which feemed to command minute 
attention ; and on approaching near to them, 
we found the one engaged in extracting that 
fadly troublefome infe&t the Chigoe, from the 
other’s foot.. Our curiofity being excited, we 
ftopped to witnefs the operation, and faw it 
executed with great neatnefs and dexterity. 
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The chigoe is a very minute infe&, which 
infinuates itfelf, imperceptibly, under the fkin, 
moft commonly of the toes, and there, form- 
ing a nidus, produces its young. Thefe are 
enveloped ina {mall cy or bag, which ufually 
increafes to the fize of a pea, as the period of 
maturity approaches. When the youngare to 
efcape, a fenfe of tingling, or itching is felt in 
the part—at firft very flight, often, indeed, not 
fufficient to attract the notice of Evropeans— 
but, if longer neglected, increafes to a fenfe of 
forenefs on preflure, or on treading upon that 
part of the foot. This commonly leads to 
examination, when a black, or dark point is 
difcovered, which dire&s to a {mall, and {carce- 
ly tumid circle, whitith, or very flightly in- 
flamed, of an appearance fomewhat like what 
might arife from a pea lodged under the fkin. 
Tf, at this period the cyft be removed, the dif 
eafe is eradicated, and nothing further is to be 
apprehended ; but if it be ftill further negleQ@- 
~ ed, the nidus ruptures, and the young ones 
efcaping penetrate into the parts around, pro- 
ducing a fore which degenerates into a trouble. 
fome ulcer, and this being increafed by the 
new cylfts of many chigoes, not unfrequently 
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proceeds to incurable difeafe, and ultimately 
to the deftruction of the toe. 


‘The chigoe prevails moft in fandy places. 
In this ifland they are very numerous. Ane- 
gro not unfrequently extracts five or fix from 
his feet, at one fitting ; and fo expert are they 
_at finding them, that, in examining the foot 
of an European, a flave will, frequently, dil- 
cover two or three chigoes, before the matter 
had felt the leaft fenfe of itching or uneafinefs 
from them. 


The mode of extracting them is.as fol- 
lows: with a pointed pen-knife, not. very 
fharp, or the blunt end of a Jarge needle, a 
flight opening is broken in.the {fkin, at the 
{mall black point over the cyft. From this 
opening the {kin is forced away, by being torn, 
or broken down, and prefled outwards, on:all 
fides, care being taken not to pun¢ture, or 
otherwife rupture the cyt. The {kin, being 
thus feparated, the nidus or {mall bag becomes 
_expofed in form of a little round body—and 
is, afterwards, extracted by preffing down the 
point of the inftrument, at one fide, and turn- 
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ing it out whole, A round hole remains not 
unlike a peaiilue. This the negto commonly 
fills with afhes from the pipe or fagar, mixed 
with butter, tallow from a candle, or any other 


kind of greafe that happens to be at hand, ~ 


and the cure is completed with the operation. 


A fpecimen of indolence in labour has 
occurred to our obfervation, which, whether 
it be regarded as the effect of climate, or of 
flavery, I may note to you as an addi- 
tional example of the feeble exertions ufed 
by flaves in their unrequited round of toil. 
A party of negroes being employed to 
remove fome hofpital ftores, from the fide of 
the water to a warehoufe, Dr. Cleghorn and 
myfelf took the opportunity of pafling that 
way in our walk, in order to fee them at work, 
and to remark upon their induftry and mode 
of labour.— We found no lefs than ten flaves 
occupied in rolling a middle-fized cheft, with 
a black driver holding his whip at their backs, 
and an overfeer, of fairer {kin, to command 
them. It was perhaps, in all refpedcts, the 
very worft way in which fuch a package 
could have been moved! From the fize of the 
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cheft it was only with difficulty each negro 
could find fpace for an affifting hand; from 
its fhape it was moft inconvenient for rolling; 
and, from its contents, moft improper—being 
filled with bottles, jars, earthen’pots, and the 
like. In England four men would have car- 
ried it upon a hand-barrow with gfeat eafe— 
while, here, the time and labour of twelve 
men were ccnfumed in moving it, at a rate 
incomparably flower, and at the expence, 
probably, of great part of its contents. 


We pointed out to them the injury that 
might, and the lofs of time that neceflarily 
muft derive from this method of moving it, 
and endeavored to convince them how much 
better, fafer, and more expeditious it would 
be, to take it up, and carry it. But, no! 
That was not their way! “We no favez 
carry him, we roll him gently, Maffa, den 
we no break ‘em bottles infide,” was the reply. 
In even the moft liberal it is always.a tafk to 
oppofe habits confirmed by long ufage— 
among flaves it were utterly in vain to at- 
tempt it! Had we infifted upon the cafe being | 
carried, it is more than probable that it had 
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quickly fallen to the ground, and the whole 
contents been fhattered to atoms; we, 
therefore, left them to purfue their own 
means. 


We have fince met with another cir- 
cumftance nearly fimilar, which I might 
offer to you as a further example of the indo- 
lent manner in which flaves execute their 
tafk: or I might note it as a fpecimen of the 
cruelties which men, held in flavery, may, 
and too frequently do become fubject to, 
from paffionate, and unfeeling individuals. 
Walking towards the hofpital we met a party 
of negroes rolling a box of ftores from the 
boat, in which they had been brought on fhore, 
tothe ftore-room. Perceiving the cafe to be 
light, and knowing it to contain only vef- 
fels of tin, a defire to fee how they would 
perform led us to try the experiment of 
making them carry it: nor in doing this were 
we aware of expoling any of them to an a& 
of cruelty, or, we had affuredly left them, as 
before, to their’ own way.—On attempting 
to lift the package to their fhoulders, they 
fet about it precifely in the awkward and ludi- 
crous manner we had expected; ‘ftrll as no | 
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accident, nor injury of confequence could de- 
rive from it, we, who were recently from 
Europe, were quite diverted at their fruitlefs 
and incompetent efforts; but Captain ——, 
who was with us, and had refided long enough 
in the Weft Indies to have accuftomed 
himfelf to the arbitrary treatment of flaves, 
feeing the ftupid way in which they at- 
tempted this new tafk, immediately gave 
one of the poor fellows a cruel cut, with a 
large horfe whip, acrofs the face and eyes! 
We remonftrated with him on this unnecef- 
fary and unmerited feverity ; and could not 
but mark it, in our minds, as an a@t of wan- 
ton cruelty ; which, if I may judge from the 
impulfe of my own feelings, will long ftand 
againft him. We. defired the poor negroes 
to put down the box, and convey it according 
to their own method; and, in fentiments of 
indignation, left the Captain to the remorfe 
which ought to be his punifhment. 


You will be pleafed to know that intelli- 
gence has juft reached us of the defeat of the 
brigands at Grenada, in an ation with our 
troops, commanded by general Nicoll. Their 
lofs is faid to amount to three hundred men. 


69 


It is with grief we learn that feveral of our 
brave countrymen have alfo fallen; among 
whom we lament to find Major Edwards, 
whofe very name would feem at this mo- 
ment to be unfortunate, for Major Edwards 
of the artillery has alfo juft taken a fatal leave 
of his comrades, in confequence of (perhaps 
imprudent) expofure to climate; and a Lieu- 
tenant Edwards, only a few days fince, fell 
a victim to typhus fever- contracted on the 
etrtats 


The Portfmouth fleet is ftill a truant to 
our expectations. From the tidings we had 
received of it we now think it long delayed; 
‘and unhappy conjeQtures, refpeting it, again 
‘prevail. - Four additional fhips of this convoy 
-afrived fome days fince, and from thefe we 
‘felt affured of learning that the Admiral and the 
‘remainder of the fleet were near the ifland; 
but we were difappointed on finding that 
they parted from the convoy the firft or fe- 
cond night after leaving Spithead; fince 
which they have neither feen nor heard any 
thing of it. No accurate intelligence having 
reached us, fince the time our expectations 
had led us to look for its arrival, we have 
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many fears left Admiral Cornwallis may 
have failed into Admiral Chriftian’s unfor- 
tunate path; and, like him, been obliged to 
trace his courfe back into an Englifh port. 


You will feel no furprife on knowing that 
many rumours have already obtained cir- 
culation, all equally uncertain, and, perhaps, 
equally unfounded, regarding the further move- 
ments of the St. Domingodivifion. Some infift 
that we are to go immediately; others that 
we are to wait the arrival of Admiral Corn- 
wallis ; and many that we are not to go at all. 
At one moment the whole of us are to fail 
without delay: next we hear that only the 
cavalry is to go: then it is faid that the bar- 
rack ships, and a detachment of the hofpital 
ftaff, only, are to proceed: and, again, we 
hear it whifpered by fome one, believing him- 
felf to be quite in the fecret, that the ‘horfe 
fhips, the ftore fhips, and the whole of the 
hofpital department are to go down to St. Do- 
mingo, and the principal body of the Cork 
divifion to remain, and affift in the grand ob- 
jeQts of the expedition to windward! Amidft 
fuch incertitude I can, only, fay as ufual— 
continue to write to me at St, Domingo. 
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Sir John La Forey is arrived here in the 
Majeftic, from Martinique. This officer, who, 
for fome time paft, has had the command of 
the navy upon this ftation, and is much re- 
{pected in the colonies, we are told is to 
be relieved, and to return to England on 


the arrival of Admiral Cornwallis, or Admiral 
Chriftian. | 
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LETTER Viv | 


General Remarks concerning Barbadoes. Different appears 
ance of the Weft India Ilands, and the oppofite coaft. Si- 
tuation and extent of Barbadves. Period of fettlement. 
General face of the Iland.—Called aged and decrepit. In- 
habitants proud of its antiquity. Early commerce and popula- 
tron of Barbadoes. Its decline from its former profperity. . 
Middle clafs of Inhabitants. Temperature and falubrity of 
the atmofphere. Exemption from important ills. Endemial 
malady. Carlifle bay. Whence fo named. Towns, houfes, 

huts, cottages. and other. buildings. Varied and inter- 
efling feenery.  Hofpitality of the Inhabitants. Remarks . 
concerning the diflinctive appellation of the two divifions of the 
armament. Difficulty of afcertaining which the windward, 
and which the leeward iflands according to the common ac=\ 
ceptation. Soil of Barbadoes. Remarks on tillage and cul- 
tivation. Small cattle kept for the purpofe of /upplying. ma- 
nure. Wet and dry feafons. Sea and land breene. Equal. 
length of the days. Abfence of twilight. Perpetual Jum- > 
mer compared with the delighting novelty of an Enghfb 
Spring. Remarks upon Spring. An Englifb [cene in the ~ 
month of May. 


Barbadoes, April 7. ‘ 
Havine from time to time detailed to _ 
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chain of circumftances that have paffed under 
my eye, -you will not perhaps deem it prema- 
ture, fhould I now offer you a few general 
obfervations concerning the ifland of Barba- 
does. After a refidence of many weeks it is 
probable that my notes may poffefs more of 
correctnefs than any I might have offered you 
immediately on my arrival. I feel, alfo, that 
you may find them fomewhat more interefting 
after the irregular melange that has preceded 
them. I therefore purpofe taking up my pen, 
from day to day, at each moment of leifure, - 
until I fhall have copied for you the few re- 
marks I have colle@ed on the general fubje& 
of Barbadoes, and may probably fend them 
to you, in a full packet, by fome early oc- 
cafion. . 


From the fituation of the Weft India 
Iflands in the Atlantic ocean, extending in 
form of a femicircle, nearly from the coaft 
of Florida to the river Oronoko, it might 
feem that, at fome remote period, they had 
been detached from the great continent of 
America, either by the gradual and progref- 
five power of the ocean, or by fome great and 
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fudden convulfion of nature. But from their 
being of very irregular and. mountainous. fur- 
face, while the land of the proximate fhore is 
peculiarly low and flat, toa diftance of many 
miles from the coait, it would appear that the 
iflands and the main land owned a diftine, 
and very different origin. ‘The craggy fhores, 
and rugged broken figure of the iflands be- 
{peak the convulfive throes of a fudden birth ; 
while the fmooth and muddy furface of the op- 
pofite coaft indicates a lefs difturbed and flow- 
er beginning. Probably the latter has been 
formed from the gradual depofit of a feculent 
ocean—the former from the vehement vomit- 
ings of volcanic eruption. 


Barbadoes is the moft windward of the 
Welt India Iflands ; and is in that divifion of 
them known by the appellation of Charibbee 
flands—a name they have obtained from one 


of the nations of Indians, who formerly inha- : 
bited them, 


It is about twenty-one miles in length, by 
fourteen in breadth; lying in latitude 13° 


North, longitude 59°, Weft. The Englith 
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have occupied it nearly two centuries, hav- 
ing taken poffeffion of it in the reign of 
James I. At the time of being fettled by our 


countrymen, it was covered with wood, and. 


had no appearance of having been, before, oc- 
cupied by man; but it now appears under a 
very different afpe&,—the deftruQive axe 
having converted its deep and heavy forefts 
into even charadteriftic nakednefs, 


Weft Indians regard it as of low and level. 
furface: but this can be only comparatively. - 
fpeaking, and in reference to the neighbouring 


iflands whofe bold fummits pierce the flies : 
for Barbadoes has all the pleafant variety’ fof 
forded by hills and broken land, and, in fome 
parts, is even mountainous, thcugh lefs fo 
than Grenada, St. Vincent, or St. Lucie. 


It is confidered as an old ifland, and, from 
having been long in cultivation, is faid to be 
much exhaufted, and wearing to decay. Thofe 
concerned in the culture of more recent, and 
now more prolific colonies, feem to com- 
paffionate Barbadoes as the venerable and 
decrepit patent of the race; while its in- 
habitants pride themfelves upon its antiquity, 
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and, like the feudal lords of ftill more ancierig 
ftates, affume a confequence, I might almoft 
fay claim hereditary rank and privilege from 
priority of eftablifhment. This fenfe of dif- 
tintion is flrongly manifefted in the fenti- 
ment conveyed by the vulgar expreflion fo 
common in the ifland-—“ neither Charib, nor 
Creole, but true Barbadian,” and which is 
participated even by the flaves, who proudly 
arrogate a fuperiority above the negroes of 
the other iflands! Afk one of them if he was 
imported, or is a Creole, and he immediately 
replies— Me neder Chrab, nor Creole, eyes 
me troo Barbadian born.” 


Perhaps the late decline of this ifland 
may be ftill lefs the effect of exhauftion of the 
foil, than of the extenfive emigration, and the 
diverfion of commerce confequent on the cul- 
tivation of new iflands and colonies. In the 
early period of its culture Barbadoes yield- 
ed a produce, and gave rife to an extent of 
commerce, not known in any other ifland, and 
its population increafed to a degree, perhaps 
‘unprecedented in any part of the globe. ~- With- 
in the firft fifty years the tradé of the ifland 
had become fufficient to employ four hundred 
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| fail of fhipping ; and the number of inhabi- 


tants amounted to no lefs than one hundred 
and fifty thoufand, being upwards of five 
hundred to every {quare mile. 


To enable the land to continue the boun- 
tiful produce it now afforded required much 
labour, and a great and expentive fupply of 
manure, therefore as new colonies were fettled, 
and new land brought into cultivation, which 
was capable of yielding equal returns with 
lefs labour, and lefs of artificial fupply, it be- 
came an objeé to individuals to emigrate from 
the neighbouring ifland of Barbadoes, and 
engage in the culture of the more recent, and 
Jefs exhaufted fettlements ; and, thus, with the 
population, the commerce, which before had 
been. confined to the parent ifland, was 
neceflarily diverted into new and various 
channels, 


At this day the Dutch colonies of Gui- 
ana, and the captured ifland of Martinique are 
a continual drain upon the population of 
Barbadoes. But notwithitanding its decline 
from what it once was, it is ftill the moft po- 
pulous, and one of the moft important of our 
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Weft India poffeffions. From fituation, and 
from its fine bay for fhipping, even indepen-. 
dent of its produce, it muft ever be valuable 
to us, and indeed may be confidered as the key 
of the Weft Indies. Some of the Creoles of 
the ifland, not barely fenfible of this, commit 
the excefs of attaching to it a degree of im- 
portance beyond even England itfelf.—** What 
would poor old England do,” fay they, “ were 
Barbadoes to forfake her?” This adage you 
will believe exprefles only the veneration of 
the illiterate; but you will admit that it 
arifes from a very natural feeling: for thofe 
who have feen but one fpot readily fancy that 
to be of the firft importance! And there are 
multitudes in Barbadoes who never faw any 
other foil, and who, no doubt, from the fame 
laudable fentiment which we fo honor in 
Britons, regard their native ifle as pre-eminent 
above all others. 


Barbadoes contains a numerous clafs of 
inhabitants, between the great planters, and the 
people of colour, a circumftance which forms 
a ftriking difference between this ifland and 
the more recent colonies. Of thefe, many are 
defcended from the original fettlers, and have 
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no precife tanlaiatiantee of the period when 
their anceftors firft arrived. ‘Through: feveral _ 
generations they have been born, and have 
conftantly lived upon the ifland. They re- 
gard it as their native, and only abode, and 
do not, like their more wealthy neighbours, 
look to England as another and a better home. 
Of fome of thefe old families I may, perhaps, 
fpeak more particularly in another letter. 


If in point of produce Barbadoes now 
yields to other fettlements—if its population 
and commerce have decreafed—if its thick 
woods have fallen before the rueful axe—and 
if its mountains are lefs afpiring than the 
towering fummits of fome of the neighbouring 
iflands ; ftill its trade and produce continue to 
be important; its population great; and the 
picturefque fcenery of its furface, perhaps, 
unrivalled. Norare thefe its only advantages ; 
for, in confequence of being more cleared, and 
more generally cultivated, than the other | 
iflands, its temperature is more equable, and 
its air more falubrious. Damp woods do 
not interrupt, nor ftagnant moraffes em- 
poifon the breeze. “Every part is expofed to 
the full perflation of the trade-wind ; by the 
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coolnefs and falubrity of which, this is ren- 
dered the moft healthful of the iflands ; info- 
much that it is common, in ficknefs, to make 
a voyage from the other colonies to Barbadoes, 
as the Montpelier of the Weft Indies. Being 
fituated to windward of the other iflands, 
it receives the uninterrupted breeze, brought 
to it in all its purity immediately from a 
wide extent of ocean, unimpregnated by the 
feptic exhalations of ftagnant waters, or pol- 
luted foils—Its temperature has been far lefs 
inconvenient than we had expected. We 
have felt but little oppreflion from heat ; and 
have continued our habits of exercife without 
interruption. In the harbour, and placed in 
the fhade, the thermometer has feldom been 
higher than $4, and at no time has exceeded 
&6 degrees. 


Yet bleffed as the ifland is in its exemp- 
tion from exceffive heat, from noxious miaf- 
mata, and from great and general ficknefs, it 
has its peculiar ills; being vifited with an 
endemial affliction, fo much its own as to 
have obtained the appellation of the Barbadoes 
difeafe. \t appears in form of the elephanti- 
afis, or what is here termed the “ glandular. 
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difeafe,’—and is a moft unfightly and dif- 
trefsful malady. 


Bridge-town is the capital of the ifland, 
and is fituated on the S. W. Bank of Carlifle 
bay, which is one of the firieft harbours, for 
fhipping, in the Weft Indies; but is not con- 
fidered to be fecure during the hurricane 
feafon. It derives its name from the circum- 
ftance of a royal grant of the ifland having 
formerly been made to the Earl of Carlifle. 
The other towns are Speights-town, Auftin- 
town, and Hole-town, all of which are much 
inferior to Bridge-town. bak eerie 


Both the fcenery and the population ofthe 
ifland are more indebted to the number and 
variety of manfions, cottages, and huts, thickly 
fpotted over its furface, than to its towns; 
which, as is too commonly the cafe in all coun- 
tries, are built with lefs regard’ to general ap- 
pearance; and the health of the inhabitants, 
than'to the convenience of Bare and the Lg ee 
of apn ari 


On aibaduetare of the iflarid ‘are feen 
fitumbers of wind-mills, ftore-houfes, and other 
VOL. II, G 


8 2 


buildings for fugar, coffee, and cotton, houfes 
of planters, the {maller dwellings of cottagers, 
and the huts of negroes, all of which improve 
the feenery, while they convey the idea of | 
extenfive population, and delight the mind 
with images of rural enjoyment, and of gene- 
rally diffufed comfort and tranquillity. The 
numerous buildings, together with their pro- 
tecting fhades about them—the luxuriant 
tropical vegetation—the conftant verdure of 
the fields—the evergreen foliage of the trees— 
the broken. irregular hills, lofty mountains, 
and cultivated rich-yielding plains—all fur- 
rounded with extenfive views of fhipping, and 
the open fea, create an effect more varied and 
interefting than is often to be met with, and 
contribute to render Barbadoes a moft plea- 
fant. and picturefque ifland: and from this, 
added to the examples I have given you of the 
hofpitality, and friendly urbanity of its in- 
habitants, you will difcover how highly it is 
calculated to call forth the attention, intereft 
the feelings, and fecure the attachment of 
thofe who vifit it. | 


In {peaking to you of the fituation of 
Barbadoes, it occurs to me to notice the confu- 
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Son which hag arifen in the minds of indivi« 
duals, from the term commonly employed to 
- diftinguifh the two grand divifions of our ex- 
pedition. To difcriminate what is literally 
the windward army from that intended for St. 
Domingo, we hear it denominated the “ Lze- 
qward-\land” divifion, than which it had been 
dificult to have found aterm more pointed- 
ly incorrect. Ifthe diftinction be intended 
with regard to the courfe of the trade wind, it 
fhould have been direétly the reverfe, for the 
iflands, occupied by the troops of what is called 
the “ Leeward-Iland” armament, happen with 
refpedt to St. Domingo to be every one very 
far to windward! If the term regard only | 
the common nautical divifion of the Cha- 
tibbee iflands themfelves, it is ftill inappro-. 
priate, for the windward, no lefs than the 
leeward of thefe iflands, are poflefled by 
what is termed the /eeward army. 


Any perfon confulting a map of the 
‘Weft Indies muft difcover St. Domingo to be 
among the moft leeward of the iflands, and 
would neceffarily be led to conclude that the 
Leeward-Ifand divifion, was the St. Domingo 
divifion, 7, e. that they were fynonymous, for 
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no one could imagine that the troops occupy- 
ing Barbadoes, and the more immediately, 
neighbouring iflands, could belong to an ar- 
my defignated “ Leeward,” in contradiftine- 
tion to the army of St. Domingo. Perhaps 
the terms Charibbee Ifland divifion, and 
St. Domingo divilfion had been more accu- 
rate. 


Led by this circumftance we have taken 
fome pains to inform ourfelves, which are the 
iffands knownunder the term “Leeward,” ac- 
ing to the common acceptation : but. we find 
this to be a queftion of difficult folution ; al- 
moft every one dividing them differently ! 
Scarcely any two perfons, from whom we 
have fought intelligence, have given the fame 
reply ; nor does it feem to be accurately known 
where the line fhould be drawn. Some re- 
gard the diftin@ion. as, refpecting only the di- 
rection of the trade. wind : fome derive it from 
the courfe taken by the fhips from Spain to 
Carthagena ; and others, from various other 
fources and circumftances ; yet all agree that 
Barbadoes is the moft to windward ; and all 
allow that the Charibbee iflands are lefs to 
leeward than St. Domingo. 
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But to return to my notes concerning 
Barbadoes ! I have before remarked to you the 
principal variations of its foil: —near Bridge- 
town it is of rich black earth, moftly fpread on 
a bafe of calcareous rock, formed of madripores, 
and other marine concretions: in fome dif- 
tricts it is of a red earth, of greater depth, but 
lefs rich : in others the {foil is of a light whit- 
ifh earth, broken into a grey-looking mould, 
or hardened into lumps refembling chalk—but 
actually confifting of indurated argille, bleach- 
ed by expofure to the weather, 


From this variety in the foil, together 
with that which attaches to fituation, as being 
flat, or mountainous,—proteéted, or expofed, 
it will neceflarily happen, that the produce 
will differ in different parts of the ifland: and 
as the whole has been long under cultivation, 
it is manifeft that ifa fupply of manure, pro- 
-portionate to the crops obtained, cannot be 
procured, a degree of exhauftion, bearing a cer- 
tain ratio to the deficiency, muft refult. 


It is eftablithed, from the mode of agri- 
culture adopted in fome counties of England, 
that, by an adequate fupply of manure, land 
159 
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may be continued in a conftant round of cul- 
tivation, yielding as prolific crops as upon its 
earlieft culture ; and this is now found to be 
no lefs certain, than that if the land be fubject- 
ed to continued tillage, without fuch fupply, 
it will be fo exhaufted, in the courfe of a few 
years, as not to give fufficient produce to com- 
penfate the labour and expence of cultiva- 
tion. 


The fame fads equally apply to Bar- 
badoes, where, if the artificial fupply be not 
commentfurate withthe produce removed from 
the land, a gradual diminution of the crops 
will fucceed, or, in order to have thefe in their. 
ufual abundance, the acres in cultivation muft 
be reduced to fuch a number as the ifland fhall 
be capable of furnifhing with anadequate quan- 
tity of manure; and we accordingly find that 
ereat herds of afmall fpecies of cattle, moftly 
{teers, are kept uponthe plantations, forthe pur- 
pole of fupplying this indifpenfable addition to 
the foil. Thefe are employed inftead of horfes 
in the heavy labour of the eftate, and we often 
fee from twelve to twenty-four of them yoked 
ina waggon, drawing a fingle hogfhead of 
fugar, or forme other fmall load, fuch as in 
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London would be conveyed with facility by 
two horfes in a cart. 


At night the cattle are penned upon a bed 
of trath, collected from the refufe of the canes 
and other wafte materials of the eftate, by 
treading upon which, and mixing it with their 
own dung, they trample the whole into an 
ufeful compoft for the fields, 


It neceffarily follows from fuch numbers 
of thefe cattle being required, for the purpofe 
of manuring the land, that a greater fupply of 
beef and veal is raifed for the markets, and that 
frefh provifions are more plentiful than in moft’ 
of the other colonies. Of the cuflom of buy- 
ing the veal in live quarters for the pot I 
have already fpoken—and I may now remark 
that the beef is too commonly killed very 
young—forming neither beef nor veal, but a 
fomething of flavor and appearance between 
the two, | 


The feafons here are not divided into 
winter and fummer, but into wet and dry: 
yet are they, by no means, what many from 
thefe terms would believe, who might imagine 
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that half the year is drowned with inceflant 
rain, and the other half parched with conftant 
drought. Sucha-conftruGion of the terms wet 
feafon, and dry feafon, though not unfrequent, 
is far from corre¢t, and leads to a very inaccu- 
rate idea of the climate; for, although it has 
been the dry feafon, during the whole time we 
have been at Barbadoes, we have {carcely had 
two fucceflive days without refrefhing rain ; 
although the fhowers are not fo heavy at 
this period as at that of their greater frequen- 
cy, termed the wet feafon, when the torrent 
which falls might often convey the idea of a 
fudden rupture of the clouds, letting forth 
their waters zz fireams to the earth. 


The quick evaporation which fucceeds 
to rain in thefe climates creates a moft agree-_ 
able and refrefhing coolnefs. The extreme 
ardor of the fun’s rays is alfo counteracted by 
the ever-grateful breeze, which fets in from the 
fea about eight or nine o’clock in the morning, 
and continues throughout the day, ceafing only 
as the fun forfakes us at evening ; 
are again defended from oppreffive languor by 
a breeze {pringing up fromthe land. This 
fets in as the fea-breeze fubfides, and di- 
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verging, as it were from a central point, is 
felt on all quarters of the ifland. 


Without thefe beneficent provifions of 
nature no tropical climate could have been 
habitable: nor does that great parent in any 
thing more admirably. difplay her guardian 
care, nor more ftrikingly exhibit the uni- 
verfal confiftency, or the happy order and 
arrangement of her works. The intenfe heat 
between the tropics mutt have been deftruc- 
tive to animal life, had not an antidote been 
offered in the refrefhing trades ; which, form- 
ing the fuite of a burning fun, moderate the 
effe€ts of his too effulgent rays. 


The day is nearly of equal length through- 
out the whole circle of the year. We have 
none of the fhort dark days of an Englith 
winter, nor of the ftill dhorter light nights of 
a Scottifh fummer. Nights of one or two 
hours, and days of fix or feven are here 
equally unknown: until nearly the hour of 
fix fair Aurora opens not her gates to {pread 
around her eaftern beams, and folemn Vefper, 
with little variation throughout the year, 
clofes the fpangled brightnefs of the weft 
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about the hour of feven. Evening is fcarcelp 
known. The fun traverfing his vertical 
courfe finks at once from the horizon, and, 
refufing his oblique beams to protract or foften 
the decline of day, robs us of the gentle cre- 
pufcule hour, and fuddenly throws around all 
the obfcurity of night. 


This uniformity of the diurnal round 
{carcely exceeds that of the general tempera- 
ture of the climate, which brings us one per- 
petual fummer. The fields and the trees are 
always green. Live nature ever fmiles, Un- 
interrupted by the torpor of winter fhe is 
neither chilled with fro, nor buried in fnow. 
But, for thefe advantages, we forego the 
fprightly delight, and genial comfort of a fum- 
mer’s evening, the all-animating pleafures of a 
returning fpring, and the foft and placid Joys of 
gentle twilight’s hour. Had I time for fuch 
difcuffions, I might here enter into a long di- 
ereflion upon the comparative excellence of the 
climate we have left, and that we now in- 
habit: yet fhould I yield the palm to my 
native ifland, for of all the delights of climate 
in other countries, however great or durable, 
1 know none that can fland in competition 
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with the {weet and animated foftnefs of Eng- 
Jand’s {pring. | 


Of this foul-enchanting feafon the ef- 
fect, no doubt, is much heightened by its 
periodical return ; and from its fucceeding to 
the chilling blafts, and all the long and dreary 
fufpenfion occafioned by winter. It is in fact 
the refufcitation of nature, and is calculated 
univerfally to enliven,—while it forms the 
high repaft of feeling and contemplative 
minds. 


What combination—what fcenery can 
man contemplate capable of affording the 
tender delight felt in a folitary ramble, acrofs 
the rich and neat enclofures of England, at. 
the happy period, when nature, reanimated 
by the genial orb of May, difplays, in gentle 
mildnefs, all her lovelieft form, and regales 
every fenfe with her fofteft banquets! Per- 
haps no fcene is known fo {weetly grateful — 
none that fo calms the bofom with foft feel- 
ings of peace and comfort, or that minifters 
fuch copious ftreams of genuine delight. All 
around unites in fweeteft harmony. The 
eye, the olfaQtories, the ear, the very fenfes 
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of feeling, and of tafle—all are gratified. 
The fields, fpread with green-fhooting herb- 
age, appear enchantingly variegated with the 
cowllip, the yellow crocus, and the daify. 
While the fleecy herd patiently crop the fuc- 
culent plant, the young lambs are feen fkip- 
ping, innocent and playful, at the fides of 
their dams. The hedges protrude the ver- 
dant bud and {welling bloffom to. drefs their 
chilly nakednefs, and the trees, cafting off the 
dull coat of winter, aflume the foft livery of 
the feafon. The fragrant odours of the ap- 
ple bloflom, the hawthorn, and the violet 
are exhaled around —the blackbird, the thruth, 
and the nightingale, warbling foft carols: 
amidft the budding bufhes, enchant the 
ear. The very organs of tafte are regaled 
with frefhnefs from the mild falubrious breeze ; 
and to the whole frame a genial feeling is 
imparted by the foftering rays of a tempe- 
rate and cheering fun. 


In mental retrofpec&t do I oft-times con- 
template a fcene which every Englifhman of 
feeling muft have frequently enjoyed. Taking 
him from the bufy hum of the world, my 
fancy leads the lover of nature into the en- 
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clofed fields of England, in one of the mild 


mornings of May, and feating him under a 
green-budding hedge, upon a moily and fun- 
warmed bank, furrounded with violets, bids 
him look down the floping mead to the 
crooked brook which winds in gentle current 
along the bottom, and there behold the 
thick wood of the oppofite bank, reflecting 
the dark. femblance of its branches in the 
ftream, and burfting forth its prote@ting fo- 
liage to conceal the harmonic fongfters of the 
feafon. It alfo dire&ts his eye to the green 
carpet of fhooting herbage, enriched with the 
tender cowflip and the humble daify, and in- 
vites his regard to the playful innocence of 
the young lambkins fkipping before him. 
To his ear it conveys grateful melody in the 
bleating of diftant herds ; the lively whiftling 
of contented hinds ; or the happy milk maid’s 

fimple fong :— even the loud cawing of the 
_ rooks perched on the lofty elms, the foft note 
of the innocent robin hopping under the 
hedge, and the very chirpings of the merry 
{parrow excite congenial feelings, and im- 
prove the general harmony—while the bright 
fun, occafionally obfcured by fleeting clouds, 
exhibits the varied interchanges of light and 
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fhade, and gives a higher intereft to all 
around. Having thus placed him, appealing 
fancy earnefily demands if any thing in the 
eternal fummer of other regions can equal the 
foft delight—the genial harmony of foul and 
fentiment infpired by this tender vernal fcene? 


Some fair friends of ours would place at 
his fide the miftrefs of his heart, and thus 
give perfection to his happinefs, as. Buffon 
perfects the exiflence of his infant of matu- 
rity. But excufe me, ye fair, fhould I hazard 
the fuggeftion. whether to be left alone, to 
think and wifh towards her, might in fuch a 
fituation be lefs foul-delighting ; for anticipa-~ 
tion is faid to fweeten our higheft joys, and, 
perhaps, it were the very life and eflence of 
fuch-like moments to feel the tender privation 
of having yet a fomething to with, and to hope. 


Regularity obferved at Baas in regard to rifing and going 
to reft. Land and fea breeze. Diet and le of serving 
the table. Planters and merchants Jometimes grow fat 
clerks, book-keepers, Se. very thin. Condiments much ufed. 
Plenty deemed a greater excellence than delicacy of affortment 
at a Barbadses feafl. A Weft India dinner. Engh ifh habit 
of driving ladies fren: the dinner table practifed alfo at 
Barbadoes. Bad arrangement of d:nner parties. Attend= 
ants of the table numerous. Odour of the Negroes offenfive. 
Stock and provifions abundant at Barbadoes. Pevfonal clith= 
ing of the inhabitants—-Bed clothing. Languid pronuncia~ 
tion of Barbadoes Creoles. Concerning the frate of the flaves. 
Old and decrepit Negroes allowed to beg, and to he about the 

fireets. Firft example of flaves feen by the author and his 
comrades. The Negroes of the poorer owners difting 
guifbed from. thofe of the more opulent. Clothing of flaves. 
Conftruttion of their dwellings. Negroes chilly, and hover 
round a fire in the evening ;-—are fond of {moking tobacco. 
Food iffued to the flaves. Pepper pot. Hours of toil. De 
feiency of moral principle among flaves. — 


April 8% 
"Tur uniform returns of day and night in 
this climate appear to induce a regularity of 
habit in the hours of rifing, and going to 
_reft. _ [t is common to leave the pillow_at fix 
in the morning, and few perfons remain out 
of bed after eleven at night. The coolett 
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and moft pleafant part of the day is from fix 
to about half-paft feven o’clock in the morn- 
ning: about eight an oppreflive clofenefs is 
often experienced, arifing from the decline of 
the land breeze, before that from the fea has 
become fufficiently ftrong to diffufe its influ- 
ence. A fimilar period, likewife, occurs at 
evening, between the abatement of the fea 
breeze and the fetting in of the breeze from 
the land. Some days the clofenefs of thefe 
hours is fo flight, as to be fcarcely perceptible, 
but commonly they are by far the moft op- 
preflive of the twenty-four. 


Refpecting the mode of living it may be 
remarked that in all countries faid to be civi- 
lized, and among all people calling themfelves 
_ cultivated, too much of time and attention are 
_ devoted to the bufinefs of eating and drinking. 
Perhaps the majority of difeafes in focial life 
may be traced to this fource. Were it pofhi- 
ble to convey, in a fingle fentence, the fright- 
ful train of ills, the melancholy interruptions. 
of health, and the immenfe confumption of 
time, thus produced, men would be fhocked 
to read it! They would be terrified to behold 
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the magnitude of an abufe, to which, unheed- 
ing, they had fo long been devoted. This 
remark but too correétly applies to the ifland 
from whence I am addreffling you, and where, 
from the degree of indolence induced’ by 
tropical heat, the ingefta taken to excefs may 
be expected in a peculiar degree to opprefs the _ 
human frame. : 


The people of Barbadoes are much ad- 
dicted to the pleafures of the table. We have | 
fometimes thought that, in add hel might 
“put to the blufh even the turtle countenances — 


of our London fat citizens. 


The breakfaft ufually confifts of tea and 
coffee, or chocolate, with eggs, ham, tongue, 
or other cold meat.’ Bread is feldom ufed, 
but fubftitutes are found in roafted yams or 
eddoes, both of which a good deal refembl&é 
roafted potatoes. They are ufed hot, and 
eaten with butter, which is fometimes made’ 
in the country, but more frequently barrelled 
and brought from Ireland; that made in the 
ifland being of cream-like foftnefs, and not 
always of good flavor. In the courfe of the 
forenoon are ufed f& wits, or fandwiches, with 
ron, diy H 
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free libations of punch and fangaree. Im- 
mediately preceding dinner, which is ufually 
at an early hour, are taken punch and man- 
dram. The dinner, for the moft part, is pro- 
fufe, and many hours are commonly pafled at 
table in full and bufy occupation. | 


After a more than plentiful confumption 
of food, a free indulgence in fruit, and a 
bounteous fupply of wine and other good - 
liquors, to crown the repaft, the appetite and 
thirft are further provoked by a difh of {prats, 
or other broiled. fith, anda large bowl of milk 
punch. Tea and coffee are next ferved— 
and laftly comes the fupper, which forms no 
trifling meal. After this the bottle, the glafs, 
and the punch-bowl know no reft, until the 
filent hour when Morpheus, with rival powers, 
dethrones the Bacchanalian god. 


From the nature of the climate we had 
expected to have found the inhabitants. men 
of meager figure, half diffolved in perfpiration, 
_ and exhaufted almoft to fhadows: nor, indeed, 
are {uch figures rare, but they are to be found, 
moftly, among the clerks, the book-keepers, 
_ and thofe orders of white people below the 
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managers—thofe who are employed in aGive 
and bufy occupation, and have but little time 
to devote to indolence and the luxuries of the 
“table. Among the merchants and planters - 
are many of as fat and portly figure as well- 
fed aldermen; to whom, indeed, they are 
{carcely fecond in Epicurean devotion. 


We obferve that condiments are ufed very 
generally, and in great quantity. Acting as 
ftimulants they appear to have the effe& of 
caufing the relaxed and enfeebled ftomach to 
receive and to digeft more than it would, 
otherwife, require—more, indeed, than it 
would, otherwife, take. The various fpecies 
of red pepper, known in England under the 
common term Cayenne, are ufed in quantities 
that would feem incredible to people of colder | 
climates. 


A mixture of food is often taken, of a 
nature fcarcely lefs heterogeneous than is 
commonly confumed at the varied feaft of a 
French appetite; and with this melange of 
folids, are ufed wine, punch, porter, cyder, 
noyeau, and other good liquors in free liba- 
‘tion—yet are there fpecimens of health and 
- H 2 | 


120 


vigour, amidft all thefe indulgences, which 
might flagger the doGtrines of the advocates 
of abftemioufne’s. 

In the order of the feaft plenty more pre- 
vails than elegance. ‘The loaded board groans, 
nay almoft finks beneath the weight of hol 
pitality. That delicacy of arrangement now 
fiudied in England, under the term oeconomy 
of the table, is here deemed a lefs perfeGion 
than a fubftantial plenty. Liberality is more 
efteemed than delicacy in the fupply; and 
-folids are, fometimes, heaped upon the table 
in a crowded abundance that might make a 
London fine lady-faint. 


The repaft not unfrequently confifts of 
different kinds of filh—a variety of foups—a 
young kid—a whole lamb, or half a fheep— 
feveral dithes of beef, or mutton—a turkey— 
a large ham—~guinea fowls—and a pigeon pie ; 
with various kinds of puddings; a profufion 
of vegetables; and multitudes of fweets. I 
was lately one of a fmall party, where, pre- 
cifely, this dinner was ferved, and where the 
half-of a theep, kicking its legs almoft in the 
face of the mafter of the houfe, adorned the 
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bottom of the table—forming the moft un- 
feemly dith I ever behelfl. 


Perhaps we may find it to be common to 
the Weft Indies, but, hitherto, it has appeared. 
tous peculiar to Barbadoes—to put on table 
three or four large fubftantial puddings of dif- 
ferent kinds, and four or five -dithes of the — 
fame fort of meat, differently drefled. Unac- 
cuftomed to this, an Englith eye, on looking 
into the dining room, is furprized at the con- 
tinuation of mutton, mutton, mutton, pudding, 
pudding, pudding, from one end of the table 
to the other, and which the crowd of other 
good things feems to render unnecefiary. 


The generous board is often fupplied . 
wholly from the produce of the eftate, and on 
the occafion of giving an entertainment it is 
not unufual to kill an ox, a fheep, or, literally, 
the fatted calf: hence it occurs that various 
difhes of the fame kind of food, under diffe- 
tent forms, fometimes make up the principal 
part of the dinner, and, thus, it becomes ex- 
. plained why we fometimes fee upon table, at 
the fame time, roafted mutton, mutton ragout, 
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boiled mutton, mutton chops, and a mutton 
pie. The puddings moftly ufed are of citron, 
coco-nut, yam, lemon, and cuftard, and do 
great credit to the Barbadoes cookery-book. 
The defert is not lefs plenteous than the 
dinner, confifling of a variety of fruits, and 
preferves, ferved in crowded fupply. . The 
bottle’ and glafs pafs freely, and the fluids 
are in full proportion to the folids of the feaft. 


The liquors moft in ufe are Madeira 
and claret wines, punch, fangaree, porter, and 
cyder. Punch and langaree are commonly 
taken as the diluents of the morning. The 
latter forms a moft delightful drink. A glafs 
of it, taken when parching with thirft, from 
heat and fatigue, may be ranked among the 
higheft gratifications of our nature! At fuch 
a moment, a draught of fangaree approaches 
nearer, perhaps, to god-like nectar, than any 
other known liquor. It confifts of half Ma- 
‘deira wine and half water, acidulated with 
the fragrant lime, {weetened with fugar, and 
flavored with nutmeg. A ftronger fort of it 
is fometimes drank under the fuperlative name 

of i Sat This differs from the former, 
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only in containing a greater proportion - 
wine. 


The too prevalent Englith cuftom of 
fending away the ladies, or, according to the 
politer term, of the ladies reszring after dinner, 

for the gentlemen ¢o ezjoy their bottle, prevails 
—alfo at Barbadoes; and, we have thought, 
even toa greater extreme than in England. 
They leave us very foon after dinner, and, 
often, we fee no more of them during the 
evening. Frequently they do not, even, join 
us before dinner ; but we find them all affem- 
bled, at the head of the table, when we enter 
the dining room; and, even there, we have 
_ little of their company, for the party is often 
fo badly arranged, that we have fcarcely more 
of the fociety of the ladies, and the people of 
the ifland, than if we had remaind on board 
fhip. Inftead of the different perfons being, 
pleafantly, intermixed, it is too common to fee 
the ladies grouped together in a crowd at the 
upper end of the table—the officers and ftran- 
gers, jult arrived from Europe, placed at one 
‘fide,—and the gentlemen of the ifland, who 
are mutual and familiar acquaintances, at the | 
Other fide—implying that it is confidered a 

H 4 


(I04 


rule of politenefs to place each perfon neareft 
to thofe with whom he is beft acquainted. 
But this arrangement confines the converfa- 
tion of each perfon, too much, to thofe with 
whom he is in the daily habit of affociating. 
To me, it is always a difappointment, for I 
can converfe with my comrades in my ufual 
round, when ftrangers are not nigh; but, when 
thrown into fociety, in a foreign country, I 
always feel a defire for the converfation of the 
people refiding therein, expecting to. obtain 
information from them, both of the country 
itfelf, and of the manners and cuftoms of its 
inhabitants. 


The attendants at the dinner table. are 
very numerous. In addition to thofe of the 
family, almoft every gentleman has his own 
flave; and, thus, it often happens that the 
room is quite crowded with fable domeftics, 
whole furfaces emit an odour not lefs favory 
than the richeft dithes of the board. How 
long it may be before our olfattories become 
reconciled to this high-feafoning of a Weft 
india fealt | cannot conjecture; but, at pre- 
fent, we find it extremely offenfive, Poor 
Mafter is particularly annoyed by it, and 
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always takes care to obtain a feat as much fo 

windward as poiible. Cleghorn and myfelf 

fuffer no lefs from a moft filthy cuftom of the 

negroes—of taking a plate from the fide-board, 

before it is wanted, and ftanding with it under . 
the arm, ready to give it the moment a change 

1S required. On account of this dirty habit, 

we are obliged to attend with eagle watchful- 

‘nels to avoid receiving as a clean one, a plate 
which a flave has been holding for fome time 

clofely preffed to, certainly, not the {weetelt 

part of his naked fkin. 


In itsfupply of frefh provifions, particu- 
larly what is here termed flock, fuch as poultry 
and the like; Barbadoes exhibits a degree of 
plenty unknown in the neighbouring iflands. 
This would feem to be the happy efle@ of al- 
lowing the flaves to raife poultry for fale; 
together with there being a number of. {mall 
fettlers, diftributed about the country, who 
find their fupport chiefly in breeding flock for 
the markets, Poultry has been our principal 
food. ‘Turkies, guinea fowls, and chickens, 
we have had in great abundance. When we 
arrived, in the month of February, they 
were fold in the public market at little 
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more than a bit {about 53d.) per pound, but 
from the increafed demand confequentupon the | 
arrival of fo many troops, and fuch crowds of 
fhipping, the price ts now raifedto nearly dou- 
ble. The Mofcovy ducks are alfo bred in great 
numbers upon the Ifland, and are fo large as to 
appear like geefe, when dreffed for the table. 
Next to poultry they have veal and pork in 
the greateft plenty. In Bridge-town they have 
alfo a fifh-market, which at times is well fup- 
plied, but not fo regularly, as, from the infular 
fituation of the country, might be expected. 


Of the immenfe quantity of poultry raif- 
ed on this little ifland, you will form fome 
idea, when [| tell you that not only the thips - 
of war, and the tranfports, but moft of the 
Weft India trading fhips, recruit their ftock at 
Barbadoes ; and that in addition to this con- 
ftant and extenfive drain it furnifhes occafional 
fupplies to the other iflands. Since we have 
been in Carlifle bay, we have feen, at various 
times, great quantities of ftock iepes for the 
“Ifland of Martinique. 


In point of clothing the people of Barba- 
does deviate lefs from the habits of England 
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than the difference of climate would feem te 
warrant. Their drefs refembles that worn in 
our more northern latitude, being for the moft 
part a cloth coat, with white cotton waift- 
coat, and nankeen pantaloons. In fome in- 
{tances people of very active employment, or 
thofe who are much expofed in the fields, have 
the whole fuit made of nankeen. Their night 
clothing feems more appropriate to the great- 
er heat of climate than the apparel of the 
day. Itis common to fleep on a hard mattrefs 
in along cotton fhirt, without any other cover- 
ing, except in the cooleft feafon, when they 
make the flight addition of aftmple cotton theet. 


One of the moft prominent characterif- 

tics of the ifland is the tedious languor in 
which the people of Barbadoes pronounce 

their words. Nothing perhaps is more annoy- 
ing to ftrangers. ‘To convey to you, by the 
pen, any idea of their manner of fpeaking is 
utterly impoflible :—to be comprehended, it 
muft be heard. The languid fyllables are 
drawled out as if it were a great fatigue to ut- 
ter them ; andthe tortured ear of an European 
grows irritable and impatient in waiting for 
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the end of a word, ora fentence. “ How you 


| do to da—ay,” {poken by a Barbadian creole, 


confumes nearly as much time as might fuf- 
fice for all the compliments of the morning ! 
nor is this wearifome pronunciation’ confined 
to the people of colour only. It occurs, like- 
wife, among the whites, particularly thole who 
have not vifited Europe, or refided for fome 
time away from the ifland. In the fame 
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Jengthened accent do ‘the lower orders of © 
Barbadians, in. unreftrained impetuous rage, 


peculiarity. 2 

In manner, alfo, and in movement, as 
well as in fpeech, a degree of indolence and 
inaction prevails, beyond what might be expea- 
ed, merely from heat of climate, and which 


has in it a fomething extremely annoying to 


Europeans. 


The ftate of the negroes in Barbadoes 
varies, as the flate of flaves muft ever do, ac- 


‘pour forth vollies of uncommonly dreadful . 
caths, which, in their horrible combinations’ 
-and epithets, form imprecations fo ftrikingly 
impious, as to entitle them to the merit of - 
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cording to the difpofition and circumftances 
of the mafter. Under fuch benevolent and 
humane characters as Mr. Waith, and many 
others whom we have vilited, they may juftly 
feel themfelves a favored race, for their fitua- 
tion might be envied by the poor of nations, 
where freedom is better known ! But under 
fevere and cruel mafters it becomes a flate of 
ceafelefs vexation, and mifery. - 


On the very important queftion of general 
flavery I do not feel that my experience, hi- 
therto, in the Weft Indies either warrants me 
to {peak with confidence, or enables me tojudge 
with accuracy. But I will take care to note for 
you fuch facts as, from time to time, fhall occur 
to my obfervation, and may {ome day, perhaps, 
obey your commands, by giving you the re-~ 
fleGions they create in a feparate letter: 


Very much to the difcredit.of Barbadoes 
numbers of old, difeafed, decrepit negroes, at, 
once, objects of compaflion, and of horror, are | 
feen lying at the corners, or begging about the. 
{treets. ‘This, like the toleration of the fwarms 
of mendicants in England, is an evil, anda 
nuifance, for which there isno excufe. Ifthefe 
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poor unfortunate negroes are free, they fhould 
be relieved by a general tax upon the ifland: 
if flaves, the law fhould compel every mafter 
to provide for his own. Should the laws of 
humanity be infufficient, and thofe of juftice 
inadequate, a law of coercion fhould conftrain 
the unfeeling owner to protect and cherith the 
being, whofe youth and vigour have been ex- 
pended for his benefit ; and who, having worn 
out his days, inthe heavy toils of bondage, 
is grown aged andinfirm ! . 


What can be fo unworthy ! whatfo culpa- 
ble or difgraceful, as the cruel inhumanity and 
fordid injuftice, which render a mafter capable of 
neglecting in old age, the flave from whom he 
has exacted all the labour of youth, and all the 
vigour of manhood! Perhaps nothing pour- 
trays in more melancholy demonftration, the | 
pofhble depravity of the human heart! No 
longer able to exert himfelf to his owner’s pro- 
ht, the aged flave enfeebled by years, and ex- 
haufted by toil, is left to beg his yam from door 
‘to door !—abandoned by his cruel mafter he 
is a penfioner upon promifcuous charity, 
or is allowed to fall a prey to difeafe, and to 
want ! 
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Without fome compulfory law the flaves 
of the avaricious and of the lower orders, who 
are, themfelves, {carcely removed from indi- . 
gence, muft ever be fubject to this hard lot of 
negle& and cruelty. | 


The frit fpecimen we faw of Weft India | 
negroes—the firft example of flaves was fingu- 
larly calculated to imprefs us with fentiments 
of compaffion and difguft. It occurred at the 
very moment too when the impreffion would 
be moft powerful, and confequently will ever 
remain indelible. Immediately on our coming 
to anchor in Carlifle bay, a woman appeared 
 alongfide the fhip in a fmall boat with fome bad 
fruit, tobacco, fale fifth, and other articles of 
traffic. She was rowed by two negroes, who, 
we learned, were her flaves. ‘Two fuch objects 
of human form and human mifery had never 
before met our eyes! They were feeble, mea- 
ger, and dejected—half-flarved, and _half- 
naked ; and, in figure, too accurately refembling 
hungry and diftempered grey-hounds! They 
crouched upon their heels and haunches in the 
boat—their naked bones almoft pierced their 
filthy and eruptive {kins—their wafted frames 
trembled with debility—and while their hol- 
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low eyes and famithed countenances rendered 
them ghaftly images of horror, their whole 
appearance fhocked humanity, and appalled the 
fight |——Are thefe, we exclaimed, what are 
' ealled flaves? Is this the ftate to which hu- 
man beings arereduced inbondage P—Affiding 
and cruel indeed ! Well may fla avery be deemed 
a curfe! Can it be poflible that thefe fpeftres 
once were men! Are fuch the objets we are to 
fee—are thele the wretched and deplorable 
beings who are to appear every day,and every 
hour before our eyes ? Forbid it humanity : 
forbid it heaven!—Such was the apoftrophe 
of the moment, and I feel a fincere gratifica- 
tion in being ableto inform you that the me- 
lancholy fubjeés of this firft impreffion were 
not coreg fpecimens of the general mafs of 
flaves. Still is it grievous that any fuch ex- 
amples fhould be feen, but we hope to find 
them only rare inftances, for we learn that the 
large gangs of negroes kept by the great 
merchants, and the planters, are generally 
treated with kindnefs and humanity, and ap- 
pear contented and in comfort. 


But it is eafy to diftinguith the flaves of 
the opulent and refpeCtable inhabitants from 
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thofe of the poor and needy people of the 
town. The latter, being in poverty them- 
felyes, can only give to their negroes a fcanty 
allowance of food, while their indigence in- | 
duces them to exaét an over-proportion of 
labour. Hence the flaves of this clafs of peo- 
ple appear too often with fharp bones and 
hungry flavid countenances, having eruptions 
about the body, and their {kins of an unheal- 
thy obfufcatehue. Their general appearance 
indeed is dirty and unwholefome, and ftrik- 
ingly marks their negleéted flate. Want and 
wretchednefs are deeply ftamped in every line 
of their perfons—-and they may not inaptly be 
faid to refemble the worn-out horfe, or the 
ftarved and jaded afs, too often feen trembling 
under a heavy burden—or reeling in an old 
tattered cart upon the roads of England. 


It is not the praétice to load the flaves 
with fuperfluity of clothing.—A fhirt, and 
a pair of breeches, or only the latter, for the 
men; and afingle petticoat for the women, 
conftitute the whole apparel.—Bedding and 
bed-clothes find no place in their lift of ne- 
ceflaries : they ufually fleep on a hard plank, 
in the clothing of the day. Repofe is both 
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enfured and fweetened to them by labour— 
and the head needs no pillow but the arm. 
Some who, by means of induftry and cecono- 
my, are more advanced in their little com- 
forts, procure a kind of matting, a paillaffe 
of plantain leaves, or fome other fpecies of 
bedding, to defend them from the rough 
plank; but this is an indulgence felf-attained, 
not a neceflary provided by the mafter. The 
architecture of their little huts is as rude as 
it is imple. A roof of plantain leaves, with 
a few rough boards, nailed to the coarfe pil- . 
lars which fupport it, forms the whole build- 
ing.—The leeward-fide is commonly left in 
part open, and the roof projects to fome dif- 
tance over the door-way, forming a defence 
againft beth the fun and the rain. 
Notwithftanding the great heat experienced 
by Europeans, the negroes feel the evenings — 
chilly, and we frequently fee them crowding 
round the bit of fire which they make for cook- 
ing their fupper. This is commonly in the 
open air near tothedoor of the hut; butthey — 
fometimes place it upon the. middle of the — 
dirt floor withinfide the building —where 
they feem to have great enjoyment in {quat- 


ea 


ting round it, amidft the thick cloud of fmoke, 
to whiff additional fumes from the fhort pipe 
or fagar, and to join in Joud and merry fong. 


Smoking is an univerfal cuftom among 
them. In order to be at all moments pro- 
vided for this enjoyment, they carry in their 
breeches pocket a fhort pipe, about an inch in 
length from the bowl; or inftead of this a 
leaf of tobacco rolled into a fagar. Very 
often the pipe is fo fhort, or the fagar fo 
cloiely fmoked away, as to be in danger of 
burning the nofe, or even the lips. I have 
frequently feen them fmoking with the pipe 
fo fhort as to hold it in the mouth by preffing 
with the lips upon the lower part of the bowl. 
They often kindle their pipes from one an- 
other's mouths, by putting bowl to bowl and 

ofe to nofe, and {moking into each others’ 
eyes, until the tobacco has taken fire, 


| _ The food of the negroes is iffued to them 


weekly, under the infpeétion of the manager. 
tis very fimple and but little varied ; break- 
aft, dinner, and fupper being fimilar to each 
ther, and for the moft part the fame through - 
out the year. It confifts moftly of Guinea 
12 
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corn, with a fmall bit of falt meat—or falt 
fifh, Formerly a bunch of plantains was 
given to each flave as the weekly allowance 3 
but the plantain walks being .moftly worn 
out, this is become an expenfive provifion. 
Rice, maize, yams, eddoes, and fweet po- 
tatoes form an occafional change, but the 
Guinea corn is, commonly, iffued as the 
weekly fupply ; and in order to obtain fome 
variety of food, they barter this in exchange 
for other provifions, or fell it for money, and 
with that buy falt meat or vegetables. We 
occafionally fee them offering the Guinea 
corn for fale; and on being afked why they 
fell it, they thus exprefs themfelves— Me 
no like for have him Guinea corn always! 
Mafia gib me Guinea corn too much—Guinea 
corn to-day—Guinea corn to-morrow—Gui- 
nea corn eb’ry day—Me no like him Guinea 
corn—him Guinea cornno good for gnhyaam.” 


The weekly fupply being iffued to them 
‘on the Sunday, it becomes their own care 
how to hufband it fo as to have a fufficiency’ 
of food until the following Sabbath. Thofe: 
who are induftrious have little additions off 
their own, cither from vegetables -grown ont 
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the fpot of ground allotted to them, or pur- 
chafed with the money obtained for the pig, 
the goat, or other ftock raifed about their huts 
in the negro yard. | 


A mefs of pottage, or very ‘hot foup, 
called pepper-pot, ts one of their favorite 
dithes, and one indeed which is generally 
 efteemed by the inhabitants, and by ftrangers. 
It is prepared by ftewing various kinds of ve- 
getables with a bit of falt meat, or falt fith, 
and feafoning it very high with capficum, 
or fome fpecies of the red pepper. The 
"vegetable, called fquafhes, is much ufed in 
thefe pepper pots. Bread, which is efteem- 
ed fo effential, and held as the ftaff of life 
by the people of Europe, is unknown among 
the flaves of the Weft Indies: nor, indeed, 
is it in common ufe among their mafters,- 
but they find very excellent fubftitutes in the 
yam, the caflada, and the eddoe.. 


The common round of labour of the 
flaves is from fun-rife to fun-fet, having inter- 
vals of reft allowed them, at the times of 
breakfaft, and dinner, 
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The negroes are generally fad thieves ; 
they appear to know no fenfe of honefty. 
Ignorant of all moral principle, they fteal 
without feeling any fenfe of wrong, and with- 
out any apprehenfion, except that of being de- 
tected. The planters are obliged to employ 


one or two of the moft trufty of them in the 


capacity of watchmen to guard, by clofe and 
conftant attention, the orchards, plantain walks, 
provifion ftores, and the like, from the depre- 
dations of their own and their neighbour’s 
flaves. Although they-have no remorfe in 
ftealing whenfoever and wherefoever oppor- 
tunity offers, ftill they feel peculiarly prone 
to robbing their mafters; and this they do 
not even confider a theft, as is too evident 
ne an expreflion very common among them, 

“ Me no sch him: me take bim fron 
A ae 
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Concerning the elephantiafis, or endemial malady of 
| | Barbadoes. 


April 9. 


In {peaking to you of the exemption of 
Barbadoes from great and deftructive fick- 
nefs, I remarked that, although it efcaped fome 
general ills, it was vifited with an afflictive ma- 
lady peculiarly its own. As this forms a cha- 
racteriflic feature of the country, and cannot 
but attract the notice, and excite the curiofity 
of ftrangers, you would not excufe me were I 
to neglect offering you a few words upon the 
fubjed. ee 


The difeafe is the elephantiafis—called by 
-fome the “ glandular difeafe,” but, by the many, 
defignated fimply the “ Barbadoes difeafe.” It - 
commonly appears in the form of an enormous 
and frightful enlargement of one or both legs; © 
but occafionally affedts other parts, particularly 
the {crotum, which becomes increafed to a 
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furprizing bulk. When once eftablithed, it is 
extremely difficult to remove, and for the moft 
part proves to be incurable. It affects the ge- 
neral health, lefs than. might be expected, and 
frequently exifts for many years without feem- 
ing materially to impair the conflitution ; of- 
ten, indeed, the perfon attacked with it bears it 
about throughout the remainder of a long life. 
It is moftly feen among the negroes, but it is 
too common alfo-among the creole whites, 
and even fuffers. not the Europeans to efcape. 
Although fo frequent in Barbadoes, as to be 
held ina great degree peculiar or endemial, it 
is not wholly confined to this country: fome 
inftances of being feen in the neighbouring 


iflands. 


It would feem not to have been fo preva= 
lent as it now is from any very diftant period 
of time; for about the year 1760 died at 
Barbadoes a man named Francis Briggs, more 
commonly known by the fictitious appellation 
of Chriftopher Columbus, who, from the 
uncommon and monftrous appearance of his 
legs, had been reprefented as the bug-bear or 


object of terror for the purpofe of frightening 
children. 


{21 


Male and female, young, middle-aged, 
and old, black and white, are now all fubje@ 
to its attack; and, in walking the ftreets, the 
eye is diftrefled, at almoft every corner, with 
the appearance of this hideous deformity, 


The difeafe ufually begins with an affec- 
tion of the inguinal glands, from whence a 
red ftreak, or line of inflammation extends 
down the limb, in the dire@tion of the lym- 
phatic veflels; the part affected becoming 
tumefied, and taking on a fhining and cedema- 
tous appearance. The {welling gradually oc-. 
cupies the whole of the leg, increafing until, 
in many inflances, the limb is more than 
double its ordinary fize. ‘The {kin affumes a 
morbid appearance, grows rough and fcaly, or 
is covered with irregular wart-like rilings. 
In fome cafes deep belts or indentations ap= . 
pear in various parts of the tumor, as if formed 
by the preffure of ligatures: in others the 
{welling bulges out in a number of irregular 
protrufions : fometimes, from extreme diften- 
fion, the fkin ruptures or breaks into cracks 
and fiffures, and a watery fluid oozes out, 
which on expofure to the air grows gelatinous 
upon the furface. The foot frequently partakes 
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of the difeafe: but in many cafes the im- 
menfe tumor of the leg terminates abruptly at 
the ancle, hanging over the foot in knotty, — 
and fealy excrefcences. ‘The deformity thus 
becomes diverfified—the enormous bulk of 
leg appearing under a variety of unfeemly and 
difzufting forms. As the enlargement in- 
creafes, the whole extremity becomes hard and 
fealy ; and the diftended fkin, which, at firft, 
indented, grows thick and corneous, and. 


wholly refifts the preflure of the finger. 


It has been found on diffe€tion that, from 
the effufed lymph which originally caufed the 
tumor having become coagulated and harden-_ 
ed, the fubftance of the enlarged limb has 
affumed an appearance not unlike brawn—the 
morbid fkin, and the cellular membrane under 
it, having grown into a tough, horny, and 
almoft cartilaginous confiftence. 


From this unfightly malady being moftly 
accompanied with fever of an intermittent 
type, we often hear it termed “the fever and 
azue. Indeed from the periodical returns of 
the paroxy{ms, and from the tumefaétion fuc- 
ceeding to them, the difeafe has been very 
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generally confidered only as an effe& refulting 
ftom intermittent fever. The practice, faid to 
be fuccefsful in removing it, feems alfo to be 
founded upon this view of-it. Regard being 
had to the fever as the original affection, the 
elephantiafis is confidered only as a fequel, and 
the curative means are direéted folely to the 
removal of the febrile fymptoms: which being 
effefted, by antimony and the bark, the patient 
is fent for a time to fome other ifland, by way 
of change of climate, in order to prevent a re- 
lapfe. No particular attention is paid to the 
tumor, which, on the fever being removed, is 
expected gradually to fubfide. But fometimes, 
inftead of receding, it remains ftationary, or 
is increafed; or if it did fubfide, is renewed on 
any future recurrence of the fever. 


Often a return to Barbadoes brings a re- 
turn of the intermittent, and a confequent 
addition to the enlargement: of the already 
thickened extremity ; and from the attacks of 
the difeafe recurring in frequent repetition, 
there remains no way of preventing it from 
being eftablithed into an unfeemly deformity, 
but by feeking the remedysof a more tempe- 

rate climate. Frequently the diforder feems 
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to be entirely fubdued by a few years refi- 
dence in England, yet again recurs on the 
patient returning to Barbadoes. 


Some regard the difeafe in a dire€tly op-+ 
pofite point of view, confidering the elandular 
tumor, with its attendant inflammation of the 
lymphatics, as the primary affe@tion, and the 
fever merely as fymptomatic. It is not con- 
fiftent with my prefent purpofe, nor does ex- 
perience warrant me to enter more minutely 
into this queftion ; but [ may offer you a few 
extracts of cafes wherefromyou will be enabled 
to colleé&t a more juft and accurate idea of the 
commencement, and the progrefs of this 


-fingular and diftreffing malady. 


“© Mr. Daniel Maffiah, aged fifty-three, of 
the Jewifh religion, was a very healthy boy 
till eighteen, when he was attacked with a dif- 
eafe, which at that period was very unufual 
indeed. Without any known caufe, he com- 
plained of a forenefs, and fwelling of the left 
groin, .When he had felt this about a quar- 
ter of an hour, he was feized with the cold fit 
of fevers a burning hot fever fucceeded, which 
was followed by profufe fweating. The whole 
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patoxy{m was accompanied with violent 
pains of the head and back, and great ficknefs 
at the ftomach, and reaching. ‘This firft ats 
tack left very little {welling in the left ancle. 
From this ft, for the four following years, he 
had this difeafe in the fame manner about 
once a month, with a gradual increafe of the 
left leg ; fo that it became eighteen or twenty 
inches round the calf. After he was twenty= 
two years of age, the attacks were five, fix, 
feven, or eight times each year. From the 
year 1764, being then about thirty-fix, he has 
been irregularly attacked, fometimes in the 
tight, and fometimes in the leit leg ; each 
time the legs were left larger and larger. At 
the age of thirty-nine the right lee was confi- 
derably increafed in fize. Inthe centre of the 
calf of this leg there arofe a lump as big. as a 

goofe’s egg, which burft of itfelf, and difchargs 
ed a fluid as clear as water, in large quantity. 
The {welling abated, but each fucceeding at= 
tack left the leg fo increafed in bulk, that at 
this time it meafures thirty-fix inches in every 
part of the leg, from below the knee to the 
ancle. The feet of both legs are of their na- 
tural fize. The left leg meafures twenty-fix 
inches, The {welling is very fmooth, except 
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_on the right heel, where there are great excref- 
cences, which have the appearance of large 
corns, or warts. The increafe of the legs 
feems to have been fo gradual, that he has not 
been in the leaft fenfible of it ; nor has he ex= 
perienced any other inconvenience from the 
difeafe, except when he has been weakened by 
ficknefs, and then he feels his legs heavy.” 


*¢ During the firft fixteen years of his being 
fubje&t to the difeafe, the local affections were 
always evident. Since that time, 2. ¢. for 
about twenty years paft, but more particularly 
lately, he has fcarcely been able to determine 
whether the local fymptoms, or the cold fit 
came on firft. He fays, that lately he finds 
the firft local fymptom to be a purple hue on 
the ‘finger nails, and a great coldneéfs in the 
palms of the hands. His appetite is very good, 
every function of life is uninterrupted, and — 
he has been free from every other difeafe.” 


“ Mr. P—, aged 'twenty-fix, a native of 
Barbadoes, has been fubjea, fince the age of 
eleven, to the glandular difeafe. It firft at- 
tacked him with a fwelling of the leg and 

thigh, which he perceived in the morning on 
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rifing from bed. The {welling of the extremity 
was uniform, and, except a little pain which 
he felt in the groin, where, on examination, the 
glands were found enlarged, was not attended 
with the leaft mark of inflammation, or fever, 
This enlargement continued for about fourteen 


days,, when he was feized with the regular 
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paroxyfm of fever; which was however pre- 
ceded by a red ftreak in the thigh, and a con- 
fiderable affection of the inguinal glands. A 
violent inflammation of theleg and thigh imme- 
diately preceded the hot fit, and continued for 
feven or eight days. This difeafe leit a great _ 


‘degree of fwelling, which has continued with | 


little variation ever fince. About two years. 
after, the attacks being frequent, he was ad- 
vifed to change his climate, and accordingly 
went to England, where his general health was 
much improved. During his flay there, 
which was about eight months, he had no frefh 
attack of the glandular difeafe ; but the. en- 
largement continued nearly the fame. Soon 
after his return to Barbadoes, he had a re- 
gular attack of the glandular difeafe, which 
lafted as long, and was as fevere as thofe he 
had experienced before he went to England. 
Thefe returns continued for feveral years to 
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be very frequent, but lately have been muclin 
diminifhed, both in number and feverity.” 


“The hiftory of the patient’s cafe, whofe 
leg I diffected, as far as Icould inform myfelf, 
was as follows :—She had laboured under the 
glandular difeafe for ten years: the firft at- 
tack was at fifteen years of age, and was at- 
tended with fever. At every return fhe found 
her leg much inflamed, increafed in fize, fiff, 
contracted, and gradually enlarged, till it be- 
came fo enormous as to be extremely trouble- 
fome. She then applied to me to perform 
amputation, of which fhe recovered; but was 
foon after feized with the fame difeafe in the 
other leg, and died in confequence of it *.” 


Different opinions have been held re- 
fpe€ting the origin of this fingular affection. 
From it being moft frequent, or firft obferved 
among the negroes, many have believed it to 
be imported with them from the fhores of Afri- 
ca. But this opinion is divefted of probability, 
by the extraordinary prevalence of the difeafe 
at Barbadoes. Were it brought by the flaves 


* Hendy on the glandular difeafe of Barbadoes. 
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from Afriea, it would be equally common.in the 
other iflands ; and not being infeCtious, would 
not be feen among the white creoles, or the 
Europeans. It is undoubtedly the indigenous 
offspring of the ifland, and poffibly is connect- 

ed with*a peculiarly arid ftate of the atmof- | 
phere; for in the iflands fhadowed with thick — 
forefts and vegetation, it is ftillunknown, andhas | 
only grown common at Barbadoes, in propor- 
tion as its woods have been removed, and the 
furface of the ifland left untheltered. | 


Except on its early attack, or at the peri- 
ods of acute relapfe, the difeafe is attended 
with little or no pain, and the enlargement 
fometimes proceeds fo gradually, as for the 
perfon himfelf to be in a degree infenfible 
of it. He walks about as ufual, and ap- 
pears to fuffer but little inconvenience, either 
from the additional bulk, or the great increafe _ 
of weight. Hence it is often lefs affliGing 
‘to the individual, than offenfive to others. It 
is extremely repugnant to the fight ; and as 
the negroes go about the ftreets with thefe dif- 
eaicd limbs expofed to every eye, Europeans, 
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but recently arrived, are extremely annoyed 
by their filthy and monftrous appearance. 


Perhaps nature has not formed, nor can 
the human mind conceive an object at once fo 
difgufting, and fo pitiable, as an old half-famith- 
ednegrowoman—of withered frame—tottering 
and trembling about with her loofe and naked 
fkin hanging fhrivelled in deep-furrowed 
wrinkles ; and dragging after her one or both 
legs grown into an immenfe bulk of hideous 
difeafe—her feet only toes, protruding from 
this huge mafs of diftempered leg. Yet fuch 
are the objects too often feen hobbling spout 
the ftrests of Bridge-town ! 
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Farms in Barbadoes termed plantations or eflates. Poor cot 
tagers. Native Barbadians. Their extravagant opinion 
concerning the importance of theifland. Examples in proof — 

| that the negro form and colour are not the mere confequence 
af climate and locality. | 


| April, 10. 
As planter here fuperfedes the title of farm- 


- er fo does plantation that of farm. The land 


is cultivated in a number of divifions, which 
in Europe, might receive the common name 
of farms, but in Barbadoes, they are termed 
plantations, or eftates. Of*thefe the diftin- 
guifhing appellation is not derived from the 
name of the exifting poffeffor ; but fram fome 
{pecific title long fince accorded to them, or 
from the name of the original poffeflor, or of 
the family to whom they have for many years 


- belonged. _ Thus a perfon, going to vifit Mr. 
Hollingfworth or Mr Waith, would not fay 


| 


| 
| 


he was going to Mr. Waith’s, or Mr. Hollingf- 
worth’s, but to “ Colleton’s,” or to “ Spend- 
| K2 
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love” ; thefe being the names as which Diy 
eftates have hong been k Lae tag ta ene Ghd 


, 
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Befides the great aanee er hatiitable 
manfions found on the large plantations, in the 
different parts of the country—many humble 
dwellings attract the notice of the traveller, 
and improve the general f{cenery of the ifland. 
Of fome of thefe I have before fpoken. They 
are the cottages of a poorer order of white 
people—of ob{cure individuals, remote from 
the great clafs of merchants and planters, and 
who obtain afcanty livelihood by cultivating a 
{mall patch of earth, and breeding up poultry, or 
what they term flock for the markets. They 
: are defcended from European fettlers, but from 
misfortune, or mifcondud, in fome of the race, 
are reduced to a ftate far removed from inde- 
pendence ; often, indeed, but little fuperior 
to the condition of free negroes, , 


Curiofity has led us to vifit feveral of thefe 
families, and we find that, throughout'many | 
generations, their predeceffors have lived con- — 
ftantly, in the ifland. Some have not been — 
able to trace back their pedigree to the period 
when their anceftors firft arrived, and there- 
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fore have no immediate thought or regard, con- 
cerning the mother country ; but abftractedly 
confider themfelves only in the detached fenfe 
of Barbadians, fondly believing that in the 
{cale of creation there can be no other country, 
kingdom, or empire equal co their tran- 
{cendant ifland—to their own Barbadoes: and 
hence the adage “What would poor old Eng~ 
land do, were Barbadoes to forfake her 2?” The 
fame fpirit of attachment, and of preference 
_ is alfo betrayed in the common expreffion, 
*¢ neither Charib nor Creole, but true Barbadian” 
-——thus proudly diftinguifhing themfelves as 
the true-born natives of the ifland which they 
confider fuperior to all others. They do not 
even admit themfelvesto be Creoles, but they 
are ‘* Barbadians’”’—a fomething diftin@ and fu- 
perior—a fomething different from, and unlike 
the inhabitants of the other Weft India iflands! 


The pride attaching to this fentiment, I 
have before remarked to you, has diffufed it- 
felfeven to the negroes, who now loudly echo 
the boaftful term,—“ me Badian !” 


In the part of the ifland near the tar 
pits, we happened to call in at a {mali hut, or 
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cabin, where we met with a large family of 
Barbadian cottagers; and, with all the inqui- 
fitivenefs of ftrangers, we addrefled the good 
people in a multitude of interrogatories, and 
were highly gratified with their replies. They 
were living amidft the mountains, apparently 
fhut from the world, and but feldom expofed 
to the intrufion of ftrangers. The old dame 
of the houfe was nearly feventy years of age. 
We found her occupied in playful attentions 
with two of her grand children—two, offeven, 
of the offspring of her daughter. Making © 
inquiries ref{pecting the old woman’s hiftory 
we learned that fhe could trace back her fa- 
mily in regular lineal defcent, as far as her 
great grandfather, the fucceflors of whom 
have never removed from Barbadoes; fo that 
the children we here faw, were to a certainty 
as diftant as the fixth generation, and pro- 
bably much more remote, in direct defcent, 
from parents who had always lived in the 
torrid zone, One of the children was about 
fix—the other eight years old. In fairnefs.of 
_fkin, in feature, and in figure, they might 
| have been miftaken for children born in Eng- 
land, or any other temperate climate. 
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Near Hilloughby hill we met with an- 
other cottage family, regularly defcended 
from Britith parents, of long ftanding in the 
ifland, and having all the features, and gene~ 
ral appearance of Europeans. The father of 
this family was fixty years old; and fome of 
his predeceffors had lived to upwards of 
ninety years. We could not trace the pedi- 
gree fo accurately.as in the other family— 
but this probably was not ‘lefs ancient, the 
old man having no knowledge but of his Bar- 
badian predéceflors, and. not knowing when 
they firft came to the ifland. The occupa- 
tion of this family was that of planting a {mall 
- fpot of land with ginger, and raifing ftock to 
fell at Bridge-town market. They were 
poor, like the others, and compelled to labour 
much in full expofure to the fun. Like the 
negroes, too, their diet confifted chiefly of 

_ vegetables. 


At the fort, commanding the entrance of 
Carlifle bay, are living a man and his wife, 
both natives of Barbadoes, whofe anceftors _ 
for generations, beyond all that. tradition has 
traced to them, have refided conftantly in the 
iand: fitting round the mother we faw five 
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fine children—their offspring, of face and 
form as fair as the faireft Europeans. 


Thefe facts ftand in dire& oppofition to 
the fpeculative doGtrines of thofe who derive 
the various colours of the human race from 
climate or locality of refidence, together with 
the concomitant circumftances of diet, and 
‘mode of life. Confiftent with fuch opinion 
it follows that the offspring of Europeans, 
living conftantly in the torrid zone, and, more 
particularly, if ufing the fame diet, and ex- 
pofed to fimilar habits, and occupations, muft 

degenerate,and, in future ages, become negroes. 


_ The three families above-mentioned are, 
undoubtedly, of the fifth or fixth, or, per- 
haps, a ftill more diftant generation, in di- 
‘ret lineal defcent, from parents, originally, 
Englifh ; but whofe offspring, through every 
race, to the prefent children, have always re- 
fided between the tropics. They have, more- 
over, lived in circumftances of mediocrity, 
-\-expofed to labour, and to the full influence of 

‘climate; or have known only the abode of — 
poverty, and by needy fortune have been 
compelled to ufe a diet very fimilar to that of . 
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the Africans. Yet is there not an individual 
among them, who, either in form, feature, or 
colour has made even the flighteft approach 
to that change, which a conftant refidence, 
through fo many generations, muft have ef- 
fected, were their defcendants, of future ages, 
to become of negro form, and hue. | 


Allowing this change of our fpecies to 
be as flow and gradual as the warmeft advo- 
cate of the doctrine might fuppofe, it were 
impoffible for the mind to conceive a period, 
when the offspring of Europeans would be 
broiled into perfe& negroes, if no fort of 
commencement—no mark whatever of devia- 
tion—nor any approach to the converfion, 
could be traced, either in the features, or the 
fkin, of thofe of the fifth, or fixth, or per- 
haps of the eighth or ninth generation ; after 
a refidence, too, in the fucceffive races, of 
nearly two hundred years under a tropical 
fun, and being expofed to moft of the other 


caufes, faid to promote the expected revolu- 
tion of their frames! 


: Children born in England have not fairer 
fkins, nor features more correctly European, 
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The yéuriger have all the chetub face and form 


of the lovely {miling babes of a temperate 
climate. Thofe more advanced are thinner, and 
bear about them more of that languor, which 
univerfally refults from long refidence in great 
and conftant heat ; but ftill have they no kind 
of approach to the thickened lip—the large 
mouth—the projecting countenance—the flat- 
tened nofe—the lengthened head—the woolly 
hair—or the dark {kin of the negroes. i 


The opinions of the gentlemen of the 
ifland feem to be all againft the idea of fuch a 
converfion of the human body, and we are 
affured that multitudes of families, in addition 
to thofe we have feen, now live in Barbadoes, 
who in progreffive defcent, through fuccef- 
five generations, for nearly two hundred 
years, have refided in the ifland, without the 
flighteft change being perceptible in their off 
fpring of the prefent day. 


To whatever age the parents may have 
lived, it is remarkable that, although the face 
and hands fhall have become brown, from im- _ 
mediate expofure to the fun, the other parts of 
their bodies remain white and unchanged ; and 
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not the fofteft fhade—not the flighteft tinge of 
the acquired darknefs of hands or face is com- 
municated to the defcendants—the children 
being, invariably, born as perfect whites as 
thofe of Europe. If, therefore, it could, for 
a moment, be admitted that merely the tanned 
countenance were an approach to the negro 
ftate, this being completely extinguifhed in 
each fucceeding race, it could never advance 
beyond the feeble change effected in a fingle 
generation. | 


But the very {trong and incontrovertible 
fa&t with refpe& to the American Indians, 
militates fo decidedly againit this doGtrine of 
converfion, that {earcely another argument can 
‘be neceflary to its refutation, Although living 
for unknown ages under the fame parallel of 
latitude as the Africans, and expofed to pre- _ 
cifely fimilar habits and occupations, not an 
iadividual of them has ever been known te 
turn negro, either in fkin or feature. Nor, 
indeed, would it be lefs reafonable to expect 
‘that the negroes of Aftica, or thofe of the 
Weit India iflands, fhould change to Indians, 
than that Indians, or Europeans, fhould be 
converted into Africans ! | | 
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No. accurate tidings at Barbadoes of the approach of the 
Port/mouth Convoy. Symptoms of the troops moving. Drs. 
Henderfon and Cave ordered to remain in charge of the 

fick of the St. Domingo divifion. Author cautions bis friend 
not to liften to the alarming rumours of fickne/s, and death. 
Great numbers in hofpital—their maladies mild, and Eun 
ropean—not endemic. Author witneffes a cafe of yellow fever 
in company with Dr. ‘fack/on. 


April 11. 


Cou tp it have been foretold that on the 11th 
day of April the people of Barbadoes would 
have remained wholly ignorant regarding the 
- fituation of an immenfe fleet of fhips which 
failed for that ifland, from England, in the 
month of November preceding, the myfteries 
of the prophet Brothers had {carcely been held 
more abfurd! Yet fo it is, for all here ftill 
continue in total darknefs refpecting the Portf- 
mouth convoy! But fome fymptoms of mov- 
ing are now exhibited, which feem to indicate 
that the troops already arrived will not be 
longer detained inactive. 


TAI 


Among other marks of approaching fer- 
vice, we have been called upon for a general 
return of the fick, and it appears in orders that 
Drs. Henderfon and Cave, with a detatchment 
of our ftaff, are to remain at Barbadoes in 
charge of the hofpitals appropriated to the St. 
Domingo divifion; and I may add, with re- 
gret, that we are likely to leave thefe gentle- 
men bufy duty, the fick-lift, particularly of 
the Cork divifion, being very numerous. In 
eonfequence of many of the fhips arriving in 
a fickly ftate, our hofpitals became crowded — 
as foon as they were erected, notwithftanding 
our having the further accommodation of con 
verting fome of the barracks into fick wards, 
But we have now in fome meafure relieved 
the hofpitals, by forming a {mall encamp- 
ment and putting the convalefcents under 
canvafs. 


We expe& that you will hear from vari- 
ous quarters, and read in all the news-papers 
fad hiftories of difeafe and death, but let me 
caution you not to believe that we are all 
dying, or that the yellow-fanged monfter is 
let loofe amongft us. Should it be told you 
that more than a thoufand fick are already in 
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the hofpitals, be not deceived into a belief 
that fo many are about to become the victims 
of climate, and yellow fever; nor fuffer your- 
felf to. be perfuaded that the whole of us have 
¢ failed to our graves,” 


The hofpitals are certainly thronged, and 
the number of fick is very confiderable, but 
this cannot be placed to the account of the 
climate, or of endemic difeafe, for, nearly all 
the men, now in hofpital, arrived in ficknefs. 
. "They had been detained on Spike Ifland, or 
in crowded tranfports, during many weeks of 
inhofpitable weather, whereby extenfive dif 
eafe was generated among them; and hence it 
happened that, upon arriving at Barbadoes, the 
troops in many of the fhips, although nat 
atuaily ill, had approaching difeafe fo firongly 
marked in their features, that it became necef- 
fary to remove every individual of them on 
fhore in order to have the veffels thoroughly 
fumigated and purified ; and from this circum- 
fiance it occurred that many flight cafes were 
thrown into the hofpitals, which otherwife 
would not have appeared upon the lift. This 
will in fome meafure explain to you why the 
hofpitals are crowded, although neither * yel- 
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low fever,” nor any other malignant difeafe 
reigns amoneft us. 


Of the many hundreds now en the fick. _ 
lift a very great majority are flight cafes, 
er convalefcents from difeafes they had fuf. — 
fered upon the pailage. We have reafon to 
believe that very few of their diforders are 
of fatal tendency, and that a great proportion 
of the fick will very foon be able to return to 
their regiments. 


While I am upon the fubject of ficknefs 
I may remark to you that I have had my firft 
opportunity of feeing a cafe of that deftructive 
malady, which has lately excited fuch univer- 
fal alarm, under the term “ yellow fever,” but, | 
perhaps, you are not prepared to hear that, 
after a refidence of fo many weeks in the 
Weft Indies, I have feen only a folitary 
example of that difeafe: yet fuch is the fad— 
for, ami@ft all our ficknefs, and crowded hof- 
pitals, only a fingle inftance of * yellow fever” 
has, hitherto, occurred. I vifited this patient 
with Dr. Jackfon, the author who has fo ably 
written upon the difeafes of Jamaica, and ob- 
fained dhis clinical remarks concerning the 
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leading and more characteriftic fymptoms of 
the difeafe. You will believe that I readily 
formed the idea of making this interefting and 
important cafe an object of very minute at- 
tention ; and you will feel that the event has 
imprefled upon my mind a very powerful 
fenfe of the fubtle malignity of this devouring 
malady. 


The patient was certainly very ill, but, to 
thofe who had not before witnefled the dif- 
_ -eafe, he did not appear to be in any immediate 

_ danger ; nor did Dr. Jackfon feem to think it 


a cafe of the higheft degree of malignity ; but, 
alas! on going to vifit him the following, 


morning, we found our poor foldier a cold and 
yellow corpfe ! 
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LETTER Vik 


Further hope—and further difappointment. Another divifwon 
of the Port{mouth convoy reaches Barbadoes. Rumour of a 
fecret Expedition. Concerning the probable feparation of thé 
author and his comrades. Expertne/s of Negroes in the 
water. One of their modes of Bathing. Negroes atten- 
tive to their teeth. Mode of cleaning them with fand and 
fea water, 


Barbadoes, April 13. 


W/irre we in danger, as often as in alarm, 
our friends might, indeed, have ferious appre- 
henfions both for us, and for ‘‘ good old Bar- 
badoes.” The enfign of alarm has again ap- 
peared this morning at the feveral fignal pofts 
along the coaft, implying that another ftrange 
fleet was in fight ; and which was obferved to 
be ftanding dire@ly for the ifland. We were 
all very quickly on the look-out—our only 
fear that it fhould prove to be but a part, in- 
ftead of the whole of our long wifhed for 
convoy from Portfmouth. 


By means of the telefcope it was foon 
difcovered that many of the fhips had troops 
VOLe ils L : 
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on board, and that they were dreffed in {car- 
let uniform ; no doubt, therefore, remained of 
their being friends. As they came near we 
climed up to the main-yard, to enjoy the de- 
lighting fcene prefented by their gently fail- 
ing into harbour; and as you know how often I 
_ have had tonote our difappointments regarding 
this difaftrous expedition, you will compre- 
hend how eagerly I greeted the termination 
of them in the profpe& now before my eye. 
Pleafed and delighted to witnels what we 
beheld as the arrival of the whole fleet, we 
counted the fhips in great joy as they came 
into the bay; when, having proceeded to the 
number of feventeen, Judge of the mortifica- 
tion we felt upon difcovering that ftill we had: 
only welcomed a detached divifion of our ex- 


pected convoy. 


Standing upon the main-yard, numbering 
the fhips as they dropped into the harbour, I 
anticipated the pleafure of fitting down in the 
evening to inform you that the different fleets 
of our expedition were, at laft, fafe in Carlifle 
bay-—but on taking up my pen I have only 
to tell. of new difappointments, which, in 
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truth, would feem to attach to thefe unhappy 
convoys in endlefs repetition. Inftead of an- 
nouncing to you the union of the two great 
divifions of our forces, from Cork and Portf- 
mouth, I have only to fpeak of the arrival of 
another {mall branch of Admiral Cornwallis’s 
fleet, which feparated foon after leaving Spit- 
head ; and which, inftead of bringing us intelli- 
gence, has every thing to learn concerning the 
body of the convoy, not having fallen in with 
any part of it on the paflage. 


A rumour is ftrongly prevalent among 
us, that a divifion of the troops, now aflem- 
bled, at Barbadoes, is to be detached on {e- 
-cret fervice. Should this take place, and the 
detachment be formed from the St. Domin- 
go armament, it is more than poffible that our 
happy quartette may yet be disjointed before 
we reach our original deftination. Of courfe 
our expectations have always led to this: yet 
from having lived on board, together, and in 
the utmoft harmony, during a period of many 
months, it would be matter of regret, to either 
of.us, to be taken from our congenial mefs, 
at the very eve of failing for our deftined 
port, and particularly as we muft be feparated 
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under circumftances which would render it 
probable that we fhould never meet again. 


This idea might lead me to expatiate very 
painfully upon the fituation of multitudes 
around me, But to indulge in fuch feelings 
would not be opportune: whatever reflection 
may teach — or whatever may be the event of 
the great fcene before us, with refpect to in- 
dividuals, Itruft that every Briton, embarked in 
the caufe, will meet, with all the firmnefs of his 
nation’s charadter, whatever is deftined to be 
his fate in war. | 


Ido not recolle& to have noted to you 
in any former letter the great fondnefs which 
the negroes have for the water, and their fin- 
gular addrefs and expertnefs in’ moving upon 
that element. In one of our late walks we 
witneffed a {cene ftrongly in proof of this, hav- 
ing met with a flave who was amufing him- 
{elf by exercifes of uncommon agility in tthe 
fea. Not an otter, nor a beaver, nor {carcely 
a dolphin could appear more in his element. 
He was quite at play in the water, and di- 
verting himfelfin all kinds of antic tricks, and 
gambols, He dived to the bottom—{fwam 
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in a variety of ways—walked or paddled 
along like a dog—concealed himfelf for a 
long time under water—laid himfelf at reft 
upon its furface, and appeared as much at his 
eafe, in the ocean, as if he had never breathed 
a lighter, nor trodden a firmer clement. 


This expertnefs is much derived from an 
early habit of bathing, or, as it might» be 
termed, exercifing in the water; and it renders 
the negroes peculiarly ufeful in moments of 
diftrefs, fuch as in cafes of accident at fea, or 
in the harbour. Let them have a boat, ora 
canoe, and it is almoft impoffible they can be 
drowned. ‘Even if-they are upfet, and the 
boat turned keel upwards, they rife at her 
fides, and there, continue to {wim and paddle 
until they again right ber, then bailing out the 
‘water refume their feats and proceed as if no- 


thing had happened. 


A fenfe of cleanlinefs attaches to their love 
of the water, for we not only fee them often 
in the fea, but frequently alfo wafhing them- 
felves inthe rivulets. It feems to form one 
of their favorite amufements to ftand in the _ 
fea, or river, and to take up water in both hands 
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and pour it over their fhoulders down their 
backs. This is practifed both by the men and 
the women, and is one of their moft frequent 
methods of bathing. 


Another mark of cleanlinefs alfo prevails 
among them which was lefs to be expected ; 
viz. that of paying great attention to their teeth. 
The chew-ftick which is here employed for 
‘cleaning the teeth is far more in ufe among 
the negroes, than the tooth brufh among the 
lower clafles of people in England. 


Our adroit negro, amidft his many gam- 
bols in the water, dived often to the bottom of 
the fea, and brought up a handful of fand. 
With this rough dentifrice he foundly fcrubbed 
his teeth, and by way of effence to wath it 
off, plunged down, for another handful, with 
his mouth wide open; thus, alternately, 
repeating the rubbing, and fea water wath- 
ing, until he felt that his pearls were duly con~ 
trafted with his ebon countenance. 
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LETTER VI. 


Author feparated from his long affeciated comrades. Embark; 
on board the Grenada, on a fecret expedition. Conjeftures re- 
garding its deftination. Embarkation of troops on board the 
Grenada. Accommodation of the offeers and feldiers. Ra- 
pid accumulation of filth on board. Troops preferved 
from ficknefs by bathing, and by keeping a great proportion 
of them always in the open air. Lorce employed in the ex- 
pedition. A fleet arrives at Barbadoes at the time the ex- 
pedition fails. Author addreffes his friend from the oppo= 


fite fide of the fun. 
Ship Grenada, at Sea, April 17. 


Tu apprehended divifion of our long af- 
fociated mefs has taken place! It has fallen 
to my lot to join the reported expedition un- 
der General Whyte, and I am feparated from 
my friends, perhaps, foon to meet again, 
perhaps, to meet no more! To what quarter 
we are bound is held in fecrecy. Curacoa,, 
Demarara, St. Euftatia, and various other def- 
_ tinations have been feverally conjectured, but 
from the courfe we are at prefent fteering the 
coaft of Guiana would feem to be moft pra- 
bable. 
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We were ordered away at very fhort no- 
tice. Onreturning to the Lord Sheffield after 
my vifit at the hofpital on the morning of the 
14th inft. I received inftru€tions to embark 
on board the Grenada tranfport before 12 
o’clock ; and to take upon me the direétion of 
a detachment of the hofpital ftaff, appoint- 
ed to attend a divifion of the army, which 
was to fail that afternoon, on fecret fervice, 


Being advifed to take with meas little bag _ 
gare as poflible, and aflured that I might expect 
foon to return, in order to proceed with Gene- 
ral Whyte, to St. Domingo, I made up a fol- 
dier’s kit of apparel, and left all my heavier 
packages, under the care of my late comrades, 
in the Lord Sheffield, 


The Grenada is a very fine veffel, and 
fails remarkably well. Like the Lord Sheffield, 
fhe is a Weft India trader, engaged as a tran 
port only for the paflage out, and as foon as 
fhe has completed her voyage is to return to 
England laden with fugar, cotton, or other 
Weft India produce. 


I thought myfelf fortunate in being ap- 
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pointed to fo good a fhip ; and, hearing that 
troops were to be thickly fowed on board the 
different veflels of the expedition, anticipated 
much of comfort upon the paflage, by obferving | 

that the Grenada was free from the crowd Ihad 
-expedted to meet. But my felf-gratulations 
proved to be fomewhat premature. Upwards 
of three hundred troops arrived quickly after, 
and a fcene of crowd and confufion was in- 
troduced furpafling all that even fancy had 
created. Many of the men were intoxicated 
—mott of them were up to their knees in wa- 
ter, in the boat, and fome as wet from head to 
foot as if they had been dragged through the 
fea. In the hurry of fcrambling up the 
fhip, two of them fell overboard, and narrow- 
ly efcaped being drowned. ‘The decks foon 
became fo crowded, as to render it impoflible 
to pafs, and amidft the throng of living ftow- 
age a further inconvenience was produced from 
the hatch-ways being obliged to be opened for 
the reception of cannon, ammunition, baggage, 
and other ftores, which the fhip’s company 
were hoifting in on all fides. 


Negroes, failors, foldiers, and officers all 


mingled together, in one hurried and anxious 
2 
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mafs—fome hard at work—fome curfing and 
fwearing—fome reeling in drunkennefs— 
fome fcrambling for a knapfack, ora firelock— 
fome lofing their hats—fome hoifting baggage 
up the fhip’s fide—fome jumping on board— 
fome hawling in provifions at the ftern—each 
feeking individual or general accommodation 
—and all adding to the common confufion. 


In the afternoon we were vifited by the 
General, who came on board, to fee if every 
thine was embarked ready for failing in the 
evening: but the time required for getting in the 
guns and other heavy ftores, and the numerous 
impediments occurring from. fuch multitudes 
of perfons crowding on board at the fame 
moment, rendered this altogether impoifible— 
however, by the great exertions which were 
made, we were able to get under weigh at an 
early, hour the following morning. 


The Lieutenant-Colonel commanding the 
regiment, the commanding officer of artillery, 
and myfelf, are the only officers who have the | 
accommodation of feparate births: all the 
others are obliged to be crowded together with- 
out beds, or mattrefles, upon the naked decks of 
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the cabins, and even there, they are compelled 
to clofe-ftowage to make room for them all, 


On the upper deck the foldiers are ftill 
more thickly fpread, they lie down without 
any other covering than their clothes of the 
day, ufing the arm, or the knapfack as a pil- 
low : and fo well do they ftow that not a foot 
can find place between them. Happily the 
wind is very favorable, and we are led to be- 
lieve that wherefoever we are bound the voy- 
age will not be long. Having the fteady 
breeze of the trades on her quarter, the thip 
is worked almoft wholly by the helm, and we 
feldom require to fhift the fails—occafional 
bracing being all that is neceflary. Had the 
weather been bad and the wind againft us, you 
- will readily imagine the ftate we muft have 
been in, with fuch a body of men, fick, and ill, 
and crowded in every quarter of the fhip. 
Even as it is we have much difficulty in keep- 
ing them fufficiently clean to preferve them 
in health. They he down in their clothes at 
night, where they have been ftanding or {it- 
ting the whole of the day, and from making 
the deck at once their fitting bench, their din- 
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mer board, and their bed, all about them 
foon grows filthy and offenfive: pieces of 
broken food—floppings of broth, or grog, bits 
of meat, old bones, crumbs of bifcuit, and 
various other kinds of filth collect under them, 
and about their clothing; and, from the great 
heat of climate, and ftill more unpleafant heat 
of crowd, this dirty commixture foon becomes 
four and ‘fetid; and would, in a fhort time, 
generate difeafe, were not fome rigid rules of 
cleanlinefs ftriGly enforced. 


Befides thofe who fleep upon the open 
deck above, there is another crowd in a more 
confined fituation between decks. Obferving 
this place to be very clofe, and not fufficiently 
ventilated, I have recommended that the men 
fhould be divided into three watches, and that 
two of the three divifions fhould be kept con- 
flantly upon the open deck, relieving thofe 
below every four hours. Likewife as a fur- 
ther means of prevention I have advifed that 
all the men fhould bathe every morning, while 
the decks are thoroughly wathed and cleaned. 
Fortunately I am fupported in this by the 
approbation of Colonel Tilfon, who is exceed- 
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ingly zealous to do every thing that can pre- 
ferve the health of the foldiers, and has iflued 
his orders accordingly. : 


We have contrived a method whereby 
the bathing is effected with lefs trouble than 
was at firfi apprehended. ‘The men are regu- 
larly aflembled by companies upon the quarter 
deck, at an early hour of the morning, and 
_ there undrefling, two at a time, they go down 
“to the waift of the fhip, and remain at the 
bottom of the ftep leading from the quarter 
deck, until two or three buckets of water have 
been dafhed upon them by fome of their com- 
rades flanding diredtly above them upon the 
edge of the quarter deck, others being flationed 
at the fides to draw up water for the purpofe. 
After being thus wafhed, they move on to the 
forecaftle to drefs themfelves, others follow- 
‘ing in fucceffion until the whole are bathed. . 


We find fome difficulty in eftablifhing 
this practice, but I hope in a few days to fee 
it brought to the regularity of a military move- 
ment : the benefit of it is not confined fimply 
to cleanlinefs of perfon, for while the bathing 
is going on, the decks, where the men fleep, 
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are thoroughly fwept and wathed, and it is 
matter of furprize to us to fee the prodigious 
quantity of dirt, of remnants of food, and 
various other fpecies of filth which colle& | 
within four-and-twenty hours, — Its utility is 
alfo further extended, in the general move- 
ment if creates, and the refrefhing coolnefs it 
brings to every oneon board. Were the voy- 
age to be long, our experience of the few paft 
days feems to allure us that this daily wafhing 
would not merely be our beft, but, perhaps, 
our only prefervative from ficknefs. 


The expedition confifts of about thirteen 
hundred men of the 3oth, 93d, and goth 
regiments commanded by Lieutenant Colonels 
Tilfon, Hiflop and Gammell, and a party of 
artillery, under command of Captain Bagot. 
The fquadron of the fleet employed with us 
is commanded by Commodore Parr, and con- 
fifts of the Malabar of 50 guns, La Pique, Le 
Babet, and the Undaunted frigates—to which 
are added, the Grenada armed tranfport, with 
feveral floops, and {chooners. 


At the time we were failing from Carlifle - 
bay on the morning of the 15th, an alarm 
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‘was fired, and the fignal hoifted, denoting the 
approach of a ficet; but it was too diftant, 
and the weather too hazy for us to afcertain 
diftin@ly what fleet it was—perhaps the long 
expected convoy; or poffibly only another 
fevered divifion of it. Even fhould it prove 
to have been the body of the fleet, bringing in 
the great bulk of the armament, it fill is an 
extraordinary inftance of delay, from adverfe 
weather, that aconvoy which failed from Spit- 
head early in November, fhould only have 
reached Barbadoes on the 15th of April fol- 
lowing, and it muft fland as a ftriking ex- 
ample of the incalculable uncertainty of all 
maritime expeditions. © 


I muft not forget to note to you that I: 
am now addreffing you from the oppofite fide 
of the fun. This day in latitude g° 27° we 
pafled immediately under that burning orb, 
receiving his perpendicular rays dire@tly upon 
our heads. I have nothing further to tell you 
on this occafion. His fouthern face feems 
neither hotter, nor colder, brighter nor darker, 
than his northern. The only friking pecu- 
liarity arifes from the novelty of looking to 
the north at noon, to take our meridian, and 
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habit will be required to reconcile this feeming 
inconfiftency. While you at mid-day look 
fouth for the fun, I fhall look north, and al- 
though our noon will be different, this circum- 
{tance will often mentally place me with you. 
The effect, I would flatter myfelf, will be re- 
ciprocal, and, attracted by his oppofite fides, 
the cheering fun will be the medium of fre- 
quently affociating us in warm and mutual 


fympathy. 
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LETTER IX. 
Deftination of the expedition. Ships come to anchor in fhallow 
and muddy water. Tops of trees appear, but no land in 
Sight. Common marks of land on approaching. the fore. 
Author continues to make notes for his friend, without know 
ing when he may be able to fend them. Troops prepare to 
difembark. eo 


At Sea, re 20, 


oes defination is no longer a fecret! The 
Captain went yefterday on board the Commo- 
dore, and received his inftru@tions—when the 
Dutch colonies upon;the coaft of Guiana were 
avowed to be the object of our expedition. 


In the evening we came into thick and 
muddy water indicating our approach to the 
fhore ;. but nothing of land could be, perceived 
even from the top-gallant-matt head. . ‘This 
‘morning the fea was {till more muddy, of a 
yellowifh colour, and, comparatively, very 
fhallow. Land was-unquettionably near, but, 
dtl, not vifible.. In the-courfe of the day 
.trees were feen from the maft head, and we 
peame to anchor only afew leagues from them 
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but, even yet, without being able to fee the land. 
It is common to defcry a peculiar ftreak 
at the horizon, or a kind of line, or fixed 
point in the clotids, denoting the land which 
a veflel approaches, long before it reaches the 
coaft; but, here, we are in thick muddy 
‘water, near the fhore, and with trees in view, 
without being able to diftinguifh any other 
mark of the territory before us. It feems to 
be a peculiar fhore, the water being very thick | 
and fhallow at a great diftance from the land. 


My pen is continued to your idea, with- 
out knowing when I may be able to fend you 
my letters; but I like to think toward you, 
and to addrefs you, amidft all the variety of 
{cenes as they pafs before me. : 


The prefent would appear to be an im- 
portant moment. Orders are iffued for three 
days’ provifions to be cooked, and for the 
troops to hold themfelves in readinefs for im- 
mediate debarkation: They have, confequent- 
ly, been paraded this evening upon deck; 
their arms and accoutrements cleaned and 
infpected ; and all put in a ftate for aGion. 
‘The foldiers are forewarned in general orders 
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that ail irregular conduét, towards the inhabi- 
tants on landing, will fubject them to certain 
punifhment and difgrace; and plunder is pro= 
hibited on pain of death. The field- -artillery, 
with carriages, {ponges, ammunition, and all 
the neceflary apparatus have been put into 
boats this evening from our fhip, preparatory 
to being conveyed on fhore with the troops 
in the morning, and after a day of great hurry 
and labour all is, now, quite in readinefs for 


leaving the vellel. 


‘Orders are iffued coticetning the plan of 
attack by the troops, and the ftation to be 
taken by the different thips; and all feems to 
imply a bufy morrow, but, as mine will not 
be the moft prominent poft of danger; I fhall 
hope’ to note to you the detail of our proceed- 
ings in a future letter. At prefent, I feek my 
birth, cordially bidding you ...., good night ! 
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LE ‘TT ER: Xs 


Auiher again upon terra firma. Capture of the united 

~~ colony of Efequibo and Demarara. An accident occurs 
during the night. Troops fent on foore in {mall veffels. 
Te fa ie. Sonst mes rae ahi at 
the mouth of the river Demarara.~ Flag of truce returns, 
and is difpatched again on’ fore. Capitulation — of 
Fort William Fredervis. Soldiers fall fick on the paffage. ~ 
Effect produced on the fick by the idea of going into a€tion. 
Landing in Demarara. * Appeararice of the town of Sta- 
broek, and of the country. Hofpitality of an Englifp fettler. 
Author proceeds upon duty, Hoertune throws him into good 
quarters, “without a billet. Surgeon Carrol attacked with 
an alarming malady. ! | 


Stabroek, April 23. 


‘[ouave again the pleafure. of addrefling you 
upon terra firma, and wf telling you that the 
“united colony of Effequibo. and. Demarara is 
ours. All’ being in readinefs. for landing on 
the morning of the 21ft, the troops were 
ordered to proceed on fhore, with the earlieft 
tide, andthe frigates, with the Grenada, and the 
flave fhip, were directed to take their flations 
before the fort, at the entrance of the river. 


An unhappy accident had occurred, dur- 
ing the night, which might have been the 


165 


caufe of ee inconvenience, but, fortunately; 
it was foon remedied. The two long boats, 
with all the neceflary implements for working 
the guns, that were to be landed with the 
troops, broke from their lafhing, and had gone 
adrift from the fhip. You willimagine that it 
was not a late hour of the morning when the 
accident was difcovered. Men were fent out, 
immediately, in fearch of the boats, and they 
were found drifted out to fea far down to lee- 
ward, but with all the things fafe on board. 
Luckily they were brought back in time to 
accompany the troops, the tide not ferving. 
at an early hour, for attempting the aera 
barkation. 


Atlength the little feet of floops, {choon- 
ers,and other {mall veflels, calculated, as it was 
believed, for the fhallow fea they had to pafs, 
got under weigh, and ftood dire& for the 
fhore, The larger fhips were unable to ap- 
proach near enough to give any protection to 
the landing, 


The {mall light veflels into which the 
troops and ftores were removed, were fome of 
them brought with us from Barbadoes for the 
M 3 
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purpofe—and fome taken after our arrival up- 
on the coaft; but, unfortunately, it proved 
that even thefe, light as they were, drew too 
much water for this muddy fhore ; for, about — 
five o'clock, we had the mortification to learn 
that our little fleet was faft aground deep fix- 
ed in mud. Finding the fmall veflels in this 
dilemma, our fhip, together with the others 
which had failed through a very confined 
channel towards the fort, came to anchor 
near the entrance of the Demarara river, having 
the fort, alfo a Dutch frigate, and a number of 
fhipping in full view before them. 


This was a more unhappy accident than 
the breaking loofe of the boats with artillery 
ftores, and might have proved of ferious con- 
fequence, as the troops were compelled to re 
main until the next flood of tide, being equally 
unable either to reach the fhore, or to re- 
turn. 


In the events of this day we had a fur- 
ther proot of the extreme uncertainty of mili- 
tary operations, more particularly when con- 
nected with, or dependent upon’ maritime 
movements. In the morning we had every. 
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profpect of feeing the troops on fhore, the fort 
taken, and the whole affair decided before we 
flept: but, inthe evening, chagrin and difap- 
pointment, only, were our lot : the great ex- 
pectations of the day having ended in bring- 
ing fome of the fhips to an anchor off the 
mouth of the river, and placing the troops in 
an unhappy dilemma, from which it was out 
of the power of man to extricate them, until 
the unerring operations of nature fhould fend 
back the waters of the ocean to their relief, 


The fhips were anchored fo near the river 
as to prevent the efcape of any of the enemy’s 
veflels, and the troops on board were ordered 
to lie on their arms, upon deck, during the 
night, to prevent a furprize; and to be in readi- 
nefs to ac againft the fort, at any hour they 
might be called upon, 


At eight o’clock in the morning the flag 
of truce which had been fent off to the fort re- 
turned. Due fecrecy was of courfe obferved 
regarding the reply: and prefently the boat 
was again difpatched to the fort: but as the 
little {chooner fleet was ordered to return to 
the fhips, at the flood of tide, inftead of pro- 
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ceeding to land the troops; and as no orders. 
were given to advance to the attack of the 
fort, it was prefumed that the anfwer had not 
been hoftile. 


Between ro and 11 o'clock the flag 
ef truce again returned, and it was then 
announced that the capitulation was accept- 
ed, and that the fort was immediately to fur- 
render to our troops. A party was according- 
ly detached, to take pofleflion of a poft agreed. 
upon, and the whole garrifon was to march 
out at 4 o'clock. Confequently by evening 
we found ourfelves fully eftablifhed in Fort 
William Frederic, the ftrongeft, and indeed 
the only defence of the colony. 


Notwithfianding our f{triG obfervance of 
cleanlinefs, and all our care to prevent dif- 
feafe, I am forry to remark, that numbers of 
the foldiers. fell fick on the paflage: but in 
mentioning this [ ought to obferve that the 
goth and goth regiments were moftly 
compofed of draughts from various other 
young regiments, confifting principally of old 
men, and unfeafoned boys, who had been col- 
leted together, not according to the beft regu- 
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lations of the recruiting fervice ; and allo, that. 
multitudes of them had been fick on the paf= 
faze from Cork to Barbadoes, confequently 
many (of thofe nowill) are only fuffering from 
a relapfe of former difeafe. 


. It is worthy of remark that, although 
upon the paflage, not a morning had pailed , 
without a confiderable number being reported | 
for the fick-lift, we had not one new patient 
the day it was intended to make the landing; 
but, on the contrary, the lift of the preceding | 
day was diminifhed. The fpirit of attack | 
feemed to operate as aipecific remedy. Many 
actually recovered, and were allowed to join 
their companies. Others ftole off, without re- 
porting themfelves, fearful the doors fhould 
not allow that they were well enough to be re- | 
ported efficient: and others, far too weak to 
bear arms, feebly crawled from under the 
_ awning of the quarter-deck, which had. been 
converted into a fick ward for their accommo- 
dation, and begged of me to permit them to 
go on fhore to join their comrades in the battle. 
The idea of going into action proved a more 
—falutary ftimulus than could be found in the 
whole of the London or Edinburgh Pharma- 
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copecia ; and, firange to add, the found of the 
deftructive cannon promifed to be a more 
healing balm, then the mildeft emollient pre- 
f{cribed by the doctor. 


In adverting to the country, from whence 
I addrefs you, I may remark that circum- 
flances attended our landing, which were not 
the moft calculated to create a favorable im- 
preflion of the colony. ‘The morning had 
been clouded, and, it becoming wet, we were 
completely drenched with rain in the boats, 
and then fet on fhore in the midft of a heavy 
fhower. From the landing-place we had 
nearly a mile to walk tothe.town; and fuch a 
_walk, perhaps, could not have been found inany 
other country—Holland excepted. From the 
nature of the road-it was almoft impoffible to 
maintain ourfelves upon our feet for a fingle 
ftep. Fatigued by heat, we had to drag along 
in the rain, either ancle-deep in mud, or flip- 
ping and fliding about upon a wet furface of 
clay. 


We arrived at the town in a fadly 
drenched and befpattered condition ; but here 
we found our feet relieved by ftepping ona 
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narrow caufeway, paved with {mall bricks put 
edgewife into the ground. ‘This was a glad 
change to our trembling limbs, and now, from 
requiring lefs heed to our fteps, and the rain | 
ceafing, we had an opportunity of looking 
round us to obferve the general appearance of 
the town andthe country. Icould have fan- 
cied myfelfin Holland. The land appeared as 
one wide flat interfe€ted with dykes and canals: 
~-the roads mere banks of mud and clay, 
thrown from the ditches at their fides—and the 
houfes bedaubed and painted in tawdry colors, 
like Dutch toys, giving the whole a ftriking 
yefemblance to the mother country. 


» The town is fimply two long rows of 
houfes, built very diftant from each other, with 
a wide green in the middle, by way of ftreet. 
It is more than a mile in length, running in a 
line from the river back to the foreft—the 
moft inconvenient form perhaps that conld 
have been contrived, as it throws moft of the 
houfes far away from the river, and deprives 
them ofthe great advantages, for trade, which 
they might have had by erecting the houfes 
parallel with the courfe of the water. To 
remedy this detect canals and ditches have 
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been cut, at the backs of the houfes, which are 
perhaps the worft poffible neighbours the in- 
habitants could have near them, for be- 
ing filled with mud, and all the filthy drain- 
ings of the town, and only partially emptied 
by the reflux of the tide, they become highly 
offenfive, and tend to generate difeafe. The 
caufeway of bricks is continued throughout 
the whole length of the town; but the car- 
tiage way, like the road we travelled from the — 
fort, is of mere clay and mud. 


We could not difcover any place bearing 
the appearance of an inn or hotel, but, two 
other officers and myfelf had the good fortune 
to meet an Englifh fettler, in the ftreet, who > 
very kindly condudted us to his houfe, and, 
with great hofpitality, not only provided us 
with the means of drying our. clothes, and 
cleaning our perfons, but, alfo, fet before us 
fome fine Dutch herrings, with wine, punch, 
and other refrefhments. 


After waiting upon the General, at the 
government houfe, I loft no time in proceed- | 
ing upon duty; and, without delay, went out | 
in fearch of fome building to convert into an 
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hofpital, or place of accommodation for our fick. 
This would have led to a new journey, by 
way of the wet and flippery road, to the 
fort ; but, among the happy events of the day, | 
fortune threw mein the path of another gen- 
tleman refiding in the town, who, upon ob- 
ferving me fcrambling through the mud. and | 
clay, infifted upon my taking his boat and 
flaves to convey me to the fort, by way of 
the river, afluring me that to walk it might 
be a dangerous excefs of fatigue; and, fur- 
ther, directing his negroes to wait, and bring 
me back, to his houfe, to dinner. _ Perhaps 
I was little inclined to refufe, but it had 
been difficult to refift the prefiing . civility 
with which the accommodation was ‘of- 
‘fered, accordingly I accepted the boat, and, 
afterwards, returned and ate of boiled fowl, 
-andaroafted kid. During dinner the friendly 
invitation was extended to a requeft, almoft 
amounting to a demand, from both the gen- 
tleman and lady of the table, that I would 
make that houfe my home fo long as the fer- 
vice fhould require. my continuance at Sta- 
broek. ‘Thus has fortune, at once, eftablithed 
me in good quarters in the enemy’s country, 
/ 
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withotit a billet, and even without the trouble 
of fecking them. 


Poor Carrol the furgedn, who accom- 
panied our ftaff, having been directed to pro- 
ceed with the troops, who were to have landed 
previous to the furrender of the fort, is, un- 
happily, a fevere fufferer from long expofure to 
heat in the boat. After being away upwards 
of thirty hours he returned to the Grenada, 
with a very alarming attack cf hemate- 
mefis*, He left us yefterday morning’ in 
ftrong and florid health, and is, to-day, 
brought back with a death-like pallor of coun- 
tenance, and in a flate of almoft inconceivable 
debility and exhauftion. A vellel having rup- 
tured in the fLomach he vomits up pure blood 
in furprifing quantities. 


With a faint and languid, but moft pe- 
netrating look, he caft his eye up to me, and in 
a faultering voice exprefled himfelf con{cious of 
the very imminent peril of his fituation, affur- 
ing me that he was well aware how few hours 
he had to live, and requefting me to take his 


* Vomiting of blood. 
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‘pocket-book and money into my poffeffion, 
and to fee that his property was difpofed of, 
after his death, as he had direfted. Never 
perhaps was witnefled a more interefting, or 
more afflicting {cene! You will form to your- 
felf the beft reprefentation of it by placing 
before your imagination a dead corpfe, and 
_‘fancying its pale lips to move, while its funk 
Hattened eye turns, feebly, towards you. — 


But I do not wholly defpair of his re- 
covery. Being now placed in an eafy and 
fettled pofition, with the fhip quietly at an- 
chor, [ am not without the hope that the 
bleeding and vomiting may ceafe, in which 
cafe he might probably be recovered from the 
extreme debility occafioned by the great quan- 
tity of blood already loft. 
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LETVER: 2Xi 


(A detachment of the expedition proceeds.to Berbifche. Scarcity 

of frefh provifions. Author foreftals the market. Purchafes 
a bafket of pines. ConduG of the Captain of a French pri- 
vateer—of another republican citizen. Healihy appearance 
of the colonifis. Demarara not lefs falubrious than the 
iflands. Country fiat, and like Holland.  Auther vifits a 

--coffee plantation. Alluring graves and avenues of fruit 
trees. Author feverely attacked by their keepers. Welcomed 
by a hind nymph of the grove, and prefented with the gar- 

_den’s golden fruit. Meets a flave with a load of oranges. 
Obtains leave from Mynbheer Meertens to gather fruit for the 
fick foldiers. Events favorable to the gratification of Eu- 
ropean curiofity. A fale of flaves. Parties of Indians. 
Author has a flave placed at bis elbow during dinner. Is 
complimented with one at his bedchamber door. Commence= 
ment of the wet feajon. Weflern hofpitality not confined to 
Barbadoes. Author folicited to purchafe a female flave. 
Remarks of a lady, on hearing the cries of a flave under 
punifbment. Prize money. 


Demarara, April 28. 


Five fecure pofleflion of the colony of 
Effequibo and Demarara, a divifion of our 
armament has been detached to the attack of 
the adjoining fettlement of Berbifche, which 
feparates us from Surinam. 
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The whole of the coaft not being yet 
cleared of its wild woods, no regular road is 
eftablifhed between the two colonies, aithough 
Demarara and Berbifche lie contiguous to each 
other ; and hence this, like moft of our ex- 
peditions, is expofed to all the uncertainties of 
the wind and the ocean. ‘The troops were 
embarked on board fmall floops and {chooners, 
calculated for the fhallow waters of this muddy 
coait ; and it is expected that they will reach 
Berbifche to-morrow evening, or the follow- 
ing morning, the diftance between the two 
great rivers, which give names to the colo- 
nies, being but little more than twenty 


leagues. 


We are taught that it will not be poffible 
to procure frefh animal provifions in thefe 
colonies, in the quantity neceflary for the 
army: but it is fuggefted that we may obtain 
a fupply from the Spaniards, who have great 
numbers of wild cattle, in the ifland of Tri- 
nidad, and upon the neighbouring coaft of 
Oronoko. Vegetables and fruits we find, 
here, in great plenty. The market, as at Bar- 
-badoes, is held on Sunday, and is fupplied 
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by means of what the negroes either grow, 
or fteal. 


_ Being ‘anxious to provide for the fick, 
in the beft way our fupply would admit, I 
became, on Sunday laft, quite a foreftaller of 
the market. Taking with me a party of 
flaves, and of orderlies from the‘hofpital, we 
went, at an early hour, to the {pot where the 
negroes ufually afflemble with their loads; and 
finding that very few had arrived, we aadkedl 
out to the different roads, leading to the town, 
and, there, made our purchafes in the grofs, 
as we chanced to meet the fupplies on their 
way to the market. 


I know not whether you will hold this 
foreftalling and monopoly to be juftifiable ; 
but I felt it confiftent with my duty to the 
fick; and if any of thofe who were well ex-_ 
perienced a difappointment at the market, in 
confequence of it, my confolation was, that 
they would be much better able to fupply 
themfelves, by other means, than the poor 
fuffering objects for whom I had to pro- 
vides 
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Perhaps it is profeffional, but it has ever 
been a principle, with me, to exert my firft 
care for thofe who are in ficknefs, confcious 
that thofe in health will fuffer lefs from oc- 
¢afional deficiency: and the gratification I 
experience in feeing the poor objects, who are 
looking up to me, well fupplied and content- 
ed, reconciles all difficulties, while it affures 
me that the maxim is correé. 


- Not having frefh animal provifions, an 
‘ample fupply of vegetables is, abfolutely, ne- 
eellary to diminith the faltaefs of the broths, 
and mefles, which we are compelled to pre- 
pare, from barrelled beef and pork, for the 
fick. Had my purchafe, therefore, engroffed 
every yam and: potatoe of the market, feel- 
ings of humanity, no lefs than imperious ne- 
eeffity, would have fanGtioned the monoply. 


It will, perhaps, furprize you to learn 
that, among our marketings, I purchafed a 
large hamper of pines, nearly as heavy as 
a negro could carry, for, only, the fmall fum 
of three bits. On counting them over, I 
found that “I had feventeen fine large pines 
for only fifteen-pence, being fomewhat lefs 
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than apenny each. [thought to London ! and 
wifhed I could fend you a waggon-load. 


I muft not omit telling you that, 
among the veflels lying in the river at the 
time of our approach, was.a French privateer, 
commanded by a furious revolutionary citizen 
of the great Republic—fans-cullottes de la pre- 
miere clafé—who, in all the rage of wild de- 
mocracy, refolved not to ftrike his flag to the 
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“ Tyrant-Engh/b VY? Seeing no poflibility of © 
failing from the harbour, without being taken, — 


he ran his veffel as far as poflible up the 


river, and, there, funk her. One of our © 
{chooners being fent in purfuit of her, found — 
the veffel, with only her mafts above water ; © 
the crew having gone on fhore, in the boat, — 
to feek their efcape, through the wild woods, © 
leaving a moft infolent and abufive letter in a 


bottle, tied to the maft-head. This fpecimen 


of gafconade, and republican {currility, be- 
dinf—I rafcals,” and, being © 


gan ‘* You d 
continued in low and vulgar abufe, went on 
to affure us that, on our return to the iflands, 
the brave Victor Hugues would “ teach us the 
valour of ¢rve republicans.” | 


Pe 
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We are not without the hope of being 
able to raife the privateer, and make her ufeful ; 
and it is extremely doubtful whether her defpe- 
rate citizen-commander may find it poflible to 
traverfe the woods to any place of fecurity. It 
feems far more probable that he may be com- 
pelled to take fhelter in fome remote part, either 
of the colony of Demarara, or Berbifche ; and 
that it may, yet, be his fortune to feek the 
clemency of thofe whom his folly and temerity 
have led him fo grofsly, and unjuftly, to revile*, 


In the town of Stabroek, likewife, we 
found another viclent republican, whofe rath 
_and revolutionary zeal outran all the bounds 
of difcretion, ‘This was a citizen who for- 
merly held a kind of tavern, or public houfe, 
‘in Stabroek: and although he was, entirely, 
in our power, policy did not lead this-man to 
the concealment, nor even the moderate ex- 
preffion of his mifchievous fentiments. He 
not only avowed, but fought to inculcate 
the moft violent and revolutionary princi- 
ples; and although he had much caufe of 
diftrefs, from domeftic affliction, he could not — 


* He fell into difeafe, and died before he reached the 
colony of Surinam, | 
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refit the pleafure of grofsly abufing the 


“ Englifh ariftocrats, and indulging in loud | 


political declamation! His wife had died the 
very evening the Dutch garrifon furrendered, 
but the colony becoming fubiee to the “ mo- 
narchical Englifb,’ was deeper grief to this 
modern-fecling-—this. high-patriot -republican, 
than the lofs of his better-felf! Next morning 


the corpfe of his deceafed wife was carried: 
to a fhort diftance out of thetown, and this citi--— 


zen leveller, without prayer or lamentation, 
committed the body of his late partner ‘“ to 
...... the crabs.” Religion, and even its 
forms feem to be, here, difpenfed with, for 


they have neither a place of worfhip, nor of ; 


interment. Citizen M— followed his poor 
unlamented wife to the fields, and there con- 
figned her to a hole in the earth, uttering his 
erieflin loud curles-apainit\s - 04 2... 3. the 
ariftocrats!- 


A few days fince I had an opportunity 
of dining in company with feveral of the 
planters of this colony, who have eftates upon 
the fea-coaft; and I could not but remark a 
firiking. difference between thefe gentlemen, 
and thofe who, conftantly, refide in Stabroek, 
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or in Bridge-town ; compared to whom they 
would feem the more robuft inhabitants of a 
temperate climate, Both. in countenance and | 
in general ftamina, they are very unlike the | 
fallow cachectic-looking fubje&ts of the towns. 
To find any of the colonifts of fo ftrong and 
healthy appearance, was matter of gratification 
to me, having been impreffed with a contrary 
expectation, from the very difcouraging re- 
ports I had heard regarding thefe fettlements. 


From all that [had colle@ed upon the 
fubjeQt, Thad underftood it to be a very gene- 
rally received opinion at Barbadoes, and the 
neighbouring iflands, that the climate upon the 
coaft of Guiana was, fingularly, unhealthy : 
but the appearance of the gentlemen alluded 
to is fufficient to refcue it froma prejudice 
fo unwarranted. Judging, indeed, from what 
I have’ yet feen, there feems no caufe to be- 
lieve that the air of this coaft is fraught with 
any thing of peculiar infalubrity ; or that it 
is, in any degree, more noxious than the atmo- 


{phere of the iflands. 


An opportunity has, alfo, occurred to me 
of viewing the general face of the colony, by 
m4 
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making a ride of fome miles into the country, — 
in an open carriage; but, without attempting » 


to give you a more minute defcription, at pre- 
fent, I may, fimply, confirm the remark I made 
at our firft coming on fhore—that the whole 
of the land is one wide-extended plain, thickly 
covered with cotton-bufhes, and every where 
interiected, with ditches and canals, like the 
low territory of Holland. 


I have, likewife, made a vifit of curiofity 


to a coffee plantation, near the town, where ~ 


I faw an extenfive difplay of the riches and 


luxuriancy of the foil of Guiana. ‘This eftate. 


‘differs from the wide fields upon the coaft, 
only in being a flat furface of coffee, inftead of 
cotton; but it is rendered rich and inviting, 
from being traverfed with green walks, fhaded 
with fine rows of trees, whofe loaded branches 
bend under the various {pecies of tropical 
fruits, ferving, at the fame time, to delight the 
eye, regale the olfactories, and refrefh the 
palate. A pleafant path, more than a mile in 
length, and of fufficient width for carriages, 
leads down the middle of the eftate, the fides 
being decorated with mangoes, oranges, ava- 
gata pears, and many other kinds of fruit. 
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Croffing this walk, near the centre, is a 
thick grove of many hundreds of orange trees, 
‘clad in all the variety of umbrageous foliage, 
fragrant bloffloms, unripe green and ripe 


golden fruit. 


In the genial climate of Europe, under 
the mild fun and foft breezes of England, 
how delightful would be fields or gardens 
thus planted, and how gratefully—how ex- 
quifitely enjoyed! But, here, under the 
{corchings of a torrid fun, while the eye, 
and the olfa@tories, and the palate are re- 
galed, the tortured fenfe of feeling precludes 
every poflibility of enjoyment. If expofed to 
the open fun, the excefs of heat produces in- 
fupportable languor and fatigue—and if you 
feek the protecting fhade of the fruit trees, you 
are, there, tormented with the fharp bitings of 
myriads of mufquitoes. 


Invited by the grateful odour, and think- 
ing to enjoy the cool. fhade, Ileft the broad 
and heated path, to ramble in the {weet ave- 
nues of the orange grove, but ere my foot 
had traced its fecond ftep in the cool grafs, 
I was befet by the thoufand flings of hoftile 
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keepers, fearcely lefs fierce or lefs watchful, 
than the fleeplefs guardian of the delicious 
fruits of the Hefperides ; and, it requiring more 
than the power of Hercules to fubdue them, I 


foon difcovered that ge beft remedy was a 


_hatty retreat. 


In my efcape experienced more courte- 
ous fare; for, upon turning from the grove, 
a gentle nymph, who had efpied me from: the 
manfion, approached, in graceful ftep, to bid 
me welcome; nor did fhe withhold, like the 
Hefperian maids, the garden’s golden prce= 
duce; but, kindly, prefented me with its 
{weeteft, choiceft fruits. .In plain terms a very 
fine mulatto woman of the houfe, feeing me 
walking, and obferving me to be a ftranger, 
came out, with a plate of the fweetett oranges 
of the grove, and, inviting me to eat, with 
much gracefulnefs and urbanity, kindly bade 
me welcome. 


Prefently afterwards I met a robuft negro 
carrying a heavy bafket of fruit upon his 


. 2 , ne : 4 ‘ 
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head, and afking him how they difpofed of — 


the immenfe numbers of oranges: growing 
upon the eftate, he replied “ gib ’em to de 
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neighbours, Mafia.” My mind, again, hurried 
to my friends in England, and i withed Pcould 
convey to you a dozen chefts as frefh, and as 
fragrant as they were, then, before my eye. 
Although in this with I could not hope to be 
gratified, it occurred to me, that to many of 
my countrymen, not fo far diftant, they might 
prove highly grateful and refrething; therefore, 
availing myfelf of the information, I wrote to 
Mynheer Meertens—the attorney of the eftate, 
and have obtained permiffion to gather baf- 
kets of oranges for the fick foldiers, whenever 
I pleate. To have had this the refult of my 
walk, I could have extended it to the extrem- 
eft depth of the grove, although the fangui- 
nary muiquitoes had intoxicated themfelves 
with deep draughts from my veins. 


- 1 fhould:feehit an unworthy omiffion not 
to give you a copy of Mynheer Meerten’s 
obliging note tothe manager, after reading my 
requefi. It was as follows: * Monfr. Keller, 
a habitation Vleffingen aura la bonté de pro- 
curer, de-'tems en tems, pour les militaires qui 
font malades, les fruits tels qwils s’y trouvent. 
fl obligera, fon trés humble ferviteur. 

| A. MEERTENS,” 
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During the few days, fince our arrival 
here, events and circumftances have occurred, 
as if they had been planned for the gratifica-. 
tion of our curiofity, or defigned exprefsly to 
place before us what was likely to be moft 
ftriking to Europeans. 


Already have we witneffed the humilia- 
ting, but very interefting fight of a cargo of fe- 
veral hundreds of human fubje&ts_ being land- 
ed from a flave-fhip, and expofed to public 
fale; and on the other hand, naked beings, 
who range in the utmoft freedom of human 
nature, have prefented themfelves in crowds to 
our obfervation—parties of copper-coloured 
Indians, from the wild woods, having come 
down the river in their canoes to vifit the 
town. Ithas alfo chanced to, occur to me to 
be addreffed by an unhappy flave, ftrongly en- 
treating me to purchafe her from her matter ; 
and I have further witnefled with furprife, the 
more than apathy, perhaps I might fay, the 
exultation of a white lady, on hearing the cries 
of anegro fuffering under the whip. Like- 
wife the honor has been done me of having 
a young flave placed by my elbow at dinner 
time, with a fragrant bough to defend me from 
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the flies ; and I have been complimented with a 
negro to fleep at my bed-room door, in order 
to be in readinefs—in cafeI fhould require him 
to beat off the mufquitoes, or to bring me any 
thing in the night. 


It proves that we are here juftin time to 
witnefs the fetting in of the rainy feafon ; it hav- 
ing announced itfelf by the falling of heavy 
fhowers almoft every morning {ince our land- 
ing: and, amidft all the other delights and 
-. novelties of this moment, I muft not forget 
to note, to you, that I now experience the 
fiery fenfation of having my whole {kin thick- 
ly befet with prickly heat. | 


We find that the Weftern code of hofpi- 
tality, fo prominent at Barbadoes, is not con- 
fined to that ifland. It extends equally to 
the coaft of South America. The planters, 
whom I have had the pleafure to meet at 
Stabroek, have invited me, in the moft cordial 
manner, to their feveral homes, offering me 
every accommodation at their plantations in 
the country, whenever I may find time to 
vifit them. 


Igo 


Inclination ftrongly impels me to avail 
myfelf of fo pleafant a method of feeing, and 
acquiring a knowledge of the colony ; but, at 
prefent, the calls of duty are too urgent to al- 
low the abfence of a fingle day; and as itis 
intended that I fhall return with the General, 
to head quarters, in order to proceed to St. 
Domingo, I fhall probably have to lament the 
impoffibility of embracing the occafion offered 
to me of better knowing Demarara, and its hof- 


| pitable inhabitants: 


I fhould tell you that the poor unhappy 
flave, who. came to me to entreat, that I would 
purchafe her, was avery decent young wo- 
man, here termed a “ houfe-wench *.” The 
hardfhips and ill treatment fhe had fuffered, 
had created, fhe faid, fach an entire diflike to 
her prefent home, that if Me could find no 
“ good Maffa’” who would buy her, fhe had re- 
folved to try and efcape from her mifery by 
running away. ‘The poor creature fhuddered 
as fhe mentioned this expedient, fenfible that 
if fhe fhould be retaken, her fufferings, great 
as they were, would be fadly multiplied. Still 
fhe declared fhe was firmly refolved to hazard 


* A domettic flave--not fent to work in the fields. 
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~ 


_ the attempt, rather than continue her prefent 


wretched life, hopelefs of relief. 


She wept as fhe fpake, and the heavy 


| tear {welled on her ebon cheek as fhe related 


the feverities to which fhe had been fubjeGted. 


_ Her tale was at once interefting and diftrefl- 


ful. It needed not the aid of eloquence to 
_ move compaffion. The fimple narration of 
_ the hardthips impofed, and the punifhment in- 


| ficted for only trivial faults, inflantly reached 


the feelings, and in ftrong appeal begat a new 


| regret that whole hofts of human creatures, 
for the of lucre a few of their fellow- beings, 
differing only in the colour of their: tkin, 
| fhould be degraded to a fituation, which not 
_ only deprives them of the command of their 


perfons, but, allo, robs them of all the powers of 


will. 


Divefted of every right, a flave has no 


_ redrefs,—not even againit the bittereft wrongs : 
_ however opprefled—however injured he has 
_ no refource—no means of relief! Not having 


| 


the power of changing his home, he has no | 


_efcape from ill ufage or cruelty; but is con- 


8 


192 


demned to travel the long journey of life in 
hopelefs difcontent. 


The corporal punifhment of flaves is fo 
frequent, that inftead of exciting the repug- 
nant fenfations, felt by Europeans on firft 
witnefling it, fearcely does it produce, in the 
breafts of thofe long accuftomed to the Weft 
Indies, even the flighteft feeling of compaffion. 
The lady Ihaveabove alluded to appears of good 
natural difpofition, and in no degree difpofed 
to general cruelty; but the frequency of the 


fight has rendered her callous to its common | 
influence upon the feelings. Being one morn- © 


ingat her houfe, while fitting in converfation, 


we fuddenly heard the loud cries of a negro © 


fuffering under the whip. Mrs. —— expreiled 
furprize on obferving me fhudder at his 
fhrieks, and you will believe that I was in ut- 


ter aftonifhment to find her treat his fufferings — 
as matter of amufement. It proved that the — 


punifhment proceeded from the arm of the 
lady’s hufband, and fell upon one of her own 


{ 


flaves ; and, can you believe that on learning ~ 


this, fhe exclaimed with a broad {mile, “ Aha ! 
it will do him good ! a little wholefome flagel- 
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lation will refreth him.—tIt will fober him.—Tt 


will open his fkin, and make him alert. If 
Y— was to give it them all, it would be of 
fervice to them !” : | 


T could not compliment the lady upon her _ 


humanity. The loud clang of the whip con- 
tinued, and the poor imploring negro as loud- 


ly cried “ Ob Maffa, Maffa—God a "mighty— 


God blefs you Maffa! I beg you pardon! Ob! 
Maffa, Ob! I beg you pardon! Ob! God 
amighty—God blefs you !—Still the whip 
founded aloud, and ftill the om, cried” ** ay 
it’s very neceflary !” 


Prefently I learned that this unfortunate 
flave was punifhed for drunkennefs, having 
become intoxicated, in confequence of his 
miftrefs treating him with money to buy 
rum. I could not but remark that in fuch cafe 
it doubly became her to petition her hufband, 
in behalf of the poor man; obferving, that at 
all events, it muft be quite ufelefs to punifh 
him, while he was in a ftate not to be fenfible 
ofthe crime. To this the tender lady replied, 
— Aye but if Y— was to fpare him till morn- 
ing he wouldn’t give it him then !” 
VOL. ‘Il, fo) 


Sac 


Slee 
Such is the effect of habit in fubduing 


even our moft amiable feelings. Could this 
lady have known how much her remarks de- 
formed her, policy had, no doubt, led to a dif- 
ferent expreffion, although humanity had not 
taught, nor habit allowed her to feel a different 
fentiment ! 


Let me afk you, my friend, what you would 
fay were you to fee me return home as rich 
as a. Welt India planter, or an Eaftern Nabob? 
Know that fanguine whifper fondly augments 
the value of our captured property to upwards 
of £200,000! What if I fhould chance to 
fhare to a weighty amount, and, in the event 
of our proceeding to new conquetts, return to 
my friends with....... a Benjamin fack! 
-We hear of various fhips, of extenfive ftores, 
of large eftates, and of whole gangs of {flaves, 
all public property, to be confifcated for the 
benefit of the captors. Knowing with what /a- 
cility prize money finds its way into the fol- 
dier’s pocket, you will {mile at the riches of 
your friend, thus acquired; and, perhaps, 
would deem it a hazardous {peculation to offer 
a £5 note for my whole fhare of profits. 
Sull, being here, in the direction of a depart- 
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ment, I am really told, that I ought to calcu- 
late upon receiving a fum by no means defpi- 
cable. My expedtations, however, do not run _ 
very high, being aware of the clofe meltings, 
which fuch kind of property ufually undergoes, 
before it becomes fufhciently refined for the 
pockets of the captors *. - ro 


* It proved that confiderable Property was actually con- 
demned and fold; but not the fmalleft dividend has yet 
been paid to thofe entitled toit. ......, January 1806. 
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LETTER Xi. 


Barbadoes. the metropolis of the Weft Indies News, letters ; 
and tidings of the army reach Guiana, vid, Barbadoes. ; 
Great bedy of the armament fails from Carlifle bay. Sir 
Hugh Chriftian arrives at Barbadoes. Colony of Berbifche 
furrenders tothe Engl/p. Roads of mud and clay. Dutch ‘ 
cuifine better than the Englifo. Dutch devoted to the plea- 
fures of the table. Slaves fent to cut grafs for fale. Punifbe E 
ment of a flave. Author and a party make an excurfion to 
Mr. Ofvorn’s. Vifit to Mr. Dougan’s. Happy condition i 
of Mr. Dougan’s flaves : of Mr. Ofvorn’s. Negroes 
inthe Weft Indies fit round a fire in the evening. Muf= 
quitoes and fire flies. | q 


Stabroek, May, 6m 


3 Prev ousto giving you theintelligence which 
reaches us at this place, it were fit to inform 
you that the ifland of Barbadoes is now be=, 
come, as it were, the London of the Weft In- 
dies—the great capital to which we anxiouf- 
ly look for events, and for news. Removed 
to a greater diftance from you, and without | 
any direét communication, we feem depen= 
dent upon this fub-metropolis ; and we learn) 


> 
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the tidings of England, of Europe, of the Wett 
India Iflands, and of the great body of our ar- 
“my, only as conveyed to us, indire@ly, via 


Barbadoes. 


Two veffels have arrived from thence, 
and by thefe we learn that the Commander 
in chief, and the troops did not fail until the 
21h of April,.being fix days after the time we 
left Barbadoes, It was not publicly known 
whether they had gone againft Guadaloupe, or 
St. Lucie; but, from all the circumftances of the 
armament, it feems now to bethe current opi- 
nion that Guadaloupe is not likely to be attack- 
ed during this campaign. 


We are told that Admiral Chriftian arriv- 
ed juft before the troops failed from Barbadoes, 
bringing with him twenty-feven {fail of vef-. 
fels, the remnant of the immenfe fleet with 
which he originally failed, in the month of 
November ; and it now appears that the fhips 
which were in fight off Carlifle bay, at the 
time we left it, were only a divifion of the 
convoy, and that the Admiral did not reach 
Barbadoes until fome time after, 


0-3 


1 93 
We hear that the colony of Berbifche has 
furrendered to the troops detached from hence; 


but the intelligence is not yet officially con- 
firmed. : 


You willnot envy our walks in the neigh- 
bourhood of Stabroek, when I tell you that 
the wet feafon is now completely fet in, and 
that, from the whole foil being of pure mud 
and clay, we can fcarcely move a ftep from the 
door without being ancle-deep. Such roads 
furely were never feen; and, not yet having 
an opportunity of purchafing a horfe, Iam 
daily compelled, either to walk up to mid-leg 
in wet clay, or todrag my limbs through a 
path ftill deeper in mud. 


Can you believe that, when dining a few 
days fince with a party of gentlemen, at Sta- 
broek, I fhould have heard it afferted that we 
had nothing good in England but - - -- - beef! 
It was the opinion of a Dutchman; and I felt 
fome furprize, on hearing feveral of my country- 
men add, that the Dutch have certainly a bet- 
ter knowledge of the good things of the table, 
poffefs more of them, prepare them better, and 
are more devoted to the pleafures of the board 
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thanthe Englifh. I withed for fome of our 
gouty friends, or our generous and portly citi- 
zens of London, to debate the queftion. The 
palm had not then, perhaps, been tacitly fur- 
rendered. More of ftews and hafhes they 
may have, but it were difficult to convince an 
Englifhman that they have better food, or fon- 
der ftomachs *, 


Something of novelty—fcenes and events 
different from all we have been accuftomed to 
in Europe, occur almoft daily to our obfer- 
vation ; but I am afraid of falling into a tedious 
bartclony by detailing them to you as they 
chance to arife: yet I like to give you 
them as they occur; for, fhould I wait to 
_compref{s them under regular ‘and appropri- 
ate heads, you might never have them at all 
or they might be divefted of the only mene 
they poilefs—that of being frefh from the 
immediate feelings of a firft impreflion: I, 


* The author is aflured by a friend, who has long refided 
among the Dutch, that the citizens of Amfterdam are more 
pampered than thofe of London—that they beftow more 
attention refpecting the preparation of their food—that 
good eating and good cooking are more ftudied, and that 
the making of feafoned difhes is more a bufinefs among the 
Hollanders. 
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therefore, proceed in my own way to tell 
you that, fince the date of my laft letter, I 
have been witnefs to a gentleman calling up 
one of his flaves, into the breakfaft room, and 
giving him orders to go with three others into 
the fields, the high-ways, or the woods, and 
cut grafs, to fell in the town, charging him 
to recollect that it was at the pain of a “‘ good 
flogging” if they did not each bring him 
home four bits * at night, and adding, by 
way of encouragement, that, if they could 
gain more, they might keep the furplus for 
themfelves. ‘They went out, each taking a 
long knife and a ftring, and returned, punc; 
tually, in the evening with the fixteen bits, 
Le | | 


Unfortunately I am now enabled to 
fpeak of the punifhment of a flave, which — 
was far more fevere than that mentioned in — 
my lait letter ; and, Tam forry to add, attend~ 
ed with fimilar marks of infenfibility, and 
want of feeling, on the part of a white female. 
Happening to call one morningupon a lady at 
Stabroek, in company with feveral Europeans 
who had been my fellow-paflengers hither, 


® About 1s. 8d. fterling. 
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we were fcarcely feated before we heard the 
~ bleeding clang of the whip, and the painful 
cries of a poor unfortunate black. ‘The lady 
of the houfe, more accuftomed to fcenes of 
flavery than ourfelves, pointing to the fpot, 
as if it were a pleafant fight for firangers, or 
fomething that might divert us, afked, with ap- 
parent glee, if we faw them “ flogging the 
negre?” Truly we faw the whole too clearly, 
A poor unhappy flave was ftretched out naked, 
| upon the open ftreet, tied down with his face 
to the ground before the filcal’s door, his two 
legs extended to one ftake, his arms ftrained 
out, at full length, to two others in form of 
the letter Y, and,, thus fecured to the earth, 
two ftrong-armed drivers *, placed at his fides, 
were cutting his bare {kin, by turns, with 
long heavy-lathed whips, which, from the 
found, alone, without feeing the blood that 
followed, conveyed the idea of tearing away 


pieces of fleth at every ftroke. | 


Confiftent with the freedom, and im- 


* Slaves fo termed from being promoted to the diftin- 
guifhed office of following their comrades, upon all occa 


_fions, with a whip at their backs, as an Evglith carter fol- 
lows his horfes. 
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partiality I have always obferved in offering 
you my “notes,” I am extremely happy to be 
able to relieve you from this painful {cene, by 
prefenting to you one ofa very oppofite nature 
——one in which I'am fure every feeling of your 
heart will warmly participate, A party of 
recently arrived Europeans went by invitation 
to dine at “ Arcadia’—the plantation of a Mr. 
Ofborn, about eight miles from Stabroek. 
Five flaves were fent, with a handfome cover- 
ed boat to fetch us, in which we had a moft 
pleafant fail, about fix miles up the river, 
and, then, coming into a canal, which led to 
the eftate, we were drawn about two miles 
further, by the negroes running at the fide of 
the canal, finging all the way, and pulling, 
in merry tune, together. On our arrival at 
Mr. Ofborn’s, we were prefented with wine, 
fruits, and various refrefhments; and, after- 
wards, were amufed till dinner-time in view- 
ing the coffee plantation, the negro yard, and 
the different premifes. At dinner we fhared 
all the good things of the colony, and, in the 
afternoon, were conduéted acrofs the canalto 
vilit the eftate, and happy home of Mr. Dou- 
gan, a neighbour whom Mr. Ofborn had in- 
vited to meet us.—-Here we found a rich fugar 


20 


plantation bordered with coffee and fruits. | 
Leading tothe fugar fields, were fine rows of — 
fruit trees, laden with oranges, forbidden fruit, 
_ fhaddocks, and citrons—the fhaddocks and 

forbidden fruit very fuperior to any I had be- 
fore tafted, indeed fo exquilite, that perhaps 
_ I might fay they were the fineft {pecies of the 
~ two fineft fruits produced in the whole garden 


of nature. 


I cannot exprefs to you how much we 
were gratified—how peculiarly we were de- 
lighted with all we faw at thishappy abode of 
Mr. Dougan. ‘The plantation is laid out with 
much tafte, and having every advantage of 
culture, it exhibits, in high perfection, all the 
luxuriancy of a rich tropical eftate. Utility, 
_ pleafure, and convenience, are here moft hap- 
pily combined. A private canal leads through 
the middle of the grounds, and ferves, at once, 
for ornament and pleafure, as well as for 
bringing home the copious harvefts of coffee 
and fugar. | 


At its fides are {mooth walks of grafs; and 
between thefe and the fugar canes are borders 
planted with all the choice tropical fruits, 


£04. 


rendering a promenade upon the water, or its 


banks, moft fragrant and inviting, and offering 


to the eye and the palate all the variety of 
oranges, fhaddocks, limes, lemons, cherries, 
cuftard apples, cafhew apples, avagata pears, 
grenadilloes, water-lemons, mangoes, and 
pines. The other walks, which traverfe the 
plantation, are alfo cool and fragrant avenues 
of fruittrees.- | 


But however great the richnefs, beauty, 
and . fragrance of the eftate, its canals, and 
its walks, ftill Iam fenfible that I fhall more 
firmly fecure your attachment to it, by men- 
tioning the fimple fad that, to flavery, it af- 
fords.....a happy home! 


I know not whether, upon any occa- 
fion, fince my departure from England, I 
have experienced fuch true and heart-felt plea- 
fure as in witnefling the high degree of 
comfort and happinefs enjoyed by the flaves 
of “ Profit.” Mr. Dougan not only grants 
them many little indulgences, and ftudies 


fo make them happy, but he generoufly — 


fofters them with a father’s care; and they, 
fenfible of his tendernefs towards them, look 


we 
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to their revered mafter as a kind and affection 
ate parent ; and with undivided—unfophifti- 
cated attachment cheerfully devote, to him, 
their labour and their lives. 


Not fatisfied with beftowing upon his 
- flaves mere food and raiment, Mr. Dougan 
eftablithes for them a kind of right. He af- 
{ures to them certain property, endeavors to 
excite feelings of emulation among them, 
and to infpire them with a fpirit of neatnefs 
and order, not commonly known among 
flaves: and I am happy to add that the effects 
of his friendly attentions, towards them, are 
ftronely manifefted in their perfons, their 
dwellings, and their general demeanour.—Per- 
haps it were not too much to fay, that the 
negro yard at “ Profit” forms one of the 
happieft villages within the wide circle of the 
globe! The labouring poor of Europe can , 

attain to no ftate at all adequate to fuch 
flavery, for had they equal comforts, fill, 

could they never be equally free from care. | 


The flaves of Mr. Dougan fee not only 
fed, and clothed, and tenderly watched in fick 
nefs, without any perfonal thought, or con- 
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cern, but each has his appropriate fpot of 
ground, and his cottage, in which he feels a 
‘right as facred as if fecured to him by all the 
feals and parchments of the Lord High Chan- 
_ cellor of England, and his court. 


Happy and contented, the flave of ‘ Profit” 
fees all his wants fupplied. Having never 
been in a ftate of freedom, he has no defire 
for it. Not having known liberty, he feels not 
the privation of it; noris it within the powers 
of his mind either to conceive or comprehend 
the fenfe we attach to the term. Were free- 
dom offered to him he would refufe to accept 
it, and would only view it asa ftate fraught 
with certain difficulties and vexations, but 
offering no commenfurate good. ‘ Who gib 
me for gnyhaam Mafla,” he afks ‘if me free 2” 
“Who gib me clothes!’ “Who fend me 
doctor when me fick ?” 


With induftry a flave has no acquaint- 
ance, nor has he any knowledge of the kind 
of comfort and independence which derive 
from it. Ambition has not taught him that, 
in freedom, he might efcape from poverty— 
nor has he any conception that by improving 
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his intellect he might become of higher im- 
portance in the fcale of humanity. Thus 
circumftanced, to remove him from the quiet 
and contentment of fuch a bondage, and to 
place him amidft the tumults and viciflitudes 
of freedom, were but to impofe upon him the 
exchange of great comparative happinefs, for 
much of pofitive mifery and diftrefs. 


From what has been faid you will per- 
ceive that to do juftice to the merit of Mr: 
Dougan, would require afar more able pen. 
His humane and liberal condu€& does him 
infinite honor; while the richnefs of the 
eftate and the ght of the nih loudly 
proclaim his attentive concern. We were 
pleafed with all around us, but to witnefs 
fo happy a ftate of flavery gave us peculiar 
delight. 


The cottages and little gardens of the 
negroes exhibited a degree of neatnefs, and of 
plenty, that might be envied by free-born 
Britons, not of the pooreft clafs. The huts — 
of Ireland, Scotland, France, Germany, nay, 
many, even of England itfelf, bear no com- 
parif fon with thefe. In impulfive delight I 
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fan into many of them, furprizing the flaves 
with an unexpeéted vifit, and, verily, I fay 
the peafantry of Europe might envy thefe 
dwellings of flavery. They moftly confift 
of a comfortable fitting room, and a neat, 
well-furnifhed bed room. In one I obferved 
a high bedftead, according to the prefent 
European fafhion, with deep mattreffes, all q 
neatly made up, and covered with a clean — 
white counterpane; the bed-pofts, drawers, - 
and chairs bearing the high polifh of well- — 
rubbed mahogany. I felt a defire to pillow | 
my head in this hut for the night, it not hav- 
ing fallen to my lot, fince I left England, to 
repofe on fo inviting a couch. The value of 
the whole was tenfold augmented by the con=- — 
tented flaves being AUG to ere. all this we — 
feel to be our own.’ 


Too often in regarding the countenance ~ 
of a flave, it may be obferved that 


«© Dark melancholy fits, and round her throws 
A death-like filence, and a dread repofe.” 


but throughout Mr. Dougan’s happy gang the ~ 
more ftriking features are thofe of mirth and 
glee ; for, here, the merry dance and jovial 
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fong prevail, and all are votaries to Joy and 
_ harmony. 


Before the doors of the huts, and around 
thefe peaceful dwellings were feen great num- 
bers of pigs, and poultry, which the flaves are 
allowed to raife for their own profit; and 
from the ftock, thus bred in the negro yard, 
the matter ufually purchafes the provifions of 
his table, paying to the negroes the common 
price for which they would fell at the market. 


The condué& of Mr. Ofborn to his 
flaves, and, indeed, of many others I might 
mention, is alfo very highly commendable. 
The negroes at Arcadia have much caufe 
of contentment; their happinefs and welfare 
being guarded Roca a parental care. Were 
all mafters kind and humane as Mr. Dougan, 
and his neighbour, flavery might have few 
enemies ; and the peafants of Europe, amidft 
their boafted freedom, might figh, in vain, for 
the happinefs enjoyed by flaves ! 


As we were leaving Mr. Ofborn’s, in the 
evening, we faw a numerous party of his 
gang grouped upon their haunches round 
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a large fire, feeming to enjoy it as if it relieved 
them from freezing cold. Remarking upon 
the fingularity of this, with the thermometer 
at nearly 80°, it was obferved to us that they 
required it for roafting their plantains, ftew- 
ing their pepper-pot, and preparing their other 
little meffes for fupper; and, moreover, that 
the negroes were always chilly in the evening, 
and would be quite comfertleis without a fire. — 

Owing to the tide being out, at the time 
we returned, there was not fufficient water in 
the canal to admit of our going down in the 
boat, we, therefore, were compelled to walk ; 
nearly two miles before we embarked. Dur- | 
ing this walk, we were in danger of being 
devoured by thofe annoying infects the muf-— 
quitoes, which attacked us in fuch daring © 
hofts that we were obliged to waik with {mall — 
boughs in our hands, and to continue, the ” 
whole time, beating them from our legs and 
faces. 


The fire flies were, fcarcely, lefs numerous — 
than the mufquitoes; but, although we were 
annoyed by their flying againft us, we fuffered — 
no pain fromthem. They neither tormented — 
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us with bites, nor ftings—but in fuch myriads 
did they dart and play about us that we ap- 
peared to be moving in an atmofphere of 
twinkling ftars. One piece of coffee, in par- 
ticular, had its whole furface fo illumined by 
thefe infects, as to convey the idea of the field 
being fpread with a theet of fire. After we 
went into the boat, and had proceeded to- 
wards the middle of the river, both fire flies 
and mufquitoes forfook us; and we were, 
pleafantly rowed down to the town by four 
of Mr. Ofborn’s contented flaves. 
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LETTER ~ XIII. 


Terms of capitulation of the colonies on the coaft of Guiana. 
Dutch foldiers enter into the Britifh fervice. South Ameri- 
can Rangers. Situation of the captured colonies. Beef 
‘brought from the Spanifh woods. Generofity of fome of the 
planters towards the fick foldiers. Troops on board fhip @ 
great annoyance to the captain and his crew. The Grenada 
veturns to England. Mr. Porter and family paffengers. 
A fale of flaves. Scarcity of mechanics. Extravagant 
awages of labour. Cafe of yellow fever. Impropriety of the. 


term yellow fever.” 


: Stabroek, May 8. 
Consistent with the order of narrative 
you wifh me to obferve in offering you my 
notes, I may now tell you that the general, 
and part of the detachment that accompanied 
him, are returned to Demarara, leaving the 
93d regiment, in garrifon, at Berbifche—that 
colony having capitulated upon the fame terms 
as Effequibo and Demarara. The commerce 
of the colonies is to be dire€ted to the ports 
of England; in return for which fhe offers 
them protection and defence. All that con- } 
cerns the military proceedings is to reft with 
the Englifh ; but, in all that regards the civil & 
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adminiftration, the colonies are to preferve 
the eftablifhed laws and form of government, 
until the end of the war; and the prefent 
Dutch governors are not to be removed. 


Under thefe conditions moft of the Dutch 
foldiers, who were in garrifon, have confented 
to enlift into our fervice, and to aé&t conjointly 
with our troops in defence of the colonies. 
We thus acquire the aid of a corps well fea- 
foned to the country, in good difcipline, and 

ready, at all moments, to act in concert for 
the general benefit of the fettlements. 


It is likewife intended to ftrenethen the 
carrifon by forming a corps of negroes to be 
called ‘* The South American Rangers.” This 
will be a valuable addition to our force, as 
thefe men are not fubject to the debilitating 
effets of climate, but are moft active in the 
greateft heat ; and are capable of fupporting 
the moft fatiguing duties under the dire&t rays 
of a vertical fun. 


The Dutch colony of Surinam borders 
Berbifche, on our right, and a little further up 
the coaft is the French colony of Cayenne. 
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With fuch reftlefs neighbours about us, we fhall 
require to be watchful and alert. On our left 
we approach the river Oronoko, and what is 
termed the Spanifh main: and not far from the 
coaft of Effequibo is the Spanifh ifland of Tri- 
nidad. From this quarter we hope to procure 
beef—from the other we expect only blows. 


A communication is to be opened di- 
reCtiy with the Spaniards, in order to nego- 
ciate the purchafe of cattle from the woods— 
“which, we are told, they will be glad to fell 
at fix or feven dollars per head. 


We are now very much in want of 
frefh animal provifions; for, fince the time of 
our arrival, | have only been able to purchafe 
two. or three fmall fheep, for the ufe of the 
hofpital. But, as the guardian of the fick, I 
owe much gratitude to the gentlemen of the 
colony, for fome liberal prefents of beef and 
mutton, which their humanity has induced 
them to fend to the hofpital for the comfort of 
the fuffering foldiers. Two neighbouring 
gentlemen, in particular—Mr. T. Cuming, 
and Mr. Waterton have the prayers of the 
fick, and the beft acknowledgments of their 
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attendants. Occafionally they have fent us 
an ox, or a fheep; or have fhared, with the 
fick, the beft provifions of their table. 


Fruits are given to us from various eitates, 
not only by gallons and butfhels, but by cart- 
loads and boat-loads, at a time; and, by thefe 
generous aids, we have been able to improve 
the comforts of the fick, beyond all that money 
could have obtained. | 


3 Until the 28th of April we continued to 
have a fick-ward on board the Grenada; but 
we have now, to the great joy of Captain Ri- 
chardfon, taken the whole of the men on 
fhore, and placed them in hofpital, at an eftate 
called La Bourgade. . | 

Mr. Richardfon is a good failor, and, 
moreover, a very refpeCtable man, and of more 
improved manners than many of his colleagues, 
He is not only captain of the fhip, but has 
alfo a fhare as owner. He frankly tells us 
how much he is rejoiced to have done with 
us, and afiures us that his fhip fhall never, 
‘again, while he commands her, be incom- 
moded with fuch a troublefome crowd. If 
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can feel what a fad annoyance it muft be to 
the mafter of a vefiel to be driven out of his 
cabin to feek a birth in any hole or corner he 
can find, and to have his fhip ftowed, for 
many weeks, with an ufelefgs and helplefs 
throng, whe, every moment, interrupt the 
- working of the veffel, and are, perpetually, in 
the way of the tiller and the ropes. 


Being now releafed, the Grenada proceeds 
to take in a cargo of cotton or fugar, in order to 
return with all fpeed to England. Her cabin 
is already engaged by a Mr. Porter, who is 
about to quit the fatigues of a tropical world, 
and to retire to Europe with his family. ‘This 
gentleman was one of the earlieft planters who 
ventured to direct his labours to the cultiva- 
tion of the fea coaft, inftead of the banks of 
the river, and who has turned his induftry to 
a profitable account ;. his well-merited fuccefs 
enabling him to return to England poffeffed 
of a very large fortune. 


A few days ago I had the opportunity of 
being prefent at a more regular fale, or market 
of flaves than I had feen before, and here 1 ~ 
_witnefled all the heart-rending diftrefs attend= 
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ant upon gic a fcene. I faw numbers of 
‘our fellow beings regularly bartered for cold, 

and transferred, like cattle, or any common 
merchandife, from one pofleflor to another. 
Tt was a fight which European curiofity had 
rendered me defirous to. behold, although | 
had anticipated from it only a painful grati- 
fication. I may now fay—J have feen it !—and 
while nature animates my breaft with even the 
feebleft {park of humanity, I can never forget it! 


The poor Africans, who were to be fold, 
were expofed, naked, in a large empty build- 
ing, like an open barn. Thofe, who came, 
with intention to purchafe, minutely infpected 
them; handled them ; made them jump, and 
ftamp with their feet, and throw out their arms 
and their legs; turned them about; looked 
into their mouths ; and, according to.the ufual 
rules of traffic with refpeét to cattle, examined 
them, and made them fhew themfelves in a 
variety of ways, to try. if they were found and 
healthy. All this was diftrefsful as humili- 
ating, and tended to excite ftrong averfion and 
difeuft; but a wound, {till more fevere, was 
inflicted on the feelings, by fome of the pur- 
 chafers feleCting only fuch as their judgment 
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led them to prefer, regardlefs of the bonds 
of nature, and affefion! The urgent appeals 
of friendfhip and attachment were unheeded ; 
fichs and tears made no impreflion ; and _ all 
the imploring looks, and penetrating expref- 
fions of grief were unavailing. Hungry com- 
merce corroded even the golden chains of af- 
fection; and fordid intereft burft every tie of 
“nature afunder. The hufband was taken from 
the wife, children feparated from their pa- 
rents, and the lover torn from his miftrefs :— 
i the companion was bought away from his 
friend, and the brother not fuffered to accom-< 


pany the fifter. 


In one part of the building was feen a 
wife clinging to her hufband, and befeeching, 
lin the ftrongeft eloquence of nature, not to 
be leit behind him. Here was a fifter hang- 
ing upon the neck of her brother, and, with 
tears, entreating to be led to the fame home 
of captivity. There ftood two brothers, en= 
folded in each others arms, mutually bewail~ 
ing their threatened feparation. In other 
parts were friends, relatives, and companions, 
praying to be fold to the fame mafter— 
ufing figns to fignify that they would be 
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content with flavery, might they but toil to- 
gether. 


Silent tears, deep fighs, and heavy la- 
‘mentations befpoke the univerfal fuffering of 
thefe poor blacks, and proved that nature was 
ever true to her feelings. Never was fcene 
more diftrefsful. Among thefe unhappy, de- 
graded Africans fcarcely was there an un- 
clouded countenance. Every feature was 
veiled in the filent gloom of woe; and for- 
‘rowing nature poured forth in all the bitter- 
nefs of affliction. 

! 

A, whole hoft of painful ideas rufhed into 
my mind at the moment. In fad contempla- 
tion all the diftorted images of this abhorrent 
traffic prefented themfelves to my recollection. 
The many horrors and cruelties, I had fo 
‘often heard of, appeared in their worft thape 
| before me; and my imagination was acutely 
lalive to the unmerited punifhment fome- 
times infli&ted—the inceflant labour exa@ted— 
‘the want of freedom—and all the catalogue of 
hardfhips endured by flaves. I endeavored 
to combat the effect of thefe impreffions by 
attaching my mind to oppofite images. The 
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kind treatment of negroes under humane maf 
ters occurred to me; I recolle@ted the com- 
fort and harmony of the flaves I had lately h 
feen at “ Profit.” I contemplated their free- : 
dom from care, and the many anxieties of 4 
the world; and I remembered the happinefs — 
and contentment exprefled in their fongs — 
and merry dances: but—allin vain! The re- © 
pugnant influence would not thus be cheated. 
With fuch diftrefs, before my eyes, all pal- © 
liatives were unavailing. The whole was | 
wrong, and not to be juftified. I felt that I 7 
execrated every principle of the traffic. Na- 
ture revolted at it; and I condemned the ; 
whole fyftem of flavery under all its forms © 
and modifications. . 


When purchafed, the flaves were marked — 

by placing a bit of firing, or of red or white . 
tape round their arms or necks, One geng 
tleman, who bought a confiderable number of — 
them, was proceeding to diftinguifh thofe he : 
“had feledted, by tying a bit of red tape round © 
the neck, when I obferved two negroes, who : 
were ftanding together entwined in each others : 
arms, watch him with great anxiety. Pre-_ 
fently he approached them, and after making ‘ 
10° 


291° 


his examination afiixed the mark only to one 
of them. Theother, with a look of unerring 
expreffion, and, with an impulfe of marked 
difappointment, caft his eyes up-to the pur- 
chafer feeming to fay— and will you not 
have me too?”’—then jumped, and danceds 
and ftamped with his feet, and made other 
figns to fignify that he, alfo, was found and 
ftrong, and worthy his choice. He was, 
nevertheleis, pafled by unregarded ; upon 
which he turned, again, to his companion, 
his friend, brother, whichever he was, took 
him to his bofom, hung upon him, and, in 
forrowful countenance expreffed the ftrongeft 
marks of difappointment and affli@iion. The 
feeling was mutual :—it arofe from reciprocal 


affection. His friend participated in his grief,, 


and they both wept bitterly. Soon after- 
wards on looking round to complete his pur- 
_ chafe the planter, again, pafled that way, and 
~ not finding any one that better fuited his pur- 
poie, he, now, hung the token of choice 
round the neck of the negro whom he had 
before difregarded. All the powers of art 
could not have effef&ted the change that fol- 
lowed. More genuine joy was never ex- 
preffed. His countenance became enlivened. 
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Grief and fadnefs vanifhed, and flying into 
the arms of his friend, he careffed him with 
warm embraces, then fkipped, and jumped, 
and danced about, exhibiting all the pureft 
figns of mirth and gratification. His com- 
panion, not lefs delighted, received him with 
reciprocal feelings—and a more pure and na- 
tive fympathy was never exhibited. Happy 
in being, again, aflociated, they now retired 
apart from the crowd, and fat down, in quiet 
contentment, hugging and kifling the red 
fignal of bondage, like two attached and af- 
fe€tionate brothers—fatisfied to toil out their 
days, for an unknown matter, fo they might 
but travel their journey of flavery together. 


In the afternoon of the fame day I 
chanced to be prefent when another gentle- 
man came to purchafe fome of the flaves, 
who were not fold in the morning. After 
looking through the lot he remarked that he 
did not fee any who were-of pleafant coun- 
tenance; and going on to make further ob- 
 yeCtions, refpeCting their appearance, he was 
interrupted by the vendor who remarked that 
at that moment they were feen to great dif- 
advantage, as they looked worfe “from having 
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loft their friends and affociates in the morn- 
ing.’ Aye! truly, I could have replied—a 
very powerful reafon why they are unfit for 
fale this afternoon! Ifto be of {muling coun- 
tenance were neceflary to their. being fold, it 
were politic not to expote them for long to 
come. Still, fome were felected, and the 
‘mark of purchafe being made, the diftrefsful 
fcene of the morning was, in a degree, re- 
peated. 


A few of the moft ill-looking, only, now 
remained, who were meager, and of rough 
fkin—not thoroughly black, but of a yellowith, 
or dirty brown color—of hungry, unhealthy 
afpect, feeble, of hideous countenance, and in 
general appearance fcarcely human. Thefe 
remained toa future day, and would, probably, 
be fold, not to the planters, but to the boat- 
women, tailors, huckiters, or {ome of the infe- 
rior mechanics, or fhopkeepers of the town, at 
a price fomewhat lower than that demanded for 
the more robuft, and well-looking ; and, alas ! 
though leaft able to bear fatigue, thefe feeble 


beings would, moft likely, be fubjected to a | 


far more heavy flavery than thofe of ftronger - 


frame, for it is, commonly, feen that the labour 
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exacted by the poorer orders of people, from 
their few and weakly flaves, is more fevere 
than that required by the opulent planter from 


his regular, and better-appointed gang: al-_ a 


though, i ¢heory, the circumftance of being 
always under the eye of the matter, inftead 
of being left to the mercy of a hireling, would 
feem to be an advantage much in favor of 
the flaves of thofe owners, who poflefs but 
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You will not be furprifed that we fhould | ) 


find it extremely difficult to procure a fufh- 
cient number of workmen and labourers, in 
this colony, for the fervices required. Al- 
though the wages of labour are extravagantly 
high, an extraordinary number of hands for any 
emergency cannot be obtained, without having 
recourfe to a fyftem of coercion. The work 
required to be done at the fort in conftruéting 
new batteries, and improving our means of de- 
fence, being urgent and extentive, it is found 
neceflary to detain the mechanics, who are 
employed, by very clofe watching; otherwife, 
although they are exorbitantly paid, they 
could not be relied upon for a fingle day. It 
has been found neceffary to procure the mere 
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labourers by requifition—a certain number of 
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of days, from evéry gang in the colony. 


We feel the effet of this fearcity of 
workmen, very much, at the hofpital, for 
aftet ufing every exertion of which I am ca- 
pable, I have to lament that we do not yet fee 
the accommodations, for the fick, fo complete: 
as | hadhoped. As a great indulgence I have 
now obtained a party of fix carpenters to be 
employed, exclufively, at the hofpital, until 
they fhall have finifhed fuch repairs and al- 
terations as are required. But the claims of 
every department, and almoft every indivi- 
dual, upon this clafs of workmen, are fo nu- 
merous and preffing, that I quite defpair of 
confining them to the work of the hofpital, 
fot any two days together. — 


It is with real forrow and affliion that 

I find myfelf enabled to inform you of our 

being likely to become acquainted with that 

mercilefs yellow fury who has, of late years, 

fo frightfully ravaged the Weft India colonies; 

and regarding whom fo much of dread and 
alarm prevails in Europe. 
. VOL, Ik SG 
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A few days fince a foldier was feized by 
this hungry devourer, and, in defpite of all our 
efforts to refcue him, he fell a facrifice to her 
infatiate thirft for European blood. 


This was the frft patient admitted into the 
hofpital with the direful malady of the coun- 
try, called “yellow fever,” and it had afford- 


ed us peculiar fatisfaction had we been happy © 


enough to have faved him : but the difeafe had 
made great progrefs before he was brought to 

us, and he died on the 6th day after his ad- 
~ miffion. 


The body was examined, with a view to 
afcertain the changes produced by the difeafe, 
but the appearances were not precifely fuch, 
as from converfing with other practitioners, 
and reading a variety of authors, we had 
been led to expe. The ftomach was 
found to be the organ which exhibited the 
flrongeft marks of derangement. The inner 
coat was, furcharged with blood, appearing 
very red, and at one fpot near the upper ori- 
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fice it was of a livid hue, and its texture fo — 


weakened, that the finger was paffed through 


it, by only a flight preflure. I fincerely hope. 
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‘that frequent opportunities may not cccur, but 
if, unhappily, they fhould we fhall avail our- 
felves of them, in the hope of afcertaining, 
correctly what are the difeafed appearances 
caufed in the different vifcera by this fatal 
malady. | 


The name commonly given to this difor- 
der would feem to be highly inaccurate. Our 
patient, although feveral days ill, had no yel- 
lownefs of the fkin, until a few hours before 
he died. If, therefore, his diffolution had oc- 
curred only a fhort time fooner; or if he had 
recovered previous to the period when this 
change of colour took place, we could not with 
any correctnefs have called the fever he had 
fuffered a yellow fever, although he, had un~ 
dergone all the charateriftic fymptoms of the 
difeafe, fo termed, except the cafual one 
from which it has been improperly named. 
Moreover, affixing to a difeafe a name de- 
rived from a fymptom, and particularly a 
fymptom which is not always prefent, is cal- 
culated to deceive, and may be of dangerous 
tendency, by rendering the practitioner unfuf- 
picious of the real nature of the diforder, until 
it is too lateto check its deftruGive progreds. 
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The author is left in the colonies of Guiana, inflead of proceeding 
to St. Domingo. Regimental medical jaf employed in gem 
neral hofpital. General Whyte attentive to the fick. The hof- 
pital and quarters for the medical officers eftablt ifbed at La 
Bourgade. Author annoyed by infects. Tendernefs of a 
Gentleman towards a mufquito. Author makes a faunter= 
ing ramble to ** the bufb.”’ His contemplations on being ar- 
refted by deep and impenetrable woods. A lady Jolicits the 
Author to make a complaint againft her flaves. 


Demarara May 12. 
T wave already troubled you with too many 
fpecimens of the uncertainties attaching to 
my prefent mode of life, for you to feel 
furprize at any new inftance 1 may have to 
relate. Know then that I have experienced a. 
fad difappointment, in having to make my con- 
gé to the General, on his return to the iflands ; 
and, after all my expeCtations of being foon at 
St. Domingo, am left behind with inftru@tions 
to continue in the dire€tion of the medical de- 
partment of thefe colonies, until our detach- 


ment of the St. Domingo hofpital ftaff, fhall 


. @29 
be relieved from the ftaff of the Charibbee 
Iflands. 


Inftead of my being permitted to proceed 
with the General to head quarters, it 1s found 
requifite that the detachment of the hofpital 
ftaff, ferving here, fhould be augmented. I 
have made out a return of the medical efta- 
blifhment, which feems neceflary for thefe co- 
lonies, and ftill hope that we may foon be re- 
lieved, and allowed to proceed to our original 
deftination : but I begin to have fome apprehen- 
fions left the many uncertainties, which befet 
us, fhould prevent me from following my 
friends and my baggage, and I feel a ftrong 
regret that I was prevailed upon to leave the 
latter behind me. 


In confequence of the fick-lift becoming 
numerous, and the hofpital being deprived of 
the fervices of poor Carrol, who, though a con- 
valefcent from his late attack, is unfit for du- 
ty in this climate, and has obtained leave to 
return to England, we are compelled to employ 
the medical officers of the regiments in the du- 
ties of the general hofpital. 
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- [have great pleafure in remarking to you, 
that General Whyte has been particularly at- 
‘tentive to the comfort of the fick, and the ge- 
neral accommodation of the hofpital depart-_ 
ment. © In every thing propofed for the benefit 
of the fuffering foldiers, we have always been 
happy enough to meet with his full and ready © 
acquiefcence. It has only been neceflary to 
point out what was required, and every atten- 
tion was immediately given to the repreienta- 
tion, You will believe that this has been high- : 
ly gratifying to me, and the more fo, when I 
add that the meafures propofed have not been 
indifferently acceded to, but examined with a 
degree of attentive confideration, not lefshonor- 
able‘tothe General than fatisfactory to myfelf. 


It is alfo with much pleafure that 1 am 
enabled to add that Colonel Hiflop, who fuc- 
ceeds to the command, is a man of great hu- 
manity and benevolence, and that we have 
every profpec of finding him defirous to follow 
the General’s example in promoting the com- 
fort and well-being of thofe who are in ficknefs. 


o* * wr ew 
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( 
Before he left. us, General Whyte gave 
orders that a large cotton logis at La Bourgade 
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fhould be given up to the purpofes of the hof- 
pital, and that a houfe near to it fhould be ap- 
propriated to the ufe of the medical officers. 
Thus have we the fatisfaCtion of fecing the fick, 
and the whole of the department, very conve- 
nientlyaccommodated —the patients beinglodg- 
ed in a fpacious and well aired building ; and 
their attendants having commodious quarters 
immediately near to them, with convenient of- 
fices, and, what is of confequence in ‘this cli- 
mate, a large ciftern for water adjoining— the 
whole poffeffing the further advantage of 
being feparated from all other buildings, and 
ftanding within a {quare of ground of confider- 
able extent, enclofed with private gates in 
front, and a deep ditch or canal on every 


fide. 


Here are we ftationed, as a diftin& de- 
partment, quiet, and fecluded—free from the 
noife and hurry both of the town and the fort, 
and nearly equidiftant from the one and the 
other. ‘The public road, from the fort to the 
town, pafles clofe by the gates; and within lefs 
than a hundred yards from the road is the fea, 
or rather the opening of the river, fo that the 
fick are brought to us conveniently on either 
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fide, by land, or by water. Perhaps another 
fituation equally commodious for the purpofes 
of the hofpital department could not haye 
been found in the colony. | 


Already have I changed my quarters from 
Stabroek to our new home at La Bourgade, 
and in future I fhall be {pared the neceflity of 
dragging my legs through the deep mud, twice 
or thrice each day, in my vilits to the hofpital : 
but 1t does not feem probable that I fhall long 
remain ftationary, for I have received inftruc- 
tions to proceed to the colony of Berbifche, 
to make arrangements for the hofpital depart- 
ment there, as foon as I fhall have brought thefe 
at La Bourgade into a proper eftablifhment. 


Fortunately my bedding was not left be- 
hind with my other baggage, and this is now 
put up in the windward apartment at our 
hofpital barrack, where I look forward to much 
comfort, from the protection.of my mufquito 
curtain *. 


_* A kind of gauze net without opening, thrown over 
the whole of the bed and bedftead, and fhut clofe at bot- 
tom, by means of a heavy border of lead, which falls upon 
the floor, 
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I find the diftrefling annoyance of infects 
a far greater evil than the increafed teinpera- 
ture, or any other ill of climate. I now fuf- 
- fer confiderably from the “ prickly heat,” but 
this would be very fupportable were it not for 
the additional, and greater torment of mufqui- » 
toes, ants, centipedes, jack-{paniards, * and the 
multitudes of other infects biting, buzzing about 
our ears, crawling upon every thing we touch, 
and filling the whole atmofphere around us. | 


My nights have lately been made fo 
wretchedly comfortlefs, that I have now 
eftablifhed the habit of burning wet ftraw in 
my room, before I go to bed, in order to fmoke 
out the infects. I likewife praétife the habit 
of looking under my netting, with a lighted 
candle, after it is let down for the night, to 
fee if any ftragglers have been left withinfide, 
and if I find any there, I confider them as 
enemies lurking for my blood, and, immedi- 
ately, put them to death. Selfithly looking 
to a good night’s reft from his deftrudction, I 
have no compunétion in taking away the life 
g gisecadis .. of a mufquito! Without con- 
templating the poffible extent of his utility in 


* A large {pecies of wafp. 
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the great {cale of creation, I crufh him with 
as little mercy as a chambermaid cracks a 
hopping flea. If you knew the acutenefs of 
his bite, you would feel affured that he is not 
tortured with a lingering death. Nothing can 
be more prompt than his exeoution, and I 
think I might venture to affert that he fuffers 
not a fingle moment of pain. 


While my pen is employed upon this 
mighty fubje€t, it occurs to me as a queftion 
whether even the rigorous principles of the 
moft devoted Brahmin would fo difcipline his 
mind in religious and philofophical forbear- 
ance, as to induce him, deliberately, to brufh 
from his fkin a flea, or a mufquito, that was 
infliGing fharp pain upon him, and robbing 
him of his blood? I do not remember ever to 
have feen, or heard of a perfon whofe hu- 
manity led him to fpare the life of a poor Hea, 
although he is a very innocent little fellow, 
when compared to the fanguinary mufquito : 
but it has occurred to me to fee a gentleman, 
from a pure regard to the life of all created 
beings, tenderly and carefully put away a 
mufquito that was bleeding him by the nofe. 
He is a man whofe general conduct 1s guided 
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by the moft exemplary humanity, and whofe 
ralents command univerfal refpe&t. He con- 
fiders the little animal as only following - the 
didates of inftinét, in procuring his food, and 
feels that he ought not to deal his vengeance 
—againft nature ;—or to take away the life he 
could not lgive. ‘* Excellent philofophy,” 

methinks I hear you exclaim !—He may have 
brilliant talents, and vaft acutenefs of mind ; 
but he has no fenfibility....... of nofe! 


From the houfe we now occupy, at La 
Bourgade, a fine avenue of fruit trees leads 
down the whole depth of the eftate, back to 
the wild foreft ; or what is here termed ** the 
Buje,’ from which the plantation is feparated 
only by a wet ditch and a bank. Rambling 
this afternoon in a folitary and penfive pro- 
menade, amongft the oranges and other fruit 
trees, protected from the mufquitoes, by thick 
eloves and pantaloons, I, fuddenly, found my- 
felf arrefted, at the diftance of a mile and a 
half from the houfe, by the deep woods which, 
in heavy gloom, oppofe an impenetrable bar- 
rier to the eftate. My fauntering walk being 
thus interrupted I became fixed in contempla- 
tion, and, with my eye ac upon the foreft, 
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my mind dwelt on the folemnity of the fcene, 
until I fell into a fort of contemplative re- 
verie, The ftate of man on our globe; his 
{urprifing powers in changing its furface; the 
immentity he had done; the extent of his in- 
fluence ; the great proportion of the earth yet 
unknown to him; the ftates of freedom and 
flavery; the wide difference between man 
living in the woods, and in polifhed fociety ; 
the various ftages of favage, and civilized life ; 


all pafled in mental review before me. The 


varied appearance of different parts of the 
globe; the diverfity of climate; the extent of 
thefe wild woods; their removal by the all- 
fubduing arm of man; their remaining for 
ever unexplored, and the undifturbed retreat 
afforded to their wild inhabitants; all pafled 
and repafled as fubje&s of my contemplation. 
Monkies, favages, tigers, ferpents, and all the 
infinite variety of animals poffefling the woods 
traverfed my thoughts. The grand purpofe 
of life and being; the utility of man; where- 


fore placed on the globe; and the whole hoft © 


of fuch-like fuggeftions, multiplied by tenfold 
difficulties, prefented themfelves to my ima- 
gination, External objects ceafed to imprefs 


my fenfes, and, becoming abforbed in the 
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ereat queftion of creation, I felt humbled at 
the idea that, in the wide fcale of worlds, 
even man might be of little more importance 
than the minuteft infe@—perhaps not more 
than the very flea or mufquito whofe only 
purpofe in creation feemed to be that of? 622" 
...... tormenting him! Purfuing its wan- 
derings my mind ranged into the infinity of 
fpace, and there roved amidft the ftars, until 
the very globe itfelf became as infignificant as 
the fmalleft ant that moves on its furface. 
Next occurred the infinite wifdom of the ereat 
Creator —I faw every thing perfect, and hap- 
pily ordained, glanced at the infcrutable ways 
of Providence, and was loft in profound awe 
and reverence, when I was fuddenly roufed from 
my reverie, by the loud fcreaming of mon- 
kies, and the aftounding fhrieks of a large 
flock of parrots.—Ic inftantly ftruck my recol- 
leétion that there were other, and more dan- 
gerous animals in the woods, and with the 
full. ftrength of the imprefion, as in the mo- 
ment of waking from a dream, I felt that be- 
fides monkies and parrots thefe woods gave — 
habitation to tigers and favages, and, worfe 
than favages—to Bufh-Negroes, to whom the 
fcalp of a dackra man would be an objet of 
10 
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pratifications You will believe that the foli- 
loquy I had fallen into was quickly at an end. 
Senfible of the peril of my fituation, I took 
up arough ftaff for protection, and turning 
from the dark foreft, and its favage inhabit- 
ants, haftily trod back my path into cultivated 
fields, and civilized fociety. 


As I am to note to you all occurrences, 
and particularly fuch as are in any degree 
novel or interefting, I muft not omit the fol- 
lowing,—although it may feem to border 
upon the incredible. It is, neverthelefs, a 
fac that a few days ago I was applied to by 
the wife of a colonift to requeft that I would 
make fome complaint againfi the flaves of the 
houfe, to her hufband, very humanely urging 


_as a reafon for impofing upon me fo grateful. 


a tafk, that the wifhed “to get them a good 
flogging ! Ytruft that neither you, nor any 
of our fair friends, on the temperate fide of 
the Atlantic, will condemn my want of gal- 
lantry in refifting the folicitation. Perhaps, 
in the brighteft days of chivalry, the moft 
adulatory knight kad not been obfequious 
enough to have devoted to gallantry, at fuch 
an expence of humanity. It was not evencon- 
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tended that any fpecific fault had been com- 
mitted to juftify the punifhment, but this was 
to be invented, and merely becaufe fome idle 
_ whim—fome fit of caprice, or ill humor had 
led the miftrefs of thefe poor flaves to with 


them. “a good flogging !” 
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LET PERSXV. 


Buf Negroes in the woods of Guiana. Fate of Dutch foldiers 
fent into the foreft againf? them. Corps of flaves accom- 
panied by a party of Indians fubdue them. Punifbment of 
a Bufh Negro, named Amflerdam. 


Demarara, May 16. 
Ix my laft fetter I mentioned that in the 


woods of thefe colonies there are bodies of 


men called “ Bufh Negroes.” Thefe are 
moftly run-away flaves who have revoited 
from their mafters, and having collected to- 
gether in the foreft, have there formed them- 
felves into bodies, under certain captains or 
leaders ; and have eftablifhed various habita- 
tions and encampments in the thickeft parts of 
what is termed “ the Bufh;” where they now 
live in all the worft habits of favage nature ; 
and are become mere hordes of brigands or 
‘marauders. 


They are negroes of the worft defcrip- 
tion, cruel, blood-thirfty and revengeful : 
men, whofe crimes in European, and alk 
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 welordered {tates, would have been punifhed 
_ with death. Many have murdered white in- 
| habitants, maffacred their mafters, or revolted 
- In combination, plotting the deftruction of the 
_ planters, in ofder to take the colony into their 
_ own poffeffion ; but being fruftrated in their 
| defigns, have faved themfelves from punifh- 
| ment, by flying into the hidden receffes of the 
| foreft; from whence they iffue only to ravage 
_and plunder. | 


They had fubjected themfelves to a fort 
of regular difcipline under their captains and 
lieutenants, and the lower orders of them (for 
rthere are diftinétions even among run-away 
flaves) were compelled to toil in the night, by 
going out of the woods, in plundering par- 
ties, to fteal plantains and other provifions 
from the eftates ; but the labour to which they 
‘were expoted, by this night-duty, was fo much 
more fevere than that required of them, in 
their common duty, as flaves upon the plan- 
tations, that fome of them have been known 
to defert back from the woods, and return to 
a ftate of flavery, after having run away from 
their mafters to live in idlenefs, as they had 
expected, with their brethren in * the Bufh,”’ 
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1 with I could repeat to you, as elo= 
quently as I heard it related, the very intereft- 
ing detail of an expedition fent into the woods 
againft thefe Buth negroes, laft year, under 
the command of major M‘Grah, and cap- 
tain Dougan. Many perfons had been rob- — 
bed, and had their property otherwife injured 
by their predatory excurfions s—indeed the — 
whole colony was difturbed, and, from the in- { 
ereafing number of thefe fanguinary hordes, 
was threatened with eventual deftruction. It — 
was therefore refolved that a body of troops © 
fhould be fent into the woods to fearch for — 
their places of refort, and to endeavour to fub- | 
due or exterminate them. A party of the — 
Dutch foldiers of the garrifon was, accord- | 
ingly, equipped for this duty; and marched 7 
in due military order into the foreft. 


But this was not the fpecies of force 
ealculated for fuch an expedition: and from” 
not having obferved all the minute precautions ~ 
required, in this new and hazardous kind of 
warfare, they were furprized and defeated by ' 
the negroes; and very few of the foldiers © 
efcaped with their lives—mof of them being — 


killed, and their fealps, or bodies, fixed againth 
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the trees, to ferve as an example of what others 
_had to expect who fhould venture on a fimilar 
expedition *,” 


The government and the colonifts having 
difcovered, from this fatal experience, that the 
-Buth negroes were more formidable than had 
been expected ; and finding that regular Eu- 
ropean troops were not the beft fitted for 
this kind of fervice, raifed a corps of ne~ 
‘proes from among the moft faithful of the 
flaves; and alfo engaged in their interef a 
party of Indians from the woods, who, happily 
for the planters, hold the Buth negroes in great 
abhorrence. 


Well provided and equipped, this fecond 
expedition, commanded as above-mentioned, 
feparated into two parties, and boldly advanced 
into the wood to form a combined attack, 
Upon their march they paffed the dead bodies 
of the Dutch foldiers tied to the trees at the 
fides of a narrow path. Not deterred by this 


* Upon this occafion- one of the officers was carried 
out of the wood by a faithful flave, who, afterwards, Te- 
fufed to accept his freedom as areward ; and only begged 
to have.a filyer medal to wear on days-of feftival. 
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horrid example, they proceeded onward; having 
the fagacious Indians on their flanks; by whole 
acutenefs and penetration they difcovered the 
various fituations, where the different com- 
panies of the Brigands had taken up their re- 
fidence, and, by well concerted attacks, defeat- 
ed and routed them wherefoever they met 
them. Asan encouragement to the able and 
new raifed troops, a premium was offered 
for every right hand of a Bufh negro that 
fhould be brought in; and when they re- 
turned from the expedition, they appeared 
with feventy black arms difplayed upon the 
points of their bayonets, caufing a very fingular 
and fhocking fpeCtacle to the beholders, ‘Vhree 
hundred guilders each had been fixed as the 
price, but it was found neceflary to reduce the 
premium, left the flaves fhould kill their pri- 
foners, or even deftroy each other to ob- 
tain it. 


The exertion and fatigue required in fuch 
an expedition cannot well be conceived by 
thofe who are accuftomed only to regular and 
fyftematic warfare: nor is it probable that 
fuch a fervice could have been fupported in 
this climate by European foldiers. In addi- 
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tion to all the difficulties of making their way 
through the unknown and almoft impene- 
trable woods, they knew not where to find 
the enemy’s pofts; and were, at every minute, 
liable to be fallen upon by furprize. 


At firft entering the Buth, the march 
was continued to a great diftance, nearly 
knee-deep in water; and when further ad- 
vanced, the troops had to fcramble through 
the thickets ; or follow each other by a confin- 
ed path in Indian file ; and, after the haraffing 
march of the day, to lie down at night, on the 
bare ground, under the trees—the officers fuf- 
pending their hammocks from bough to bough 
in the open air. They had, moreover to 
carry the whole of their provifions, arms, 
ammunition, and every other neceflary requir- 
ed for the fuccefs of the expedition, upon their 
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But for the affiftance given by the Indians, 
the brigands had probably never been fubdu- 
ed; perhaps not found! The expertnefs of 
thefe men, in uch a purfuit, is peculiar, and 
beyond all that could be imagined, by thofe 
-who live in crowded fociety, T hey not only 
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hear founds in the woods, which are impercep- 
tible to others, but judge, with furprifing accu- 
racy, of the diftance and direftion from — 
whence they proceed. The pofition ofa fal- 
len leaf, or the bending ofa bramble, too flight 
to be noticed by an European eye, conveys 
to them certain intelligence refpeG@ing the — 
route taken by thofe whom they purfue. From f 
conftant practice and obfervation, their organs 
of fenfe become highly improved, and they 
hear with an acutenefs, and fee with a preci- 
fon truly furprifing to thofe who are unac- 
quainted with their habits, and their vigilance. ¥ 
With fuch guides, the expedition moved in } 
confidence, and was conduéted in fafety. Se- 
yen encampments of the brigands were difco- K 
yered and completely routed ; fome of which ‘ 
had exifted during fifteen years, concealed in a 
the profoundeft gloom of the foreit. x 


The following was the mode ufually ob- 
ferved in eftablifhing thefe places of refidence 
and refort. Having fixed upon the fpot moft — 
convenient for their purpofe, a circular piece — 4 
of ground 1 was cleared of its wood, and, in the 
centre of this, they built huts, and formed the — 
encampment, planting round about the build- — 
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ings, oranges, bananas, plantains, yams, eddoes, 
and other kinds of provifions ; thus, in addition 
to the trees of the foreft, procuring themfelves 
further concealment by the plantations which 
gave them food. The eddoes were found in 
great plenty, and had feemed to conftitute 

their principal diet, Round the exterior of 
the circular {pot was cut a deep and wide ditch, 
which, being filled with water, and ftuck, at 
the fides and bottom, with fharp pointed ftakes, 
ferved as a formidable barrier of defence. The 
path acrofs this ditch was placed two or three 
feet below the furface, and wholly concealed 
from the eye by the water being always thick 
and muddy. Leaves were ftrewed, and ftep- 
pings, fimilar in their kind, made to the edges 
of the ditch, at various parts, as a precaution, 
to deceive any who might approach, refpec- 
ing the real fituation of the path. But the 
proper place of crofling was found out by the 
acutenefs of the Indians, who foon difcovered 
that to attempt to pafs at any other part, was to 
be empaled alive. 


\ 


It was found that the Brigands had eight 
of thefe encampments, or points of; rendezvous 
in the woods, one of which is fuppofed ftill 
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to remain undifcovered. After much fatigue 
in endeavoring tofind it, the fearch was relin- 
quithed, in the idea that fome of the prifoners, 
either by indulgence or torture, would be in- 
duced to make it known: but this expecta 
tion has only led to difappointment. All the 
means ufed have failed, and the prifoners, 
faithful to, their caufe, have fuffered torture 
and death without betraying their foreft-affoci- 
ates. 


The cruel feverities inflicted upon thefe 
miferable blacks have been fuch as you will 
fearcely believe could have been fuggefted or 
practifed by any well- ordered government ; 
for, however ftrongly punifhment, was merit- 
ed, the refinement of torture with which it 
was executed ought never to have been tolerat- 
ed in any ftate profeffing to be civilized. 
Humanity fhudders at the bare recital of it. 


Moft of the ring-leaders were taken, and 
brought to Stabroek, where they were after- 
wards tried and executed, the majority of 
them fuffering with a degree of fortitude and 
heroifm worthy a better caufe. One in parti- 
cular, named Amfterdam, fupported the ex- 
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treme of punifhment with a firmnefs truly 
aftonifhing. He was fubjected to the moft 
fhocking torture, in order to compel him to 
give information regarding the remaining en- 
campment—but in vain! He defpifed the 
fevereft fuffering, and nothing could induce 
him to betray his late companions, or to make 
known their yet undifcovered retreat. 

"He was fentenced to be burnt alive, firft 
having the flefh torn from his limbs with red- 
hot pincers; and in order to render his pur 
nithment ftill more terrible, he was compel- 
led to fit by, and fee thirteen others broken - 
and hung; and then, in being conducted to_ 
execution, was made to walk over the thirteen 
dead bodies of his comrades. Being faftened 
toan iron-ftake, furrounded with the confum- 
ing pile, which was about to be illumined, 
he regarded the by-ftanders with all the com- 
placency of heroic fortitude, and exhibiting 
the moft unyielding courage, refolved that all 
the torture ingenuity or cruelty might invent 
fhould not extort from him a fingle groan ; 
nor afyllable that could jn any way impeach 

his friends. 
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With the firft pair of pincers, the execu. 


tioner tore the flefh from one of his arms. The 
fudden infli@tion of pain caufed him to recede, 
in a flight degree, from the irons; and he 
drew. in his breath, as if to form it into a figh, 
but he inftantly recovered himfelf—his coun- 
tenance upbraided him, and he manifeftly took 
fhame for having betrayed even the flighteft 
fenfe of fuffering—then, refuming more, if 
poffible, than his former compofure, he patient- 


ly waited the approach of the next irons, and, 


on thefe being brought towards him, he fted- 
faftly caft his eye upon them, inclined a little 
forward, and with an unfhaken firmnefs of 
countenance, deliberately met their burning 
grafp! From that moment he fhewed himfelf 
capable of defpifing the fevereft pain. Nota 
feature was afterwards difturbed, and he pre- 
ferved a degree of compofure implying abfolute 
contempt of torture and of death. 


Finally, when the deftructive pile was 
fet in lames, his .body fpun round the iron 


ftake, with the mouth open, until his head fell © 


back, and life was extinguifhed. I am told, 
by a gentleman who had the melancholy 
tafk to attend the execution, that the moft 


a 
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horrid fteach continued, for many hours, to 
iffue from the roafting-body, and was extreme- 
fy offenfive throughout the town, penetrating 
fo ftrongly into the houfes to leeward, as to 
make many perfons fick, and prevent them 
from taking food during the remainder of the 
day. 3 


The condu& of this negro furnithes a 
firiking example of the powers of the human 


mind in fubduing our bodily fufferings, and | 


might feem, even, to corroborate the doétrine 
which maintains that all pain is ideal, 


Another of the chiefs, or captains, who 
was taken, is ftill in confinement at the fort, 


under fentence of death. His execution has. - 


been delayed in the hope of learning, from 
him, the fituation of the yet remaining en- 
campment ; but, hitherto, to no purpofe; and 
from his prefent condua, it may be expected 
that he will die as relentlefs and inflexible as 
his comrade Amfterdam. 
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PEPEER XVI. 


Defeription of mE and furniture occupied by the medical fag 
at La Bourgade. Entertainment given to fome gentlemen 
of the navy. Provifion-excurfions, Arrangements cor 
cerning prize-money. Benefit and importance of mufquite 
curtains. Stability of temperature, and of the breexe in 
Guiana. Singular application made to the author for ax 
appointment in the medical department. 


La Bourgade, May ar. 


J nave before informed you that the barrack 
allotted to the medical officers 1s a very com- 
modious houfe, fituated near to the hofpital ; 
but I gave you no account of the furniture ; 


nor did I defcribe to you what we here efteem _ : 


a comfortable dwelling. Let me, therefore, 
tell you that our manfion is built wholly of 
wood, and is of the fimpleft conftruction. 
Being fet upon low pillars, it is fo raifed from 
the ground as to leave fufficient {pace for 
dogs and {mall pigs to pafs under it. Chim- 
nies and fire places are not required. The 
windows are naked holes in the wooden fides, 
and are neither clofed with plate glafs, nor 
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well-fitted fafhes, but hung with heavy fhutters 
on the outfide, to protect us in time of rain. 
No fine ftucco plafters the walls, nor are the 
rooms hung with rich paper or tapeftry. No 
painted cloth, nor foft carpet fpreads the floor, 
nor do any rich cornices, or figured plafter- 
ings decorate the cieling. Above, below, and 
at the fides, all is plain wood: the walls, the 
cielings, andthe floorsare alike of naked boards; 
many of them fo joined together as to allow 
free admiffion to air and light. Sitting in the 
parlour, we fee through the openings into the 
bed-room above; and to the pigs routing 
below. The roof is alfo of wood, and open 
to the bed-chambers, which are hung only. 
with the well-fpun tapeftry ........ of in- 
duftrious fpiders. An old bench, or form, 
with three or four-chairs of rough wood, and 
a coarfe deal board, laid upon a pair of crofs 
legs by way of table, complete the furniture. 


Thus accommodated, you will be amufed 
to hear that, we have had company to vifit us 
at our dinner table. Ladies! did you afk: 
No, not ladies! but a party from one of his 
majefty’s fhips of war, who were led, by cu- 
riofity, to fee how the * foldier- officers,” (as 
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they term the gentlemen of the army) weté 
accommodated on fhore. They did not ex« 
prefs themfelves violently envious of our 
comforts ; but were much diverted in forming 
conjectures what might have been the remarks 
of fome of our friends in luxurious London, 
could they have glanced an eye upon our 
humble banquet, and the general order of our 
manege. A piece of hard falt beef graced 
one end of the table, a heavy lump of falt 


pork ‘the other, and falt-meat foup fupplied. 


the place of the rich plateau in the middle. 
Such is our daily repaft, and fuch was our 
feaft; for we gave to our vifitors the moft 
fumptuous fare of the larder. Frefh animal 
provifions are dainties we can very feldom 
procure, and indeed, were it not for the daily 
allowance dealt out to us by government, we 
fhould be confined to a diet of yams and plan- 
tains, likethe flaves. During the paflage from 


England, and while we were lying at Barba- , 


does, we difregarded our falt allowance, nor 
did we, till now, comprehend the high value 
of agovernment ration; but it is here become 
of the greateft importance, and forms, to us, 
as well ag to the foldiers, the principal fupply. 
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We often difpatch negroes to the diftant 
plantations upon the coaft, or the borders of 
the river, in fearch of fowls, ducks, roafting. 
pigs, or any other frefh provilions ; s but they 
fo commonly return empty handed, that we 
have been led to fufpe& them of idlenefs or 
_negle€t, and have been induced to make the 
experiment ourfelves, by going in a boat to 
different eftates up the river, with a view of 
purchafing poultry or other ftock. But we 
have been equally unfuccefsful; fometimes 
- failing altogether, and at others procuring only 
a fingle chicken, or a roafting pig to ferve a 
mefs of fix perfons for the week. It hap- 
pened one week that we met with a whole 
litter of young roafters to the number of fix, 
when-we thought ourfelves in high good for- 
tune; but as we had no convenient means of 
keeping them fat or in condition, we were 
unable to economize the ufe of them, and 
from eating pig, pig, pig, every day till they 
were all confumed, together with the accident 
of our black and flupid cook, occafionally 
leaving a little favoury ftufing within, we 
were not only in danger of growing into 
porkers ourfelves, but became fo entirely fati- 
ated with pig as to make it extremely doubt- 
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fal whether we fhall ever be able to éat it 
again. | 


Beef, veal, and mutton are luxuries be- 
yond our reach. This colony does not fupply 
them in fufficient quantity for its ordinary 
-confumption : we do not therefore expect 
them, except ‘by way of an occafional feaft. 
The great additional demand for frefh pro- 


vifions, fince our arrival, has likewile taken 


‘off all the furplus of fmaller ftock, and left- 


fearcely a fpare duck or a chicken in the colony. 
In one of our. provifion-hunting excur- 
fions to the weftern coaft, we had the good 


fortune to fall-in with Captain Dougan, whom 
we found refiding there, in command of the | 


remnant of the black corps, which was raifed 
. laft year for the expedition againft the Buth 
negroes. From this gentleman we expefi- 
enced every mark of polite and hofpitable 
attention. In our converfation we difcovered 
that he was the fon of the gentleman I had 
feen at “ Profit; and, on his learning that 
I had vifited his father, we were at once old 
acquaintances. But this was not -required 
to call forth the captain’s hofpitality, for he 


ee 
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bad previoully infifted upon our dining, and 
padling the remainder of the day with him ; 
and.he gave us an-excellent dinner, and plenty. 
of good wines, with the; moft cordial welcome. 
Caflada cake. and -roafted plantains were, 
ferved .inftead of bread, and with our fowls 
we had, .a fauce prepared from. the caflada 
juice,, which. lofes. its poifonous, quality. by. 
boiling and evaporation, and becomes’ fome- 
what like the effence ufed under the name of 
Peo cilia: 
Dcieed qpany a2 are atte invitations to 
repeat our vifit; had. our beat loaded with fruit, 
ceca; it t might be acceptable, ; “The eftate 
was rich i in oranges. and plantains,” beyond all 
we had, wilited 5 and fo univerfally. were the 
fields interfeded, with, rows of fruit trees, that 
whichever, path, we purfued, the eye looked 
down. a fine, avenue. Joadeds and gellar with 
fruit, ORE CF CS 
#18 Seamer tenner He Ng 
lately been called apon: to give in-a return ‘of 
the officers of thé hofpital-ftaf entitled to 
VOL. Il. § 
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prize-money, in erder to enable the agents to 
make the neceflary arrangement for the diftri- 
bution of the property. This would feem to 
augur favorably : at all events it is fatisfactory 
to have our claim eftablifhed, and to fee things 
placed in-an equitable train ; but we are not 
fo fanguine as to expect our fhares thus foon, 
fhould we be fortunate enough to “receive 
them at all™. RAE SBP 


You will be pleafed to hear that although 
we are ftill fadly annoyed with mufquitoes 
during the day and ‘the evening, our nights 
are paffed, at our new home, in all of reft and 
éomfort. In Carlifle Day, and at Stabroek, — 
notwithftanding that I'flept with the door and 
windows open, I always felt heated and reft- 
fefs in bed ;' and, too commonly, rofe with a 
painful and fpotted fkin in the morning. At 
La Bourgade I am free from thefe inconveni- 
ences, and it were difficult to imagine the great — 
and genuine comfort I derive from pafling my | 
nights in reft and compofure. I lie upon a 
hard mattrefs, without any bedding under it, 


’® It has beem already remarked, that not the {mallet 
divifiom of this prize-money has yet been fhared by the 


captors. 
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covered only with a thin cotton fheet, and 
protected by my friendly and moft valued 
mufquito curtain. Even with the door and 
windows fhut, I can reft without feeling my- 
felf unpleafantly heated; and, furrounded 
‘with my netting, I quietly regard the hoft of 
mufquitoes and other infeés buzzing about 
me, without the fear of their difturbing my 
repofe, 


Lying thus in coolnefs and fecurity, after 
the difturbed and unpleafant nights of late 
weeks, 1 do verily enjoy my bed as a great 
luxury. Inftead of rifing wearied by reftle{s- 
nefs, and exhaufted by excefs of heat, I now 
quit my pillow, in the morning, refrethed, and 
recruited for the bufy round of the day. 


From the fituation of thefe colonies with 
re{pect to the {un and the ocean, and from the _ 
territory being a continued flat, we are {carcely 
ever without a free and fteady breeze, which 
creates an equable temperature, and: renders 
the climate peculiarly uniform. At fix in the 
morning the thermometer is ufually between 
74 and 77 degrees, and at noon it has feldom 
varied more than from 81 to 84 degrees. It 
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being now the wet feafon, much rain corm 


monly falls during the night ; and, frequently © 


very heavy fhowers in the courfe of the day ; 
fuch ‘as quickly find their way through all the 
garments of thofe who happen to be expofed 
to them, for the heavieit thunder ftorms of 
England are fearcely fufficient to vive you an 


idea of their force and rapidity, - ia 


As 1am to commune with you upon all 
fubjets, and all occurrences, [ may tell you 


ll ies ail eo igo he 


that a few days ago I received a very fingular 


and unexpected vifit from a dirty-looking, ill- 


dreffed man, who was an entire flranger to — 


me ; and who, ftalking abruptly into the room, 


addreffed himfelf to me, faying, without any © 
preliminary falutation, **I am juft called to fee — 
you, then afked if ‘ the flaves ftill remained © 
upon the eftate ;” and, following up his quef- 
tions, without waiting for any reply, went on © 


to a train of interrogatories, defiring to know 
“if othe army wanted a dogtor”’—very /- 


berally: tendering his. fervices, provided he 


could obtain a good appointment.”—Had his 
abilities. been confummate ‘as ‘his aflurance; 
he might have been a. valuable acquifition to 
us; but, as appearances did not exactly be- 


201 
{peak this, I had only to bow, in humble re- 
gret that we had no appointment adequate to 
his merits, and to lament that we could not 
avail ourfelves of the diftinguifhed honor 
he had intended the department, | 


Ss 3 


262 


LETTER. XVIL 


Author's duties lead him tothe colony of Berbifche. Eftablifbes 
a comparative inquiry refpecting the difeafed appearances 
after different diforders, with aview to afcertain what are 
the changes produced by yellow fever. The more robu/t 
moft liable to be deftroyed by the fever of the climate. An ex- 
ample in the fuperintending cook at the hofpital. Execu- 
tion of a Bufb Negro. Public punifoment of a party of 
blacks. Unjuft punifbment of a Negro Carpenter. 


Demarara, May 25, 


"Tue hofpital at La Bourgade being now efta- 
blifhed, and placed under proper regulations 
for the accommodation of the fick, I fhall pro- 
‘ceed, without delay, to the fettlement of Ber- 
bifche in order to make the neceflary hofpital 
arrangements for that colony. 


It grieves me very fincerely to be able 
to tell you, that we are likely to have an am~- 
ple opportunity of profecuting our inquiries 
refpecting the ftate of the vifcera after yellow 
fever ; but in order that we may not be de- 
ceived by appearances, we purpole, likewife, to 
examine the bodies of thofe who may he de- 
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ftroyed by other maladies, whereby we fhall he | 
enabled to judge more accurately what are the 
real changes induced by that difeale. 


To offer you any details upon this fub- 
jet would not only be premature, but foreign 
to my prefent purpofe. Suffice it therefore to 
know that we fhall avail ourfelves of the occa- 
fions which may occur, and that in number 
they promife infinitely to exceed our withes. 
Among the late fufferers we have had the mil- 
- fortune to lofe our fuperintending cook, at the 
hofpital. THe was aman of peculiar ftrength, 
yoice, and appetite. The fick on board-fhip 
ufed to complain that he ate up almoft the 
«whole of their food : when he f{pake, his voice 
was as the roaring of thunder ; and in point of 
mufcular ftrength, he was quite Herculean. 
The attack was fevere,and he quickly fell a 
facrifice, experiencing all the inveterate fymp- 
toms of the fever, with the exception only, of 
the yellownefs of the fkin,—that uncertain 
mark from which the name of the difeafe hae 
been, erroneoully, taken. The diforder was 
éarly marked with uncommon reftlefsnelfs and 
anxiety, an indefcribable fenfation at the region | 
of the ftomach, and an almoft inceflant vomit= 
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ing of a black fluid refembling the ae ath éf 
coffee. 


Among the diftrefsfulfcenes it has lately 
been my lot to witnefs, I may tell you, that a 
few mornings ago, I chanced to be at Stabroek 
at the time of the execution of the captain of 
the Bufh Negroes whom I mentioned to you 
in a former letter. He died faithful to his 
caufe, and no information could be obtained 
from him regarding the encampment Rill re- 
maining in the woods. He was fentenced to 
be fufpended by the neck for a fhort time, and 
then taken down, while yet alive, to have his 
head fevered from his body. The executioner 
was a negro, who, without any feelings of 
| compunion, or of forrowfor his countryman, 
~ exulted in the adroitnefs with which he took 
‘off the head ata fingle blow. 


After the execution I fat a fhort time 
with the officers, at the barrack of the goth 
regiment ; when another painful fcene was ex- 
hibited to our obfervation, in the flogging of 
-aparty of negroes, before the fifcal’'s door, 
upon the peels {treet. 
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Upon one of them being releafed from the 
ftakes, to which he had been tied down, with 
his face to the earth, during his punithment, 
I thought that I recognized his features, and on 
going out to afcertain the faa, 1 difcovered 
him to be one of the carpenters, who had been 
fet apart to work, under my direétions, at che 
hofpital. It happened, too, that he had dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by his induftry, and was the 
man with whom I had moft converfed, on ac- 
‘count of his fpeaking Englifh, and being able 
to explain my inftructions to his fellow-work~ 
men. 


You will believe that I felt an intereft 
regarding him, and that I was anxious to learn 
by what offence he had brought upon himfelf 
the fevere punifhment we had witnefled. To 
this end, in company with Major Say and 
other officers, I followed the poor bleeding 
man to his home, where we learned that the 
alleged crime for which he had been punifhed 


ftriking a white man; although in fa&t 

it appeared to have been a refufal to get up 

from his bed, at g o’clock at night, to work for 

a white inhabitant of the town, after labouring 

at the hofpital during the whole of the day, 
| | S | 


was 
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It was further hinted by thofe about him, that 
fomething: of pique or prejudice, on account 
_of the poor man exprefling himfelf pleafed 
with his employment at the Britith hofpital, 
might poffibly have operated in deafening the © 
ear of juftice againft him. | 


v te i 


Thefe circumftances gave additional in- 
tereft to his cafe, and we felt ourfelves called a 
upon, no lefs by humanity, than inclination, — 
to afcertain the truth of it ;and ifthe poor man ~ 
had been unjuftly punifhed, to endeavor to © 
bring the authors of it to fhame. ie q 


A Dutchman who happened to.be prefent 4 
at the time we were making inquiries, in the © 
carpenter's fhop to which the negro belonged, 
told us, with an air of confidence, that he had | 
been punished for firiking Jim, and. cutting — 
his elbow with a /arge chiffel ; fhewing us the © 
very chiffel with which the wound had been © 
made, and the precife fpot whereon it had | 
happened, at the fame time exhibiting his arm. 
fupported in-a fling. All this being focircum-_ 
ftantially ftated, four of us, Major Say, the fur- — 
geon of the ggth., another officer and myfelf, 
begged to fee this frightful wound which had 
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been cut in the elbow: fome objections were 
offered on the ground. of difturbing the dref= 
fings, unfewing the bandages and the like: 
but as Mr. Blackader promifed to replace all 
thefe in fit order, we perhifted in the requeft ; 
and the Dutchman finding that we were ur- 
‘gent, and rather inclined to be peremptory, at 
length fubmitted: but the coat was faid to fit 
inconveniently tight; the fhirt fleeve to be. 
tied in a hard knot, and other little difficulties 
and delays were thrown in the way. Still 
we determined to fubdue them all; and when, 
at laft, we fucceeded, lo! inftead es the many 
bandages, and complex dreflings we had been 
taught to expea&t, we could neither find a 
plafter, nor the wound. Inftead of a deep cut 
from a chiffel, a flight bruife only appeared 
upon the elbow, the fkin being neither cut, nor 
broken. This feemed to ftrengthen our fufpi- 
cions that the poor flave had been unfairly 
treated ; and by profecuting the inquiry we 
learned the following hiftory. 


~The Dutchman had gone to the carpen- 
ter’s fhop in the evening in fearch, of a car-~ 
penter to do fome work at a houfe in the town; 
and finding this negro fleeping in the room 
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over the workthop, infifted upon his getting up 
to go with him. The poor fellow pleaded 
that it was night, that he had toiled through 
the whole of the day, and further that he was 
ordered by the commandant to work only at 
the hofpital until that was completed. ‘The 


Dutchman, neverthelefs, infifted upon his 


going. The flave unhappily refufed. Words 
enfued; and the white man, feizing the black 
by the hair of his head, dragged him down 
into the workfhop ; where; in the fcuffie, the 
Dutchman happened to receive a bruife of the | 
elbow. | 8 | 


The following morning a complaint was — 
made to a public officer, high in power, ftating ‘ 
that the negro had ftruck the Dutchman, and 
wounded him; and it being an offence utterly 
unpardonable for a black man, under any cits 
cumftances, to lift his hand againft a white one, 
the poor flave, without further inquiry, was 
fentenced to receive the punifhment we had 
witneiled. 


We could not feel fatisfied that the pror 
ceedings had been conduéted with a due regard 
. to juftice, and therefore we waited upon the 
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petfon who had decreed the punithment, to 
inquire further into the merits of it; and were 
told:by him, that the negro had been punifhed 
“ for ftriking a white man, with a heavy flick, 
andia large nail in it, and therewith cutting a 
deep wound in his elbow.” As this account 
‘differed from that of the Dutchman himfelf, 
we afked this man of power, if the fentence 
had been pronounced barely upon the man’s 
own report. Certainly not,*he replied ; | the 
depofition was further fanQioned by the tef- 
timony of four refpedtable witneffes: who ap- 
peared in evidence, having feen the negro: ftrike 
the white man with the great ape witle a’ great 
pa in it. it elo 


Wet then ufed ‘the freedom of afking if 
he had taken the trouble to lock at this wound. | 
ed elbow him/elf- “He had, he faid, “ and a 
fad cut it was.” Had we not. been’ ftricken 
dumb with the reply, we might have'exclaim- 
ed, “ Alas! unhappy blacks ! what hope have 
ye of juftice, if not only ‘private,’ but alfo 
public punifhments be thus awarded.”’ 

-~ As foon ‘as our furprife and indignation 
would permit, we informed this maa of ju/fice 


270 


that four of us had minutely examined this 
frightful cut of the elbow, and that, with all 
our eight eyes ftrained as wide as they could 
ftare, we had not even been able to difcover 
the wound ; adding, for his further informa- 
tion, that the Dutchman had, himfelf, affured 
us that it was cut with a large chiffel:. but 
that, in fa& it had neither been cut with a 
chiffel, nor with a nail in a ftick, nor cut at 
all ; being only a flight bruife which had pro- 
bably happened in the ftruggle, when the 
Dutchman was pulling about the negro by the 
hair of his -head. We alfo ventured to add 
that the whole tale of this mighty wound was 
a {candalous impofition; and the punifhment 
which had been inflicted upon the negro a 
grofs injuftice. We then appealed to this 
arbitrary guardian of the laws, very earneftly 
demanding whether, in juftice to the injured 
negro, to the public, and to himfelf, who had 
been thus. deceived and impofed upon, he 
would not feel it incumbent upon ‘him to in- 
Ritute an inquiry regarding the fac, and to 
have the cruel wretch, and his four, perjured 
witnefles, feverely punifhed—but of courfe we 
made no remark upon his having feen. the fad 
cut in the elbow zzth bis own eyes ! Whe- 
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ther from feeling himfelf implicated, or from — 
a reluctance arifing fromiany other caufe, this 
great officer of juffice did not feem to be of 
accord with our fentiments upon the fubject ; 
but endeavored to divert us from the queftion | 
by expatiating upon the high necefhity of | 
holding flaves in fubjeGtion, and the great 
danger and impolicy of overlooking, in any 
inftance, the crime of their lifting the hand 
againft a white man. We readily conceded 
to him that upon the prefent fyftem—it was 
ftrongly neceflary to be tenacious of the pri- 
vileges aflumed, but we could never agree that 
it was either juft or wife, to punifh a poor 
unproteéted man upon the falfe accufation of 
a fet of perjured wretches, merely becaufe 
Nature had covered him with a black fkin, 
and them with a white one; nor that it was 
fit not to expofe fuch wanton malice to public 
fhame, whenever the falfehood and injuftice 
of the teftimony fhould be detected ; there- 
fore, pledging ourfelves to appear in evidence, 
whenever called upon, we left the office ob- 
taining a promife from this man of power, 
to inflitute an inquiry, and to have juftice 
doge to the poor injured _flave ! 
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Whether our endeavors in’ his Behalf 
may be crowned with fuccefs, is extremely 
doubtful, but the unhappy hiftory of our car- 
penter’s punifhment will convey to you fome 
‘idea of the ‘kind of juftice to be expected by 
flaves. The alleged offender is not heard in mi- 
tigation, nor are any of his colour admitted in 
evidence, although they might be able wholly 
to difprove the charge; hence, whenever a 
white man is-bafe enough to perjure: himfelf 
in accufation, the flave can have no hope of 
efcaping from punifhment. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Author embarks on board a Commiffariat floop to proceed from 
Demarara to Berbifche. Expeéts to complete the paffage 
in a few hours, but is detained at fea four days and nights, 
deprived of almoft every neceffary and every comfort. Des 
Seription of the Voltigeur and its accommodations. The — 
cabin a wretched hole of filth and vermin. Its furni- 
ture. Lhe library. Expedition of paffengers in the boat. 
Various and tormenting delays. . The captain enraged and 
intemperate. View at the opening of the Berbifche river. 
Happy fenfations on arriving at Fort William Frederic. 


Berbifche, May 31. 


Exprcrine a paffage of only a few hours to 
this colony, I left Demarara the day after 
writing to you my laft letter, on board a {mall 
veflel which I had not feen previous to em- 
barking for the voyage ; and which offered no 
accommodation but that of being bound di- 
rect to the place of my deftination. This, in- 
deed, feemed to be all that was required, for 
I was aiflured both on fhore, and when I 
arrived on board, that, in lefs than twenty- 
four hours, we should be at Berbifche. But, 
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confiftent with fie uncertainties to which I ‘4 
am always doomed, whenever my perfon is 


entrufted to the fickle ocean, this fhort paf- 


fage, from a multitude of adverfe circumftances, — 


wzs extended to a fadly tedious voyage; and, 
in many refpects, the moft comfortlefs and 


difagreeable I have known. Inftead of a few ~ 
hours only, we were four long days at fea. i 
A minute detail of the progrefs of each fuc- 


ceflive day may, perhaps, be as tedious to you 
as the voyage has been to me: yet, to fay, 


merely, that we were four days making a © 


£ 


paflage of only a few leagues, would convey © 


to you no idea of the extreme difcomfort, and 
the various and multiplied annoyances to 
which I was expofed. Let me, therefore, 
give you the particulars in my own way, 


and, if it feemeth meet, you may take as many 


days to read the hiftory of the voyage as. we 


did to make it; and then if you pleafe, you © 


may commit it, as I would gladly have done 
the veffel in which it was written... . to 
the flames. 


At eight o’clock on the morning of the 
26th inft., | embarked on-board the above ~ 


floop to proceed from Fort William Frederic, 


. ” 
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at the mouth of the Demarara river, to Fort 
‘St. Andrew, at the entrance of the river Ber- 
bifche. The veffel was employed by the 
Commiffariat, to convey ftores and provifions 
to the garrifon. She was named Voltigeur, 
and if the term was meant to imply a rolling 
and tumbling veffel, in oppofition to every 
thing of fpeed or expedition, it, furely, could 
not have been more corre€tly applied, for never 
did an unwieldy cafk move more heavily on 
the water. | | 


Quite unexpectedly I met with five other 
paffengers on board, to all of whom I was an 
entire flranger. I thought myfelf fortunate 
‘in having procured three {mall chickens, and 
a falted pig’s face, with fome fruit and vegeta- 
bles, as my fhare of ftock for the voyage; and 
which, I was told by my friends on fhore, who 
had often made the paflage, was an ampie fup- 
ply, it being probable that I fhould not have 
to remain more than a fingle day on board. 
The other gentlemen, having more confidence, 
than myfelf, in the wind, the fea, and the Vol- 
tigeur, had embarked without provifions or 
. ftores of any kind, 
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The anchor was weighing when I ar- 
rived on board, I, therefore, had fcarcely any 
opportunity of fecing my fellow paflengers 
before we were under fail; nor had I time to 
become at all acquainted with them ere I was 
compelled to retreat, and to hide myfelf from 
their fociety ; for, as ufual, my head became 
fenfible of the fea-motion before we had well 
efcaped from the river, and my ftomach fym- 
pathifing, violent ficknefs feized me, and I was 
compelled to hurry to bed. 


Till now I had taken no thought regard~- 
ing either cabin or couch, the fhortnefs of the 
voyage, and the warm and fteady temperature 
of the climate had fuperfeded all concern re- 
fpecting a birth for the night—every accom- 
modation being affured to me by {fitting upon 
' deck, or lying down in the open air. The 
ills of noon, and the unaccommodating nature 
of the Voltigeur had no fhare in my calcula- 
tions. But I now difcovered that no relief 
to the prefent fufferings could be had upon’ 
deck. To fit up was impofflible, the violence 
of the reaching being altogether infupportable, 
and, as the veflel offered no protecting fhade, 
to lie down upon the deck, expofed to the full 
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power of a burning fun, was to invite almoft 

certain difeafe; and, further, as there were no 

- quarter-boards, nor any other defence at the 
fides of the floop, I muft have been every mo- ~ 

ment in danger of being rolled overboard into 

‘the fea. 


‘Under thefe circumftances I was driven 
to feek fhelter in the cabin, fuch as it might 
chance to be; and, to this end, I was con- 
ducted to a kind of trap-door in the quarter- 
deck, called a hatch-way; and, the hatch being 
lifted off, a dark hole below was pointed out 
to me as the cabin, and the only place where | 
~Tcould recline-my aching head, or hope relief 
for my fickened ftomach. Subdued by the 
_ deprefling languor of naufea, I was too ill to 
hefitate ;—to lie down was my only care. A 
death-like ficknefs impelled me on; and, un- 
aflifted by ftairs-or ladder, 1 dropped myfelf, 
by means of my trembling arms, down the 
opening into this murky cell. My feet were 
quickly arrefted by the old chefts, and other 


lumber {cattered about this filthy place, which 


was not of fufficient depth to admit of my 
{tanding upright, without being half out at 
the hatch-way ; neither was there room to fit 


at, 


278 


down, nora chair, nor ftool to reft upon—~ 
hence it only remained to me to crawl upon 
my hands and knees over the loote chefts and 
barrels to the fartheft extent of the cabin, and 
there throw myfelf into a wooden birth fixed 
at the fide; which I found too {hort to admit 
of the full extenfion of my perfon, and too 
“near the planks of the deck above, to allow 
of my remaining in any but an extended 
pofture. . 


Still the annihilating naufea I fuffered 
rendering me infenfible to all other ills, I 
folded myfelf up, as well as the fhértnefs and 
narrowneis of my contracted birth would al- 
low, and affuming, as nearly as | could, the 
horizontal! pofition, fought only to efcape from 
the difireffing ficknefs that overpowered me: 
nor was it until this had fomewhat abated that 


I difcovered the horrors of the contracted 


dungeon into which I had crawled. Darknefs 
and naufea had concealed from me, not only 
the limited extent, but the many other ills of 
this wretched hole. At a moment when the 
all-concealing Gcknefs had a little fubfided, a 


failor with alight in his hand, dropped through © 


the opening by which I had ‘poergitals It 


it 


| 
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were impoffible to defcribe the fenfations I 
experienced upon difcovering the fcene which 
now opened to me. The execrable neft in 
which 1 was lying was not fimply crowded 
and confined, beyond all that the annoyances 
I had felt had Jed me to fufpe@, but it was a 
tout enferble of naftinefs, that defies all de- 
feription. Words can only convey to you, a 
faint idea of the dirty and abominable place, 
‘in which, for four long;days, fick and without 
food, I had to live. 


_ This horrid cell, called a cabin, was only 
fix feet long, feven wide, and four in depth; 
and was further contracted to lefs than half 
its dimenfion, by the loofe old chefts, and 
-worm-eaten coffers flanding on the deck be- 
low; the thick fheets of cobwebs fufpended 
from the deck above; and the crowd of filthy 
ornaments hanging on all fides. ‘To fit or to 
~ftand appeared impoffible; fcarcely, indeed, 
was there room to lie down, or to breathe. 
- Not only was I fhocked to fee the noxious 
den I was in, but was puzzled to conjeCture 
how I could have fteered my paflage to the 
birth, where I was lying. Both the entrance 
tothe cabin, and the path I had travelled to 
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my couch were fuch as I could only have 
paffed during the infenfibility of a fevere fit 
of naufea. Defcending from the hatch-way 
above, I muft have alighted upon a heap of 
unfixed trunks and coffers, at the rifk of my 
legs being jammed between them; then I had 
to crawl, upon my hands and knees, over the 
old unfteady lumber, breaking my way through 
filth-thickened cobwebs, at the hazard ofbeing 
entangled in the ftrong net-work of gigantic 
fpiders, whofe labours had known no interrup- 
tion fince the building of the fhip; and who, 
oy conftant toil, had manufaCtured fheets and 
cordage of almoft fufficient ftrength to work © 
it. But when compared to the many other | 
offenfive things which filled the place, thefe — 
arachnoide hangings might be regarded as the 
rich tapeftry of the apartment. 


I was really feized with terror on hehold- 
ing the actual fate of this noifome prifon-hole, 
for, confidering its confined limits, and the 
multiplicity of foul and offenfive things that 
‘were crammed into it, it appeared quite mi- 
raculous that I fhould have efcaped the fate of 
our countrymen who were configned to the. 
celebrated hole of Calcutta, ; 
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At each fide of this dark abode was a 
fixed fleeping birth which was narrow, fhort, 
and dirty. The centre was filled with barrels, 
tubs, old fea chefts, greafy coifers, and other 
lumber. At one end ftood a tub of ftinking 
falt meat; at the other, one with rotten po- 
tatoes, and pots of rancid butter. “The cabin 
was the general receptacle—the ftore-houfe, 
cellar, pantry, and larder of the fhip. Under 
the births, faluting the nofes of thofe lying in 
them, were filthy worm-eaten chefts, filled 
with dirty long-worn apparel, and other high- 
effenced contents. One was fet apart for 
unwathed knives and forks, dirty plates, ba- | 
fons, and difhes; another for the odorous 
remains of yefterday’s dinner. In one corner 
ftood a bag of mufty bifcuit—in another hung 
an old greafe-thickened lantern. Hand- 
{pikes, marline-{pikes, dirty {wabs, a broken, 
mouldy cafe with a compafs—an old worm- 
eaten ditto with a quadrant, two or three broken 
fifhing lines, a battered old {peaking trumpet, 
and a variety of other implements, hung, or 
ftrewed about, added to the furniture of the 
apartment. 


But worft of all were the poifonous old 
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blankets of the fleeping births; and the 
myriads of infects and vermin crawling- about, 
and making a public high-way of my body. 
Rats and mice, cockroaches, mufquitoes, fleas, 
and ants formed only a part of the catalogue. 


You will believe that on difcovering how 
I was placed, I loft no time in attempting my 
efcape from this wretched neft. But, on rifling, 
‘a violent and enfeebling ficknefs again feized 
me, and from the caufes I have mentioned, it 
‘was impoffible to remain upon deck; I there= 
fore made the experiment of ftanding in the 
hatchway, with my head through the opening, 
fo as to catch the pafling breeze; but the in-— 
tenfe heat from the amen ee rays of the 
fun, and the death-like naufea and inceflant 
reaching produced by the ered pofition, foon 
chafed me from this wholefome ftation, and 
left me only a choice of evils—either to extend 
myfelf upon deck expofed to. burning heat, at 
the rifk of being rolled overboard into the fea; 
or, again, to throw myfelf into the deadly hole 
I had left. The former of thefe meafures 
almoft infured difeafe—the latter threatened 
a polfonous fuffocation, and the danger of 
being devoured by vermin. ~ 
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Imthis dilemma—unable to decide which 
might prove the lefier evil, and almoft finking 
from the languor produced by naufea and vo- 
miting, I, at length, refolved to return to the 
manifold ills of the cabin; but continued at the 
hatch-way, fupporting a degree of reaching, 
which almoft inverted my flomach, while one 
of the failors removed the blankets, and other 
offenfive things, that were in the birth, and 
fwept and ferubbed it out, in order to give 
me the bare boards as arefting place. 


~ Tnow drew on a pair of thick fuftian 
pantaloons that reached down to my feet; 
’ buckled them faft in.my thoes ; put ona pair of 
ftrong gloves; covered my head and great 
part of my face, with my night-cap ; and 
changing my coat for a loofe morning gown, 
rolled mylelf up fo as to leave fearcely more 
than my nofe accefible; and, thus proteded, 
tumbled again into the birth I had quitted, 
bidding defiance to the infedts, vermin, and 


‘every annoyance around me. Fortunately 


my fenfes were not, at this moment, very acute, 
for I laboured under a fevere catarrh which de- 
prived me of the faculties of fimelling, and 


tafting, and almoft robbed me of fight. By 


rs 
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ficknefs and want of reft, my fenfe of feeling 

was alfo becometorpid ; fo that the ear was the 

only organ which retained its full power of re-. 
ceiving offenfive imprefiions, Situated as | 

was, all this might be confidered as fortunate, 

for I was compelled to remain throughout the 

remainder of the day, either violently reaching, 

or fickly viewing the wretched and difguft- 

ing {cene around me. | 


Before evening poor old Mr. Serjeant, 
one of my fellow paffengers, was likewife f{eiz- 
ed with ficknefs, and compelled to feek relief 
by reclining his head in the oppofite birth of 
the cabin. I had now a companion in my 
affliction, but this brought no alleviation to my 
fufferings.—I felt that this old gentleman, who 
poffeffed a large property and all the comforts 
of an opulent eftate, might be lefs prepared 
than myfelf, to encounter the hardfhips and 
annoyances we were expofed to ; and this idea, 
in no degree, contributed to my relief. In 
painful fympathy we mutually bewailed each 
other’s diftrefs, looking with anxious hope to 
alefs offenfive birth upon the open deck, when 
the fun fhould take his leave for the night. 
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But in this expeCtation we were grievouf- 
ly difappointed. ‘The retreat of the fun was 
fucceeded by heavy torrents of rain; and in- 
ftead of our being able to return upon deck, . 
all ‘the other paflengers were driven belows 
crowding both the cabin and hatch-way, foas 
to threaten us with the pains of fuffocation. 
Every ‘old cheft and trunk now cracked with 
the weight of fome one haftening down to 
ef{cape from the rain ; and, quickly, no lefs than 
feven or eight perfons, were crowded into this 
contracted hole of fpiders and vermin, com- 
mitting depredations upon their net-work 
hangings, and tearing down the ftrong ham-. 
mocks in which for years paft, they had, reft- 
ed undifturbed. The whole hoft was thus 
put to flight. All the living things of the ca- 
bin feemed to be let loofe in alarm. Numerous 
flocks of old fpiders, overgrown cockroaches, 
rats, ants, and other travellers, ran diftracted- 
ly about the births, kicking up their heels in 
our faces, and {campering, without ceremony, 
over every part of our perfons. | | 


Nor was this the worft of our troubles, 
for, on account of the rain, and from fome of 
the creoles, who were {tationed about the open 
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ing, complaining of cold, we were expofed to 
the ftill greater annoyance—to the extreme 
peril of lying with the hatch-way clofed. But 
this I felt it totally impoffible to‘endure ; and — 
therefore, loudly, and earnefily, entreated, that. 
crowded and ftowed as we were, we might 
not, on any account, be fhut from the breeze. 
Poffibly it might have proved an efedtual ex- 
pedient for relieving us from the vermin, and 
infe€ts ; but, from being apprehenfive of my 
own lungs, I was unwilling to hazard the ex- 
periment. | 


In a ftate truly deplorable did we pafs 
a long and wearifome night. I had taken no 
food ; naufea ftill oppreffed me ; my very bones 
ached ; my cold was fevere; my, eyes -were 
fwoln pate reaching, and from want of reft; 
my head throbbed with pain; the heat of is 
cabin was fuffecating ; and I was almoft expir- 
ing from want of air. With what anxiety 
did I wait the return of day ; and when grey 
morning ftole in at the hatch-way, how joy- 


fully did I hail its happy dawn! 


) My mind’s eye now faw the fort of Ber- 
bifche clofe a-head of the floop, and I contem- 
11 
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plated a fpeedy efcape ‘rom all the perils and 
annoyances of the execrable Voltigeur. We 
had been under fail during the whole of the 
night, and it was no unreafonable flight of 
fancy to expect that we approached near to 
theend ofthe voyage. But the term of our. 
fufferings was not thus foon to clofe. New 
vexations arofe, and difappointment again pre- 
fented its thorns. An old failor, who had been 
emp'oyed to. take his watch at the helm, dur- 
ing the night, had devoted to all fubduing 
| Morpheus, and fteered the vellel a wrong 

-courfe ; from which accident we had now the 
mortification to find ourfelves more diftant 
from Berbifche, than we had been in the even- 
ing. This was a cruel blow to my happieft 
expectations ; and judging from the progrefs 
hitherto made, the warm hope of being foon 
on fhore, was fuperfeded by the fear of being 
detained another night on board. 


One of ‘the paflengers, who, it proved, 
was the owner of the veflel, obferving my fo- 
licitude, offered me confolation, by remarking 
that we were not far diftant from an eftate of 
his, upon the coaft, and affuring me that if the 
veflel fhould not be able to reach Berbifche in 
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the evening, rather than we fhould fuffer fuch 
another night, he would take us all off in the 
boat to fleep at his houfe on fhore. This 
was, indeed, a real comfort to me, and [| fup- 
ported the ficknefs and other ills of the day, in 

the full confidence of being, one way or 
— other, relieved from them at night. 


Our heavy floop proceeded in dull move- 
ment, making flow progrefs, and fcarcely re~ 
gaining, during the whole of the day, the dif- 
tance fhe had loft in the night. Evening again 
approached and- our Captain faw no profped 
of reaching Berbifche. Finding this, the 
paflengers upon deck kindly fent a meflage 
down into the cabin, informing me, that we 
were within fight of the eflate, at which we 
were to fleep. This was happy news indeed ! 
The profpeét of efcaping from the detefted 
Voltigeur, although but for a few hours, 
brought inftant relief to my fickened {tomach ! 
The afflicting naufea vanifhed, and, in high 
delight, I haftened from my hard bed of fick- 
nefs to feek a {weeter birth on fhore. 


But vexation and difappointment were | 
again our lot ; and no alleviating remiffion of 


our fufferings was allowed. It was difcovered 
that we were too far diftant from the thoreto 
go off in the boat ; and moreover that it was 
the ebb of tide, which rendered it impoffible | 
that we could traverfe the deep bank of mud, 


which extended from the water's edge to the 
land. 


It was next dcbinéd Inlisthiot it might 
anfwer our purpofe to avail ourfelves of 
the return of the -tide, and of our. nearer 
approach to the fhore, at a later hour: 
but, again, our hopes were defeated, by the 
unexpecied decline of the breeze, which moft 
_provokingly placed us upon\ the water ina 
deadcalm. Prefently the evening clofed, and 
‘it growing fuddenly dark, we were compelled 
to abandon the project, and to fubmit to the 
torture of pafling another night on board. 


As my next refource I refolved to avoid the 
poifonous ftenchand filth of the cabin, by pillow- 
ing my head upon the open deck until morning: 
but [ found that my meafure of vexation was 
not yet filled, for I was quickly chafed from 
this well-aired couch, by the falling of heavy 
fain; and compelled to return to my neft of 
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{piders. As the evil was without a remedy, j 
haftened below, and, keeping on my clothes 


- and fhoes, tumbled in upon the bare boards I 


had left, cracking numbers of cockroaches, and 


_ other infe&is in my fall ; forthe whole multi- 


tude of creeping things feemed to have met 
in congrefsin the birth, not expecting my re- 


turn ; and in the alarm of fudden interruption — 


— 4 


fome were cruthed, while the others paced and 


fcrambled their way over my perfon, even in 


greater droves than before. 


The tain continued to fall, and from all 
the pallengers again crowding into the cabin, 
we were clofe-ftowed in confined and offenfive 
heat, and paffed another fadly wretched night: 
which to me was more diftrefling than the 
former, on account of my cold being fome- 


what relieved, and my olfa¢tory powers in a 


flight degree reftored. How anxioufly did I 
with to place an additional feather in the wing 
of time—how pray, ere the night had well 


commenced, that morning would again ap- 


pear ! 


The few hours abfence of light feemed 


‘quite an age ; for, annoyed and reftlefs as I was, 


agi 


through the night, fleep was a ftranger fo my 
éyes. Indeed had the foothing deity of repofe 
invited me to his foft bowets, I fhould have 
refufed the offering, in the apprehenifion that if 
I ceafed to keep watch, I might lofe a finger, 
either of the hand or the foot ; or be eaten in 
holes by the hetds of hungry vermin, that 
_ were feeking to make a prey of my body: 
Comfortlefs, wearied, and with aching bones, 
I gladly greeted the return of day, and with- 
out dwelling upon minor ills, felt it fortunate 
to have preferved myfelf..:..in a whole fkin! 


To prevent the accident of the preceding 
tight, we had let go the anchor ; and, with- 
out the rifk of fteering away from our courfe; 
remained near the fhore until the revolving fun 
agdin broke from the waters of the eaft to 
guide our path. It was now difcovered that 
we had been lying near to the eftate of our 
fellow paffenger, where it was intended we 
fhould have flept ; and it alfo appeared that 
we were only a few hours run from Berbifche ; 
and that, unlefs fome new prevention occurred, 
we could not fail to complete our voyage in 
the courfe of the day. 
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- But, unhappily, the proprietor of the 
veffel now defired to be fet on fhore, and we 
could not weigh anchor until the failors, who 
went off with the boat fhould return. At7 
o’clock Mr.. —— took his departure from the 
vefiel, carrying with him the other paflengers, 
and leaving me to make the remainder of the 
voyage alone. i 

I before obferved that thete gentlemen 
brought no provifions on board ; and as my 
fcanty ftock had only ferved the melfs for a 

fingle dinner, we had already been reduced 
~ tothe negro diet of plantains and water for 
nearly two days. This had, hitherto, been 
no inconvenience to me, for my fickened fto- 
mach refufed equally every kind of nourifh- 
ment ; but my greateft diftrefs arofe from the 


other paflengers having devoured every mortfel - — 


of my fruit, while Iwas lying fick and ill be- 
low, not leaving me a fhaddock, noran orange, 
to moiften my lips, or cool my tongue. ) 


On their leaving the floop, I earneftly 
entreated them not to detain the boat a mo- 
ment after they landed, left we fhould be pre- 
vented from reaching Berbifche by night. 
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They in reply affared me that it fhould not be 
delayed 'a minute beyond the time neceflary 
for fending us “ fome fruit, and fome provi 
fions for the captain’s dinner.” But, incerti- 
tude was ftill the maxim of the fickle element, 
and {tern ocean remitted not his unfteady and 
— defpotic rule. Inftead. of the boat coming 
back, dire@tly, we were kept waiting the whole 
of the day, under an anxiety which it were 
more ¢afy to conceive, than exprefs. 


The third night came on,.and no boat 
appeared; Our fituation was now tenfold 
more diftreffing than before. Without the 
men who went off with the boat, we had not 
_ hands enough to work the veffel. No reme- 
| dy, therefore, remained, but to wait for them, 
however delayed their return. The mortifica- _ 
tion of having to pafs another night in my of- 
fenve den, was fadly aggravated by the vexa- 
tion of lying at anchor, near to the place of def- 
tination; more than double the time that was 
required to complete the voyage; and if ever 
one day of twenty-four hours was longer 
than another it was furely this. Only one 
idea occupied the mind. ‘The delayed return 
of the boat excluded every other SORIA Bite 
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tion, and chaining our thoughts to a fingle 
jink, the heavy languor of difappointed expec- 
tation lengthened a moft wearifome day into 
more than a tedious week ! | 


The poor captain, grown even more im- 
patient than myfelf, became quite outrageous, 
and from no fatisfactory caufe explaining to 
his mind the detention of the boat, he fought 
not to reftrain his rage, but kicked and ftamp- 
ed upon the deck, pouring forth dreadful fea 
oaths, in the full coarfenefs of broad Barba- 
does dialed, and with all the emphafis of un- 
bourided execration. His curfes were really 
tremendous. They were unlike all that had 
before met my ear ; and were rendered doubly 
odious by the ares accent in WHICH they 
were pronounced, 


Notwithftanding my determination to 
meet the rough and the fmooth of life as they 
thall chance’ 6 fall in my path, this I confefs 
was a day of trial to my philofophy. Being 
without food and drink, without fociety, or 
any other agrement, I was not able to beguile . 
the flothful hours, either. by converfation or 
rhe pleafures « of the table ; and was even difs 
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appointed in the hope of diverting my mind, 
from the fatigue of unremitted fufpenfe, by 
“reading, Intending to make the trial, I begged 
ofthe {tamping, raving captain to fhew me his 
library Aye, exclaimed he, with a broad 
oath, that I can foon do! And, in truth, fo 
he might; for it confifted only of an old 
mouldy copy of the failor’s Vade mecum, and 
the fecond volume of The Tattler, worm-eaten, 
and held together by a needleful of worfted. 
As I was not in humour with the fea, nor any 
thing appertaining thereto, I threw. afide the 


mufty old guide, and fat down to tattle with 


Mr. Bickerftaff, hoping in his fociety to forget 
the cares of the moment ; but ftill the boat— 
the doat annoyed me atevery page, and | found 
it impoffible to abftra& my thoughts from the 
painful apprehenfion of paffing another night — 
on board the execrable Voltigeur. However, 
with fometimes tattling, fometimes thinking, 
and fometimes looking out, I contrived to wear 
away the torpid hours; and, flow and dilatory 
as they had feemed, I ddungl that the tedious 
day had too foon paffed away; for the cheer- 
ing god of light again funk into the weftern 
waves,—and no boat had afrived ! 
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The veffel. being at-anchor,, and near,the 
fhore, the motion was.nct.contiderable; and, 
confequently, the violent, ficknefs,and reach- 
ing, which had hitherto. diftrefled me, were a 
little. abated, and , remained, during, the 
greater part of the. day, upon deck ;,but as is 


common, at this feafon of the year, heavy rain 


again fell. at night, and) 1, was) driven, below, 
- to pafs the hours. of darknefs amidi, the filth 
and perils of my former retreat . Defending 
‘myfelf, as before, againft the enémies that! be» 
fieged me, I,.very relu@antly, committed my. 
perfon to. their attack. (My each ached) fex 
verely 3): Iswas enfeebledi and_ languid: from 
former reaching;: and the swant, of food 5. ard 
every circumftance, around)me, tendedito rob 


me of reft.. But exhanfied nature foughtrelief. 


My eye-lids hung heavy, and: did occafionally 


fall together 5 yet all repofe was denied «me; ~ 
for no fooner was, I off my guard,»thand 


was again routed by:formidable troops:marchs 


4 


ing acrofs my face and my perfon, andans - 


oe fharp wounds in \ dxdex to drink my 
The poor, enraged ‘captain, bidding de- 
fiance to the fhowers,,,remained throughout 


AO] 
the greater. part. of the night {wearing and 
ftamping upon. deck;).and, in. -his, watchful 
look-out for the boat, kept himéelf awake by . 
pouring dread Barbadian curfes upon.the- heads 
of thofe who dctaiasa it, 


Boas Aftors a long sail ncnditiain watching the 
eye of morning unclofed, and day again broke 
‘in.at the opening of the cabin. . Much: rain 
had fallen duying the night, but the fun fmiled | 
propitious through: his, morning, robes, and 
_feemed: to. offer cheerful , greetings, . With 
eager anxiety I fought tidings of our. boat, 
but could obtain no intelligence regarding her. 
Neither was fhe arrived, nor. in fight. The 
whole round of a,day and night had palfied, 
fince fhe left us, and we were.wholly loft in 
Baa seate what could potholes detain-her. 


I now hahaa to fad alnerned for my fele 
low-paffengers, and foon became more anxious 
concerning their fafety, than regarding the 

-return of the boat. Something furely mutt. 
have happened. The tide and the mud. ap- 
peared no longer fufficient to explain the de- 
lay. Still had we no means of obtaining, nor 
-even.of feeking information, and it only re= 
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gnained to us to continue the expectations of 
the preceding day, rendered far more anxious 
from our apprehenfions refpe€ting the fate of 
the gentlemen who had left us, | 


T had very early reaped from the cabin, 
and having exhaufted all inquiries and conjec- 
tures, without difeovering any poflible re- 
medy, it next became a queftion how to kill 
the heavy time. Thad, already, travelled as 
far as Finis with Uaac Bickerltaf®; and had — 
nothing left in the fhape of a book but the 
dirty worn-out Wade mecum ; therefore, great 
as was my averfion to the fea, a feeming ne- 
eeflity drove me to feparate the dirty pages of 
the old guide. A Dutch diGionary had been 
nearly as entertaining. I, neverthelefs, la- 
boured through latitudes and longitudes, and 
meridians, and altitudes, quite to the end ; and 
ftill .. .. . no boat appeared! | 


T, next, refumed my tattling with Mr. 
Bickerftaff, purfuing our converfation of yei- . 
terday, until about noon, when, to the great 
joy of all on board, our long-loft beat hove in 
fight. Both tattler and guide were inftantly 
forgotten, and, leaping up, | afked, impul- 
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fively, if we had yet time to reach Berbifche 
by night. The captain affured me that we 
had; and you will believe that we kept our 
eyes, ftedfaftly on the boat, withing her ten- 
fold fpeed. At length, after an abfence of | 
thirty-two moft tedious hours, fhe came fafe 
alongfide ; when we learned that no. accident 
had occurred ; but that owing to the immenfe 
beds of drifted mud on the coaft, and to the 
bide making againft them, when they firft 
neared the fhore, all the party had been kept 
at fea in the open boat, expofed to the full 
ardor of a vertical fun, and without a morfel 
to eat, or a drop to drink, during the whole 
of the preceding day, from feven o'clock in | 
the morning until ten at night: fince which 
the boat had been kept on dhore to give reft 
and refrefhment to the poor failors, who were 
cruelly exhaufted with heat and fatigue, 


Thus did it appear that there were fitu- 
ations even more diftreffing than being con- 
fined on board the odious Voltigeur ; for thofe 
who had gone off in the boat had been greater 
fafferers than myfelf. But I was furprized to 
‘find that men, who had fo recently known 
the ills of privation, did not experience fome 
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feelings of fympathy towards others. Although — 


they knew’ that we were lying waiting m 


fad fufpenfe, and without food or drink, ex- 


cept fome ftale plantains’ and bad 'water, nots 


| withfanding thé boat vemained. on. fhore fislt 


' twelvé Hours after they landed, they had not — 


nn aeall alabama . 


the liberality—the compaflion, I might fay, te 
fend off either a bit, or a drop. to the mafter 


‘ 
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of the veffel, whom they had kept waiting; 


or to the perfon whole provifions they liad 
eaten. 


We ‘could not but feel hurt at this ne- 
elect: but we recollected that they landed at _ 
night, and in a ftate of fatigue and difcorfort » 
but little calculated to extend their confidera+ 


tion beyond their-own perfons; and we hoped 
to feel it the lefs on account of fpeedily reach~ — 
ing the haven whither we were bound: but, ~ 
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a3 if the torments of this vexatious voyage 


were never to end, when the boat reached us, 
‘it was difcovered that the tide did not ferve 
for us to get under weigh ; and, confequently, 
‘we were obliged to fpend two hours of more 


tedious waiting than all. that had pafled, be- | 


fore’ we could open our fails to the wind. At 


length the boat, being hauled up aftern, and 
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the tide ferving, we again ftood out to. feas 
the captain affuring me that we ftill had fofh- 
cient time to reach Berbifche by fun-fets 
Knowing her talent for failing, I had ftrong 
doubts of this; but did not deem it wife to 
difcourage the commander by condemning his 
veflel. The fa&_ probably, would, too foon 
explain itfelf. 


The wind was not in. our favor, and on 
my firtt venturing to alk how we came on, 
I learned that: we were about half a league 
further from port than when we were lying 
at anchor. Still 1 was enough a failor to have 
this explained to my fatisfadtion, by the ob- , 
fervation that it was neceflary to/fand well out, 
in order to fetch the siver upon the next tack. 
But very foon after, on attempting to bring 
ihe veffel about, new perplexitiesarofe. The 
-Voltigeur: dilobeyed the helm, and would not 
veer to the wind. In the failor’s language, the 
would neither tack nor wear, bub remained 
fixed like a log upon the water. I ftood 
equally fixed, obferving ail that,paffed, with- 
out hazarding a fyllable of remark; for, how- 
ever bad a veflel may. be, and-however much 
her captain may abufe her, himfelf, fill every 


3 


202 


éommander is fo  teriacious regarding the 
veffel under his direGtion, that it were treafon 
for any other perfor to fpeak of her asa bad — 
failot: 


- The poor captain now flamped aid {wore 
worfe than ever; and I had a full opportu- | 
nity of hearing the whole catalogue of vulgar 
fea-oaths, deliveted in the broadeft Creole dia- | 
le&t. He ctirfed the vellel’s eyes, her heart, 
and her fidés—uttered dreadful caths uport 
her head, her foul, and her liver, and after 
_ loading her with all the dreadful imprecations 
that vulgar rage could invent, he completed 
the climax, by exclaiming to the failors “ d— 
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her, cut her old throat, d—— her! 


After thuch exertion, and a varied repe= 
tition of oaths, and enraged ftampings upon 
the deck, the veffel was brought about, and 
we ftood in for the fhore, failing for a fhort 
time in fteady appioach to the river4 but 
within lefs than a fhort half-lour, the bright © 
profpect, which had fo recently opened to us, 
was again obfcured, by the Voltigeur ftriking 
upon the mud, and being nearly fixed aground. 
' Fortunately fhe went about on this tack, with 
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sreater facilicy than the other, and hence, by 
putting her round, fhe was foon fet afloat 
again: but it was now neceflary to ftand 
away, and make a long reach, from the fhore, 
ta order t@ get into deep water. This would 
neceffarily delay our arrival, yet ftill the cap- 
tain infifted that we fhould reach Berbiiche 
at night. But upon my next inquiry refped- 
ing our progrefs I found that’ this was not 
very probable, for we were then fix miles 
further of than when the boat came to Us in 
the Saragben 


tele afterwards all hands were fummoned, 
-and “ about, about,” re-echoed throughout the 
floop. But the vexatious Voltigeur again re- 
fifted. She had a fad antipathy to the Ber« 
bifche river, and on their attempting to tack — 
for the thore, fhe refufed toturn her head that 
way: ‘The poor captain, who had carefully 
ftationed every man at his poft, and prepared, 
’ with all due care, for putting her about, grew 
almoft frantic. He ftamped and raved, and 
fwore with all the bitternefs of unbridled 
wrath; and, having gone through all his 
volume of oaths, he threw himfelf down, 
exhaufted by his exertions and his fury, ex~ 
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claiming —“ Dammee if we fhall get in to-night; | 
for foe Il neither wag one way nor f other.” - For | 
this I was not unprepared, my expeCiations for 
fome hours previous, having been. of accord 
with the information: and although the epi- | 
_ thets of old, rotten and leaky, ufed by the 


enfuriated captain, were, from all appearance, | 


very correctly true, was grown too refigned, 
or too callous to all the ills of my fituation, to 
experience any feelings of alarm refpediing 
our fafety. 


| After fome delay the veffel did come about, 
and we again ftood on, boldly, for the land, 
making all ~poffible fail, the mafter and his 
crew not defpairing of being able to reach 
Berbifche by night. But, as if the very 
fates had’ combined with the clements, to 
throw every obftacle in the way of our pafiage, 
the breeze fuddenly dropped, and we were 
befet in a calm! Againft this impediment 
neither the oaths of the commander, nor the 
exertions: of the failors could ought avail. 
The captain who had already opened his 


whole ftore of imprecations was about to re- © 


peat them with manful energy, but, recollect- 
ing himfelf, he beftowed one round curfe 
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upon the wind and the paflage, and as a 
clofing exclamation cried out—* D—z the 
old tub, it is not her fault neither—there is not 
a thimbleful of wind! Dammee if We Seal cet 
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in this week : 


Thus ended the failing of the day, and we 


again let go our anchor for the night. The 
_ poor harafled man now became more tranquil, 
and I took courage to addrefs him in conver- 
-fation, when I leartied, that after all the fatigue 
and exertions of the day, we were further 
from Berbifche than we had been the preced- 


ing night; but that we had the advantage of 


lying in deeper water, and, confequently, were 
better fituated for availing ourlelves of the 


‘morning breeze, 


IT refumed my hard birth, protected 
as before, and bade defiance to the many 


‘companions of my neft. Naufea had dif- 
treffed me throughout the day, and the re- 
ftored power of my olfatories was not in 
favor of its removal. The very fevere reach- 
ing had ceafed, but the want of food, and the - 
extreme heat of the atmofphere rendered me 
feeble and languid: yet I was more comfort; 
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lefs than ill, and feemed only to require reft 
to relieve me from perfonal fufferings. Un- 
happily this was denied me, and, in naufea, 
and difcomfort, I rolled out the tedious houre 
of night. 


The fifth morning of this wretched voy- 
age was ferene and clear, and I left my fleeplefs 
couch at an early hour to breathe a purer air 
upon deck; when, upon looking out, I per- 
ceived an ifland not far diftant, and lying — 
dire@tly in our courfe. From the failors I 
learned that it was within the mouth of the 
river Berbifche. This was happy intelligence, ~ 
and feemed to promife a fpeedy termination of 
our teemful voyage. When the captain came 
upon deck, he greeted me with a broad oath, 
affuring me that I fhould breakfaft at Fort 
William Frederic. 1 wifhed it might be fo : 
indeed all feemed now within our reach, and 
it appeared to be fcarcely poffible that any new 
impediment could interrupt the completion of 
our paflage ; but the experience we had had 
was fufficient to create doubts in the mind of 
the moft fanguine, and to temper his warmeft 
expectations to the fobriety of tardy and inter- 
rupted accomplifhment—nay, to convince him 
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that the uncertainties of a fea voyage could 
never end until the foot was again upon terra 
jirma. Vf any ftronger convidtion of this faé 
could have been required, it had been amply 
fupplied to my mind by what followed. 


At feven o’clock we weighed anchor, and 
immediately made all poffible fail, with the: 
ifland difplaying its thick woods, diredtly a. 
head of the floop, and forming a very pleafing 
object. As we came nearer to it, I obferved 
that it was fituated about the middle of the 
river, and nearly oppofite to the landing place 
at the fort. All feemed now propitious, and 
_we failed fmoothly on: but we had yet to 
experience a further trial of patience! An 
hour had not paffed, from the time of our 
getting under weigh, before our progrefs was 
completely arrefted by the Voltigeur again 
ftriking upon the mud. “ By Heav’ns,” ex- 
claimed the captain, “‘/be’s aground ! This is 
worfe than ever!” All his vexations were now 
cruelly aggravated by the mortification of his 
pride, in confequence of being feen from the 
fort; and he ran, ftamped, ftormed, and curfed 
in loud burfts of rage, which out-did all his 
former doings, I felt the lefs annoyed by this 
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additional delay, from the opportunity it af- 
forded me of contemplating the fcene before 
us—miore particularly as the veffel could not 

fuffer any injury from her foft bed, and as we | 
were near enough to reach the fhore in the 
boat, even fhould any accident render it necef- 
fary for us to quit the floop. The beft ex- 
ertions of the crew were of no avail—fixed in 
the mud we were compelled to let go the 
anchor, and wait until the flood of tide fhould 

' again fet us afloat. 


. The view before us was that of a wild 
country, only. juft opening into cultivation. 
It comprized an extent of wood and water, 
with {mall patches of land breaking into 1n- 
cipient tillage, but it had nothing of the bold 
and romantic fcenery of mountainous regions. 
The picture was foft and harmonious. We 
were lying a few miles out at fea, looking 
diretly up the river; the quiet waters of 
which were ftealing, in tranquil ftream, to the 
ocean. No part of the territory of the ifland 
was vilible, but from being flat and low, it 
appeared a mere clutter of trees, growing out 
of the water, and caufing a pleafant: break in’ 
the wide embouchure of the river. On the 
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right was the weftern fhore covered with one 
mafs of heavy foreft, whofe gigantic’ timbers, 
gradually elevating their crowded fummits 


from the water’s edge, formed one wide ex — 


panfe of interminable verdure, which fancy 
might eafily have converted into a green field 
of immenfe extent, gently floping to the water: 


~ On the left was the eaftern fhore, fhaded alfo 


with deep forefts ; but, on this fide, the river’s 
bank was partially thinned of its woods—and 
prefented to our view the. fort: and batteries, 


with a deep favanna at the back of them. I: 


gazed in earne{t contemplation upon the folemn 
wildnefs of the fcene, and lamented not the 
accident which had fo peculiarly placed it 
before me. For a moment my mind was 


wholly abftra&ed from every thing dire@ly - 


around me, and rambling in the fociety of the 
wild men, the monkies, and other animals that 
inhabit the bu/b, 1 was totally loft amidft thefe 
vaft and unbounded forefts. But I was quickly 


interrupted from my reverie and recalled from a 
the endlefs woods, by aloud cry of “ 4// hands 


to heave the anchor.” ‘The tide had fupplied 

us with water to float the floop, and we loft 

no time in attempting to efcape from our 

peer) birth. : 
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The veflel now ftood direétly into the 
mouth of the river, and, being careful to keep 
the middle of the ftream, we again felt fecure 
of our pallage. But the fates had not yet 
fufficiently {chooled us in adverfity. Before 
we had time to reach the fort the wind drop- 
ped, and, from the veffel difobeying the helm, 
we again drifted aground. This was worfe 
than all; and the poor captain now {wore 
that “ the very devil himfelf muft have fet bis 
fpell upon the veffel !” 


We were again compelled to let go the 
anchor, in order to wait the return of the 
breeze. Being near to the ifland and the fort, 
I might have gone on fhore in the boat, but 
I could not venture to afk our angry com- 
mander to fpare any of his men for that pur- 
pofe. Thad often, before, feen him expend 
his wrath without prefuming to interrupt him, 
It was now increafed to frenzy, and he loudly 
vociferated—* There is fome daamm devil im 
the foip that’s bringing us this paffage, and we 
muft heave him overboard, or we fhan't get im 
this month.” twas perilous to {peak to him, 
and, if any thing I might fay fhould chance co 
-crofs him, it was not certain but, in the over= 
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flowings of his rage, he might fix upon me 
as the “ Yonas,” and deem it expedient to 
take his meafures accordingly. At all events 
it was neceflary to keep out of the way, in 
order not to interrupt him or his men in 
working the veflel; I therefore remained be- 
low, during the high tide of his ravings and 
ftampings, fhewing my head only at the hatch- 
way, like an unhappy object peeping out of 
a eee 


We remained for a confiderable time 
deep fixed in mud. Luckily the meridian fun 
approached with a fine breeze in his fuite, and 
we were once more fet afloat, when we were 
quickly placed alongfide the battery at St. 
Andrew’s fort, and I moft gladly jumped on 
fhore, rejoicing in the termination of a voyage 
which had been haraffing and vexatious, be- 
yond all that the moft ill-tokened calculation 
could have anticipated. Never was poor fuf- 
fering prifoner more happy in being releafed 
from long confinement, than I was to efcape 
from my noifome abode in the Voltigeur. 
During four fad long days, and four ftill more 
wearifome nights had I been immured in the 
hithieft of all filthy dungeons, ill, and in a 
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inanner without food ot fupport, having only 
the repetition of bad plantains every day for 
breakfaft, for dintier, and for fupper. 


_I was met at the water’s edge by Mi, 
Mackie, the acting furgeon of the garrifon, | 
| who kindly conduéted me to an apartment, 

where I could caft off my fea garments, and 
fubmit my perfon to the purifying procefs of — 
a complete ablution. Few, perhaps, would © 
have wifhed for my birth on board the wretch- 
‘ed Voltigeur—but all might have envied meé 
the luxury of my bath on leaving it! _I cannot 
tell you how delightftl—how grateful it was! 
The adult baptifin of the moft devoted bigot 
could not.be more enchanting. It was in 
truth the water of holinefs. It refrefhed, it 
animated,—nay, infpired me! I felt new life, — 
and certainly was... 0.0% es d% a very different — 
being ! On landing [ had been fick and com-: 
-fortlefs, with my head dizzy, my knees tremb- _ 
ling, and. my whole frame enfeebled: but, 
after my ablution, I felt born a-new ; my 
ftrength returned ; I was no longer fick ; a 
general glow of health and frefhnefs was dif- 
-fufed over me, and I became the creature 
OF pis sipiene S BS oi - ej nemigorldy 
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LETTER XIX, 


Situation of Fort William Frederic. Indians, tigers, monkies, 
and parrots inhabit the furvounding woeds. A town, to be 
called New Amferdam, building upon the banks of the 
rivers Berbifche and Kannye. Dutch garrifon-hofpital at 
Berbifche fitted up by the author. Ninety-third regiment in 
garrifon- at Fort William Frederic. Excellent difcipline of 
this regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel Gammell. Author 

 affiéted with a complaint in bis legs. A Jaldier drowned in 

bathing. Remarks occafiened by the forrowful effec of the 
accident upon his comrades. Examination after a cafe of 
yellow fever. Author intends to purfue his inquiries ree 

Jpetting the difeafed appearances. Written opinions regard 
ing the yellow fever very difcordant. 


Berbifche, oe 2, 


E ort St. Andrew is fituated on the eaftern 
bank of the river Berbifche, oppofite to the 
ifland which graces its entrance. It appears 


_ ifolated from the colony, and from the world: 


no houfe nor building of any kind—nothing 


bearing the femblance of the abode of man is _ 


within fight of it: nor is there any way of 


-efcaping from it, either on foot, in a car- 


riage, or on horfeback; the river being the 
it- 
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only private path, and the only public road. 
At the back of the fort 1s a deep and wild 
{avanna, giving habitation to enormous {nakes, 
alligators, loud-roaring frogs, and other reptiles. 
This naked wafte extends to a great diftance, 
and is bordered by dark forefts, which reach 
near to the fort, and preclude every view 
except of the water and the flat uncultivated 
favanna. In thefe woods wild Indians range 
wide and free. Sometimes alfo tigers are feen 
prowling from their deep fhades; and our 
ears are daily and almoft hourly faluted with 
the loud chattering of monkies, the horrid 
{creaming of parrots, and the confufed noife 
of numerous other inhabitants, 


The fort is calculated for the accommo- 
dation of between two and three hundred 
men. The territory attached to it is fcarcely — 
more extenfive than the buildings, and the 
whole garrifon is confined to a circle of lefs 
than halfa mile; the only promenade, without 
the gates, being from the barrack to the hofpi- 
tal, and back from the hofpital to the barrack, 
a diftance of little more than a hundred yards. 
A fhort path has, indeed, been opened into 
the favanna, which forms a very limited walk, 
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in the time of thedry feafon, only. A few of 
the government negroes, who are employed at 
the fort, have conftructed {mall huts at the 
back of the hofpital, which call to my remem- 
brance the cottagers’ cabins I have feen in the 
‘Highlands of Scotland. At thefe habitations, 
we fometimes witnefs the joyous dance— 
and have our ears regaled with the found of 


the rude African drum, the rattle, and the | 


banjar. 


Beyond the immediate precinéts of the fort 
we do not find any human abode, without 
making a journey of, at leaft, a mile and half 
by water. At that diftance is now forming the 
town of Amfterdam, the new capital of the 
colony. Between the fort and the town the 
river Kannye opens into the great Berbifche 
river 3 and between the Kannye and the fort, 
the border of the parent river is ftill covered 
with the wild woods: but thefe are now 
doomed to the axe, and foon a road will be 
opened upon the bank of the river Berbifche 
to the river Kannye, and from the oppofite 
fhore of that river tothe town. This will be 
a great, and defirable improvement. It will 
at once relieve the wildnefs of the fituation, and 
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feenery of the fort, form a convenient prome- 
nade, for horfe and foot, and remove the dull 
folitude of the garrifon, by eftablithing a more 
ready intercourfe with the capital. | 


| The town is yet in embryo. According 
to a plan formed for its conftruction it 1s to be 
built upon the angle, or peninfula, between the 
rivers Berbifche and Kannye, extending along 
the bank of the former. The land on which it 
is to be erected is in part cleared of its wood, 
and divided into lots ready for building; but, 
at prefent, only here and there a {cattered houfe 
is to be feen. Beyond the prepared land, and 
not half a mile from the Government houfe, 
the wild foreft- ftill overhangs the river 
Kannye ; but thofe powerful engines the de- i 
firu€tive axe and all-fubduing fire are now } 
directed againft it, and confequently it cannot 
long remain—a forelt. | 


The whole fcenery at New Amfterdam, | 
as well asat Fort William Frederic, betrays the | 
infant ftate of the colony. The drearinefs of 
the land, juft robbed of its thick woods—the > 
nakednefs’ that prevails around the Govern- 
ment houfe~-the want of roads and paths 
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the wild favanna—the heavy forefts ; in fhort 
all that meets the eye conveys the idea of a 
country juft emerging from its original wild- 
nels, into cultivation. | . 


Since my arrival in this colony my hours 
have been’ bufily occupied in attending the 
fick, and eftablifhing regulations and arrange- 
ments for their accommodation. We havea 
garrifon-hofpital, built by the Dutch, which is 
tolerably commodious, and, with a few altera- ~ 
tions, may probably ferve for the prefent gar- 
rifon. The Hollanders, without any regard 
to climate, had preferved their European cuf- 
tom of placing the fick, two or three together, 
in a fpecies of box, with high enclofed fides, 
inftead of keeping them feparated, and giving 
them the advantages of air and cleanlinefs, by 
¥ placing them upon bediteads. 


{ have direéted that all thefe confined and 
offenfive bed-boxes fhould be removed, and 
have given orders to have fome bedfteads made 
| upon a new conftruétion, which I truft will 
prove both convenient and comfortable. They 
will con ff merely of four thort pofts, thofe 
at the top alittle longer than thofe at the bot- 
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tor, and two fide rails, fitted together with 
wooden pins, and fo contrived as to be con-~ 
veniently taken to pieces, and packed in a por- 
table form, in cafe we fhould at any time with - 
to remove them. They will be made of maho- | 
gany, a wood which is fo plentiful in thefe 
colonies as to be employed for every common 
ufe. A piece of ftrong canvafs, ftretched from 
fide to fide, will form the bedding ; a head- 
board will flide into grooves in the two upper 
pofts, and the fide-rails will move up and down 
in an opening cut through them, and be faf- 
_tened with pins, fo as to be at any time raifed 
or lowered at the head, without difturbing the 
patient. When thefe are finifhed, I hope to © 
fee a very complete hofpital, and the unfor- 
tunate fick will at leaft have the comfort of 
being well lodged. Each will have his ma- 
hogany bed-ftead to himfelf, and men with 
different maladies will not be crowded together 
in filthy boxes, nor fhut up from the refrefh- 
ing alr. 


The 93d Regiment is entrufted with the 
protection and defence of this colony ; and I 
find the officers’ mefs one of the pleafanteft I 
have yet met with. In gratitude I ought to 
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‘tell you that the whole of the officers emulate 
their commander in kind and friendly atten- 
tions towards tome. Indeed I cannot but be 
ftrongly fenfible of the many marks of polite- 
nefs and civility with which lam daily ho-_ 
nored. Moft of the officers are men of culti- 
vated manners. Amongthem are feveral of 
confiderable fortune, and fome of rank—men 
who are not only well-difciplined foldiers, 
but well-bred gentlemen ; being no lefs verfed 
in the polifhed rules of civil, than in the auftere 
obfervances of a military life. The general 
order and decorum which mark their condu& 
afford the fureft-indication of corre&t difcipline, 
and offer the moft convincing proof of the high 
advantage derived from ferving under a ftridt, 
but refpe&ed commanding-officer. Colonel 
Gammell, while he fuffers no remiffion of du- 
ty, is affable and pleafant towards thofe under 
his command. He treats them as companions, 
_-and feeks to engage their affection and eftezm. 
The foldiers confider him fevere; but heis their 
friend, and the majority of them are not in- 
fenfible of it. We frequently overhear the 
converfations and remarks of thofe about the 
hofpital regarding him, and they always ter- 
minate very much to his credit; for if one 
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calls him rigorous or fevere, anather ine 
{tantly contrafts what they regard as his 
better qualities, faying ““ why to be fure he 
is a little clofe upon us, and keeps us to it; 
but then you know it is for our own ad- 
vantage ; and, befides, how good he is to us 
when we are fick! You fee he keeps thefe. 
doétors to their duty, too; He comes to fee 
us himfelf every day, and makes them give us 
plenty of every thing that’s good for us ; and 
tisn’t all officers do that you know! Some - 
of ’em are more afraid of an hofpital than a 
cannon ball, and never care whether we die or 
live !”” 


In this way their remarks ufually go 
to the approval of the Colonel’s condu& to- 
wards them ; and like good foldiers, they ac- 
knowledge their efteem for a commander 
who, by impofing a ftri& routine of duty, 
gives them caufe to pride themfelves upon 
a degree of pre-eminence in point of health 
and eg 


padeng the many ills: of climate, I am 
now fuffering from a teazing eruption which 
has thrown itfelf out upon my legs ; a com= 
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plaint which I find has lately been prevalent 
among the troops in this colony, although we | 
had not obferved any thing of it at Demarara. 
Itis more fevere than theprickly heat, but fome- _ 
what of the fame nature ; and is, perhaps, only 
an aggravated degree of that difeafe. It creates 
an unealy fenfation, not amounting to fevere 
pain, but fufficient to rob me of reft. 


Lam forry to note to you that we had the 
misfortune to lofe one of the foldiers the morne 
ing after my arrival at Berbifche, from his 
going into deep water in bathing, and not be- 
ing able to fwim. Several of his comrades, 
and alfo fome negroes, who faw him fink, 
fwam inftantly tothe fpot, and dived to the 
bottom in fearch of him, but without fuccefs. 
He was drowned and probably carried away 
by the ftream. The next morning the body 
was found floating upon the furface of the ri- 
ver very nearto the fort. I mention this ac- 
cident the more particularly from having mark- 
ed its effet upon the minds of the foldiers of 
the garrifon, and having obferved that the 
accidental death of an individual operates 
with, precifely, fimilar influence upon the feel- 
ings of men actually engaged in war, as of peo 
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ple occupied in the peaceful round of civil life. 
Moft perfons witnefs, or even read the account 
of any one being murdered, or killed by acct- 
dent, with fentiments of horror and diftrefs ; 
while the detail of hundreds being flain by the 
{word fcarcely excites a pafling regret. 


Similar feelings are evinced by the fol- 
diers! More of forrow and confternation pre- 
vailed in the garrifon, from the accidental lofs 
of a fingle comrade, than, probably, would 
have been exprefled, by the fame men, had 
thoufands been killed, before them, upon the 
field of battie! You will be able to explain 
how it is that death, in the one cafe, fhould 
beget fuch terrors, while, in the other, it © 
{carcely excites a momentary impreflion. We — 
fhudder with horror, and are loaded with 
grief at the lofs of an individual ; yet the de- 
ftruction of thoufands eo robs the bofom ~ 
of a figh ! 


The fecond day after my arrival at Ber- 
bifche I had the unhappy opportunity of in- 
fpeéting the body of a foldier who had fallen 
a facrifice to yellow fever. The appeat- 
ances were fimilar to thofe I had witnefled 
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at Demarara, except that, in the prefent in- 
itance, there were fome firiking marks of in« 
flammation within the thorax. I thall farther 
avail myfelf of the painful occafions that may 
occur, during my ftay inthis colony, in order 
that we may compare the cafes with fuch as 
may be examined at Demarara during my ab- 
fence, and after my return, in the hope that 
we may, thereby, be enabled to judge, with 
More accuracy, regarding the general appear- 


ances, and the actual changes induced by the 


difeafe. ‘ Heavens!” Methinks I hear you 
exclaim, ‘the man fpeaks as though he ex- 
pected the grim tyrant to wield his f{cythe 
amongft them, with wide-ftretched arm.” 
Would it were not fo! but, feeling that the 


relentlefs defiroyer muft fometimes defeat us, 
I fhould deem it a culpable negle& not to en- 
@eavour to reap thofe profeffional advantages 
from his ravages, which may enable us the 


better to defend others from his hungry 
grafp. I may candidly acknowledge that 
although, together with my colleagues, I have 
been zealous to procure every work written 
upon the fubjeét, and have devoted my fpare 
time to reading the various authors, and con- 


templating all that has been faid upon the dif- 
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eafe called Yellow fever, I have been hitherto 
very undecided, and have had my opinion 
altogether afloat, refpecting its nature. From 
experience, and examination of the difeafed 
appearances, I may hope for more accurate 
elucidation, and perhaps be enabled to arrive 
at fome general maxim, which, in vain, I have 
looked for in the difcordant opinions of the 
ingenious men who have devoted their pens 
to this great—this interefling, and moft im-_ 
portant fubjedt. 
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-LETTER XX. 


A Dutch “ vendue” of flaves. Attended by the colonifts 
like a‘ public fair. Quite a holyday or gala-meeting. Man- 
ner of expofing the flaves by auttion. Method of examining 
them. Their average value. Conduc of a negro who 
was put up to the hammer without his wife. Author con- 
duéts his friend from African flaves to free Indians. Foins 
a party of Indians near the river Kannye. Indifference of 
thefe people concerning the whites. Another party pack up 
their furniture and utenfils, and return into the woods. 
The women bear the burden. Indians engage to cut wood, 
but cannot be relied on. They have no indufiry—nor any 
defire to emulate the colonifts. A party from the woods 
come down the river in a canoe to Fort St. Andrew. ° 


Berbifche, June. 


‘Since writing to you laft I have been prefent 
at the fale of a Dutch cargo of flaves, at the 
new town of Amfterdam. Many of the of- 
ficers went from the fort to witnefs this de- 
grading fpectacle, and although my feelings 
had fuffered from a fimilar f{cene at Demarara, 

I could not refift the novelty of obferving the 
Dutch mode of proceeding in this fad traffic 

of human cattle. 
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On arriving at the town, we were fur- 
prized to find it quite a holyday, or a kind of 
ublic fair. The fale feemed to have excited 
general attention, and to have brou ght to- | 
gether all the inhabitants of the colony. The 
planters came down from the eltates with © 
“their wives and families all arrayed in their 
gayeft apparel : the belles and beaux appeared 
in their Sunday fuits: even the children were 
in full-drefs; and their flaves decked out in 
holyday clothes. It was quite a gala-day, and _ 
greater numbers of people were colleéted than 
we had fuppofed to have been in the colony, 
Short jackets, with tawdry wide-flowered pet- 
ticoats, and loofe Dutch flippers formed the 
prevailing drefs of the females. Scarlet, crim- — 
fon, and poppy, with all the bright colours — 
ufed in a northern winter, rivalled a tropical 
fun, and reigned confpicuous in the flaming 
- broad-patterned petticoat. To the inhabitants 
it feemed a day of feafting and hilarity, but to 
the poor Africans it was a period of heavy 
grief and affliction ; for they were to be fold 
as beafts of burden—torn from each ee 
and widely difperfed about the colony, ¢ 
wear out their days in the hopelefs toils of 
flavery. 
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_ The fair being opened, and the crowd 
_affembled, thefe unpitied fable beings were 
expofed to the hammer of public auction. A 
long table was placed in the middle of a large 
room, or logis. At one end was feated the 
auctioneer: at the other was placed a chair 
for the negroes to ftand upon, in order to be 
expofed to the view of the purchafers; who 
were fitting at the fides of the table, or Randing 
about the different parts of the room, All being 
in readinefs, the flaves were brought in, one 
at a time, and placed upon the chair before 
the bidders, who handled and infpeted them, 
with as little concern as if they had been ex- 
amining cattle in Smithfield ‘market. They 
turned them about, felt of them, viewed their 
fhape and their limbs, looked into their 
mouths, made them jump and throw out their 
arms, and fubjected them to all the means of 
trial as if dealing for a horfe, or any other 
brute-animal. Indeed the indelicacy fhewn 
towards the poor defencelefs Africans, by fome 
of thefe dealers in their fpecies, was not lefs 
unmanly and difgufting than it was infulting 
to humanity. 


We were fhocked to obferve women in 
Y 4 
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the room who had come to the fair for the ex 
prefs purpofe of purchafing flaves. Nay, even 
children were brought to point the lucky finger, 
and the boy or girl, thus chofen, was bought — 
by papa at the requeft of fuperflitious mama, | 
to give to young mafia or mifly ! 


The price of thefe poor degraded blacks 
varied from 600 to goo guilders, according to 
their age and ftrength, or their appearance of 
being healthy or otherwife. The boys and 
girls were fold for 600 or 700 guilders—fome 
ef the men fetched as high as goo—and the 
women were knocked down at about 800. 


In the courfe of the fale, a tall and robuft 
negro, on being brought into the audction- 
room, approached the table with a fine ne- 
grefs hanging upon hisarm. The man was 
ordered to mount the chair. He obeyed, 
though manifeftly with relu@tance. His bofom 
heaved, and grief was in his eye. ‘The wo- 
man remained in the crowd. A certain price 
was mentioned to fet the purchafe forward, 
and the bidding commenced : but on the flave 
being defired to exhibit the activity of his - 
limbs, and to difplay his perfon, he funk his 
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chin upon his breaft, and hung down his head 


in pofitive refufal—then, looking at the wo- 
man, made figns expreffive of great diftrefs. 
Next he pointed to her, and then to the chair, 
evidently intimating that he defired to have 
her placed by his fide. She was his chofen 
wife, and nature was corretly intelligible. Not 
obtaining immediate acquiefcence, he became 
agitated and impatient. The fale was inter- 
rupted, and as he could not be prevailed upon 
to move a fingle mufcle by way of exhibiting 
his perfon, the proceedings were at a fland. 
He looked again at the woman,—again pointed 
to the chair,—held up two fingers to the auc- 
tioneer, and implored the multitude in anxious 
fuppliant geftures. Upon his countenance 
was marked the combined expreffion of for~ 
“row, affection, and alarm, He grew more 
and more reftlefs, and repeated figns which 
feemed to fay-—‘ Let us be fold together. 
Give me my heart’s choice as the partner of 
my days, then difpofe of me as you pleafe, 
and I will be content to wear out my life in 
the heavy toils of bondage.” It was nature 
that fpake—and her language could not be mif- 
taken! Humanity could no longer refift the © 
appeal, and it was univerfally agreed that they 
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fhould make but one lot. A fecond chair 
was now brought, and the woman was placed _ 
at the fide of her hutband. His countenance 
inftantly brightened. He hung upon the 
neck of his wife, and embraced her with rap- © 
ture—then folding her in his arms, and pref- 
fing her to his bofom, he became compofed ; 
and looked round with a fmile of emeles 
cency; which plainly faid “ proceed !—I am 
yours, yours, or yours! Let this be the affoci- 
ate of my toils, and I am fatisfied.”” The 
bidding was renewed ! They exhibited marks 
of health and ftrength, and, quickly, the twa_ 
were fold together for 1650 guilders, 


* Enough !”—you will fay. ‘‘ Give me 
no more of flaves, nor of flavery !’’—For the 
prefent I obey, and, leaving the dufky Africans, 
proceed to introduce you to the copper- 
colored Indians; thus, leading you to the op- 
pofite extreme of human life, and placing 
vou among thofe of our f{pecies, who fpurn 
alike the fhackles of flavery, and the flavith 
trammels of fociety. I have lately had an 
opportunity of feeing feveral parties of the 
wild and naked inhabitants of thefe woods— 
men who range, at large, in the fulleft free- 
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dom. of nature; neither fuffering their liberty 
to be effaced by bondage, nor abridged by 
civilization. Being one day at the town of 
New Amfterdam with the ating furgeon of 
the garrifon, we took a waik down to the 
Buth *, on the border of the creek or ‘river 
_Kannye. Nigh to the water we met with a 
party of Indians, and oblerving that they made 
no attempt to avoid us, we went fo near to them 
as to mix inthegroup. We found them en- 
gaged in various purfuits ; and remarked that 
none of their occupations fuffered any inter- 
ruption from our prefence. A woman and 
her fon, who were in the river, continued to 
bathe before us, and feemed greatly to enjoy 
the water. Some were cutting wood for firing” 
—fome collecting the Bufh-water t with a 
calabafh, for the. purpofe of drinking, or of 
cooking—fome, with their pot of baked clay | 
upon the fire, were ftewing crabs, together 
with capficum and caflada juice into pepper 
pot—and fome were eating the raw tops of 
the mountain cabbage. To the latter I held 


* Upon this coaft the foreft is termed the Bu/d. 


+ The rain water which lodges in the low parts of 
the foreft. 
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forth my hand implying a defire to partake of 
their repaft. They immediately gave me a 
part; and feemed pleafed on obferving me eat 
of it. A better fallad I never tafted. It was 
very crifp and white—much fuperior to the 
beft lettuce or endive ; and, in favour, fome- 
what refembling the filbert. Perceiving that 
they were not incommoded by our fociety, 
we remained a confiderable time attentively 
watching their proceedings ; but their curiofity 
was not commenturate with our own, for they 
fcarcely looked at us, or appeared to be, in 
any degree, interefted concerning us. With 
indifference they faw us approach—they re- 
garded us with indifference whilft we re- 
mained—and with indifference they witnefled 
our departure. 


Two days after, I fawa much larger party 
of Indians, who came to the Government 
houfe to afk for rum, as a compenfation for 
cutting down timber: and the fame evening, 
on walking towards the creek with fome of 
the officers, we met with a ftill more nume- 
rous body of thefe inhabitants of the foreft, 
who had been employed by the Governor to 
cut down wood preparatory to clearing the 
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land near the town for cultivation. They 
were bufied in packing up all their little ftore 


of implements and utenfils, in order to retura 
to their native abode in the woods, Bows 


and arrows, apparatus for preparing caflada, 
the clay cocking-veffel, hammocks, calabafhes, 
and crab-bafkets conftituted their whole lift 
of ftores and furniture. All thefe were light 
in firucture, or made of light materials, and, 


_ being arranged in compaét order, were eafily 


carried on their backs) ‘The women were 
made to bear the burden; while the men 


took no fhare of the load. One man, who 


had three wives, very neatly packed upon 
their backs, the whole of what he had to 
carry away; then taking up a long ftaff, 
he marched on before with lordly ftep, the 
wives following him in filent train, one after 
another. We walked gently behind a party 
of about forty as far as the creek, and there 
faw fome of them embark in their canoes, 
and paddle up the river, while the others 
tock a narrow path leading into the depths of 
the foreft; and prefently the whole body of 
them were out of fight, leaving not a trace of 
their vilit behind. 
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They come down, occafionally, in parties, 
and enter into an engagement to cut wood for 
a certain compenfation ; but no dependence 
can be placed upon them for a fingle day, for 
they fometimes pack up all belonging to them, 
and return fuddenly and unexpectedly into 
the woods ; from whence they come not again 
for feveral months, perhaps not at all. ‘They 
are naturally indolent, and, being tenacious of 
freedom, they become impatient of the re+ 
ftraint impofed by daily labour; wherefore, 
they haftily caft it off, and fly back to the 
woods to range in their native liberty, which 
knows no bounds, nor controul. From pof- 
{effing a degree of expertnefs in the felling of 
timber, they might be highly ufeful in forward- 
ing the cultivation of the colony, but they 
have no fenfe of induftry, nor do they feem to 
acquire the leaft difpofition to emulate the 
colonifts ina ny of their purfuits :—content 
with finding food and pepper in the woods, 
they have no ambition to become planters. 
Cotton is not neceflary to prote& their naked 
{kins ; nor are their appetites fo refined as to 
require either coffee or fugar. 
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At the fort we have alfo had a vifit from 
an Indian family, who came to us in the true 
ftyle of native accommodation—exhibiting 
the full eqnipage of the family canoe, and 
forming a fcene of high intereft and novelty, 
Before the canoe reached the fort, we obferved 
the long black hair and naked {kins of the 
man, his two wives, and feveral children, who 
were all ftowed about the veflel with the 
firiGeft attention to equipoife—trimming it 
moft exatly. ‘The canoe was large, and, in 
addition to the family, was loaded with cedar 
and other kinds of wood for fale or barter. 
On the top of the cargo appeared a ferocious- 
looking animal, fetting up his briftles like the 
quills of the porcupine. It was a fpecies of 
wild hog caught in the foreft, and hence called 
a bufb-hog. A {mall monkey was likewife 
fkipping about the canoe. At one fide fat 
two very fine parrots, and on the other was 
perched a large and moft beautiful mackaw, 
exhibiting all the rich fplendour of his gay 
plumage. On the canoe arriving at the land- 
ing place, the bow and arrows, the clay cook- 
ing-vellel, calabafhes, hammocks, and crab- 
bafkets, were all brought into view, and we — 
gazed on the whole, as forming a very com- 
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plete and ftriking fpecimen of original equi- 
page, and accommodation. The whole family 
—the haufehold apparatus—the bow and ar- 
rows — the canoe and paddles—the hammocks 
—in fhort all the furniture and implements 
for cooking, for fleeping, for fhooting, fithing, 
and travelling were here moved together in 
one compact body, fo as to render it indiffer- 
ent to them, whether they fhould return to 
the home from whence they came, or take up 
a new abode in any other part of the foreft. 


LETTER. XXL. 


Politené[s and hofpitality of Governor Van Battenburg towards 
the author. The Government-houfe. Its fituation and con= 
firuétion. Excurfion up the creek orriver Kannye. Eftate 
of M ynbeer Ongre: Its produce i in coffee—in cocoa. Num. 
ber and value of t1 the flaves. Mode of preparing cocoa and 
chocolate. - Food, drink, plates, di ifbes, medicine,. and clothing 
all grow in the fields. Berbifche widely remote from head- 
quarters. Uncertainty of receiving news from the army. 
Route by which it commonly reaches Berbifche.. Brave 
condul of a black corps at St. Lucie. The gallant Colonel 

— Malcolin falls at their head. Uncertain of ‘remaining int 
Guiana, the author directs his letters to be fent to St. Do- 
mingo. Garri ifon not unmindful of the 4th oj of Fune, Ene 
chanting eche through the heavy forefts. 


‘Berbifche, ae 


I HAVE lately had- opportunities of raking 
feveral boat excurfions, with Colonel Gammell 
and others of the officers, to New Amfterdam, 
and have had the honor of being prefented 
to Governor and Madame Van Battenburg, of 
whofe hofpitable and polite attentions I can- 
not exprefs myfelf in fufficient terms of praife. 
They have kindly invited me to take up my 
_ abode at the government-houfe, during my 
VOL. Il. a: 
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ftay in the colony, but I have to lament that 
my duties at the hofpital will not allow me to 


avail myfelf of fo flattering and agreeable an 
accommodation. 


The government-houfe is, beyond all 

-comparifon, the handfomeft and moft {pacious 

edifice I have yet feen in South America. It 
ss built near to the river, with one front com- 
manding the water—the other the town. | At 
the entrance is a handfome flight of fteps, 
leading to a fpacious hall, which extends 
acrofs the building, throughout its whole depth. 
At the upper end of the hall an open double 
ftair-cafe leads up to another large room, which 


alfo runs acrofs the centre of the building, 
having the windows of one end looking to the | 
town, and thofe of the other to the river. At | 
the fides of this room, and opening into it, , 
are the different apartments occupying the: 
four angles of the building. 3 


From this confruction a free current of: 
air is preferved in the great central room, and| 
all the other apartments, by spire ORE 
with it, are kept pleafantly cool. 
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A few days ago I joined a fmall party 


from the fort, in an excurfion to fome of the 
planters’ eftates up the river Kannye, and was 
particularly gratified in viewing the rich plan- 
tation of Mynheer Onere. We breakfafted 


and {fet off at an early hour, in order to have 


the day before us, and arrived at this gentle- 
man’s abode juft as he was fitting down to his 
Dutch breakfaft of very excellent crab foup, 
fome fine fifh, a tongue, anda variety of other 
good things. It is the cuftom of the Dutch. 
to take coffee in bed, or as foon as they rife, 
and to make a more fubftantial breakfaft of 


foup and folids about ten o’clock. After par- 


taking of this repaft, we were conduéted about 
the eftate, which is rich and well cultivated, 
yielding abundance of coffee, cocoa, and fome . 
cotton. The annual produce of coffee is . 
eftimated at 140,000lb. weight, and of cocoa 
10,000lb. ‘T'wo hundred flaves are employed 
upon the eftate, calculated at the value of from 
sol. to rool. each. The houfe is handfome 
and f{pacious—the plantation extenfive, and 
the coffe elogis upon a very large feale: the 
whole exhibiting the appearance of fertility 
and opulence. Having vifited the fields of 
coffee, and the cocoa plantation, we next went 
Z. 2 
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to the logis, where we faw the cocoa feeds 
expofed for drying, preparatory to their being 
made into chocolate ; and, alfo, great quantities 
of coffee undergoing the laft procefs, previous 
to being fent to market. It was the firft ex- 
tenfive plantation of cocoa I had feen, and, in 
witnefling the’ mode of preparing this into 
chocolate, I could not but notice that what is 
commonly ufed as cocoa, in England, is only 
the fhell or outer covering of the feed—the 
kernel, or true cocoa being ufed for making the 
chocolate. If, therefore, you fhould wifh to 
drink cocoa, rememember you can only have 
it good by boiling chocolate thin and weak, 
he common cocoa being no other than the 
hufks or fweepings, which cannot be'ufed in 
preparing the chocolate. 


At another eftate we were regaled witht 
fruit, and fome pines were put into the boat,, 
when we were going away. Here we alfo 
pulled from the trees fome calabafhes of un-: 
common fize, to take home with us to ufe by’ 
way of bowls and_ platters. We likewife: 
gathered fome roots of jalap from under the: 
hedges, and obferved the ipecacuanha growing: 
in the fields. ‘Thus, you find, that however 
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fhut from the world, we can neither .want 
fruit, food, nor phyfic; for the hedges, the 
fields, and the gardens amply fupply them all 
-—drink, clothing, and condiment we alfo col- 
le& from the trees, the plants, and the bufhes; 
cand, in the calabafh, bountiful nature has even 
furnifhed us with plates, bafons and difhes. 


We are here fo removed from the head- 
quarters of the army, that I fcarcely know _ 
which would be moft reafonable......for you 
to expect news of its operations from Ber- 
bifche, or for me to afk tidings of its pro- 
ceedings from England! No dire& or regular 
communication is eftablifhed, and the little 
intercourfe continued between us is highly 
‘uncertain and precarious. ‘The intelligence 
that reaches us is moft commonly accidental, 
and in its circuitous route, it is new-modelled, 
by fuch a variety of reporters, and becomes fo 
garbled and disfigured, that too frequently it 
preferves fcarcely any features of accuracy. 
From the army it travels to fome fhip, and is 
tranfported to Barbadoes. There, perhaps, it 
takes a long reft, or wanders over the ifland. 
Next it is picked up in the ftreets, in a dil- 
torted form, by fome trading captain, or his 
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failors, and carried to Demarara. There it 
{trays again throughout the colony, and is- 
tortured and mangled, until, its mutilated 
-remains being thrown into fome chance boat, 


it is finally fent to receive the rites of fepulture 
at Berbifche ! 


We have juft heard that the troops of the 
black corps, which we faw at Barbadoes, have 
behaved with great fpirit and bravery at St. 
Lucie: but that the gallant Colonel Malcolm, 
having unhappily been killed at the head of 
them, they were repulfed, from an attack of 
the Vigie, at the very moment when victory 
was declaring in their favor. It is alfo faid 
that the 37th regiment has fuffered very con- 
fiderably ; but the gazette will have given you 
a more corre@t account of the attack and its 
refult long before this letter can reach you ; 
ftill it may ferve to fhew how late and de- 
fective the intelligence comes to us from the 
great body of the army. It is further reported 
that General Whyte is gone down to St. Do- 
mingo, and that the detachment of the hofpital 
department, remaining in thefe colonies, Is 
foon to follow. ‘This confirms the uncertainty _ 
of my fituation, and renders it difficult for me 
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to receive tidings from you or any other 
friends in England. Perhaps it were beft to 
addrefs to me at the head-quarters of the St. 
Domingo army; then I may chance, fome day 
or other, to receive the letters; but if they are 
fent to Guiana, I may be relieved before they 
arrive, and they may never overtake me, 


Although we had not the ufual incite- 
ments of a fumptuous dinner and a fplendid 
ball, we were not unmindful that the 4th inft. 
was a day of rejoicing. The troops fired a 
feu de joie; anda royal falute founded through 
the thick woods from the fort, and from an 
armed fchooner which was lying in the river. 
Bumpers were filled to his majefty’s health, 
and we were merry and happy as you who 
are revelling in all the luxuries of London. 
One treat was added to our feaft, which, even 
in that all-fupplying place, you would fail to 
meet with, and which I know would have 
extremely delighted you :—viz. the report of 
the cannon through the deep wocds around us, 
with the fhrieks and cries of parrots, monkies, 
and the other wild inhabitants on hearing it: 
and, above all, the enchanting echo which was 
returned to us acrofs the river. Never did 
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found more delight the ear! I had Jiftened 
each night, with rapture, to the folemn rever- 
berations of the evening pun, and was quite / 
prepared to watch the effe&t of < a more heavy 
firing. It was fublime, and wanted only the 
{tillnefs of evening, and the timid rays of the 
moon to render it celeftial. Iffuing from the 
cannon, it hung in murmurs among the 
woods; and being foftened by the water, 
echoed in notes which thrilled the frame with 
fenfations of delight ; indeed fo grand was the 
effet, that one might almoft pardon the en- 
thufiaft who ‘fhould figh for an action by 
moonlight, in order to enjoy the foul-tranf- 
porting echo of thefe wild and endlefs forefts, 
On efcaping from the fort, the found feems 
firft to crofs a part of the water, and rolls 
foftly ‘through the ifland of trees, at the river’s 
mouth: from thence it traverfes the remain- 
der of the wide ftream, and on reaching the 
thick woods of the oppofite fhore, it fuddenly 
echoes, as if abruptly repulfed into the water. 
Afterwards it breaks through. the. forefts, and 
is heard in rumbling undulation, as if inter- 
rupted in its courfe, till at length its awful 
reverberations fteal their hollow way through 
the diflant woods in heavy-rolling thunder, » 
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LETTER XXIL 


Mews reaches Berbifche of the capture of the ifland of St. 
Lucie. A fentinelon guard deftroyed by the ** Coup de So- 
liel.” Marked cafe of yellow fever in a grenadier, named 
Llewellyn, The Savanna near fort Willam Frederic in- 
habited by alligators. A fentinel, frightened by the ap- 
proach of one of thofe amphibia in the night, fires and alarms 
the garrifon. The alligator an animal of great firength and 
hideous form : Is ftrongly protected againft external injury + 
as peculiarly fufceptible of life ; His flefb ufed by the negroes 
as food. Vifit of a party to the governor's and Mr. Blair's 
fete given to the flaves at the governmentehoufe. Author's 
reflections on the fcene. Lhe dance interrupted by a party of 
the fons of Bacchus. Humorous remarks of the governor 
indicative of his corrett knowledge of the Englifh language. 
Politenefs of the governor and Madame Van Battenburg, 
to the officers. Sumptuous entertainment at Mr. Blair’s 
Author vifits the * Yaw-houfe.” Wretched appearance of 
the objetts afflitted with this hideous malady. A diftant ex 
curfion projelted, in which the Author hopes to join. 


Berbifche, June. 


On the roth inft. a floop arrived from 
Demarara bringing us news of the furrender 
of St. Lucie : but ftating only the fimple faa, 
unconfirmed by any authentic details. Still 
we cheerfully hail the tidings, not doubting 
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but the conqueft has been honorable to our 
countrymen and comrades. 
i 
Since I wrote to you laft we have had the 
misfortune to lofe one of the foldiers by the 
difeafe called coup de foleil, or ictus folis. 
The poor man was on guard and ftationed as 
fentinel to take histurn of duty for two hours 
at the gate of the fort, but before this fhort 
period had elapfed he was fuddenly feized, fell 
down, and expired at his poft. The day was 
exceflively hot, and the perpendicular rays of 
the fun fell in their fulleft ardor upon his head. 
Others of the men have likewife experienced 
the difeafe, but we have only, in this inftance, 
feen it fatal. 


I may alfo mention to you a very mark- 
ed and melancholy cafe of yellow fever which 
has occurred at fort William Frederic, afford~ 
ing a ftriking example of the nature of this af- 
flidtive malady. A grenadier named Lle- 
wellyn, a handfome and well made man, of 
—robuft figure, was brought into the hofpital, 
complaining only of an uncaly fenfation about 
the region of the ftomach, which although 
indefcribable,'conveyed to him an early aflur- 
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ance of the fatal tendency of the difeafe, with 
which he was attacked. On afking him to ex- 
plain his complaints, and the feelings which fo - 
alarmed him, he replied—“ J feel that I fhall 
die.” and placing his hand over his ftomach, 
faid he had “ fomething there” that would 
foon killhim. Weufed all the meansin our 
power to divert him from this defponding im- 
preflion—but in vain! nothing he faid could 
reftore him, for he felt the hand of death up- 
on him. He evidently laboured under an at- 
tack of the diforder, termed yellow fever ; but, 
with the exception of this fatal fenfation, no 
_fymptom was préfent which could have led to 
the apprehenfion of immediate danger. At 
_ mynext vifit on the following morning, I found 
him fitting up, and apparently fomewhat re- 
lieved ; buton my afking him how he was, 
he ftill replied — Dying !. I feel that I foall 
Joon be gone.” —He continued perfectly rational 
and collected until the next day; when, alas ! 
death but too furely confirmed the accuracy 
of his predi@ions, From the moment of at- 
tack he had felt affured, that nothing could 
_fave him! The indefcribable feeling he com- 
plained of, feemed to induce a rapid exhauftion 
of the vital powers, while it formed, not only 


34.8 


the leading feature—but almoft the only 
fymptom of the difeafes 


Upon examination, we found the fame 
rednefs of the inner coat of the ftomach, which 
we had obferved in all cafes of yellow fever, 
and in the lungs were fome ftrong marks 
ofrecentinfammation. | | 


I mentioned in a former letter that alliga- 
tors were in the lift of our neighbours at Fort 
William Frederic. They abound in the ad- 
joining favanna, and in their journey down a 
{mall muddy ftream to the river, they often 
wiftt the fofle furrounding the fort ; and 
fometimes are even. bold enough to afcend 
the works, and peep like {pies from the ram 
parts. One of them lately alarmed a fentinel 
in the night, by fuddenly approaching him 
as he was ftanding at his poft within the fort. 
The foldier, terrified at fo unexpected a vifitor, 
in the impulfe of furprife fired upon the ani- 
mal, and fpread an alarm throughout the gar-~ 
rifon. The guard inftantly turned out, and all 
the troops were roufed, and flying to arms, in 
the idea that the enemy was about to land— 
But lo! the frightened crododile retreated, 
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and the foldiers, inftead of fighting, had only 


to return to their beds ! 


We have fince had one of thefe frightful 
amphibia killed, and I may venture to fay; 
that a more hideous fpecimen of the’ animal 
creation, can fearcely be met with. It appear- 


ed the moft forbidding of nature’s forms. The ~ 


green eyes, the fharp teeth and monftrous 
jaws, the ftrong waving tail, the hard impene- 
trable fkin, and the fhort thick legs, and for- 
midable claws, together with the circumftance 
ofits crawling fo near the earth, render the 
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alligator a real object of horror. He is ftrong= 


| ly armed both for attack and defence: while 
his fcaly horn-like fkin, ferves as a protedt- 


ing coat of mail, he poffefles, as an aflailant, 


the devouring gtafp of his fhark-like teeth, 


and the power of ftriking a blow with his 
ftrong fhell-like tail, which might knock a 


man down, or fracture his legs.—His fhort 


limbs are alfo of peculiar ftrength, and are 


each armed with four powerful claws, 


With all this ftrength of form, ite of ac- 


tion, he is an animal fingularly tenacious of life: 


indeed, by the comimon means of deftrudtion 
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‘itis impoffible at once to deprive him of ani- 
mation ; for however cut, beaten or torn, {till 
fiens of vitality remain for aconfiderable time. 
It is only with extreme difficulty that he is 
conquered in the firft inftance, and—even when 
fubdued-—to kill him is ftill a tafk, Unlefs 
at certain parts, a mufquet ball will not pene- 
trate his {kin, and a {trong blow {fcarcely does 
him any injury. If cut, or torn in pieces, and 
left to appearance dead, he, for a long time af- 
ter, exhibits marks of vitality upon being 
touched. 


The one we deftroyed was firft thot in 
the head, but he was ftill a moft dangerous 
and active enemy, and had nearly feized one 
of the negroes by the leg. Notwithfanding 
his being fhot, he remained unfubdued until 
he had received many fevere blows.behind the 
neck ; and for long after this he ftruck very 
powerfully with his tail. Further attempts were 
made to kill him, but, as late as two hours 
from the time he was conquered, he preffed 
my hand with confiderable force, on taking 
hold of his claw ; for feveral hours longer, he 
continued to fhew figns of life, and it was even 
difficultto markthe momentwhen it became ex- 
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tinét. T had intended that you fhould fome day 
have feen his formidable coat of armour, and for 
that purpofe, I had given dire€tions to have it 
carefully preferved; but from waiting to know 
that the poor animal was actually dead, before 
we flripped him of his fkin, we unluckily loft 
him, and I fhall only be able to thew you his 
elaws. Having left him near the hofpiral 
while we walked into the fort, the negroes 
took an opportunity of ftealing him away ; and 
on returning we found our alligator chopped 
in pieces, and ftewing into foup—the flaves 
anticipating the mefs, as a deliciousfeaft. The 
meat was white, and not unlike the fleth of a 
rabbit, and were it not for the common 
prejudice attaching to its form, perhaps, as food, 
the alligator might not be found inferior to 
other amphibious animals. Poflibly if might 
be equal to our high-flavored turtle, or the 
more delicate frogs of France. 


We have lately made a party from the 
fort, and fpent two moft pleafant days—one 
at the governor’s—the other with Mr. Blair, a 
‘rich planter, refiding at a fhort diftance down 
the coaft on the oppolite fhore of the rivers 
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At the governor’ s a dance and féte were 
given in the ev ening to the flaves, and we ‘were 
extremely delighted to fee with how much of 
real happinefs they enjoyed themfelves. They 
aflembled in the great hall of the government- 
houfe, having a violin, with the fife and drum 
for their band. Both negroes and mulattoes 
danced with an animation and vivacity which 
befpake them free from care. The governor, 
his lady, his fifter, feveral gentlemen of the 
colony, and our party irom the fort attended 
as {pectators, and were all amufed and gratified 
in witneffing this merry dance of flaves. While. 
looking upbn them at this joyous moment; 
I bent a thought to Europe, and withed that 
the tattered and indigent fons of liberty could 
feel as happy. 


Madame Van Battenburg, who is ftudious 
to promote the comfort of her fable throng; 
cordially participated in their mirth, and by 
her cheerfulnefs and vivacity added_new wings 
to the feftive hours. Reflecting that the pea- 
fants who toil in freedom for their daily bread, 
have not within their teach {uch complete and 
cheerful relaxation as was procured to thefe 
contented flaves, I became fixed in contem- 
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-  plation of the feene before me, until the com- 
forts and advantages had. nearly concealed 
from my mind the bitter ills of flavery. But 
bufy recolle@tion brought to my remembrance 
that every flave had not Governor Van Batten- 
burg for a mafter, nor Madame Van Batten- 
burg, foe. eee | a friend! for fuch the truly 
is to thofe who ferve her in bondage. 


Until now I had only feen the flaves 
_- perform the rude African dance upon the open 
green, and had not imagined them capable of 
moving with fuch order as they here ex- 
hibited in regular country dances.—Even 
minuets, to our furprize, were led down, 
in precife and ftately ftep, and with a de- 
gree of eafe and gracefulnefs of movement 
which is feldom witneffed among the common 
people of England. Mirth and gaiety fpark- 
led in every eye, and animated every counte- 
nance. It was pleafure unalloyed, and, yield 
ing to the glowing impulfe of nature, each 
gladdened foul drank in full draughts at the 
pureft fountain of enjoyment. They were ins 
deed happy—happy flaves ! 


'-Tn the courfe of the evening a circum- 
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ftance occurred which had nearly interrupted 
the order and harmony of the féte ; but it fer- 
minated with only affording to the governor a 
 pleafant and facetious opportunity of con- 
vincing us of his intimate knowledge of the 
Englith language. In the midft of the dance 
three officers of our army and navy, who were 
not of the party invited, and who had been 
devoting rather too freely to the rofy god, 
came reeling, abruptly, into the hall. One of 
them, with the bufy officion{nefs of inebriety, 
infitted upon introducing the others to Ma- 
dame Van Battenburg : but he had forgotten 
his Englith !—or, in the confidence infpired 
by wine, was ambitious to difplay his know- 
ledge of French ; and therefore addrefled her 
only in the latter language, {peaking it fo in- 
correctly that it was difficult to comprehend 
what he faid, or rather what he meant to fay. 
Alarmed at his recling and ftammering, Ma- 
dame Van Battenburg begged to be protected 
left he fhould tumble againft her; and true 
enough, at this moment, the poor captain fell 
{prawling at her feet, and narrowly efcaped 
beating herdown. After much exertion, and 
with fome afliftance, he again rofe up, and fup- 
ported himfelf upon his legs. He had now to 
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tempted in broken French—too bad to be un- 
derftood. During all this his companions were 
reeling about the hall, but, regardlefs of them, 
he continued to perfecute Madame Van Batten- 
burg with his bad French, and even infifted up- 
on either her or Mademoifelle Van Battenburg 
joining with him in the dance, “ Venez, Venez, 
Madame,” faidhe —“ ilfaut danfer—voulez vous 
viens danfer avec moi 2” but finding he could 
not prevail with either of the ladies, he fud- 
denly turned from them, and happening to 
{tumble again upon his companions, each of 
them feized a fable damfel, and dragging their 
three ebon partners into the row, took their 
places in the dance. But it foon appeared that 
they could perform only ree/s, and the country 
dances of the blacks being interrupted by their 
prefence, it became neceflary to lead away thefe 
flaves..... of the bottle, in order to prevent 
both the fpeétators, and the dancers from being 
deprived of their amufement; and according- 
ly, with fome trouble they were led back to 
‘the barrack. Madame Van Battenburg feeling 
furprifed at our intoxicated captain fpeaking 
to her only in bad French, mentioned it as e= 
markable, that he did not utter one fyllable of 
A AZ 
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- Enplith: when the governor, on hearing the’ 
obfervation, replied, no! my dear, it is not at’ 
all ftrange that Captain — —— fhould not fpeak 
Englith to-night! on the contrary it is high 
ly proper and correét: you know he isa 
Britith officer ! True! faid Madame Van Bat- 
tenburg, and that is the very reafon’ why he 
fhould fpeak Englifh ! No, no, no! my dear, 
refumed the governor, that is exprefsly the rea= 
fon why he fhould not—* It would be difloyal. 
in a Britifh officer fo clip the King’s Englifb.”’ 
On another occafion this agreeable Dutch-- 
man gavéa fimilar proof of his clofe acquain-. 
- tance with our language. One day as they’ 
were fitting over the bottle, he and an officer’ 
of the navy debated refpefing fome propertys, 
which the governor confidered as private, andl 
the officer as public. The former urged thatt 
it was facred, and might not be confifcated 5} 
while the latter infifted that it was co— 
lonial, and ought to be condemned for the 
benefit of the captors. Each maintained! 
‘his opinion with amicable warmth—neithert 
yielding to the other. In the oe a ball! 
“was given to the party at the governor's houfe ;; 
‘and in the mirthful dance, the officer, perhapss 
alittle elevated by the debate, or the bottle:, 
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took Madame Van Battenburg in his arms and. 
faluted her. The governor obferving it, in- 
fiantly called out with emphafis—* Very well 
| captain ! Do you not confider that Arzvate pro- 
perty either ?” Perhaps few | foreigners, who 
have not refided a long time in England, have 
acquired a more juft idea of the {pirit of our 
language. The governor.is a pleafant well- 
informed man, and a focial companion. His 
addrefs is genteel ; his manners cultivated, He 
is hofpitable and friendly : his mind i is highly 
liberal, and in his conduét he obtains general - 
refpect and efteem. His dooris always open 
to his friends: the officers are frequently | 
invited to his table, and he kindly allows them 
to confider his houfe as a “home. 


Madame Van pine nes is cheerful and 
entertaining. Her difpofition is lively and 
animated ; the fings very fweetly, and in con- 
verfation is fprightly and affable. She ge- — 
_neroufly emulates the governor in his friendly 
hofpitality, and, together, they make theirabode 

pleafant and familiar to us all. 


There being no coffee-houfe nor tavern 
at New Amfterdam, and the government- 
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houfe being moft conveniently fituated at the 
landing place on the bank of the river, we are 
happy to avail ourfelves of the liberal offer of 
the governor, and to make his manfion our 
refting place, and point of rendezvous, in our 
occafional vifits to the town. 3 


To fpeak of the fumptuous day we had 
at Mr. Blair’s were to throw an air of doubt 
upon my former notes regarding the paucity 
of freth provifions in thefe colonies. But let 
it be remembered that individuals of large 
eftate may find:the means of procuring a 
moft ample fupply, for their own table, al- 
though the colony may not furnifh an over- 
plus to fend to the public market: and, in- 


deed, at Berbifche frefh animal food is pro- | 
vided for the troops more frequently than | 


we have yet been able to procure it at De- 
miarara. 


Mr. Blair, is one of the moft opulent 


planters in thefe colonies, and, not difliking 


the good things of life himfelf, he has affem- 


bled them at his place of refidence in fof. 


cient fupply to enable him to treat his friends 
with the moft fumptuous liberality. He is 


| 


359 


generous and focial, and the riches of his » 
table are difpenfed with all the bounty of his 
nature. Inftead of a plain cottage juft rifing 
from the wild woods of an infant fettlement, 
we might have fancied ourfelves feaiting in 
one of the hofpitable manfions of old England, 
nay, in fome chartered hall, even, of volup- 
tuous London itfelf. 


‘The houfe is a compact dwelling, neatly 
built of plain wood, offering in its exterior 
nothing to attra the ftranger’s eye, nor to 
befpeak the many luxuries within. It ftands 
on the border of the fea, open to the wide 
ocean. Before it, is an extenfive and flat beach 
of firm fand, forming a pleafant ride or walk 
at the fide of the water. The eftate is quite 
in its infancy, being recently formed out of 
the rude foreft, and indeed only now breaking 
into cultivation. In great part of it the young 
plants of cotton are juft fhooting from the foil 
between the remaining ftumps of trees lately 
deftroyed. Yet notwithftanding the. infant | 
{tate of this hofpitable home, it offers more of ) 
the good things of life, than I had feen at 
any other place fince leaving England. Having 
no market in the colony, each planter’s abode 
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muft neceflarily furnith all within itfelf. No 
aid can be hadfrom the butcher’s, or the baker’s, 
none from the ereen-grocer’s, or poulterer’s,— 
the paftry-cook’s, or confe@tioner’s.. No'fuch 
perfons are here known, and hence the whole 
of the éntertainment muft be the immediate 
produdtion of the eftate: every neceflary, every 
comfort, and every luxury that is given, or en- 
~ joyed, muft be found in the houfe or upon 
the plantation, yet in fuch plenty were they 
ferved at this prolific home, that one might 
have fancied a Covent-garden, or a Leaden- 
hall market to have been near. From all we 
had previoufly feen in the colonies, it had 
been wild to have conje€tured that fo com- 
plete a colle€tion could have been aflembled. 


A large and very handfome boat. was 
fent for our conveyance, having an awn- 
ing at the ftern to protect us from the fun; 
- and we were rowed acrofs the mouth of the 
river by eight of the fineft flaves of the eftate, 
who pulled us on with furprifing fpeed. At 
the landing place another party of flaves were 
in attendance with horfes in readinefs to con- 
duc usto the houfe. The fun was extremely 
powerful, but we had a pleafant ride about a 
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mile and a half through fields of cotton and 
of plantains; the negroes running at the. 
horfes fides, according to the cuftom of the 
country, as faft as we chofe to ride. | 


Hock and Seltzer water were: prefented 
immediately on our arrival, and the time until 
dinner was moft gratefully occupied in the 
_perufal of a packet of newfpapers, juft arrived 
from England: than which perhaps a greater 
treat could not have been offered us. For 
dinner we had excellent foup, with boiled fifth, 
ftewed fith, and fifh in pie—alfo turtle, and 
crabs, moft exquifitely drefled, and forming 
two uncommonly rich and_high-feafoned 
difhes. We had likewife a fide of lamb, a 
fine goofe, a large well-favored ham, and a 
variety of other good things. Pies, tarts, and - 
a well compounded “rijfe followed, amidft a 
complete courfe of fwects. The cook was 
quite a proficient, and did every juftice to the 
feaft, the whole dinner being well dreffed, and 
as well ferved. We had afterwards pines, 
fhaddocks, melons, water-lemons, and mul- 
titudes of other fruits. Nor were the fluids 
of the banquet lefs amply adminiftered. Hock, 
Claret, Madeira, and Port wines were in liberal 
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ufe. We had alfo Seltzer and Spa waters, 
likewife bottled imall beer, ale, and porter, with 
brandy, rum, Hollands, noyeau, and other 
liqueurs—all in fupply fufficient for a lord, 
mayor's feaft, 7 


After our good eating and drinking we 
took a walk about the plantation, and found 
every corner of it equally plenteous as the 
table and the cellar. Such a ftore of living 
ftock, both large and fmall, I had not feen 
upon any eftate fince my arrival in the Weit- 
ern world. Here were large herds of cows, 
oxen, fheep, and goats ; droves of hogs, horfes, 
and mules; flocks of geefe, turkies, ducks, 
Guinea fowls, and chickens. A more gratify- 


ing aflemblage of domeftic plenty could icarcely _ 


be found in any country. Among the ftock I 
fhould not omit to mention a pen of living 
turtles kept in readinefs for the table :—whole 


droves of crabs were alfo running about near — 


the door ;—and the neighbouring fea 1s, at all 
times made tributary to the board. Several 
hundreds of negroes employed at work, or 
moving from place to place, improved the 
variety of the fcene; while they added effen- 
tially to the value of the home—for, like the 
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eattle, thefe are always included in calculating 
the ftock of the eftate. Together with the 
multitude of domeftic produdtions at this all- 
fupplying abode were likewife fome of themore 
rare and curious fpecimens—fuch as the {mall 
lion, —monkey—and the large powys, or wild 
turkey of the woods; alfo the trumpeter, the 
fly-catcher, and feveral other uncommon birds. — 
Our walk was highly gratifying, and offered 
much to excite, as well as to intereft our con- 
templations. We-extended it to the fea beach, 
and found the fand flat and firm as a bowling- 
green, and of a dark brown colour, whence it | 
was neither liable to be blown into the eyes, 
nor to offend them by its brightnefs. A cool 
and conftant fea-breeze adds to the many ad- 
vantages of this fituation: it is always free 
and pure, there being nothing to impede or 
contaminate it between the houfe and the 
ocean. After it grew dark a rubber was pro- 
pofed as the amufement of the evening—but 
cards had no power to attraét the majority 
of us from the dear unfinifhed Times and 
Chronicle. We flept in hammocks according 
to the common mode of the country, and a 
moft excellent and convenient mode it is, for a 
very large party may be thus accommodated 
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in afmall houfe, it being only neceflary to - 
hang up as many hammocks as there are per- 
fons. Neither beds, fheets, nor blankets are 
. required, for the hammock includes them all, 
and ferves as bedftead, mattrefs, and coverlet 
into the bargain. | 7 


The next morning I rofe at an early 
hour, and made a walk before breakfaft, to 
vifit what is here termed the ‘ yaw-houfe ;” 
a kind of hofpital placed ata diftance from 
all the other buildings, for the accommodationof 
fuch of the negroes as may be afflicted with that 
-hideousand diftrefling malady—the yaws. Here 
I faw fome of the moft ftriking pictures of hu- . 
man mifery that ever met my eye—fad objects 
of compaffion, and difguft! Notto commiferate 
their fufferings were impoffible, but their of- 
fenfive and wretched appearance creates a 
fenfe of horror on beholding them. Of all 
the unfightly difeafes which the human body 
is heir to, this is perhaps the worft. Imagine 
to yourfelf a group of meager fickly-looking 
negroes, with their bones almoft piercing their 
unhealthy obfufcate fkins, and their bodies 
befet with ragged noxious fores, and ulcer- 
ous excrefcences, and you will have fome idea 
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of the miferable inhabitants of ..... a yaw 
houfe. Congregated difeafe, crowded fuffer- 
ing, and accumulated wretchednefs are f{pec- 
tacles common to the eyes of medical men; - 
and [ may add that they have been long familiar 
to mine! Yet the effe&t of this fcene was too 
-impreffive ever to be effaced from the eye of 
my mind. Some of thefe difeafed and truly 
pitiable obje€ts. were crouching upon their 
haunches round a f{moky fire, fome ftood 
trembling on their fadly ulcerated limbs, others, — 
{upporting themfelves by a large flick, were 
Ciageie their wretched bodies from place to 
place; while many, too feeble to rife, lay 
fhivering with pain and torture upon the bare 
boards of a wooden platform. 


Unhappily for our fpecies, this moft 
odious diftemper is contagious, and readily 
communicated from one perion to another ; 
nor has it hitherto been found to be within 
the power of medicine. It often exifts for 
years, and even where it fooner yields, its 
removal is more the effe& of time and regi- 
men than of medical. treatment, 


When a negro is attacked with this cruel 
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diforder, he is feparated from his fellow= | 
flaves, and fent to the yaw-houfe to remain 
until he recovers. Commonly it is fix, and 
often twelve months, or even more, before 
he is again fit to return amidft the gang. An 
improved diet, with cleanlinefs, pure air, and 
fea bathing are moft conducive to his recovery 3 
whence it may be inferred that filthinefs, and 
poverty of food, are among the occafional 
caufes of the difeafe. From its refemblance 
to an afflicting malady, but two well known 
in Europe, mercury has been much employed 
as a remedy, but, unfortunately, with very 
little fuccefs. | 


I may here announce to you that an- 
other excurfion of a more extenfive nature 
has been projected, for the purpofe of vifiting 
the planters’ eftates in the remoteft parts of 
the colony ; and of proceeding up the river 
even beyond the fartheft fettlement of the 
colonifts, in order to fee the Indians in their 
native dwellings amidft the deep woods. The 
governor and feveral other gentlemen refiding 
near the town have been confulted as to the 
facilities of fuch an expedition ; but the opi- 
nions colleéted are difcordant and unfatisfac- 
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tory——fome conceiving that it might be effected 
without difficulty—fome confidering it as pe- 
rilous and quixotic, and others reprefenting it 
as wholly impracticable: but we find that it 
is extremely difficult to obtain any accurate 
information upon the fubjea, there being very 
few perfons in the colony who have ue taited 
themfelves regarding either the remote parts 
of the fettlement, dr the actual ftate and ha- 
bits of the people whofe territory they have 
invaded, and who have been driven from the 
very foil on which they are now acquiring 
their riches: hence, if undertaken, it muft be en- 
tirely a marooning excurfion, the party making 
a home wherever it can be found, proceeding 
while it can be made pleafant, and returning 
when it becomes difagreeable. Under all 
circumftances if it takes place, I fhall endeavour 
to be one of the party—and, need I remark 
to you that, I fhall not be the firft who will 
propofe to return, If we gommy pocket 
ink-cafe fhall be my travelling companion, and 
in noting obfervance, I will think toward you 


from the wildeft depths of the foreft. 
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—Tndolence and vifionary difficulties often the bane of our gratifi= 
cation. Author engages with a party in a marooning exe 
curfion up the river Berbifche. No fixed plan, but the 
jeurney regulated by the information and treatment met with 
en route. Difficulties and ebftacles fuggefted by gentlemen 
of the colony. Ignorance of the Dutch language the greateft 
impediment. Stores and neceffary refources collected in the 
boat. Departure from New Amfterdam.- Mode of com- 
pleting the boat's crew a little unwarrantable. Plantation 
Het Pleytanker the firft place of call. The party well re- 
ceived by Mr. Deen. Meet Mynheer Abbenfets. Proceed 
with him to Effendam to pajs the night. Friendly attention 
of Mynheer Wobler a Hanoverian furgeon. Author and 
Mynheer Wobler make a promenade round the plantations 
Effendam, and San Souct. 


Berbifche, June 28. 


How true it is, my friend, that where incli- : 
nation leads, difficulties are eafily fubdued ! . 
After the many apprehenfions expreffed, and 
the various interruptions and difficulties enu- 
merated, we have performed our contemplated 
expedition, without encountering a fingle im- 
pediment which was not readily overcome. 
This confirms to me the opinion that moft of 
the obftacles oppofed to our minor purfuits, 
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and even of the mighty obftrutions placed in 
the more important path of life exift only in 
imagination. In far the majority of inftances 
difcretion and prudent perfeverance might fur= 
mount them, but where exertion is required, 

we are too indolent to remove the oppofing 
forms which fancy has created. Terrified, or 
too implicitly yielding to vifionary impofli- 
bilities, torpid ina@tion examines not whether 
they are phantoms or realities, and we forego 
the advantages of the purfuit, from a difincli- 
nation to ufe the efforts that may be required 
in its execution. 


In the prefent inftance, had we liftened 
to the timid counfel of thofe whom fancied — 
difficulties had deterred from engaging in it 
themfelves, we had jnegleCted making an excur- 
fion which has afforded us infinite gratification. 


But, to our fubjeét. Soon after our vifit at 
Mr. Blair’s, our party was formed, and we fet: 
off en guartette, Captain de Courcy, Captain 
Webb, Lieutenant Mackie, and myfelf, on: our 
fondly anticipated j Journey. We had a four-’ 
oared boat from the fort, with an awning built 
over the part where we fat, which not only 
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proteCed us from the fun, but alfo, by means 
of a door and windows, enclofed us as it were 
ina cabin. Sufficient intelligence could not: 
be collected to enable us to fix either the limits 
of our excurfion, or the period of our return. 
We had, therefore, no fettled route, and our 
movements were to be forward or retrograde, 
as we found that pleafure or difcomfort at- 
tended our path. It was completely a maroon- 
ing or rambling adventure. Placed at the 
difpofal of the blind goddefs, we referved to 
ourfelves only the power of retreating, in cafe _ 
fhe fhould ufe us unkindly. Where to find | 
food, or where take reft depended entirely 
upon chance. Every planter, and every eftate 
were alike unknown to us: but we knew that 
there were plantations, and places of abode, 
upon the borders of the river: we knew, alfo, 
that in all civilized countries, where ftrangers 
are but feldom feen, hofpitality is a prevailing, 
charadteriftic of the inhabitants; we, therefore, 
became intruders upon the good-will of the 
colonifts, refolving to feek a home wherefoever._ 
our convenience fhould point, and to regulate | 
our journey by the information we fhould 
acquire, and the treatment we might experl- 
éhce: If the excurfion fhould turn out 
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pleafant and interefting, we might purfue it to 
the extent of nearly two hundred miles up the 
‘river. If on the other hand we fhould find 
it perplexing and inconvenient we were to 
return after,the firft or fecond day—thus 2O- 
verning ourfelves wholly by events, | 


Among the obftacles faid to prefent thems 
felves, was that of it being a bad period of the 
year; and it was fuggefted that from the heavy 
rains of the wet feafon, the river would be 
{welled, and the current fo rapid, that the 
negroes would not be able to row againft the 
ftream. Upon this account it was contended 
that we could journey only a very fhort difs 
tance each day, and not even that without 
great labour and fatigue to the flaves. Had 
we not received other more happy reports, 
this would have deterred us from the under- 
taking. It certainly was a circumftance that 
merited confideration, and we found in it an 
additional reafon for avoiding every thing like 
. a fettled plan. The opportunity muft always 
prefent itfelf of learning at one eftate how far 
diftant we were from others, and we fhould 
then have the power of judging by the tide, 
and by the labour required, at which to paufe: 
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and, at worft, fhould night chance to overtake 
us, when no plantation was nigh, we fhould 
always have the remedy of tying the boat to 
a tree or a bufh at the fide of the river, and 
letting the negroes reft until morning. 


The only real difficulty that feemed to 
prefent itfelf was our ignorance of the Dutch 
language. It happened that I was the only 
one of the party who had any knowledge of 
it, and there was much caufe to doubt, whether 
I might be fufficiently converfant with it to 
make myfelf underftood. However, by a 
little Dutch, alittle French, and alittle Englith 
we trufted we might make our way. It being 
probable that we fhould be many days on our 
excurfion, we eftablifhed a-certain routine of 
duty, fuch as directing the flaves, prefenting 
the party to ftrangers, making the neceflary 
arrangements, &c.; and agreed that each fhould 
take it by turn to be “orderly ” for the day, 
thus forming a fort of military fatigue duty, 
which was to fall upon each in rotation, ac- 
cording to a fettled mufter. 


To provide for ourfelves the comforts, or 
even the neceflaries of the journey, was not in 
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our power. Our whole lift of ftores confifted 
of a cold ham and fome bread, with a fupply 
of plantains for the negroes, fome wine and 
Hollands, a few bottles of water, and our 
hammocks, 


The fides of the river being, for the moft 
part, very flat and low, and entirely covered 
with thick woods, we were fenfible that the 
views could not be fufficiently varied at all 
times to amufe the eye and the mind, or to 
prevent the fatigue which muft neceflarily 
arife from fitting many hours each day in the 
boat; we therefore took with us fome books 
and a pack of cards, as oecafional refources 
to divert us from the continued famenefs of the 
{fcene. 


Thus equipped, we embarked on the 
morning of Wednefday June 15, from the 
town of New Amfterdam. Unfortunately on 
proceeding to the boat, we found only four 
negroes on board, and without a fifth, to act 
as timoneer, we mutt cither have fuffered the 
inconvenience of lofing the ufe of an oar by 
putting one of the four flaves to the helm, or 
_ we mult have been fubjeQed to the annoy- 
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ance of being always expofed to the rain or_ 
the fun, by taking the fteering duty ourfelves. 
In this dilemma, I blufh to fay that a remedy 
was found in the expedient of half-feducing, 
and half-prefling into our fervice a negro who 
was ftanding in idlenefs at the landing place. 
Our crew being thus completed, wé ordered | 
the moft intelligent of the fort negroes to af- 
fume the poft of cockfwain, and putting the 
others to the oars, took our departure without 
having decided where to make even our firlt 
place of call. Rich eftates, commodious | 
houfes, and hofpitable planters, were not de- 
ficient about this part of the river; and as we 
had adopted the principle of feeking a home, 
wherefoever we fhould find it moft convenient, 
we refigned ourfelves without hefitation to the 
diferetion of the flaves, defiring them to make 
a port whenever they might. feel themf{elves 
fatigued, or fhould find the tide impede their 
progrels. It peatian that they took us on 
{hore, about two o'clock, at a plantation called 
vid wr Kel Pleytanker.” We advariced to the houfe 
fans ceremonie, and introduced ourfelves by 
obferving that we were engaged in an excur- 
fion up the river, and had put in for the pur-. 
pofe of refting the flaves;. and of learning, 
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where we might conveniently take up our 
quarters for the night. We were received 
with great hofpitality by M. Deen, the mana- 
ger, who infifted upon our taking dinner be-_ 
fore we proceeded further. At table we met 
a Dutch gentleman, named Abbenfets, who, 
on learning the nature of our expedition, very 
cordially invited us to accompany him’to the 
plantation “ Eflendam,” where he was pleafed. 
to fay he fhould be happy to accommodate us 
not only for the night, but for the morrow, 
and as long as we could make it convenient to 
give him our company. We hailed this as a 
fortunate rencontre, not merely on account of 
being provided with a home for the firft night, 
but as it augured favorably refpeCting the 
hofpitality we might require at the various 
plantations in the courfe of our journey.— We 
partook of a very good dinner at Het Pley- 
_ tanker, and, foon afterwards, availing ourfelves 
of the tide, accompanied M. Abbenfets to Ef 
fendam, which we found to be one of the 
richeft coffee plantations of the colony. The 
houfe befpeaks the value of the eftate, being a 
{pacious building, and fuperior to any we-had 
feen in Berbifche, except the governor’s man- | 
fion. Nothing could exceed the kind liberality 
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of M. Abbenfets. He entertained us with all 
the cordiality of a friend, and we lamented that 
from fpeaking a different language, we were 
deprived of the full enjoyment of his fociety. 
M. Abbenfets knew only his native tongue, 
therefore, in converfing with him, we were 
obliged to fpeak in French through the medium 
of a Mynheer Wohler, a Hanoverian furgeon, 
to whom we were prefented on our arrival at 
Effendam, and who, very obligingly, undertook 
the office of interpreter to both parties. On 
account of my being a medical man, and having 
fome little knowledge of the Dutch language, 
M. Wobhler addrefled himfelf moftly to me in 
converfation ; and, as a profeflional brother, 1. 
was likewife honored with further attentions, 
and invited to accompany him in a ride round 
the eftate; for which purpofe he ordered a very 
excellent horfe to be faddled and brought to 
the door; accordingly, leaving the other gen- 
tlemen to converfe by figns with M. Abbenfets, 
we made the tour, not only of Effendam, but 
alfo of Sans Souci, the adjoining plantation 
under the management of M. J. Abbenfets, 
nephew of Mynheer Abbenfets of Effendam. 
Green paths, bordered with luxuriant fruit 
trees, traverfe thefe eftates at various parts, 
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and, together with forming pleafant rides, give 
a general air of neatnefs, and add to the rich- 


nefs conveyed by the fertile coffee buthes 
which fpread the fields. 


On our arrival at Effendam we were ferv- 
ed with teaand coffee, and at nine o’clock was 
fet before us a handfome {upper of foup, fowls, 
omlet, and many other good things. Madeira 
and claret were amply fupplied, alfo Hollands, 
bottled {mall beer and porter. At eleven we 
went to our hammocks, congratulating each 
_ other on the fuccefs of our firft day’s adven- 
ture. 


Our intrufions were not barely permitted, 
but we were received and treated with the 
moft unafiected hofpitality, and in the kind at- 
tentions of thofe we vifited we could difcover 
that genuine welcome, which feeks to make the 
{tranger feel that in giving his company an 
obligation is conferred—not received. 
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Author and his Bee leave Effendam. Generous and friend 
‘ty hofpitality of Mynbeer Abbenfets. The party obtain muck 
ufe ful information from Mynheer Schneider refpecting their 
journey. Mynheer Abbenfets and Mynbheer Schneider con- 
tribute additional fupplies to the boat. A long journey to 
the efate Vigilantie. Heavy toil for the flaves. They flop 
occafionally and plunge into the river to refrefb themfelves. 
A friendly welcome by Mynheer Malfted. Author vifits the 
negro yard at Vigilantie. Is prefented by q negro to his 


fier. An example of the effect of flavery. A jingular 
mode of punifbment. ~The party leave Vigilantie — arrive 


at the eld town of Amfterdam. Vifit Mynheer — le vieu 
Fifcal, and Mynbeer Scholten. Le wiew Bifcal converfes ins 
Latin — profefes great efteem for the Englifh — is viclently 
inimical to the Stadtholder. 


Berbifche. 
W; left feridam anny aid following morning 


but not without receiving many new proofs of 
the friendly hofpitality of Mynheer Abbenfets, 
who kindly entreated us to lengthen our pre- 
fent.vifit, and invited us to make his houfe our 
home, and remain longer with him on our 
return. In all the generofity of his character 
he ordered fome bottles of wine, anda ftore 
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of provifions to be put into the boat. for our 
ufe, en route; and, likewife, fupplied the 
negroes with an additional ftock of Hollands 
and of plantains. It was between eight and nine 
o'clock when we left this generous flranger. 
According to the Dutch cuitom, coffee had 
been ferved to us as foon as we rofe from our 
hammocks, but we refervéd ourfelves for a_ 
more folid breakfaft at our next place of call. 


This was at one of the fugar plantations 
of Mr. Blair, on the borders of the river, 
nearly oppofite to Lffendam. Here again 
warm greetings met us at the landing place. 
M. Schneider, who has the management of the 
cftate, received us witha moft friendly welcome; 
and a breakfaft of fowls, ergs, and other folids 
was, prefently, fet before us. We found M. 
Schneider a very intelligent man, and acquired 
more information from him- refpe@ing our 
journey than from any perfon we had feen. He. 
had already made the excurfion we were en- 
gaged in, and to a far greater extent than we 
could poflibly have it-in our power to follow 
him, he having proceeded to the diftance of 
eight hundred miles up the river. But he was 
equipped for the purpofe, and attended bya 
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party. of Indians as conductors, and a young 
Indian girl, who had refided among the colo- 
nifts, as interpreter. 


The tide ferving for us to proceed, we 
were compelled to make our vifit at M. 
Schneider’s much fhorter than we could have 
wifhed; we therefore had barely time to take 
our breakfaft, and accompany the intelligent 
manager in a fhort walk about the plantation, 
in order to fee the fugar works, fome fine trees 
of the mango, and a young plantation of the 
bread fruit. At 10 o'clock we refumed our 
feats in the boat when M. Schneider kindly 
defired to contribute to our {tore fome bread, 
and fome rum. We alfo difcovered that he 
had fent on board, without our knowledge, half 
a dozen bottles of very fine porter, of which 
he had obferved us to partake, with great en- 
joyment, at our fecond breakfaft. Inftructed 
by M. Schneider, we were to make our next 
home at the eftate Vigilantie, where we arrived 
at 7 o'clock in the evening, This was a fe- 
were day for our flaves.. Indeed they were 
expofed to far more of labour and exertion 
than we fhould have required of them, but 
from their own confent to the propofal of M. . 
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Schneider ; who, affuring us that they were 
fully competent to the journey, afked them if 
they could row to Vigilantie that evening? 
They replied in the affirmative, and cheerfully 
executed the tafk, arriving in high fpirits, and 
{miling when we afked them if they were not 
fadly tired. But we had not felt at eafe re. 
garding them, throughout the day’s journey ; 
for, except the fhort time we remained with 
M. Schneider, we were in the boat from half- 
paft eight in the morning until feven in the’ 
evening. That even negroes could fupport 
fo many hours of heavy and inceffant labour in 
fuch a climate was paft our conjeture. The 
only relief they required was to reft, occafion- 
ally for a few minutes, upon their oars; at 
which intervals, although extremely heated, 
and bathed in perfpiration, they had no fooner 
ftopped, than they plunged from the fide of 
the boat into the river, and {wam about in or- 
der to cool themfelves, and drive away fatigue. 
Hazardous as this might feem, they did not 
- faffer the flighteft inconvenience from it, but 
returned to their oars with new fpirit and vi- 
gour, feeling more refrefhed, and more delight- 
ed with their bathing than with their food, 
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or even their beloved grog, which we gave 
them in very plentiful fupply: 
Se 
The borders of the river offered buf little 
to arreft our attention or to gratify our curio- 
fity, we therefore engaged in a rubber at 
whift, which we contrived to play upon a 
board placed, from window to window, acrofs 
the enclofed part of the boat. But for this re- 
fource and our books we fhould have fuffered 


‘more fatigue from our tedious and weari- 


fome confinement, in the boat, than the ne- 
eroes did from the heavier labour of pulling the 
oars, 


We were received with great kindnefs, and 
entertained with much cordiality, by M. Mal- 
fted, but unluckily no perfon at Vigilantie un- 
derftood any other than the Dutch language ; 
our converfation was therefore very limited, 
being carried on only by figns and broken 
words. Thetafk of interpreter fell to the lot 
of your friend, and you would have been highly 
diverted could you have feen me occupied 
throughout the evening in flammering forth 
a few words of bad Dutch to ferve all purpofes 
and explain for all parties. 
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Defirous to know the mode of life, and 
to obferve the habitations of the flaves, as well 
as of their mafters, I did not negle& to make 
vilits to the different negro yards at our vari~ 
ous places of call. Purfuant to this cuftom, 
foon after my arrival at Vigilantie, I took with 
me one of the houfe negroes, as conductor, 
and went to view the huts of the flaves. In 
one of them my ebon guide, with great form, 
_ begged to introduce me to avery fine negrefs, , 
who he {aid was his fitter. ‘I dare not tell you ? 
what foft overtures were made by this young 
_ lady, on my having the honor of being prefent- 
edtoher. ‘The tender belles of your London 
lobbies could not have ogled in graces more 
intelligible. To convey hints of kind accom- 
modation, feemed indeed equally the object 
of brotherand fifter. I mention this faq only , 
to thew to you in what light proftitution is 4 
viewed by flaves—the brother would feel 
honored in placing the pillow for his fifter 


on a Backra man’s bed ! 


In my walk tothe negro yard I met a 
{lave who appeared under a peculiar mode of 
punifhment, being compelled to wear an iron= 
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eollar with three long fpikes of iron project- 
ing from it, in fharpened points, to the diftance 
of eight or ten inches from his perfon. What 
crime had led to this ftrange method of pu- ~ 
nifhment I did not learn. ‘The poor man not 
only fuffered the annoyance of moving about, 
loaded with this heavy collar, but he was ef-_ 
fectually prevented from lying down, and 
from approaching near to any perfon without 
the danger of injuring him with the fharp 
points of his iron yoke. 


The houfe at Vigilantie was very inferi- 
or to that at Effendam, but we found in it cood 
fare, and an honeft welcome. Fowls, milk, 
rice, eggs and the like, were fet before us for 
fupper and we had afterwards fome very fine _ 
Hollands; but as my bad Dutch gave no 
charms to converfation, we retired at an early 
hour to our hammocks. 


The following day was far lefs fatiguing 
to us ;—although equally bufy it was broken 
into more varied fucceflion. We went into 
the boat between three and four o'clock in the 
morning, in order to avail ourfelves of the 
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early tide, fo as to reach the old town of © 
Amfterdam before breakfaft.— We accordingly 
arrived at feven, in time to take coffee with 
Mynheer — le vieu fifcal, with whom we 
afterwards fhared a more folid breakfaft 4 la 
Hollandoife. Our vifit was divided between 
the fifcal, and the doétor, (M. Scholten,) both 
of whom received us with great urbanity, 
and invited us to prolong our flay at the old 
town. | 


The fifcal is 61 years of age, and alt 
though his youthful days are paft, he is ftill 
active and alert. He walked with us to M. 
Scholten’s, and the different parts of the town, 
during the morning, and was very attentive 
and facetious, meaning to be good company— 
but fadly fatigued us with an inceflant fow 
of fenile garrulity. He knew but little French, 
and although more fluent in Latin, it was 
neither claflical, nor always intelligible. At 
dinner he took his glafs rather freely, as we 
afterwards learned was his too common cuf= 
tom. He now became officious and trouble- 
fome in his attentions, and at length grew un- 
pleafant and querulous. He profefled a high 
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‘efteett for the Hiner! atid Hig Gviliies to Us 
had feemed in “tiftifon’ with‘ his “profemons. 
“Ee drank bumpers to “ Geo. 1fParid olf Bng- 
Tand,” but on the healthof the Stadtholdéf being 
egiven, as'we had intended in complitnentary 
return, the mafk at once fell off,’ and’expofed 
him in the full charaéter of a modern leveller. 
He raved and fwore, called himfelf a patriot, 
and declared that he was the firm friend of 
Holland—adding, “J hope again to fee Batavia 
a great nation, for England has not yet con- 
quered all the world!” » But falljoine ‘loud 
“raving, and with ftrange inconfiftency, ° ‘the 
poor old man would drown himfelfin bumpers 
‘to George III. !—It availed nothing tellingshim 
‘that His Majefty and the ‘Stadtholder™ ‘Were: 
friends: he wouldget drunk, and-fober ‘himfelf: 
again, drinking to the king of England—but: 
“nothing, he perfifted, fhould'ever compel ‘him| 
to fwallow a drop to the health of the | prince off 
‘Orange. His nephew, who was prefenity.was: 
very much diftreffed, and, begging us to acceptt| 
ignaea from him, entreated that we i 
_ pardon the ‘conduct ‘of “his uncle,’ which he: 
“attributed to the kingly bumpers he’ tiaeP each, 
“We: gee wap bid da, his billet ag thee!) 
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armlefs; ravings .of imbecility,.. which. .but 


ferved,jto, verify the. common adage :—>before 
dinner) his, fentiments were difguifed: wine 
tore;away, the veil, and in deep drinking, the 
dntemperate old man again became a child, 
owas unguar ded, and... Spake the truth / 
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“Mynbeer Scholten chirurgienamajor to the Dutch troops, 
b Madame Scholten witty and facetious. Author referves a 
< -dpecimen of humour to relate to bis Sriend on his return te 
. England. Old town of Amfterdam. A party of Indians. A 
“party of thanumitted Negroes. Profeffion of furgeon. barber 
i imots extind in the Dutch colonies. Tavo of the auther’s 
a comrades haved bya chirurgo-tonfor, who Supports a Latin 
vs converfation upon medical and other Subjetts during «© the 

9 ‘bperation? "The party meet M 'ynbeer Fenner at Myn- 
I Cheer Scholten’s. Accompany him to the eftate Fohanna. 
om On-arriving are prefented to Madame Scholten and five 
>. other white ladies.—Good refemblance of an European 
~ “garden, appearance of a gang of flaves ginning cotton by 
.< Veandle light, © .. | | 
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aia eo ‘ __.. Berbifche, . 

Virxeeap ScuoLtTEN, although not fo ad- 

wanced in life as the fifcal, has been many years 

an the colony,. bulily,employed in the practice 

of medicine, and acting as chirurgien-major to 
CC 2 
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the troops: He has one of the beft houfes in 
the old town, and all about it wears a degree of 
order, befpeaking much of eafe and independ- 
ence. Madame Scholten appeared to bea fa- 
cetious pleafant woman. We took tea with 
her after leaving the angry view  filcal. 
She converfed in good French, and feemed 
inclined to wit and humour. I have ftored 
for you fome notes upon this vifit, and upon 
_a Dutch lady’s prefcription for a gentleman on 
-obferving him bend his eye towards a fine 
mulatto girl, which may fome day afford you 
amufement. - M. Scholten is about to remove 
from the old town down to New Amfterdam, 
fo that we have a profpedt of feeing this fa- 
mily added to the fociety near the fort, which, 
in this thinly inhabited fettlement, will be a 
great acquifition. Roe 


Old Amfterdam, as a town, has iittle 
more to recommend it, than New Amfter- - 
dam, which is only now growing into exift- 
ence: and the latter, with regard to commerce, 
has every advantage of fituation ;—while the: 
former, although many years eftablifhed, has: 
no fuperiority to claim from regular ftreets,, 
handfome houfes, churches or other public: 

*Q.- ) 
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ob beiaal We were indeed eondu@ed to one 
large. building, but it was more commodious 
for its purpofe, as a ftrong built ftore-houfe, 
than it was ornamental ‘or {plendid. It was 
erected at great expence by the Dutch govern- 
ment, as a general depédt of ftores,——only a 
few years before it was determined to abandon — 
the old town ; and by this event it is rendered, 
in a great Were ufelefs. 


_ In our walk about the ftreets we met with 
a houfe inhabited only by Indians—alfo one 
poflefled by a party of manumitted negro 
women. Curiofity led us into both—the lat- 
: tee appeared the cleaneft and bef ordered 
abode. In the former, the family were lying. 
or fitting about in liftlefs indifference heed- 
lefs of pafling events and occurrences. We 
purchafed from them fome bows and arrows, 
and other fpecimens of Indian workmanthip. 
Among the’ ‘group we remarked a half-naked 
female, whofe face and form were very beaus 
tiful; and whofe fine long jet-black hair ex- 
hibited the interefling peculiarity of gently 
_ waving from the lank unyielding fraig) refs 
fo univerfally obferved in the fable trefles of 
the natives of this coaft. . _ 
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“On preparing our ‘perfoind £60! inter lee 
the vieu fifcal’ g, we» had ‘an Opportasity” of 
sematking \ that the old’ profeli Onal allocation 
of furgeon ‘and’ ‘barber fo fila dReTe O38 
England was not gfown - dbfolete® amiong? the 
Dutch. “One of ‘dui party; th the! i Adoletée 
of os moment, withing to’ avoid the’ trouble 
of unbarbing his own’ €hiin, fen’ Sito thetowit 
for. oy 1 SaH to fhave him.’ Oui icky’ ‘appeared 
the hofpital- furgeon, equipped with a fet of 
chirurgical inftruments and’ tonforic apparatus. 
He bowed moft refpeétfull Yo ‘and ‘not® ungrace- 
fully, on entering the room, demanding? 4 iA 
Latin, which of us it was, who" yequired § Ya) 
undergo the operation. Struck with his addrefs 
and the formidable appearance ‘Of ‘his cafe of 
inftruments, we imagined that’ the'flave‘who 
had been fent to fetch thé’ barber had com- 
mitted fome tiftake: but, on afking'the quef- 
tion, our ‘Herd of the bruh ihftantly replied 
© Non, domini : t Sum’ chirurgo-tonfor ?> then, 
difplaying “his: razor and ° bafon, affured as 
“that he was more attached’ to ‘the’ operafive, 
than to the other branches of his profeffion. 
Without further’ ‘hefitation, | thetefore}° two 
brave officers fubmitted’ tobe taken iby the 
‘nofe, and underwent ite operations witly much 


sor 


: and pleafantnefs, from the dextrous hand 


of Mynheer the chirurgo-tonfor ; ; who, during 


the; whole procefs, converfed fluently i in Latin, 


upon. medical and various other fubjes. Fis 


education. had been liberal, and he was not 
devoid), of information, either literary, or me- 
digal;,.yet, from, cuftom,, he did not feem to 
feel, any, fenfe, of humiliation. i in ftooping to 


Ae 


the. menial office of . {eraping another man’ 8 | 


chint—-Such, is the force of habit! What 
would our-Englifh knights of the fcalpel fay 
were. they, called upon, in thefe enlightened 
days, to. /bave even the moft dignified of his 
eSorti ipiubings | 

site was, givinktn: our plan as recommended 
by M. Malfted, after pafling the day at Old 
Amfterdam,, to, proceed with the evening tide 
to:theéftate Johanna. We therefore held it 
a fortunate circumftance that we met with M. 
Fenner, -at.M. Scholten’ s, who was from that 
-eftate, ‘and who very kindly defired to be our 
condudor. to his home, an offer which we 
mott, gladly / accepted... We dined at three 
-e'clock atthe old feats drank teaa little after 
four at M,Scholten’s;,,and. by. five were in 
the boat.on.our way to Johanna,—where, we 
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arrived between fix and feven., Upon enter- 
“ing the houfe we were prefented to a party of 
fix white females, Mrs. Fenner and five of her 
friends. Such an aflemblage of backra ladies 
we had not met fince our arrival: in. South 
America: but, unhappily, only the Dutch 
language was known to them, which prevent- 
ed us from the full enjoyment’ of their. fo- 
ciety. Johanna alfo afforded other: marks: of 
European refemblance, which arenot common 
qn the colonies, fuch as an excellent garden laid 
out and cultivated very much a l’Anglaile ; 
and in the fields a numerous herd of cows 
and oxen. In the garden we faw afparagus, 
artichokes, turnips, cucumbers, carrots, French 
beans, cabbages, and other European vegetables 
growing in all the health and vigour of a 
more temperate climate. The various tropical 
produtions were likewue abundant. Some 
of the walks were bordered with the fragrant 
lime, others were fhaded with the erateful 
water-lemon, or the grenadillo ; anda general 
neatnefs, with an unufual freedom from weeds 
prevailed throughout. On inquiry we learned 
that this well-managed and productive garden 
was - eyitivated wholly by two ‘induftrious 
flaves, each-having only one arm, and hence 


Mr. Fenner wittily obferved that the labour 
ofvone;negro)effeed it all. . This was an un- 
seommon. example of induftry in flayes, for 
efo.luxuriant are the weeds and,fo rapid the 
‘vegetation in this climate, that it is always 
difzcult to maintain a garden in, even, toler- 
-able neatnefs, of appearance: but, here, two 
finglearms fubdued,the obtrufive weeds, and 
‘kept the garden in far better order than many 
‘others we had feen, upon which the time and 
Jabour. of . three or four robuft flaves were 
conitantly expended. 


In the, courfe of the evening we were 
conducted, to the logis to fee the flaves en- 
gaged at their employment of ginning cotton. 
‘The building was very extenfive, and we 
‘were led by, way of a gloomy jitaircafe to the 
upper ftory, where the blacks were all employ- 
ed in,one deep room which ran through the 
‘whole length of the logis, and which ‘from 
the fcene fuddenly breaking upon us, created 
flrong ideas of the regions of old Pluto. The 
ftairs opened at one end of the long building, 
andthe eye at once looked down an immea- 


-furable depth of glimmering darknefs, through 
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which was ob{curely feen a,multitude,of 
naked black beings ; either at reft or fkipping 
about from place to place, withoutour, being 
able to diftinguifh what they were doing or 
how employed... As» we: approached; mearer 
tothem; we found them to bea gang! of nes 
groes, old and young, robuft and feeble, male 
and female, all bufily and .varionfly. occupied 
in preparing cotton, by the ‘aid.of, one faint 
‘light; fufpended in the centre of what: feemed 
an interminable darknefs. Some -were -fitting 
on the floor ; fome at the einning wheels); 
fome> were crouched upon -their, haunches ; 
others fianding, and many moving about, 
eacheaccording to: the varied .employment of 
ginning, of beating and pulling,vok: fetching 
and carrying, or of packing the cotton. Still 
we faw none diftin@ly, not even thofe im- 
mediately near to us; and the unufual noife; 
the various movements of the negroes, the 
general confufion~ofthe-feene, and the fa- 
thomlefs darknefs of the place, fo powerfully 
called to mind the difmal regions of queen 
Proferpine and her grim lord, that we could 
not diveft ourfelves of the impreflion: amidft 
fome faint rays of light, impenetrable obfcu- 
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rity, alfo’ beings black and: hideous were: be 
fore! ws; and’ we ‘could not but aflociate send 
asia wid  Satsaaiv os! 124 yi tuods 
IO > 3 Wy * Of sids . 
soihel seadenaeiaane enh infaak foe ea of 
- ‘olotiy’ was difplayed;and a generous 
plenty érowned the board. A party of thir- 
téen'took 'their’feats at table ; whereva lively 
féftivity prevailed, and it was not until -a late 
hour that the ladies left us and we retired 
to our hammocks. During the evening Mr. 
‘Fenner very obligingly planned an improved 
variety in our mode of travelling for the next 
day, by pointing out to us a new road, and 
‘providing us with all the requifite means for 
‘the journey. | my 
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The party adopt a new mode of travelling fuggefted by Mynheey 
Fenner. A Dutch mountain. Alarm encited-by the author 
and bis comrades weloceian the Bufb Negroes in the woods. 
A Weft India ride acrofs the fore and wild favannas. 
European feene on approaching the eftate Arends. \ Fra- 
grant path leading to the houfe. The party meet.a polite. re- 
ception from Mynheer Pattels: dine at Arends +, proceed 
in the evening to Myhneer Heynemann’s accompanied | by 
Mynbeer Panels and Mynheer Fenner. Vifit a Dutch 
military poft at an atgle of the river near Arends. — Myn- 
heer Heynemann’s houfehold. 


Berbifche, 


Ws. rofe, at feven o'clock. Coffee was 
brought to us on quitting our hammocks, and 
at nine was fet before us a more fubftantial 
repaft. Soon afterwards we made our congé 
to the ladies, and took our departure from 


Johanna. We crofled the river in a boat be- 


longing to M. Fenner, the negroes having 
been fent on with ours early in the morning. 
To our furprife, on reaching the oppofite 
bank, we had to afcend a hill, which to a 
Dutchman might have feemed a mountain ; 
and on arriving at the fummit of this elevated 
fhore we found flaves and horfes, equal in 
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number to our party, in readinefs to conduct 
us to Arends, the home of Mynheer Patiels. 
The diftance was much fhorter by land than 
by water: our negroes, therefore, were fent 
- round with the boat, by way of the river, in 
order'to meet us in the evening; while we 
proceeded, on horfeback, acrofs the woods, and 
favannas. This change not only afforded us 
a pleafant variety in our mode of travelling, 
but relieved us from a tedious and unintereft- — 
ing journey in the boat. The firit part. of 
our ride’ was acrofs a wide plain bordered 
with heavy forefts, and exhibiting all the rude- 
nefs of primitive nature: next we traverfed the 
deep woods, by way cf a narrow path, fol- 
lowing each other, fingly, in true Indian file: 
then we éfeaped, again, into an open and wild 
favanna, more varied and interefting than any 
uncultivated fpot we had feen in the colony. 
As we were trotting behind each other through 
the ftill thades of the foreft, we perceived 
that the notes of our converfation became 
unufually foft, and rumbledin gentle murmurs 
amongft the trees. Struck with this unex- 
pected charm of our voices we were induced 
to found the huntfman’s call, and the halloo! 
of the chace, in order to obferve the {weet 
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nefsiof the echo. »But we quickly difcovered 
that, however »mufical. and, delighting .in,the 


domeftic: copfes: of England, thefe were. calls 
of) danger’in the deep and, wild, woods..of 


Guiana! Our friendly conductor, Mr. Fenner, 
inftantly took alarm, and begging us to defift, 
defited that we would trot;,on; and be fill, 


dJeft»we fhould bring. down, the Buth-negrogs 


to our path; who, if they thould,fnd, them- 


felves able to overpower us, would, certainly 
take off our f{calps, and, perhaps -not-leave us 


our heads !—NeedI fay that we, vigue and 


rode.on in filence? 


onlaie Secainiri adnate of this day’s jour- 
ney were quite Weft Indian, each had a-flave 
running at his horfe’s fide, or holding-at his 
tail; and each flave was loaded either witha 


trunk of clothes upon his head,: or -a bottleof 


Madeira. wine, of rum, or of,-water-in;-his 
hand. _ Imagine to yourfelf the picture, ofa 


( party of Europeans riding through the) wild 
, woods and favannas of South America, with a 
- ‘body of African flaves running. at, their fides, 


carrying bottles in their hands, and trunks.on 


their heads, and you will have a correa. idea 


of our travelling group. The negroes.kept 


ecole 


pace Owith vus throughout the whole of» the } 
‘jourtiey,” ‘and werecnots only at *hand to give | eb 
4yugoddink orf the road} but) were likewife in 
‘aan to" Pegs ‘us: ici ee clothes on our / 
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At the ‘dteatenal about nine miles from 
‘Johanna, the°eftate’ Arends {fuddenly opened 
fo° our view, and the fcene before the eye: be- 
veame Unufually varied and European. °It, in 
“foie degree, yeminded us of old England— 
‘a ‘circumftance which gave it additional in- 
tereft, and led us to contemplate it with a kind 
of filial refpeé&t. Looking down from high 
Jand we'faw, below us, a rich plantation of ' 
coffee, cotton;and cocoa, together with the 
houfecand home of M. Patels. On defcend- 
sing from the rude plain’to this finely cultured 
‘eftate;our road was continued along a fragrant 
“path bordered with rows of oranges and pines, 
“whichJead acrofs the PRaeaneet up to ‘it 
“houfes! 


- Our reception at Arends was friendly and 
“gordial.. We found M. Patels to be a ’manof 
Yiberal’ education, and of refined manners. 
‘The houfe: and environs, indeed the whole 
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order of the home, no lefs than his perfonal 
addrefs, indicated an improved and cultivated 
mind, Our vifit at Arends was fhorter than 
we could have wifhed. Wetook dinner with 
M. Patels, and pafled a few hours fo pleafantly 
as to regret that they could not be tenfold 
multiplied. But, as we were anxious to reach 
the utmoft extent of our journey, and as the 
afternoon tide ferved for us to proceed, it was 
deemed expedient not to delay; and the more 
fo, as quitting Arends would not deprive us 
of the fociety of M. Paucls, that gentleman 
and M. Fenner having promifed to accompany 
us throughout the next ftage of our journey. 
Accordingly in the evening, M. Pauels, 
with his own boat and flaves, undertook to 
conduct the party to M. Heynemann’s, the 
remoteit European fettlement of the colony. 
We embarked from Arends on a {mall river 
or creek,—which, at a fhort diftance from M. 
Patiels’, falls into the great river Berbifche. On 
the point of land, at the angle formed by the 
two ftreams, is a fmall battery, and an old 
eftablifhed military poft, which is ftill kept up 
by a Dutch guard, or at leaft the femblance of 
it, formed of a few antiquated invalids. We 
called to requeft of them to tell the negroes 
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who were about to pals with our boat, that we 
were gone from Arends; and to dire& them 
to follow us to M. Heynemann’s. The guard 
contiftted of about thirty of the old Dutch 


pot. You will believe that it was not. a 
ftation of high importance. Indeed, on ac= 
count Of its diftance froth the coaft, it feemed _ 
only calculated to overawe the negroes, and the 
Indians’ of the vicinity, or to afford a fort of | 
provifion for afew of the foldiers who had 
been worn out in the fervice. “While on fhore 
at this’point of land, we faw an old Dutch 
gentleman, a refident at the battery, who had 
enjoyed feventy-fix years of life, and was. 
ftill humorous and fprightly as in his youth. 
He expreffed himfelf delighted to fee a party 
of Britith officers, and defired we might be 
told, that although he could not talk our lan- 
guage, he could eat and drink with us very 
heartily, if we would favor him with our 
company, and ftay to partake of his meal. 


The journey from the fort to M. Heyne- 
mann’s afforded nothing of intereft or variety. - 
The f{cenery was a dull famenefs of river and 
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foréft: wood and water overfpread by hea- 
ven’s wide canopy, were all that met the eye, 
We were two hours and a half in the boat, 
and airived at M. Heynemann’s juft as it was 
erowing dark: thus completing the journey, 
from the fugar plantation of Mr. Blair, in 
three days; although we had been told at the 
town that we could not perform it in lefs than 
ten. Moreover we had effected it with the 
ereateft eafe, notwithftanding our having been 
affured, by feveral perfons, that fuch a journey : 
could not be executed, efpecially in the wet 
feafon, without infinite difficulty and fatigue, 
even if at all. We felt it fingularly fortunate 
that M. Fenner was of our party to M. Hey- 
nemann’s, the latter gentleman not. {peaking 
any language but his native Dutch, and it being 
from him that we expected to acquire a great 
fund of information; as well regarding the 
cuftoms and manners of the Indians, as re- 
fpecting the country and its natural produc- 
tions.. He had been chofen king, or captain 
of a band of Indians, and having refided for 
many years among them, was better acquaint- 
ed with their habits and purfuits than any 
other perfon in the colony. To him they 
brought frequent prefents of what they efteem- 
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ed tare or curious, and it had been inti- 
mated to us that he had accumulated an ex- 
tenfive colleGtion of fpecimens in natural 
hiftory—alfo of Indian implements and appa- 
tatus. | We found a number of Indian men 
~ and women, living in the houfe with this king 
of the diftri@. He had alfo a gang of negro 
flaves; fo that the houfehold confifted of a 
medley of white, copper-coloured, and black 
inhabitants, who were aflembled in this re= 
mote corner, from three different quarters of 
the globe, the group being compofed of Eu- 
ropeans, Africans, and native Americans. 


The day had been fpent in bufy occupa- 
. tion, we therefore went to our hammocks very 
foon after fupper, in order to reft and recruit 
ourfelves for the next day’s fatigues. 
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Auther obtains an early conver fation with M. Heynemanr. 
Examines bis colledtion. Meffrs. Heynemann, Pails, and 
Fenner’s plan, for the party, the remainder of the excurfon: 
Interefting day at Mr. Heynemann’s. Indians called Bucks 
—the women Buckeen. Common bow and arrow of thé 
Indians. Their accuracy in ufing them. Fine attitude in 
pulling the bow. The poifoned arrow and its tube. Au- 
thor and two of his comrades ‘proceed to Savonette. One of 
the party fuddenly affiéted with a malady which detains him 
cat M. Heynemann's. Vifit to an Indian but at two o'clock 
in the morning. Indian method of fleeping. Surprize of 
Vandyke, an old Dutch foldier. His remark concerning 
the indifpofition of an Indian wife. Night accommodation 


at Savonetté. — 


| Berbifche. 
U xwittine to wafte more of my time in 
fleep than was abfolutely neceflary, I rofe at 
an earlier hour than my comrades, and had 
the opportunity of infpeéting the whole of 
M. Heynemann’s collection before breakfaft ; 
alfo of hearing his obfervations and remarks 
re{pecting the Indians, with whom he had long 
been in habits of intimate affociation. At break- 
faft Mefirs. Fenner, Patiels, and Heynemann 
planned our journeying for the two or three 
fucceeding days, informing us that we might 
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have an opportunity of feeing numbers of 
indians in theirnative dwellings, in the environs 
of an old eftate, called Savonette, about twenty 
miles higher up the river ; and, remarking that 
according to the plan of our expedition, we 
fhould be unable to proceed further with any 
profpe& of comfort or gratification. We 
could not oppofe even a doubt to the opinions 
of thefe gentlemen ;-therefore, embracing their 
propofal, we agreed to purfue our journey to 
Savonette with the evening tide, and after 
vifiting an Indian village, and the other curi- 
ofities of the fpot, to return to M. Heyne- 
mann’s, 

The morning was pleafantly fpent in 
examining the colle€tion of Indian curiofities, 
and of fpecimens in natural hiftory ; but more 
efpecially in hearing M. Heynemann relate 
his adventures among the Indians ; whom he 
termed Bucks and Buckeen, thefe being the 
names commonly given to them in the colo- 
nies, We were alfo amufed by feeing M. 
Heynemann and one of the Indians fhoot with 
the common bow and arrow of the woods, 
and blow the poifoned arrow at a mark from 
jts tube. The accuracy of the Bucks, in 
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fhooting with the long arrow, and in blowing 
the fhort poifoned one, was defcribed to us as 
being minute to a wonder. The common 
arrow ufed in their wars, or for the purpofe 
of killing game, is nearly fix feet long, made 
of a peculiarly ftraight and fine reed, without 
a knot or inequality” in its whole length, and 
armed at the point with a piece of fharpened 
bone, having a barb at one fide. At the fhaft 
it is furnifhed at cach fide with a piece of cut 
feather, in order to fteady it in its flight.. 
Sometimes a thin piece of hard wood, fharpen- 
ed at the point, and barbed with many notches, 
is fattened to the reed, and forms the end of 
the arrow :—but thofe who have mixed with 
the colonifts, for the molt part arm the arrow 
with a fharp point of fteel. ‘The arrows ufed 
for ftriking fith are forked, having three fteel 
points, with a barb near the end of each, the 
middle point being confiderably longer than 
the others. The bow is ufually two or three 
inches longer than the arrow, and when ftrung, 
is not, at its greateft curvature, bent more 
than an inch and half from the cord. Various 
kinds of wood are ufed for the bows, the 
moft beautiful of which is called letter- wood, 
a name which it has obtained from its peculi- 
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arly marked appearance, being richly mottled, 
as if ftained by art, and fomewhat refembling 
the fkin of a fnake. The ftring is made of 
the filk-grafs, and is remarkably ftrong. An 
{Indian will hit a chicken with tolerable cer- 
tainty, at nearly a hundred yards diftance. 
He is very particular refpecting his arrow, 
and examines it with great care,in order to 
afcertain that it be.perfe@tly ftraight, before he 
attempts to ufe it. The attitude of a naked 
Indian in pulling his bow, is highly graceful, 
and exhibits the human figure to great advan- 
tage. I have fometimes obferved in it fo 
ftrikine a difplay of a well-made mufcular 
form, that I have fancied I could have felt a 
regret had the nakednefs been concealed under 
which it was prefented. 


The arrow which they are in the habit of 
poifoning is made of alight hard wood. It 
is about ten or twelve inches long, and of 
the thicknefs of an oat flraw. It is blunt 
at one end, and cut toa fharp point at the 
other, the pointed end being dippedin the poi- 
fon. The manner of ufing it is by blowing it 
from a-cylindrical tube, about feven feet in 
length, A bit of cotton is lightly put in at 
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one end of the tube, the arrow is dropped in 
at the other end, and falls to the cotton; the 
lips are then applied, and the arrow is forced 
forward by a fudden puff, or cong of the breath, 


and is thus fhot to the diftance of eight or ten 


yards with furprizing accuracy. So expert 
are fome of the Bucks in the ufe of this tube, 
that at twelve or fourteen feet, they will almoft 
to a certainty ftrike the arrow upon the edge 
of a penknife ftuck on the back of a chair. 
The tube is made of a fpecies of reed, and 
they are very careful in preferving it. Indeed 
from the difficulty of finding the reed perfeally 
ftraight, a good tube becomes highly valuable 
to them, and its value is further enhanced by 
a fuperftition which prevails among them re- 
garding the cutting of the reed. It commonly 
grows in wet places, or wide flagnant marthes; 
and fuperftition has ftationed an evil {pirit to 
defend it, whence the Indians have the appre= 
henfion that fome il] muft befall him who 
ventures in to cut the reed. This weaknefs 
has probably originated from fome of them 
having been injured by alligators or ferpents 
—evil-beings which commonly inhabit fuch- 
like places. 


~ 
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We afked many queftions refpe@ing the 
poifon ufed upon the arrows, but M. Heyne- 
mann did not feem to have poffefled himfelf 
of the fecret, He deferibed it as a compound 
of the juices of three different plants; but he 
did not feem to have corre@lly afcertained the 
mode of preparing it; nor do we learn that 
it has ever been prepared by any European ; 
although fome travellers have defcribed it with 
a degree of precilion, which might feem to | 
imply a full and corre& knowledge of its com- 
pofition. It isavegetable extraG, and we are 
informed that it is undoubtedly prepared from 
feveral plants, fometimes more, and fometimes 
Jefs in number, but whether in either cafe, all 
that are ufed are neceflary to the efficacy of 
the poifon is a dubious queftion. Its fatal 
effets are certain and almoft inftantaneous, | 
provided the minuteft particle of it mixes 
with the blood,—You already know that a 
quantity of this poifon has been carried to 
England, and that experiments made with it | 
in London, have proved the certainty and 
rapidity with which it deftroys animal life. 


M. Heynemann g gave usa plentiful din- 
ner, and fweetened i its flavour with an unaf- 
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feéted welcome. He expreffed himfelf muck 
gratified that we had made fo long a journey 
to vifit him, and confirmed his profeffions by 
his friendly condud, and his bounty in enter- 
taining us. In the afternoon we loft our kind 
condudtors, M. Pattels, and M. Fenner, who | 
left us in order to return to their refpetive 
homes, but not until they had earneftly en- 
joined us to repeat our vifits at Arends, and at 
Johanna, on our return. Being thus deprived 
of our friendly interpreters, M. Heynemana 
fought to remedy the evil by calling to our 
aid an old non-commiffioned officer, who had 
acquired a knowledge of our language, from 
having been in the Englith fervice during the 
American war. Attended by this old foldier, 
we fet off at fix o’clock in the evening for 
Savonette, the late home of M. Heynemann, 
where he had long refided amidft whole tribes 
of Indians, and received honors as their captain 
or chief. Under his direction, many of 
them had been taught to labour, and although 
without much of induftry, the plantation Savo- 
nette had been cultivated principally by the 
Bucks. Studious to promote our comfort, the 
generous Heynemann had put into our boat 
fome food, drink, candles, and other necef 
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faries for the journey. . One of our party 
being feized with a fit of affeCtion for a hand. 

— feme Indian fpecimen which he had feen, 
pleaded fickne/s, and declined proceeding with | 
us to Savonette; ‘but the major domo happen- 

“Ing to difcover the nature of his complaint, 
pleaded in his turn the necefiity of attending 
the fick, and remained behind likewile, zz order 
to adminifier the kind offices of bo/pitalfy. 


The effed of the tide, fo far from the fea, 
was very inconfiderable, and {carcely fufficed 
to counteraG the current of the river, hence 
this ftage of our journey became'a heayy labour 
to the flaves. The day foon clofed in, and, 
being enveloped on each fide by the impene- 
trable gloom of the forefts, we flowly ftole 
along the limpid furface, amidft all the folemn 
{tillnefs of night. It was two o'clock in the 
morning when we reached the Indian planta- 
tion, (iz fo I may term) Savonette, having been 
nearly eight hours in the boat, and much of 
the time in the dark. This was’a fadly tedi- 
ous fitting, but we were in fome degree relieved 
from the fatigue of it, by lighting a candle, 
and amuling ourfelves, part of the time, with 
gur cards and books, 
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We reoretted the latenefs of our arrival 
the lefs, on account of its affording us an op- 
portunity of fecing fome of the Indians as they 
were fleeping in their hammocks, and obferv- 
ing their manner of difpofing themfelves to 
reft for the night, rom 


On quitting the boat, we afcended what, 
in this country, might be called a hill, and pro- 
ceeded to the houfe formerly occupied by M. 
Heynemann, which is fituated upon a more 
found and dry foil than is common of the 
borders of this river. Near to the water was 
an Indian hut, built like the open fheds of 
England, the roof only being covered in, and 
the fides left entirely open. Defirous of wit- 
nefling their mode of fleeping in their native 
dwellings, we made no calculations of peril, on 
the fcore of unexpectedly difturbing thefe rude 
inhabitants of the woods in the night; but 
without hefitation, entered the houfe, and ad- 
vanced with our light clofe up to their ham- 
mocks. Inthe middle of the hut was burn- 
ing afmall fire of wood, immediately over 

which were fufpended three hammocks, made 
of the bark of a tree, and open like net- work. 
Two were placed abreait very near to the fire, 
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atid the third dire@ly above the others. In 


one of the lower was lying a naked Indian 
man: over the fides of the other were hanging 
- feveral legs and arms, and two heads, which 
we difcovered to belong to a boy and a wo- 
man, who were lying naked together in the 
fame hammock: in the upper one was ano- 
ther man with his long legs hanging out, foli- 
citing his fhare of influence from the fire be- — 
low. But, from the fides of the hut being lef 
open to the breeze, it was manifeft that the 
_ obje& of the fire, was rather to protect them 
from infects, than to add to the heat of this 
almoft equatorial climate. We rambled about 
until 3 o’clock, availing ourfelves of this mo- 
ment of unexpected vilitation, to gratify our 
curiofity with all the variety in our reach. | 
We locked into every hut we met with, and 

obferved the above to be the common mode 
of taking refit for the night. It was matter of 
furprife to us to find how little thefe people. 
of the woods were incommoded by our fud-. 
den and nocturnal appearance among them. 
They expreffed no concern at our prefence, 
nor evinced the flightett apprehenfion or curio- 
fity regarding us- Not fo with Vandyke, a 
hardy old Dutch foldier, whom M. Heyne- 
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matin had ftationed at Savonette, as a kind of 
manager, and deputy polt-holder, in order to 
take charge of the eftate, and. maintain a friend 
ly intercourfe with the naked inhabitants of — 
the woods. ‘This man, like the Bucks them- 
felves, was living almoft in a ftate of nature. 
The natives of the foreft were his only com- 
panions, and from fome of his habits, it might 
have feemed that, in their fociety, he had for- 
gotten the duties of civilization: Yet, in his 
general conduct, he wasattentive and refpectful, 
and appeared to poflefs the foft feelings of hu- 
manity. No European lived nearer to him 
than at M. Heynemann’s, and the few who 
‘refided there he feldom faw ; nothing therefore 
could exceed his furprize, on waking in the 
dead of the night, and finding a party of offi- 
cers, armed, and in fcarlet uniform, ftanding 
at his bedfide. You will i imagine that it wag 
with difficulty he gave credit to his fenfes, or 
believed that he was actually awake. Although 
I carefully remarked the exprefflion of his 
countenance, his incoherent replies, and all 
his agitated movements, you will better con- 
ceive the effe& of fuch a vifit upon his mind 
than it is poflible for my pen to defcribe it. 
Vandyke’s bed, like the couch of the Indians, 
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was a fimple hammock ; and only differed — 
from theirs, in being made of cotton inftead of 
the bark ofatree. In another hammock clofe 
at his fide, was lying a naked Indian woman, 
whom he had fele€@ted from the woods as his 
wife. She appeared to be ill, and we were 
led to afk fome queftions regarding the means 
of procuring her medical relief, when Vandyke, 
with an air of nonchalance, inftantly replied, | 
*¢ Och ! als zy zick is, moet ik eene andere heb- 
ben; which may be thus tranflated, ° when | 
fhe grows fick, I turn her into the woods and © 
take another.” 


Vandyke was too much aftonithed at our 
unexpected appearance, as well as too mucha 
foldier; to remain quietly in his hammock, 
while he faw a party of officers unprovided ; he 
therefore very quickly rofe, and, conducting 
us to the beft room he had, fet before us fuch 
fare, as his fcanty means enabled him to col- 
lect, and kindly bade us welcome; then 
‘pointed out to us fome hooks, whereon to 
fufpend our hammocks for the remainder of 
the night. Our chamber very much refem- 
bled an old barn. The repaft prefented by 
Vandyke was Caflada bread, with Hollands 


4.16 
and water: but the hofpitality of M. Heyneés | 


mann had prevented us from being thrown up- 
on the humble fare of Savonette—compared 
to which our boat was a luxurious larder. 


The convenience of hammocks was 
never: greater, nor more ftriking than upon 
this occafion. In fuch an apartment beds or 
mattrefles had been objects of terror to us, but 

fufpended in our hammocks, we lay in com- 
' fort, bidding defiance to lizards, vermin, 
thick cobwebs, dirt and all other annoyances, 
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Anticipated gratification robs the author of ref. Senfutions on 
~ tooking out at the door of Savonette early in the morning. 
Vifit to an Indian village in the woods. Scenery on enter ~ 
ing the foref. Reflections on approaching the villagee 
Vandyke enfures the party a civil reception. No ceremony 
obferved. Author and bis comrades minutely examine all 
around them. Bucks abfent. Buckeen employed preparing 
caffada. Curiofity not reciprocal. The party procure [pects 
mens of animals, implements and utenfils. The laba. An 
example of natural affection in the wild woods. A further 
example of the fame. Food ufed by the Indians. Manner 
of preparing it. Indolence of the inhabitants of the woods. 
Caffada their flaff of life.” Pepper-pot of crabs, and la 
ba. The Armadillo. Struure of the Indian huts. Author - 
expreffes a hope of foewing the model of one to bis friend 
fome day in England. Temple of incantation. Super 
Jfition of the Indians refpetting difeafe. Hot or va- 
pour bath, Scenery round the foreft village. An im- 
menfe ‘tree of the Tonquin bean. Concerning other trees 
in the woods of Guiana. A Kiwihi, and other Specimens 
prefented by Vandyke : Water-lemons,—by the Indians. Mi- 
litary honors. Echo through the deep foreft. Author and 
bis comrades return to M yubeer Eeynemann’s, and to 
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Berbifche. 
Facer anticipation tracing in my mind all 
that we were to fee, hear, and acquire at Sa- 
“-WOL. Th BE 
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vonette, I had fcarcely clofed my eyes before it 
was time again toopen them. The period al- 
lowed tous, bythe arrangements of Mefirs. 
Heynemann, Fenner and Patiels, was very li- 
mited ; fearing, therefore, to lofe the fmalleft 
portion of the allotted hours, I was again up 
and abroad before my companions. Stepping 
out at the:door I gazed around me, and wifh- 
ing for a thoufand eyes and ears, looked on 
every object, and liftened to every found. It 
was 7 o’clock.—Vandyke had rifen with the 
fun, and now came to offer himfelf to our 
command. Our non-commiffioned interpre- 
ter was alfo ready, and obedient to our will. 

As focn therefore as my comrades left their 
hammocks, we took our breakfafts of coffee and 
caffada bread ; and, without further delay, fet 
forth into the woods, in fearch of the Indian 
town ;—-to vifit which was the great object of 
our journey to Savonette. We were quite a 
military body, having, in our party, captain, 
fubaltern, non-commiffioned officer and pri- 
vate: aye! you will fay, and attended by the 
doctor too ! 


Entering the foreft, the firft thing that 
attracted our notice was aclufter of wild pines, 
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growing ten or twelve feet high, Our pat h 
was good. Although pleafantly fhad d at 
each fide, it was not fo narrow as to confine 
us to the ufual Indian file. It more refembled. 
the open ridings which embellith the woods of 
England. The fcene was new. Every object 
created a lively intereft. Expeétation was 
ardent; and curiofity on the point of being 
gratined. I cannot tell you the fenfations we 
experienced during this walk of nearly a mile. 
The gnomes and fylphs of ethereal regions 
could not have journied with lefs fatigue. All 
was mind. The bufy foul feemed releafed 
from its fluggifh clay ; and the heavy clog of 
body was no longer an incumbrance. We were 
about to contemplate what we might never 
behold again—a novelty peculiarly exquifite, 
and of more thancommon intereft, for....,. 
it attached to our fpecies ! All that concerns 
the habits and comfort of man, I always re- 
gard with high veneration. In whatever re- 
lates to our nature, I feel a glowing fympathy ; : 
and I affeGtionate the whole human race in 
every ftate and ftation. In what we differ 
and in what refemble each other, are queftions 
of more than ordinary curiofity—queftions 
that ftrike upon my mind with uncommon 
EE 2 
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influence. Whatever tends to ftrengthen the 
conneétion between man and man ; to im- 
prove our being, and increafe the general hap- 
pinefs of my fellow creatures, I regard with 
an attachment bordering upon enthufiafm. I 
feel that in the great {cale of creation we all 
are men and brothers. The little varieties in 
the habits of fome, and the different fhades of 
colour in others, in no degree alienate the af- 
fection I bear them, as individuals of the fame 
-focial race to which I belong. Situation and 
circumftance may have held us feparate, and 
have led to different cuftoms and purfuits : but 
jn nature, we are ftill the fame ; whether we 
tread the globe in one quarter or another ; 
whether rude or refined ; whether pampered 
with luxury in the towered cities of Europe ; 
or fed with more fimple fare in the wild forefts 
of America! 


With my mind thus occupied, I was 
among the foremoft of the train, on our way — 
to the Indian town. Feeling anxious to avoid 
every poffible caufe of offence, we begged of 
Vandyke to inftruét us in fuch rules of con- 
duét, as it might be proper to obferve towards 


the naked tribe; but he did not confider any 
8 
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precautions neceflary : being himfelf familiar 
with thefe natives of the woods, he left us to 
our own difcretion, and aflured us a civil, if not 
a polite reception. On our arrival he at once 
led us into the fimple ftru@tures, ufed for 
houfes. No ceremony was obferved : neither 
rapping at the door, nor ringing at the bell 
was required. ‘“ Parlez au Suifle” offered no 
impediment nor delay. Wandyke advanced, 
and the party was at once amidfi the family. 
You will believe that our curiofity was active. 
Not a houfe, a hut, nor a hammock efcaped us. 
The multiplied vifion of all-prying Arguscould 
not have accomplifhed more. Not an article 
of furniture, not an, implement, nor utenfil; 
not a ftep of ground; nor a movement, nor 
look of any inhabitant was difregarded. We 
hunted through every corner and place, taking 
up fome things in our hands, eying others, and 
aflailing Vandyke with queftions concerning 
all. The Bucks were gone into the foreft to 
cut wood, the Buckeen and their children 
being left at home. Mott of the women were 
occupied in one ftep or other of the proce{s of 
preparing the poifonous cafladainto food. We 
were anxious to fee them in their different 
employments, and, therefore, haftened from 
| ee 
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hut to hut in the idea of coming upon them, 
before their occupations were interrupted by 
the curiofity which we thought it probable 
might be excited from the unexpected arrival of | 
a party of clothed ftrangersamongthem. But 
on this head we need have had noanxiety, Not 
an individual fuffered any interruption from 
our prefence. The curiofity, by which we 
- were actuated, was in no degree reciprocal; for 
fcarcely did any one take the trouble even to 
look towards us! We pafled through their 
huts, and around their perfons, in a manner 
unnoticed ; and they continued at work, or 
unemployed, precifely as we found them! 
Whether on their legs, whether feated or ly- 
ing in their hammocks, fo they remained, no 
obfervable change being induced by our vifit. 


_ Added to the gratification of our curiofi- 
ty it wasin part our objectto colle& fpecimens 
of natural produion, or of Indian workman- 
fhip. We accordingly procured a varied 
_affemblage, in which was a {mall and very 
_ beautiful little animal called the Lion monkey ; 
alfo a Laba, whofe flefh is efteemed the moft 
delicious food of the country. In appearance 
this animal fomewhat refembles the hare, but 
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its meat approaches nearer to a mixed flavour 
of the hare, and of very delicate pork. It is 
drefled without cafing ; the {kin being con- 
fidered the moft favorite part of the difh. 
This is very thick, and in cooking becomes 
gelatinous, like the calves-head, or turtle. The 
Indians fcald off the hair or fur, then cut the 
animal in pieces, and ftew it in caflada juice, 
feafoning it very high with capficum. Thus 
prepared, it is truly delicious, and if it could 
be had in London, might form a difh not 
unworthy the notice of a manfion-houfe 
purveyor. | 


Many fine bows and arrows were among 
- the collection we procured at this foreft village. 
In one of the huts my eye was ‘caught by a 
{mall bow and arrow, which appeared to be 
extremely delicate, of exquifite workmanthip, 
and by far the fineft fpecimen of the kind we 
had met with. I immediately. formed a with 
to fhew them to my friends in England ; and, 
taking them into my hand, refolved to make 
the purchafe, whatever value might be fixed 
upon them. But I was difappointed by an 
unexpected circumftance, which very much 
interefted my feclings, and which I fhall ever 
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remember with pleafure. Holding the bow 
and arrow to the naked woman of the houfe, 


.1 was about to offer money, my pocket hand- 


kerchief, or my neckcloth in exchange for 
them; when a little copper-fkinned urchin, 
almoft covered with long black hair, broke 
out in fuch piteous bewailings, that (although to 
have had the bow and arrow,[ would have given 


_almoft any article of my apparel) I was at once 
_ diverted from every thought of pofleffing them. 


I felt that no terms could induce me to take 
them, if at the expence of the tears, and 
broken-hearted lamentations of the young 
archer to whom they belonged. Still 1 own 
that I was cruel enough to prolong the little 
rogue’s cries and fears, by an experiment 
upon the feelings of the mother. I withed 
to afcertain the fentiments of an inhabitant of 
the rude foreft upon fuch an occafion; and 
to obferve what would be the condud& exhi- 
bited under the circumftances of a fon’s dif- 
trefs; I, therefore, feemingly, perfevered in 
my attempts to prevail on the woman to let 
me have the bow and arrow:—but fhe was 
true to nature ; and her child’s happinefs was 


| the firft object of her parent breaft ! No offer— 


_ no perfuafion could tempt her to barter her fon’s 
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peace. if her dear boy’s comfort was to be the 
price, nothing was adequate—nothing could 


compenfate! The little diftrefled rogue hung | /. 


about my knee—ran to his mother—held up an 


imploring hand—and uttered fad cries of afflic- 
tion. I, for a time, refifted the impulle of 
my feelings—-difplayed to the woman my 
handkerchief, and my pocket-book—offered 
her money-—tried to foothe her fon, and 
feigned every means of perfuafion: but all in 
vain! She remained inflexible! Her child was 


unhappy, and with his comfort there could! 


be no compromife. It was enough! The ex- 


periment was made; and I was delighted to. 
find that in the wild woods the facred laws of | 


nature were not fubordinate to all- fubduing 
intereft. 


‘T had no defire further to tantalize the 
little weeping urchin, or his affeGtionate mo- 
ther, therefore gave him the bow and arrow, 
and made him happy compenfating the 
afflidtion I had caufed him by the pocket 
handkerchief which I had offered as the pur- 
chafe of his arms. His grief inflantly vanifh- 


ed: but he flew to his mother, and, clinging | 


to her, did not again venture from her fide, 


£ 
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whilft we remained in the hut. We honored 
the woman for her conduct, and were de- 
lighted to witnefs fo ftriking an example of 
the natural affections, operating in all their 
genuine purity, unfophifticated by the fordid 


- motives which but too often govern the more 


| life, 


cultivated beings of what is termed civilized 


Further examples occurred to us evincing 
the powerful operation of the affections among 
thefe uncivilized people. One of the women 
pointed out to our obfervation the grave of 
her fon; a youth who had deftroyed himfelf 
becaufe the mother of a young buckeen, of 
whom he was enamoured, could not be pre- 


'vailed upon to let him take her daughter for 


his wife. Thus the wily Cupid would feem 
to wield his bow with equal prowefs amidft 
the fimple beings of the foreft, as among the 
more pampered fwains of crowded fociety. | 
The laws of nature are univerfal, and fhe is 
ever uniform and confiftent. In her paffions 
fhe knows no diftinction between the rude 
woods. and polifhed cities, Courtly refine- 
ment may counterfeit, clothe, and conceal-— 


but, if fairly expofed, the moft accomplithed 
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of mankind will be found to be governed by 
the fame natural feelings as the uncultivated 
favage. The fon of our afflitted buckeen was 
young, and his attachment as pure as it was 
ardent and difinterefted. Without the adored 
object of his affections life was infupportable, 
and he refolved not to furvive the difappoint- 
ment: deprived of his heart’s choice, exiftence 
loft. all its charms, and he yielded himfelf a 
vidim to defpair! Thefe rude people honor- ; 
ed the fentiment. In fad grief his parents 
deplored their lofs, and the inhabitants of 
every hut lamented the fate of the youthful 
lover. An additional inftance of natural af 
feGtion and attachment occurred in the folemn 
obfervance'paid to his remains, which as an 
ever dear and facred depofit, were entombed 
within the chamber where his afflicted parents 
dwelt! — 


Like all other tribes who are ignorant of 
the comforts and conveniencies of civilization, 
the Indians of Guiana procure their food from 
the rivers, the fea, and the forefts. They 
have no animals domefticated, nor any grain 
nor roots, except the caflada, brought into cul- 
tivation ; and hence they depend very much 
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upon the fortune of the chafe for fubfiftence. 
A {mail fpecies of deer, called qwirrebocerra, 
the laba, and the armadillo are among the 
animals they moft efteem. Fith and crabs are 
alfo much ufed, particularly the latter, which 
they find in great abundance in the muddy 
margins of the rivers; efpecially at the parts 
where they open into the fea. When fortu- 
nate in the chafe, they indulge their natural 
indolence by lying in their hammocks moft of 
the time until their provifions are expended ; 
and when the fupply obtained by the bow and 
arrow is lefs plentiful, or when their hunt 
in the woods happens to prove unfuccefsful, 
they find a refource in crabs and caflada, which 
may be confidered their flaple articles of con- 
fumption. Indeed the caffada may be called 
their flaff of life, for it offers a fupply when 
they fail in the chafe, and becomes to them 
what plantains are to the negroes of thefe 
colonies, or potatoes to Irith peafants. It 
being the only vegetable they cultivate, it is 
ufual to fee it planted ina rough and irregular 
manner near to and about their huts. Very 
commonly they prepare their food in the 
form of pepper-pot—their favorite difhes 
being crabs, or laba, ftewed with caflada 
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juice, and feafoned extremely hot with red 
pepper. ) 


I can give teflimony to both of thefe 
being very rich and good; perhaps in point 
of flavour the pepper-pot of crabs claims the 
preference; but either might be a feaft for an 
epicure. In one of the huts we faw part of an 
armadillo, which had been broiled or roafted 
in its thell. It was well-flavored, and in 
appearance and tafte not very unlike young 
pig. Water is their common drink, but they 
fometimes ufe a fermented liquor called p:wor- 
ree, which they make from caffada. This is in- 
toxicating, and has fome refemblance to beer. 


The huts are ufually conftru@ted like 
that which we faw near the landing place at 
Savonette. I hope to be able to fhew you a 
model of them on my return to England— | 
having the promife of one, made by the Bucks, 
with furniture complete. At the village fome 
of the huts were clofed in at:the ends; others 
were left entirely open. The roofs were 
neatly thatched with the leaf of the coco-nut 
or the mountain-cabbage. Near to the cabins 
that were inhabited, we obferved a detached 
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building enclofed on all fides, forming a fingle 
room, into which light and air were only ad- 
mitted at the door-way. Upon inquiry we 
Jearned that this was devoted to the ufe of the 
fick—not as an hofpital, but as a temple of 
incantation, for the purpofe of expelling dif- 
eafe. Their fuperftition attributes ficknefs to 
witchcraft, or the vifitation of fome evil fpirit 
like the Obeah of the Africans—and having 
faith in fpells, they make little decorated in- 
ftruments, of tender ruthes about a foot long,. 
which the phyficians, or priefts called Pyezs, 
employ, together with other magical imple- 
ments, as wands to drive out thefe demons of 
ill, which they term Yowahoos. The Pyei is 
thought to poflefs a peculiar influence over 
the Yowahoo—and by means of diffimulation, 
and fuperftitious forms, the fick and his friends 
are made to believe that he holds an intercourfe _ 
with him, previous to removing the effe@t of 
his malign vifitation from his patients. The 
building would feem better calculated for their 
more natural remedy, the hot or vapour bath, 
which they contrive by throwing water upon 
a large heated ftone, and enveloping the fick 
perfon in the fteam. 
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Around the village the wood had been 
partially cleared away, and the fcenery of this 
interefting {pot was much improved by feveral 
cows coming out of the thick part of the 
foreft to browfe about the open fpace. They 
~ were the produce of a herd originally brought 
by M. Heynemann to Savonette. 


After having gratified our curiofity by a 
long vifit, and a minute infpection of every 
thing worthy of notice at the Indian town, 
we were led, through a clofe and narrow path, 
devoid of any turning, either to the right 
hand, or the left, into the profoundeft fhades 
of the foreft. The way was difficult, and we 
were compelled to follow each other in fingle 
file, throughout the whole length of our walk; 
which, from the‘clofenefs of the wood, the 
narrownefs of the path, and the confequent 
defection of the breeze, was diftreflingly hot 
and confined. The object from which we 
were to expect compenfation was....... a 
tree! we had ftrong apprehenfions that the 
fight of it might not be an adequate reward 
for fo fatiguing a walk, but we had thrown 
ourfelves upon the judgment of Vandyke, de- 
firing him to conduct us to all that might be 
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gratifying to ftrangers, we therefore marched 
on, in tacit obedience, relying upon his guid- 
ance ; and our perfeverance was amply recom- 
penfed by viewing the great chief of the foreft 
—an enormous tree of the Tonquin bean, which 
appearsin lofty and majeftic trunk, extending 
its high-exalted foliage above the hofts of af- 
piring rivals that furround it. The body forms 
an immenfe perpendicular pillar rifing to the 
height of, perhaps, 70 or 80 feet before it 
throws out a fhoot or a bud, then fpreading 
its wide-expanded branches in proud canopy, 
fo elevated as to protect from the reach, and 
even to conceal from the eye, the nuts which 
contain its fweet-fcented beans. Viewing 
this huge tree with regard to its flraight and 
perpendicular trunk, its immenfe bulk, and, 
above all, its prodigious height, it may be con- 
fidered as one of the fineft fpecimens of vege- 
table produ€tion growing on the face of the 
elobe.. In beauty and grandeur it is equalled 
only by the ftately mountain-cabbage, whofe 
majeftic trunk, and fine palmated ‘foliage, 
ftand unrivalled in the vezetable world. 


The trees grow to a fize in thefe forefts 
not readily to be imagined by perfons who 
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have feen only thofe of the more temperate 
climate of Europe. They are tall and ftately, 
and contain a great proportion of timber, in’ 
confequence of running up to an immenfe 
height before they throw off their branches, 
Itis often dificult, and not unfrequently im- 
pofible to reach their fruit, or foliage. The 
Tonquin bean tree, when growing out of the 

foreft, feldom attains to this fatelinefs of form: 
“it branches off at a fhorter diftance from the 
ground, and in its growth more refembles the 
Englith ath ; the bark is fomewhat like the 
poplar, and the leaves like thofe of the pear. 
The one we faw had been drawn up toan un- 
ufual height, by growing in a crowd, and was 
indebted to health and years for its extraordi- 
nary bulk. ‘The nuts containing the fragrant 
beans are abundantly plentiful in the foreft, 
and may be picked up in bufhels under the: 
- trees, at a certain feafon of the year. While 
we were gazing at this vegetable giant, Vandyke 
cut on its bark the initials of our names, and 
the date of our vifit; and this neceflary cere- 
mony having been duly performed, we trod 
our way back, by the narrow path, to the re- 
fidence of our friendly guide, and there mot 
gladly made a refting place. But Vandyke 
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was allowed no refpite, for we ftill befet him 
with hofts of queftions : and when he had 
fatisfied our inquiries, and we learned that 
Savonette offered no further novelty, we re- 
fumed cur places in the boat, and returned to 
the abode of the hofpitable Heynemann. Van- 
dyke prefented us with a young Kiwihi, an 
animal which bears fome refemblance to a 
pig, and is about the fize of a large cat, having 
a very long tail, marked with alternate rings 
of black and white hair. He alfo gave us fe- 
veral fpecimens of Indian implements, moft of 
~ which I hope fome day to fhew you in Eng- 
land. Some of the Indians followed us to the 
_water-fide, and put into our boat large bafkets 
filled with fine water-lemons, which they had 
gathered from the woods. 


On our quitting the fhore Vandyke ho- 
nored our departure with the firing of cannon. 
He was a foldier, and in additionto other ci- 
vilities, felt a pride in fhewing to officers who 
vifited him every mark of military refpect. 
We were the more pleafed with the compli- 
ment, as it. afforded us an unexpected, and 
moft welcome opportunity of hearing the 
enchanting echo through the woods. 
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We were in time to take a late dinner 
with Mynheer Heynemann, and in the even- 
ing, according to the plan laid down for us, 
we proceededto Arends. M. Patiels was from 
home, but we found the beft arrangements of 
the family ordered for our accommodation. 
We were fumptuoufly entertained by a young 
gentleman, the friend of M. Patels; and at 
night were conduéted to very excellent bed- 
chambers, fitted up more in the ftyle of Euro- 
pean accommodation than any we had feen in 
the colony. 
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Feelings of fatisfaction evinced by Mynheer Heynemann. His 
attention to the author. Conneéling link betaveen the Indi- 
ans and the colonifis. Policy of the Dutch government re- 
fpebting the Indians: Opportunities poffeffed by Mynheer 
Heynemann of obferving the charafler and habits of the 
people of the woods :—peculiarly qualified for the appant- 
ment of poft holder :—eleGed a chief among the Indians. 
Propofal to affemble a body of them in military array. On 
the remarks and obfervations of Mynbeer Heynemann. In- 
dian tribes in Guiana. Ihe Charibs nioft avarlike. Promi- 
nent features diftingui/bing the Indians from Europeans — 
from Africans. Clothing of the Indians. Kway ufed by 
the Bucksen. Condu€t of a mother and daughter on pre- 
fenting the apparel of a young Buckeen to the author. 


Berbifche. 


‘THE generous Heynemann appeared much 
gratified by the fatisfa@tion we expreffed our- 
{elves to have experienced in our vifit at Sa- 
vonette, and in our acknowledgments of the 
civil attentions of his deputy, Vandyke. He 
was particularly pleafed at the intereft which, 
he was pleafed to fay, I feemed .to take “ re= 
garding every objeét, and every circumftance - 
~ <n this remote part of the world,” and fo at- 
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tached himfelf to the means of gratifying me, 
that I wascompelled peremptorily to arreft the 
diberal hand with which he would have he- 
— Rowed multiplied marks of his friendfhip—to 
the injury, and almoft the extindtion of his 
own collection. At firft I had freely expref- 
fed my admiration of fuch things as were cal- 
' culated to call it forth, but I foon difcovered, 
that to admire was to tax his generofity ; *+ fOr 
if he only heard me breathe approval, or but 
faw, by my eye, that a fpecimen pleafed me, it 
was inftantly mine. He gave me famples of 
various gums, nuts, and woods, employed in 
| medicine by the Indians, alfo cryftals, bows- 
and arrows, indian paddles, mufical inftru- 
ments, inftruments of war, implements of 
houfehold furniture, ufed by the Bucks, and a 
variety of other curiofities: indeed, could I have 
perfuaded myfeif to have taken all he offered 
me, | might have fitted up a {mall mufeum ; but 
I could not reconcile the idea of Sika ini up- 
on fuch liberality, and therefore politively re- _ 
fufed many fpecimens of which I obferved 
that he had no duplicates, and “which | felt it 
poffible he might afterwards lament. He was 
equally liberal in all his attentions, and feem- 
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ed defirous to explain to me whatever I wifh- 
ed to afk. You will believe that I had lefs re- 
ferve in my queftions, than in the acceptance 
of his generous offerings, and that | was hap- 
py tocall forth the obfervations and remarks 
derived from his long and familiar intercourfe 
with the Indians. At his prefent abode and at 
Savonette he had refided, during many years, 
in the appointment of poft-holder, having 
conftant intercourfe with the Indians, and 
forming the conneéting link between them 
and the colonifts. 


It was the policy of the Dutch govern- 
ment to expend a certain fum annually in 
the purchafe of blue cloth, beads, ribbons, 
hatchets, and other implements, and orna- 
ments to give to the Indians; and it was 
made the duty of the perfon placed at the 
moft remote eftate of the colony, to afloci- 
ate with the Indians, and to cultivate their 
friendfhip, in order to prevent acts of hof- 
tility on their part, and to fecure to the colo- 
nifts the peaceable pofleflion of the territory 
they had appropriated. Hence, from fitua- 
tion and appointment, as well as from natural 


Oo 


difpofition, abundant opportunities had offered 
to M. Heynemann of intermixing freely with 
the Indians, and obferving their moft retired, 
as well astheir more exterior habits. Pofleffed 
of enterprifing talents, and a certain hardi- 
hood of mind and frame, together with affa- 
ble and conciliatory manners, he was peculi- 
arly qualified for the truft which had been fo 
long confided to him. He mixed with the 
Indians, afflumed their habits, infinuated him- 
felf into their good opinion, and became fo en- 
tirely one of themfelves, that at Savonette they 
eleGted him their chief or king ; and he could, 
at any time, aflemble them in a body of feveral 
hundreds, in military array, and appear as ie 
tain at their head. 


This was a novelty which he offered to 
exhibit to us, if we would confent to prolong 
our vifit, or would repeat it, giving him only a 
few days notice of our coming, I regretted 
extremely that it could not be in my power to 
accept either of thefe propofals. It was a high 
compliment offered to us, and what I fhould 
have particularly enjoyed; but I had only a 
fhort time to remain at Berbifche, and dared 
not look to another long abfence. 
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M. Heynemann is a man ‘of great zeal, 
ativity and exertion. With confiderable pe- 
netration, he pofleffes much of perfeverance, 
but from the want of a liberal education his 
obfervations, though valuable, are loofe and 
undigefted—devoid of arrangement and {cien- 
tific correCinefs; and evidently not the refult 
of any fyftematic train of inquiry. Governed 
by chance, and with no fpecific obje& in view, 
his purfuits and remarks are not to conducted 
as to promote, eflentially, the advancement of 
natural feience ; but, perhaps, a man of high 
literary acquirements would be lets fitted for 
the poft which M. Heynemann has fo long 
filled with credit to himfelf, and advantage to 
the colony. I fhould have been much gra- 
‘tified could we have prolonged our vifit, and 
with regret bade adieu to this generous chief 
of the naked tribes. 


Although, from my fhort ftay among 
them, you cannot expe an elaborate difqui- 
fition upon the fubje& of the Indians, you, 
will perhaps demand a pafling word on fuch 
prominent points, concerning them, as more 
‘immediately ftrike the eye. I may therefore 
tell you that the Indians who inhabit this part 
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of the South American coaft are of four tribes 
or nations, the Arrouwacs, the Accawaus, the 
Warrous, and the Charibbees. The’ Charib- — 
- bees or Charibs, as they are more frequently 
called, are the talleft men, and of the moft war- 
like afpeét. Thofe we have feen of the other — 
tribes are rather fhort, but in general well 
formed ;—-although their figure denotes more 
of fubftance than of gracefulnefs. They are 
of a bright bay colour, their hair jet black, 
long, and ftraight. In common they are rather - 
perfonable, and their features are more indica- 
- tive of mildnefs than ferocity ; for, although 
in fome of them the lines of the Tartar face 
may be traced, the character more ‘generally 
- denoted by the countenance is that of gentle- 
nefs and tranquillity. The eyes are very black, 
they are fmall, diftant from each other, and 
deep in the orbits. ‘The cheek-bones ftand a 
little wide, but they are not ftrongly promi- 
nent, the forehead tends to fquarene(s ‘of form, 
and the eye-browsare heavy. The nofe, though 
not ftrongly aquiline, when viewed in profile 
fomewhat approaches that fhape ;—the mouth 
is of middle fize ; the lips of moderate thick- 

nefs; the teeth rather fmall, white and regu- : 
lar; the chin round; the angles of the lower 
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jaw fomewhat wide: from all which you will 
perceive that the face is rather broad than 
round, althouzh the contour approaches more 
to the circular than the long or oval. We 
did not obferve among them any refemblance 
of the flat nofe, the wide mouth, thick lips, 
or large teeth of the negroes. 


Their necks are thick, and in’ general 
not fufficiently long to be graceful. The cheft 
1S high and full; the fhoulders {quare, going 
off at nearly right angles fromthe neck. The 
limbs are flefhy and robuft. Upon the whole, 
they may be faid to be of the figure generally 
denominated fquare-made, and confequently 
their form denotes more of ftrength, than of 
gracefulnefs or agility. Still there is a differs 
ence between their figure and that of the 
firong-marked mufcular fubje&s of colder 
and more mountainous regions. Among the 
Indians of Guiana, the rough lines denot- 
ing ftrength are concealed in confequence of 
the interftices between the mufcles being fo 
filled with fat as to give a general {moothnefs 
to the furface ;. and from the fame caufe, the 
fine action of the different mufeles becomes 
lefs obvious, when they are in motion, or 
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under any exertion. Hence, although the 
figure of an Indian be {quare, full, and robuft, 
till it does not convey precifely that idea of 
ftrength which attaches to the rough and muf- 
cular frames of the North; and yet is their 
form even more unlike that of the negroes. 


‘It has happened to me to have frequent 
opportunities of feeing parties of Indians, and 
of Africans ftanding naked together, and | 
have always remarked a ftriking difference in 
their figure. ‘The negroes have longer necks, 
and a finer fall of the fhoulder. ‘Their chetft 
is not fo full and open, The limbs are not 
fo ftout, but thinner, and longer in propor- 
_ tion to the body.—-The form of the Indians 
appears clofe and compact, while that of the 
negroes is more loofe and flender, and more 
indicative of the heat and languor of climate, 
The projeCting curvature of the tibia, fo com- 
mon to the Africans, does not prevail among 
the Indians. The difference of countenance 
is ftill more remarkable than the difference of 
form ; but, as the negro face is familiar to you, 
I need not enter intoa more minute detail of 
the difcordant features. 
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The Indians wear no clothing, except a 
band tied round the waift and brought be- 
tween the legs to faften before; fuch as I 
have mentioned to be in ufe among the ne- 
groes of thefe colonies. This is worn both by 
the men and women. Some, who have vifited 
the colonifts, have it made of blue cloth; but 
thofe who have not had the fame epportuni- 
ties of procuring cloth, make it of the bark 
of atree. Sometimes, inftead of this band, 
the women ule a fmall apron about three na 
four inches {quare, which being tied round the 
walte, and left to hang loofe before, ferves by 
way of a fig-leafi. Thefe aprons they call 
kways. Among thofe who have. affociated 
with the colonifts, the kway is fometimes made 
of {mall beads of different colours, ingenioufly 
put on threads of cotton, or of the filk-grafs, 
fo as to give the apron the appearance of being 
woven In a variety of figures. ' This is ufed 
as high drefs, and is much valued. It happen- 
ed that I, one day, met a young buckeen, thus 
ornamented, walking with her mother, and, 
cing delirous to add a fample of the kway to 
my colleQion of fpecimens, | made figns to the 
parent, meaning to afk if fhe could procure 
me one; when, without the flighteft hefitation, 
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the took off that which was before my eyes, 
and prefented it to me: the young lady very 
modeftly, but without blufhes, fupplying its 
place with the pocket handkerchief which L 
gave her in exchange. 


Form and general appearance of the Indians. Cuffom of 
‘pulling the hair from different parts of their bodies. Re- 
marks concerning the indolent habits of tbe people of the 
woods, Labour not a natural impulfe. Indians fond of 
fpiritucus liquors. A degree of method obtains in their in- 
toxication. Polygamy praétifed among them. Defpotic to- 
avards their wives. The women toil at home, and bear the 
burden when they move abroad. The Buckeen fombre and 
veferved in prefence of the men=are fond of drinking rum. 
Some oblervations relpetting obefity—alfo concerning gout. 


Berbifche. 


From the inactivity of the Indians they are 
generally feen to be exbonpoint, and this, as I 
remarked before, gives them a certain {mooth- 
nefs of form, and of furface; but their {kins 
have not that velvet foftnefs fo common to 
the negroes. Their bodies are peculiarly free 
from hair. Poffefing an idea, that it is more 
becoming not to have any hairs, except upon 


the head, they are in the habit of pulling them 
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out from the chin, the breait, the armpits, and 
other parts: The general fmoothnefs, thus 
given to the futface, has led fome travellers, 
who have been ignorant of the caufe, into 
the error of confidering this to be their na- 
tural appearance; and hence have arifen the 
ftrange opinions that they differed from Euro- 
peans, and were in this refpect a peculiar race 
of the human fpecies. The inftrument ufed 
for pulling out the hairs is a fmall piece of 
wood partially fplit. Thofe who intermix 
with the colonifts often employ a bit of wire, 
twifted into a fpiral form, like that which is 
ufed for making the elaftic hatbands. 


| From the heat of the climate, and the 
facility of procuring food, the Indians of 
Guiana are naturally indolent. In every . 
quarter of the globe the great incentive to in- 
duftry is either neceflity, intereft, or ambition, 
Labour, fimply as fuch, is no where a natural 
impulfe. It is the effect of our real, or ima- 
ginaty wants. Among the natives of thefe 
woods, it fprings from neceflity alone, and 
ceafes with the immediate occafion which calls 
it forth. ‘They have no intereft in the accu- 
mulation of property; and therefore are not’ 
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led to labour in order to obtain wealth. They 
live under the moft perfect equality, and 


hence are not impelled to induftry by that. 
fpirit of emulation, which, i in fociety, leads to- 


great and unwearied exertion. . Content with 
their fimple means, they evince no defire to 
emulate the habits, or the occupations of the 
colonifts: but, on the contrary, feem to regard 


their toils and cuftoms with a fenfe of pity or 
contempt. I have, occafionally, feen parties 


of them looking on, when our foldiers have 
been affembled, and going through the various 
evolutions of their exercife: and they univer- 
fally regarded them with a quiet indifference, 
or the only fentiment indicated by their fea- 


tures was a kind of contemptuous pity, which. 


was fometimes expreffed by a fignificant look, 
that feemed to fay—‘ Aye, foolifh people! 
you take vaft pains with thele things :-—but 
Swe do them much better, with infinitely lefs 
trouble.” 


They are very fond of drinking rum, and 
eagerly {wallow it to intoxication. But they 
obferve a kind of method in their drunken- 


nefs; for when they come down to the towns. 
in bodies of confiderable numbers, it is obferv-. 
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ed that half of the party will freely devote ta 
Bacchus, while the other half carefully refrair, 
in order to watch the helplefs; and thefe, when 
reftored by all-healing Morpheus, are obferved 
to take their turn of watching, and to guard 
their late proteQtors through a fimilar vifit to 
the deities of turbulence and repofe. They 
have no pleafure in long fipping, but fwallow 
large draughts of rum, or drink it quickly, 
glafs after glafs, till they are unable to move. 


The Indians are very arbitrary and def- 
potic towards their women. Polygamy is 
practifed among them. Each man takes as 


many wives as he can conveniently main+ 


tain. They are very jealous, and commonly 
appoint the fenior of their wives as a fpy or 
guardian over the conduct of the others; but 
as a fpice of intrigue has found its way even 
into the wild woods, means have been found 
to convert the old Duenna into the beft chan- 
nel of obtaining kind favors from the junior 
branches of the Jarem. 


All the domeftic labour is done by the 


females, and in their journeyings, from place 
to place, the women are made to toil under 
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the burden of whatever they may have to 
tranfport. Thusin removing from any place 
of abode to take up a new home, the different 
articles of furniture, and all the little variety 
of implements and utenfils are loaded upon 
the backs of the women, who follow in filent 
train, bending under a heavy load, while their _ 
imperious lord marches on before unincum- 
bered. 


From the rigid government exercifed 
over them, by the men, the women appear to 
be fombre and referved. They commonly 
fit with their backs towards ftrangers, and re- 
main in profound filence when their hufbands 
are prefent. In their abfence they fhew lefs 
reftraint, and feem more difpofed to cheerful- 
nefs and vivacity. Like the men they are 
very fond of rum, and drink it glafs after glafs, 
as though it were only water. 


I have obferved that notwithftanding the 
great heat of climate, the Indians of South 
America are not of the fame meager appear- 
ance as the negroes. From their habits of 
indolence a portion of fat is depofited under the 
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- fkin, which gives them a foft fulnefs of form 
unlike the rough-lined fparenels of the ne- 
groes, or the ftrong-lined vigour of the in- 
habitants of colder regions : but we did not 
fee, among the people of the woods, a fingle 
snftance of the heavy, protruding obefity fo 
frequent among the luxurious fons of civilized 
fociety. Figures, it is true, may be found 
among them as lean as hard-toiling flaves— 
but perhaps no Indian was ever feen palpita- 
ting under that oppreflive protuberance of fat, 
which the dons vivans of Europe, and particu- 
larly the beef-eating fubjeats of England fo 
- frequently, carry before them. 


This circumfance may tend to fhew that 
reat obefity is only the effeG@i of indolence, 
or good living, or of both aGing together ; and 
that by a due obfervance of exercife and ab- 
femioufnels it might, in allcafes, be prevented. 
Perhaps no Welt India planter ever loft the la- 
bour of a flave from his being overloaded 
with fat: nor did Alexander or Hannibal, af- 
ter a long and fevere campaign, ever fee their 
armies thinned in confequence of their foldiers 


being opprefled with obefity. Indeed the 
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common labourers of Europe do not often find 
their toil interrupted by carrying about them a | 
weighty mafs of idulgence and luxury. 


The fame may be remarked in a great 
degree with refpect to that diftrefling malady 
the gout. The Indian is not detained from 
the chafe, the feldier from the march, nor the 


 flave nor the peafant trom his toil in the field, 


by the enawings of this painful diforder. It 
is almoft wholly confined to the rich and lux- 
urious, and is at once the offspring and punith- 
ment of indolence and voluptuoufnefs; nor 
would it long remain among the opprobria of 
medicine, were it poffible to enforce the regi- 
men prefcribed by phyficians:—althoughitmuft 
continue to prevail fo long as forbearance, from 
habits of indulgence, fhall be deemed a greater 
punifhment than the painful tortures of the 
difeafe, 


But what hath all this to do with our 
journey upon the Berbifche river >—methinks 
I hear you exclaim! Not much truly—yet I 
would hope it is not a digreffion beyond the 
bounds of our preliminaries. 
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The party ave condutted from Arends to Fohanna by Mynheer 
Fenner. Fourney acrofs the Savanna and foreft. Chafe 
of amule. Vifit to an Indian Village. A wretched ob- 
ject of difeafe. A plantation of reeds for making arrows. 
Trees of wild cinnamon. The party dine at Fobanna :— 
fleep at Helvetia. Cordially welcomed by Mynheer Freinde. 
Honored with peculiar marks of attention by Mynbeer Fen- 
ner. A comfortle[s night. Unhappy feelings concerning 
an ebon nymph. Vifit to Mynbeer Scholten at the old town. 
Apologies of M. le vieu Fifcal. His exceffes attributed te 
“‘ Jevelling bumpers.” A purchafe from a handfome Indian 
woman. River current. Vifit to the plantation Daargradt 
—a colonial effate—perhaps ‘* prize property.” | Alarm 
of an old Hollander on feeing a party of Britifh officers. A 
wretched night in confequence of mufquitoes. 


Berbifche. 


Lo return with you to our tour, let me tell 
you that M. Fenner very kindly met us at 
Arends in the morning, with a fine mule, and 
a whole troop of flaves and hor{és to conduct 
us again to his home at Johanna. According 
to the ufual culiom, coffee was brought to us 
at 7 o'clock on leaving our hammocks, and 
without waiting for a more fubftantial break- 
faft, we made the round of the plantation, 
and walked to fee fome ‘Tonquin bean trees, 
which were growing upon the eflate; then 
mounted our ponies, and put ourfelves on the 
march, attended part of the way by M. Mittel- 
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holfter, with whom we had been guefts for the 
night. . 


The party formed a motley group, con- 
fitting of Dutch planters, Britith officers, and 
naked Africans marching acrofs an immenfe 
wafte furrounded with wild woods, under a 
fcorching and vertical fun, with M. Fenner 
our friendly conductor, feated upon a prancing 
mule, leading the wayas commander at the head 
ofthe fquadron. His grotefque figure and 
appearance would have highly diverted you ; 
for, worthy man, he was not barely a Hollan- 
der on horfeback—but a eros-culottes drefled in 
a white coat and broad brimmed hat, capering 
upon a little flender mule, and in danger of fal- 
ling off at every ftep: indeed it was evident to 
the whole corps, that if they fhould venture to 
move quicker than the Dutch fas grave, their 
leader would foon fall in the rear: — nor had 
we gone far before the prediGtion was verified ; 
and our decanted conductor took a foft feat 
on the parterre ; leaving Mademoifelle mulet 
to kick her heels in air acrofs the wide favan- 
na. Finding that our chief had fallen without 
being wounded, the whole troop was quickly 
engaged in a chafe acrofsthe wide plain, to over- 
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take their captain’s charger. At this moment 
arapid thought winged its way to England, 
and L withed I could have placed a picture be- 
fore you, reprefenting your friend occupied, 
amid{t a group of horie and foot, planters, of- 
ficers, and flaves—Engli/h, Africans, and Dutch, 
fcampering over a wild favanna, enclofed by 
the deep forefts of Guiana, in purfuit of a 
South American mule. We fortunately fur- 
sounded the animal before fhe had made her 
way into the woods, and, after.a wide gallop 
about the plain, fhe was brought back into the 
ranks. | | 


Tt now became a queftion, who fhould 
mount the mule; for Mynheer Fenner, though 
not burt, had grown pallid and nervous, and was 
in truth, fo bad a borfeman,- that there was, - 
not the leaft probability of his remaining many 
minutes upon her back, if he fhould again at- 
tempt to ride her: and to leave our captain, 
our guide, and our hoft behind us, to walk to 
Johanna, could not be endured. In this di- 
lemina it fell to my lot to undertake the ma- 
nagement of the frifky mule, throughout the 
remainder of the journey ; — and, whether 
her capering fit was fubdued by the chafe 
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about the favanna, or whether the preferred 
an Englifh to a Dutch rider, it were of no 
confequence to determine: — fhe carried me 
pleafantly and quietly, and we arrived at Jo- 
hanna without further accident or difafter. 


On our way we were conducted to an 
Indian village, built at the edge of the fa- 
vanna, juft within the border of the foreft. 
Very few of the people were in their houfes. 
They were engaged in the chafe in fearch of 
provifions, or had concealed themfelves in the 
woods, upon feeing us approach. In one of 
the huts we found an. old woman wretchedly 
difeafed, left quite alone, and lying naked ina 
hammock. She feemed to be only a breathing 
{keleton: her countenance was deeply Hippocra- 
tic: eruptions and foul ulcers dishgured herbody, 
and rendered her whole perfon a perfe& object 
of horror: fhe was unable to move—almoft 
to {peak or to breathe, and exhibited altogether 
a moft ftriking example of human mifery. 


In the neighbourhood of the huts we 
faw fome of the fine reeds growing, which 
are ufed by the Indians for making their ar- 
rows. ‘They appeared to have been planted 
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about the village for the convenience of furs 
nifhing a ready fupply. 


As we rode through the woods, fome large 
trees were pointed out to us as being a f{pecies 
of wild cinnamon. The bark had fomewhat 
the flavour of that fpice, and on being broken 
refembled it in odour, but it was very rough 
and coarle. | 


We reached the Johanna eftate three 
hours before the negroes, who had been fent 
round by way of the river with our boat, the 
journey by water having been above four 
hours longer than we had made it by land, 
notwithftanding our delay in the favanna. 


Having gone to the extent of our ex- 
pedition, and it only remaining to us to re- 
turn down the river amidft the fame unvaried 
f{cenery we had paffed, we became anxious 
to reach New Amfterdam and the fort, with 
as little delay as poffible, and, therefore, took 
an eatly dinner with M. Fenner in company 
with his party of Dutch ladies, and M. Pauels 
from Arends; and in the afternoon fet off 
for Fort-Naflau, intending to hang our hame- 
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mocks at Mynheer Scholten’s until the mor 
row. But in this we were difappointed from 
the failure of the tide ; confequently, finding 
at the dufk of evening, that we were not 
likely to reach the old town, we purfued our 
marooning fyftem, and put into the firft port 
we could make. This happened to be at the 
plantation Helvetia, where we were received 
with great kindnefs and civility by Mynheer 
‘Freinde. Coffee was prefented on our ar- 
rival—foon afterwards the fupper-board was 
plentifully fpread; and, although unexpected 
intruders, we found excellent accommodations 
for the night. 


We did not enjoy the fociety of Myn- 
heer Freinde fo much as we could have 
withed, in confequence of our limited know- 
ledge of his native language—yet, by means 
of the many good things he gave us, he made 
himfelf extremely well underftood. The eftate 
is large, and is the property of Mynheer Freinde 
jointly with three other gentlemen, one of 
whom refides in London—the two others at 


Amfterdam. 


I might have remarked to you that at the 
‘Johanna plantation, we were this day indulged 
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with the luxury of having two young ne- 
groes, and an Indian girl, placed behind us 
waving lime boughs around our heads, the 
whole time of dinner, in order to keep us 
cool, and prevent us from being annoyed by 
infects, while we were eating ; and, in addi-. 
tion to this general protection, I was farthet 
indebted to the flattering partiality of Myn- 
heer Fenner, for the diftinguifhed honor of 
having a feparate flave flationed at my elbow 
with an Indian fan, with exprefs orders to keep | 
me cool, and guard me from the mufquitoes. 


| At Helvetia we were not troubled with 
infedts ; but in defiance of the convenience of 
our accommodations, fome uneafy fymptoms, 
difplayed on the part of the major domo re- 
garding an ebon nymph who had ferved our 
coffee in the afternoon, and an unhappy {pirit 
of annoying his fufpicions exhibited by one of 
our comrades, prevented us from fleeping, and 


caufed us all to pafsadifturbed and reftleds night. 


We left Helvetia with the early ude, in 
order to breakfaft at the old town; and accord- 
ingly arrived at nine o’clock at Mynheer Schol- 
ten’s. During breakfaft we were vifited by the 
old fifcal, who, looking extremely humble and 
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~ abathed, begged us to believe that he felt it 
highly incumbent upon him to offer multitudes 
of apologies, for his rude behaviour on the day 
we had dined at his houfe, adding that he had 
been extremely afflicted, from the moment he 
had been told of it; and, in explanation, af- 
eribing all his loud noife and political violence 
to the Zevelling bumpers he had taken of claret 
and Madeira. We likewife met, at breakfaft, 
another of the oldeft inhabitants of the colony, 
an uncle of Mynheer Scholten, whofe aged 
and venerable figure commanded great reipe& 
for his perfon, while it imprefled a favorable 
idea of the falubrity of the climate. : 


After fatisfying the calls of appetite, we 
took a walk into the town, and in the courfe 
of our promenade had an opportunity of pro- 
curing a very beautiful lion monkey from one 
of the handfome(t Indian wonien we had feen, 
and who, by figns and geitures, gave us to 
underftand, that means might be devifed, 
fhould it be very anxioufly defired, to make the 
miftrefs the companion of the little animal, at 
our quarters at the fort. : 


Before noon we were again in the boat 
-purfuing our journey down the river. Hav- 
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ing the current in our favor, we were carried 
rapidly on, and were enabled to make longer 
tides than when journeying the oppofite way. 
In proceeding up the river, the flaves had 
found it neceflary to avoid the centre, and to 
keep the boat as near as poffible to the thore ; 
but in returning, they gladly fought the middle 
of the channel, in order to avail themfelves of 
the current. As the evening ftole on, the 
return of tide overpowered the freth water 
ftream, and, by putting a ftop to our progrefs, 
compelled us to feek quarters at an earlier hour 
thanwe wifhed. ‘The plantation Daargradt being 
neare{ft, we dropped our anchor there, and, with- 
out ceremony, took up our home for the night. 


Daargradt is one of the colonial eftates, 
and is fubjeG& toa queftion of fequeftration ; it 
being yet in doubt whether this plantation, 
together with fome others fimilarly cireum- 
ftanced, may not be condemned as public 
property, for the benefit of the captors. The 
eitate is extenfive, and cultivated by a nume- 
rous gang of flaves, who are attached as the 
{tock of the plantation, and confequently make 
a part of the property. My mind anticipates 
the idea which fuggefts itfelf to you upon this 
fubje& ; but you will not expec that I fhould 
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offer comments upon the profpeéct of fharing 
‘prize-money trom fuch a fource. 


The ufual difficulty refpe€ting language | 
would have occurred to us, from the manager 
not knowing either Englifh or French; but, 
fortunately, a gentleman 1 had met at Mynheer 
Ongre’s, happened to be at Daargradt, who, 
with great kindnefs, undertook the trouble- 
fome tafk of interpreter; and procured for us 
the beft accommodations of the houfe, as well 
for the evening, as throughout the night. 


An old Hollander, who was living in a 
fort of quiet retirement upon the eftate, was 
feized with fad feelings of alarm at our arrival. 
Seeing a party of Englith officers ftep out of 
the boat, fo very unexpectedly, he could not 
diveft his mind of the fentiment of danger 
which attaches to the approach of an enemy. 
He had long been an active fupporter of the 
high democratic party in the feven United Pro- 
vinces ; and, on account of the ftate of politics, 
had fied from his country in the year 1787, 
when the Duke of Brunfwick marched a Pruf- 
fian army into Holland to reftore the rights and 
privileges of the Stadtholder. A  confcious 
feeling renewed all the poor old man’s terrors, 
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and begat the impreffion that we came as foes 
to difturb him in his peaceful retirement. He 
felt that he was ftill adverfe to the Stadtholderian 
intereft, and, perhaps, was not aware that age 
kad ftamped an imbecility upon his political 
opinions, as weil as caufed his hoary locks to 
excite only fentiments of compaflion. The timi- 
dity of fecond childhood was upon him. His 
years were many, and it might be faid of him, 
as of the vieu fifcal, that the high torrent 
of guilt had ceafed to flow in his veins. We 
afflured him of his fafety, and endeavored to 
affuage his fears, by obferving that whatever 
might have been formerly, or {til further, 
might now be his opinions, he had nothing to 
fear. With difficulty we did prevail upon 
him to take his feat at the fupper table, but he 
could hot command enough of felf-pofleflion 
to eat: he was agitated, looked uneafy and 
alarmed, fixed his eye on the fearlet uniform, 
and exhibited general marks of reftlefsnels, 
and apprehenfion !---The fupper-cloth was 
fearcely removed, when he retired—and we 
faw him no more. Soon after the old Ba- 
tavian left us, we went to our hammocks ; 
but pafled a fad reftlefs night, owing to our 
being affailed by hofts of mufquitoes, whole 
venomous bitings wholly deprived us of ileep. 


The party leave Daargradt wiih the morning tide, intendin 
Pay sea g 8 & 
to proceed to Mynbeer Robolofei’s. Call at Effendam. 
Kindly detained by M. <Abbenfets. Make a vifit of ac- 
knowledgment to Mynheer Schneider. Cards introduced 
after dinner at Effendam. Evening promenade to Sans 
Souci. Wretched annoyance of musquitces. Affliled ap- 
pearance of the party. Departure from Effendam. Con 
clufion of the expedition. General remarks. Novelty and 
hofpitality. Crvirity an inadequate term. Mode of travel- 
ling highly commodious. Samenefs of [cenery relieved. Pel» 
lucid water of the river. Novel appearance of the foreft, 
the boat, Gc. A floating ifland. Difficulties ideal. In- 
fects not troublefome in the woods. A peculiar mark of 
politene/s. 
Berbifche: 
X7 : . putes 
W gE rofe early, in order to make the round 
of the plantation and the negro yard previous 
to our departure, and before ten o’clock we 
took our feats in the boat, availing ourfelves 
of the early tide, with the intention of hang- 
ing our hammocks at Mynheer Robolotki’s 
in the evening—and of proceeding on the 
morrow to New Amfterdam. M. Robolofki 
had made a vilit to the Britith officers at the 
‘fort, and had very preflingly invited us to his 
plantation ; which we underftood to be fitu- 
ated on the oppofite bank of the river, between 
Mynheer Abbenfet’s and the town, and very 
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conveniently for becoming the laft place of 
reft upon our excurfion. A little paft noon 
we arrived at Effendam, intending to make 
only an ex paffant call upon Mynheer Ab- 
benfets; who received us with all the kind- 

nefs and cordiality of a friend ; nor would he 
hear of our going further, but infifted that we 
fhould pafs the remainder of the day with 
him; and, the more effectually to reconcile 
_ the delay, he aflured us that the tide would 
not carry us fo far as M. Robolofki’s by night. 
Finding this to be the cafe, we yielded to his 
kind folicitations :. and the more readily from 
our knowing that the town and the fort were 
fill within the morrow’s journey; and from 
it having been proved to us by the teft of 
experience, that neither fhore of the river 
could fupply us with more defirable quarters. 
’ Having agreed to pafs the night at Effendam, 
we refted for a fhort time, and then made a 
little excurfion acrofs the river to offer thanks 
to M. Schneider, for the information he had 
given us refpecting our journey; and to fee 
the fugar works at Mr. Blair's efate. As foon 
as we returned, a well-ferved dinner with 
plenty of good wines were fet before us; and 
the generous Abbenfets warmly bade us wel- 
come. It is not the cuftom in thefe colonies, 
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as in England, to confume the whole of the 
afternoon over the bottle. Wine is taken 
liberally at dinner-time, and the party with- 
draw from the table very foon after. At M. 
Abbenfet’s, cards were introduced almoft as_ 
foon as we had dined, and we played whift 
until obliquity tempered the feorching rays of 
the fun, when we engaged in a pleafant prome- — 
nade about the plantation, and proceeded as far | 
as Saus Souct, the adjoining eftate, to call on 
-Mynheer Abbenfet’s nephew. 


Soon after we returned from our walk, 
the fupper-board was {pread, and to crown the 
evening, fome very fine old Hollands, and the 
focial pipe were introduced. You will perhaps 
be furprized to learn, that I was the only one 
who could not enjoy this part of the repaft: 
mott of the officers have acquired the habit of 
{moking, and fome of them have become fuch 
adepts in this, I cannot but add, dirty and in- 
elegant cuftom—however focial—that they 
can already drink gin, and whif a pipe or fagar 
almoft as well as any femper-fmoking Dutch- 
man of the colony! You will probably envy 
them the accomplifhment as little as I do! 
We went to our hammocks very foon after 
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fupper, hoping, by a long fleep, to relieve the 
heavy fatigue of two difturbed and reftlefs 
nights; but we were fadly difappointed ! the 
tormenting mufquitoes again befieged us, and 
the third night proved no lefs fleeplefs than the 
two preceding. The heat and itching from for- 
mer bitings—the pain of new and acute punc- 
tures—and the ftill more wearifome buzzing of 
the infects in our eats combined in fuch utter 
annoyance, as not only to deprive us of fleep, 
but of all reft and eafe. Even the quiet of 
lying ftill was unattainable. The irritation, 


caufed by the pain and exceflive itching, ren- 
dered us quite feverifh, and with the wearine{s — 


and languor arifing from want of fleep, made 
us really ill. At length, grown impatient, of 
fuffering, and finding it impoffible to reft in 
our hammocks, we got up, walked about the 
room, watfhed with cold water, rubbed our- 
felves with orange juice, and with limes, then 


opened the windows, {hook our hammocks, - 


beat about the room with cloths and hand- 
kerchiefs, and tried all the various means of 
driving out the infects, and obtaining relief : 
but in vain, all. our efforts failed of fuccefs. 
Immitigable torment purfued us, and we were 
compelled to drag out a molt wearifome and 
comfortlefs night. 


| 
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Early in the morning we left our room 
oppreffed with feverifh feelings, and a fenfe 
of general ftupor:—and almoft blind! Our 
eye-lids were fwoln and ‘heavy—our whole 
faces tumefied and inflamed. It were difficult 
to convey to you a juft idea of our afflicted 
appearance. Perhaps if you call to your ima- 
gination the vifage of a fot, after he has de- — 
voted two or three whole nights to the bot- 
tle ; then, before he has had time to fleep off 
his intoxication, fubje&t him to an attack of 
“‘ St. Anthony,” you may conceive a tolerable 
reprefentation of the matin-countenances of 
your friend, and his fleeplefs muiquito-bitten 
comrades. 


We breakfafted with M. Abbenfets, and at 
nine o’clock embarked,;‘for New Amfterdam. 
The negroes took no reft between Effendam 
and the town. ‘They cheerfully pulled the 
oars for five hours without intermiffion, in order 
to reach the landing place before the turn of the — 
tide’; and all the relief they fought, throughout 
the whole of this time, was that of occafionally 
taking up a handful of water from the river, 
and pouring it upon their oars, to prevent 
them from becoming hot and dry, and thereby 
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bliftering their hands. » At two o’clock on the 
23d of June we finithed our journey, and 
were again fafely on fhore at the government 
landing-place at New Amfterdam. 


You will feel that the excurfion was, 
altogether, one of high intereft and gratifica- 
tion: but I have proceeded in fuch minute, 
and (I fear you will fay) tedious detail, that 
very little remains to be offered by way of ge- 
neral remark. 


gait novelty ‘which prefented itfelf to 
our obféVation was not more ftriking than the 
unbounded hofpitality, which univerfally met 
us at every place of call. Although unex- 
pected. intruders, we were every where re- 
ceived with a abi caatt yurbanity, which is very 
inadequately exprefled by the common term 
civility. Ut feemed .to be the ftudy of all, 
who fhould moft ferve, and oblige us. Not 
fatisficd with adminiftering to us the beft ac- 
commodations of the houfe, whilft we remain- 
ed with them, a generous regard for our com- 
fort extended their liberality yet further, and 
they either openly, or privately, contributed to 
our convenience, by adding to our travelling 
fupply. Porter, wine, and fpirits, food and 
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fruit, and plantains for the negroes, all found 
their way into the boat. 


Our mode of travelling was in itfelf 
highly commodious, and afforded many faci- 
lities. ‘The party fat together as comfortably 
‘as in a {mall room on fhore: we advanced at 
eafe, and were fearcely fenfible of any mo- 
tion: by the awning we were protected from 
the fan; aad from the open windows at the 
fides, we had always a ftream of cool air. _ 
Enough of room was afforded ior provi- 
fions, wine, clothes, and all other ftores of the 
journey; alfo convenient fowage for whatever 
fpecimens we might collect. Together with 
thefe accommodations a fecure harbour was 
found for the boat at every plantation, and 
our flaves either fed themfelves from the pro- 
vifions of the veflel, or foraged among the ne- 
eroes of the eftates; fo that we had no care 
concerning either fervants or cattle, carriage 


or roads. 


The variety in point of fcenery you will 
have perceived was not very great, but the 
ipanimate famenefs of wood and water was 
pleafantly relieved by the occafional openings 
of the different plantations. In fome parts of 
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the river, the water was fingularly ftill and 
clear, and with its fylvan borders exhibited a 
novelty of peculiar feature. Its fmooth and 
lucid furface formed a perfe€t mirror, fo 
completely refleting every thing around, that 
it feemed difficult to difcover how we were 
fupported—by what means fufpended, as it 
were, in the centre of fpace. At the fides of 
the river no line of termination could be dif- 
tinguifhed. It was not feen where the water 
ceafed, or where the land commenced; but 
the trees, on each border, being within the 
edge of the water, were fo diftin€lly refleGed as 
to convey the femblance of a foreft, growing 
upwards and downwards from the fame roots. 
The boat was reflected in a fimilar manner; 
as was likewile the unclouded canopy of the 
fkies. The watery medium made no impref- 
fion upon the eye—but the open azure ex- 
panfe was feen the fame, whether we looked 
upwards or downwards. We feemed fufpend- 
ed in the centre of a hollow globe, having the 
fame concave arch above and. below, with an 
inverted dnd an upright foreft on either hand. 
At one fpot we met a {mall ifland, floating 
down the ftill river, with a variety of plants 
and fbrubs growing upon it; and from the 
water being invilible, the perfedt refleCion of © 
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this little plantation gave it the appearance of 
a fmall clump of young trees calmly moving 
in the midft of fpace, with each plant grow- 
ing perpendicularly upwards and downwards, 
in precife refemblance. If we held out a hand, 

or an oar over the fide of the boat, the fame 
~ was feen below, without difcovering the limpid 
medium between them. In fhort, we feemed 
only to move, like our globe itfelf, in ethereal 
{pace. : 


The difficulties which many of the gen- 
tlemen of the colony had urged, as neceflarily 
attendant upon the expedition, proved to be 
ideal. Scarcely did any obftacle oppofe it- 
felf to our convenience—none to our pro- 
grefs: nor until the laft three nights had any 
thing occurred to interrupt the full enjoy- 
ment of the excurfion. Indeed the torment 
of thefe nights ferved only as a variety, which 
placed in a ftronger light the many facilities 
we had met with; for, amidft the woods, 
and at the eftates far up the river, we had al- 
moft wholly efcaped the annoyance of infeéts. 
Mufquitoes did not feem toinhabit the depths of 
the foreft. In thefe parts we had alfo found 
the air cooler, and the land lefs heated than 
- where it was cleared of wood, and more open. 
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IT muft not neglect to inform you of a 
cuftom which we obferved to be very pre- 
valent, it being an ad of politenefs which, to 
Europeans, feemed no lefs fingular than novel. ~ 
Asa mark of attention the gentlemen of the 
different plantations ufually accompanied us 
to our fleeping room, at the time of our going 
to bed, when, on taking their leave for the 
night, they concluded the compliments of the 
day in the following terms, viz. “S’ily a 
d’autre chofe, Meffieurs, dont vous avez be- 
foin, il n’en faut que demander au Garcon— 
cela n’ eft pasmon affaire*.” This was true 
Welt Indian complaifance. It was a branch 
of hofpitality that was not familiar to us, being 
an accommodation not ufually found in the 
lift of European civilities. If your ignorance 
of tropical habits, and the common cuftoms 
of flavery fhould prevent you-from compre- 
hending the extent of it, afk me, when I re- 
turn to England, and I will explain it to you 
mote fully. ; rah ee 


* Tf there is any thing elfe you with for, -you need 
only afk the boy: that does not concern me ! 
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